
--

Landcrab Owners Club 
Of 

Australasia 

Welcome to newsletter number 141 for February and March, 2008 

We all get heavier as we 
get older because there's 
a lot more information in our 
head s. So 1'm nat fat, 1'm 
just really intelligent and my 
head couldn't hold any more 
so it started filling up the 
rest of me! 

That I S my story and I I m 
sticking to it! 
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BMC 1800 Motorhome 
From: Robert Goodall (sphinx6@ihug.co.nz) 

"l- Sent : Thursday, 25 October 2007 6: 59 : 51 AM 

To: Daryl Stephens (stephensda ryl@hotmail.com) 

lID BMC 1800 ... jpg (593 .6 KB), BMC Security scan upon downloa d "'I~~~Y. 
1800 .. . jpg (555.4 KB), BMC 1800 . .. jpg 

(672 .4 KB ), BMC 1800 .. . jpg (766 .0 KB) 

Hi Darryl 

Thought you might be interested in this, If you publish these would you be kind 
enough to send me a copy of the magazine to the below address. 

Travelling through my local shopping centre yesterday I came across this 
Motorhome built on a 1966 BMC badged Austin 1800 sedan which has been 
lengthened but still retains the hydrolastic suspension. I originally thought it was 
based on a Ute chassis but being early 1966 it predates the factory utes by over 
a year. Owner has recently purchased this and is travelling around New 
Zealand. He told me it drives very well and invited me inside which is nicely 
finished and I can stand up straight with clearance (I'm 6' 3"). I also came 
across a similar motorhome 25 years ago just outside Christchurch NZ based 
on a Austin Tasman and a stretched Austin Kimberley limo in Rotorua in 1998 
but no photos of these. 

Robert Goodall 
Kowhai Imports 
Box 308 
Motueka 7143 
New Zealand 
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Mk 1 Oil Filter 

For some time now I have been moaning about the cost 

of Mk 1 oil filters, and the fact that they have to be 

ordered in so I can't just buy the bits on the day I intend 

to service. I figured that there must be a way of 

modifying the existing filter set-up to take a Z3 or similar. 

Then, while looking around on e-Bay I found a gadget for 

the Mkl MG. From the pictures on the net it looked like 

it might work, and on contacting the seller (the auction 

had finished) he too thought it might fit. Better than 

that, he said that it was a stock item, and if it didn't fit I 

could return it for a full refund. I parted with $65.00 and 

ordered the parts. 

The kit includes one oil filter, which is not a Z3, but a 

common one used on Toyota's and other Japanese cars 

(I'm told). I had bought a Z3 to tinker with while trying to 

work out how to make something, and to my surprise it 

fitted the thread perfectly, and matched up with the seal 

on the fitting. The instructions were very clear, with 

colour pictures and the kind of information that only an 

enthusiast would include ("Look under the old gasket, 

sometimes there will be another that wasn't removed 

when other work was done"). 

Having a look at what was under the bonnet caused 

some worry-the banjo attachment on the existing 

aluminium part was at about a 30 deg angle, the 

replacement came out straight. In the instructions it 

showed a flexable hose, not the steel one fitted to a 

Landcrab. After a chat with Patrick Farrell I decided that I 

would try to re-bend the oil line, and if it kinked, cut it 

off and get some flexable oil hose from Enzed or 

Supercheap. Being the sensible type and having a spare 

very early Mk 1 engine stashed at the school I teach at, I 

decided to go and fetch it's oil line. That way I'd have a 

back-up if things went really pear shaped. 

Fig 1: The 235-940 Spin-on Oil Filter Adaptor Kit 

Fig 2: 12G2400EVA (U8998) vs L30001 (Z3) 

r 



Surprise surprise the oil line off that motor matched 

what I wanted exactly, no bending, no cutting, and no 

swearing! Top of picture, off the early motor, travels a 

different path to the later one, and looking at the 

aluminium attachment, the banjo connector comes out 

at the same angle as the replacement. (You can't realy 

see that in the picture) 

Of course things were going too well to last. I fitted the 

part and connected the oil line, things were looking 

good. Then I tried to put the Z3 oil filter on. Guess what, 

it's diameter was about 2mm to big, and fouled the 

block. Now was the time to swear, until I remembered 

the supplied filter. It fitted . I would have preferred the 

big, beefy Z3, but at least the U8998 fits and is readily 

available. 

Fig 6: It doesn't fit! 

Cheers, 

Peter Collingwood (Mk 1~ and Mk 2) 

CAN YOU HELP ME?? 

Fig 4: Two different banjo fittings 

Fig 5: Attached. 

Fi!! 7: Oil filter fitted . 

Supplied by: 

http://stores.ebay.com.au!Sports-and-Ciass ic-Spares 

LOOKING FOR ALAN WALKER. MOTOR MECHANIC FROM MELB IN LATE 
70'S. RESTORED OLD CARS. LOVED CRICKET. MARRIED AN ENGLISH 
GIRL ??? MAY HAVE MOVED TO QLD??? 

f' gosslea@yahoo.com.au 
0402989563 
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from th~ arehiv~s 
This little gem from Peter Jones circa April 1994 

POLARITY CHANGE 

Many owners of old cars would like to fit a new FM radio, 
cassette deck, or CD player to there car. But because the car has a 
negative earth system and all new electronic gear is positive they 
are unable. Well why not change the earthing system of your car, 
it's as easy as A, B, C. 

Step A: disconnect the battery; 

Step B: reverse the battery connections, so that the negative 
terminal is connected to the car body; 

Step C: connect a wire to the battery positive and spark the other 
end to the 'F' terminal of the dynamo; 

Step D: remove any old clocks and radios; 

Step E: reverse the connections to the coil and ammeter (if fitted) . 

You can now fit your modern electronics to the car with no danger. 

A good idea is to put a sign under the bonnet to warn other people 
of the change of battery polarity. 

For Sale 

For Sale: - Workshop manuals for Austin A40 Devon, Austin A70/A90, 
Austin Kimberley/Tasman and Morris 1500 ohc Nomad and 1300 
automatic, all $25 each plus postage COD. Also acomplete set of 
badges suit Austin Tasman $75 + postage COD. I also have electrical 
parts to suit Austin Tasman, Morris Marina Six and 6 cylinder P76, as 
well as 2 Tasman grilles and 2 dashboards. Contact Peter on 0413 
389410 or email landcrab69@yahoo.com.au. 



"SMO 223G the 
London Sydney race 
car recently sold at 
the Bonhams auction 
at Goodwood in the 
UK for a world record 
price of £30,475 
sterling" 

Ken Green 

~Bue's Ga((er~ 

Peter Fog 
Laursen's 1966 
Morris Monaco 



oxy gelr fr. :ee;",.i:a1iliCJOCls-
power stroke. , 

Ana the ignition is much more' pn;ciseJ han 
a spark RIug, Wood says. . 

<~O:Ureii:gineaOesli·tn.ecifasp.ark plug," he 
says. "'fh;e oxygen-free radicals ignite the 
extra chatge of fuel without a spark, so it's . 
essentially dieseling on the last power stroke. 

"It's very simple, actually, and you get 
more power and more torque and fewer 
emissions for free." . 

Oxygen free radicals, a by-product of 
normal ignition. remain free for only filillisec
onds and are normally emaled directly out ~of 
the exhaust JIianifold, 

Lotus uses Formula One suspension tech~ 
noIQgy t& bfiilg' them· back, iJlto ' tlJ.e cy,fbl.der in 
a rapid, preeiSe way, It. developed a thJ,y. 
vetsipn o'f its :Q;y,@iil;\u~¢ally ,:co~tr(jl1ed . ac1).v~ 
s:rJStm~tsi:an S)lsfu"riitci'clp.en and-'.ctoSe all the 
engine's valves, ending,reliance on traditional 
timing chains, camshafts and 'cam lobes while 
ensuring valve openings are far more precise. 

, ' 

The change "ili~o me~ an engine will be b~1ieving 'six.-stroke eng'in¢s in p~nger cars 
llghter, with stlJaller over.all dimensions for and eVen spans cars is just a matter of 'tlm,e. 
similar capaeities. ' "PetrOl atid die8eI engineering is defmitely 

While two major carmakers are believed to merging," Wood says. 
be funding the Bosch development, Lotus is "It will lIl'l'iVe ~t the point where it is no 
w(i)r~ clqsely~~.heavy-.duty e~gjne-~er longer the mechruifCal en~g that will be 
Eaton, ~ the ~i$ ~-stroKe engtPes Wln see important, but. the chemical en~n.eering.' · 
p~u:~fiO~ fk~ ~fi:~ct~ and heavy .truc~. . So he says petrol comp;;!llie:ulc;mld-be~· 
. We thinlot ~~lcome mto. pro?uctlOn fl~st '.JR develop a fuel between- today's unl¢adr 
lUh~vy-dllty dies.els. We have tied up Witb· ,and dies.el. ' 
E,~o'i..f for biS ~c~ engines;, and th~e are new '.. ' 'It seems obvi:ous to uSJbaf,. e¥eP,tua1l¥, th' 
ilieselleg~ti9~ 'Ul 201'2- W~od ~ays. . ' gl!soline and diesel combustion systems wi!, 

~':~o,tmuehoaa go wrong w1tb. tt and ~~ m~;i'g~," he says .• '~~'.w.~h$'e-'.tp. start 
acttve system on the Fl car never fruled ,-?nce. · thfukin!t about th.e cheIDlcal cmnposltion we 

Yet t,he increasing similarities between wailt. Do "Ie need petr01 or-diesel or sOille~ 
petrol and diesel engine hardware has Lotus in between!]" 
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:.:.~ ::~f~. ~ :;·r,_ .. '. e' • ,;' '.~ ... 

Thou shillt IiOld onlythi d".11 ;.~. 
Thou shalt not make a gad .. 'o/thy hOrse-

power. . . .' '.' '. ~. . . :. . . 
Thou shalt ~, take the centre lape in vain. 
Remember ·the. driyer behind you, to help 

him p~s thee. . 
Tho·u sf'zalt fasten thy seatbelt. 
Thou shalt not kill. 
Thou shalt not corlunit inebriated driving. 
Thou shalt not steal thy.neighbprs eyes with 

thy headlights;· not : his ears 'K!ith thy 
hom, 

not his enjoyment with thy litter. 
Thou shalt not bear false witness with thy 

signals. 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's way. 

HANDY HINTS. 

(1) Oil Filter Test: 
A quick check on the efficiency of an engine oil filter can be carried 
out by feeling it. If, when the car has been driven sufficiently far to 
warm the crankcase, if the oil filter remains cool, oil is not passing 
through it and should be replaced. A correctly operating filter should be 
as warm as the crankcase. 

(2) Replacing Valve Springs. 
The tightly coiled end must fit against the head or block. 
This is to keep the coiled end stationary. 

i \ 



THE JACK CAN FAIL 
By Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

What happened to a fellow Austin 1800 owner could happen to you. 
Tom wanted to do some work under the car, so he jacked it up with the standard Austin 1800 jack. He 
took off the wheel, and went underneath to do the job. He crawled out to get a spanner and heard a 
noise behind him. The car was on the ground. The jack had failed. When he realised how close he 
was to being a stastistic, his heart thumped a lot. He jacked up the car again using another jack, and 
pulled out the wrecked 1800 jack. I came along a few days later and took the photo shown below. 

It is quite clear what happened. The tongues that 
were meant to stay inside the jack body had come 
out. The threaded rod then buckled and the jack 
collapsed. 

So, is this likely to happen again? Yes, certainly! 
If the body of the jack becomes distorted or 
buckled, even slightly, this could happen again, as 
the safely margin is not much. So, have a good 
look at your jack, and see if there is any distortion 
anywhere. If there is, throw it away. Also, it is 
always a very good idea not to completely trust any 
jack. Before going under the car, I always put a big 
piece of oregon under the car so that if anything 
goes wrong, the car will not fall to the ground. In 
the bush, I put two wheels under the car, (the spare 
and the one I have just removed) one on top of the 
other. Of course, axle stands are ideal, if you have 
them handy. 

BAY TO BIRDWOOD, 2007 
By Club Member Herb Simpfendorfer. 

The failed jack 

,r-

At long last, I was able to achieve one of my ambitions, to be in the well known Bay to. Birdwoo ... 
Rally. It is held every year about this time of year. The theme alternates annually between Veteran 
and Classic. So it was my turn this year, as the Austin 1800 range (and many other Austins) are 
defined as Classic. 

So I entered, polished up one of my black Austins, 
and drove the 1000 km to Adelaide two days before 
the event on September 30th. . One thousand eight 
hundred vehicles built between 1956 and 1975 were 
entered. First we assembed at the "bay" near 
Glenelg but did not see the water. According to the 
map, we were pretty close. I was getting organised, 
checking the program, having a cuppa, and so on, 
when along came Rob Medlin, and we had a very 
pleasant chat. You may recall that he now owns the 
Evan Green/Gelignite Jack Murray 1800 that did the 
figure of 8 double crossing of Australia in 1966, 
roughly through the middle west-east. He told me of 
the progress of his restoration of this historic 
vehicle. 



In the program, my car was listed as 

1202 H. Simpfendorfer 1966 Austin 1800 sedan 

All vehicles were put into one of five categories, and this determined the order of leaving to drive 
about one and a half hours to Birdwood in the Adelaide Hills. First were the concours vehicles, then 
vehicles carrying dignitaries, then trucks, then motorcycles, then the rest of us. Of course, there was a 
long wait, and eventually off we went. On just about every section of the route, people had set up 
with chairs and food to see the procession. There was a lot of waving and tooting of horns. 

The logo 

At Birdwood, the entrants were parked in a 
paddock adjacent to the Birdwood Mill 
Museum, which is the National Motor 
Museum. On arrival, we were given the 
program and badge, a very nice one indeed. 
When everyone had arrived, it surely was a 
paddock full of very fine vehicles. We had 
our lunch, then wandered around fmding 
vehicles and people of interest, then had a 
look through the Museum. There was also 
entertainment on the portable stage. It was all 
a lot of fun. 

The Museum contains some very important vehicles, like Tom Kruse's Leyland Badger which he 
drove for years on the Maree to Birdsvillemail run, and which was featured in the film Back of 
Beyond, and again in the film of the last mail run not many years ago. There is also the oldest running 
Australian made vehicle, a Shearer. As is expected, it is a wagon with a steam engine and chain 
system to the wheels. The list of important vehicles goes on and on. Surely motorcycle enthusiasts 
are well catered for, as there are dozens of motorcycles. But what about BMC vehicles? 
In a comer, there is a "Mark II" Austin 1800. Nicely restored, but not quite as it left the factory, as the 
front bumper has over-riders. I could not check out any other features, as there is a rope in front of it 
to stop close investigation. A few metres away is a P76, looking very nice. And just alongside of it is 
a Force 7. 

Maybe I will not be in the Rally in two years time. It could well be your turn. 
___ f' --________________________________________________________________ ~---------

Old Petrol 

Comment from Club Member Patrick Farrell: 

Further to Herb Simpfendorfer's article in the last magazine, the shelf life of ULP 
is 6-8 weeks. After this the octane rating diminishes rapidly due to the Butane, 
which is put in it to increase the volatility, leaching out. You can put a stabiliser in 
it, which will increase the shelf life for up to two years. This is what I use in all my 
petrol powered units. The stabiliser is available from some mower shops. 



Spare Parts in the Car on a Trip. 
By Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

When we go on a trip, we have to make a decision on what spare parts to carry with us. 
Of course, we all take a spare wheel, fan fuses bes and radiator hoses. 

Depending on how far we go, and, 
more to the point, how far from 
places where Austin 1800 parts are 
readily available, some of us also 
take spark plugs, a carburettor, a 
water pump, a distributor, a fuel 
pump, an alternator or generator, 
voltage regulator, a Bendix spring for 
the starter motor, suspension parts, as 
all of these can fail. It is also a good ..... 1:1 
idea to take tools and equipment to 
replace all these items! 

A few years ago, our illustrious 
editor told us in an article that he 
went north without a spare head 
gasket, and tried to get one in the 
Albury area on a Sunday. Shame! 
Not good! 

But I am going to tell you that the lists above do not include a very important item that 
we should all carry, and that is, wait for it, a spare speedo cable. . 

TO ~£ IN T~c 

(~R A L",A'I S 

I read in a book written by an outback adventurer, and he said he did not carry any 
spares except those necessary to get home if something goes wrong. So he would 
never ever carry a spare speedo cable, or parts for the heater, or a blinker unit, for 
example, as it is possible to go any distance with these items broken, or even totally 
removed. * So why do I list a speedo cable as a very important spare to carry? It came 
to me in a flash as I was motoring home through Tanunda S.A. from the Bay to 
Birdwood rally in my very nice looking black Mark 1 Austin 1800 sedan. It was all 
polished up, and the chrome parts were gleaming. 

Anyway, I was driving through the end of the very long main street, and the two 
occupants of a distinctively coloured vehicle which was parked facing me took a very 
close interest in my vehicle using a device held up to the face. Horror! They chased me, 
flashed their headlights. I stopped. I told the man in blue I was going home to NSW 



from the Rally, and had no idea I was doing anything wrong. It certainly did not look 
like a place where there is a very low speed limit. He pointed out the error of my ways, 

o that I was going 64 kmJhr in a 50 kmJhr zone, and he let me off with a warning. So 
from now on, we all know that the S.A. Police Force members are a cut above the rest! 
Back to the topic. Going even a few km over the speed limit is very tough on the 
pocket these days, and the penalties should be avoided at all costs. There is only one 
way you know if you are doing over the speed limit, and that is to look at the speedo. I 
defy anyone to know without a working speedo** if the speed of the car is 50 or 55, 
for example. So a correctly functioning speedo is a most important item to stop money 
leaving our hip pocket. 

I have yet to break a speedo cable, and I do not want to. The back up plan without a 
functioning speedo is to go slower than anyone else, hoping that the majority are going 
at the speed limit, or maybe just a little over. This plan is not a good one if th~re is 
no-one else on the road, as can often happen! 

r--. A speedo cable can be replaced in a few minutes. It is an easy job. I have no idea if 
they are available new commercially, but I'll always have one from one of my wrecks 
in the boot. What about you? 

* I read about another guy who travels with his wife to the most remote places on this earth in a 
Range Rover, and his policy is to have a program of periodic replacing of all parts which can fail. 
This would be done at predetermined intervals, no matter how good the parts are working at the 
time. It would be rather expensive to do this, but would certainly guarantee no breakdown except in 

the most unusual of circumstances. 

** unless you have a calibrated tacho. 

Topics for Perusal 
By Club Member Herb Simpfendorfer 

There is just a bit of space left on this page, so I will raise a few points that are 
f' too complicated for my brain to work out. There would be someone else who 

can tell me, and maybe other club members, how it all works. 

1. The vacuum gauge registers zero inches of mercury when the engine is 
working real hard and lots of air/fuel mixture is going from the carburettor to 
the combustion chambers. It also registers zero when the engine is turned off. 
The question is: How is fuel pulled into the combustion chambers when there is 
zero vacuum at the inlet manifold? 

2 . How does the "closed circuit breathing system" work in a Series B engine. 
I think I have it worked out, but it would be nice to hear from someone who 
knows all the technical details. I do know it is not simple, as the situation 
changes depending on the position of the accelerator, or more accurately, the 
degree of vacuum in the inlet manifold. Worshop manuals give only the 

f' skimpiest of details, and nothing quantitative. 

3. Is there a, simple way to describe the working of a brake servo unit? 



Fit a new ................ . 
By Club member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

('

It is extremely annoying to come to a sentence in the Workshop Manual, where it says, an~ 
I quote: 

Detach the filler cap from the engine rocker cover and 
fit a new filler cap assembly. 

Now this may be appropriate language to use for the mechanic who can go to the spare 
parts department a few yards away and get a new filler cap while he waits, but what about 
us poor blokes that have never seen a new filler cap, and never will? 

So what are we to do? Up to now, I have just ignored the instruction, and put the old one 
back again, and this has caused no known engine distress or inconvenience. The engine I 
use most continues to hum along merrily, and, indeed has gone around Australia twice and 
on highways and byways in many other places. But you do get the feeling that maybe it 
would be better to do what the book says. So there should be an investigation sometime 
about this cap .......... r--

If the workshop manual editor would only tell us WHY it is necessary to replace this item, 
then we could get more of a guilty conscience if we use the old one again. He does give us 
a hint that there is a filter inside the cap, which cleans air that goes into the engine, and if 
you take the cap off while the engine is running, and put your hand on the hole, you will 
notice there is some air going into the engine at that spot. We can logically infer that this 
could get clogged up and prevent the flow of fresh air into the engine. But what we need to 
know is: Where is the filter? Can it be easily accessed and then replaced? 

Of course, the editor of the Workshop Manual is long gone, so I decided to fmd out myself 
what is inside the cap. Lucky I have a dozen or so with which to experiment! To expose 
the innards, I used an angle grinder. I can now tell you how to take it apart without this 
tool. Get a smallish Philips head screwdriver, put its point into the hole at the bottom of 
the cap. It is important that the hole there is not made a whole lot bigger. 

Put the cap upside down on a firm base, and use 
the screwdriver as a lever, pulling the part with 
the hole up and out while supporting the body 
of the unit with the other hand. See Fig 2. 

Inside there are two parts. The larger is 
cylindrical (B). Then there is a floppy disk that 
looks like a piece of felt (A). So, the cap has 
four parts, as shown in Fig ,t. 

The cylindrical filter (B) is made of some kind of 
artificial fibre. It seems that the felt part is there 
to keep the filter from rattling around in the 
housing. 



~ 
So the only part that needs attention is the cylindrical filter. The options are to clean or to 
replace. 

The filter could well be rather grotty, so your conscience will tell you not to put it back 
into service as it is. I cannot see any problem with cleaning it with kero or petrol. This 
certainly gets rid of all the oily deposits. But some may like to get a new one. Since it 
does not have a part number, we have to use other methods to get a replacement. Well, it 
so happens that the filter in a Girling Brake Servo Unit is made of the same material, is 
the same diameter, but is slightly shorter in length. And it does have a Part Number. It is 
listed as 

Element - Air Filter 27H24519. 

in the Parts List. So what is the good of knowing this if it is too short? A few extra 
pieces of felt will stop it rattling around inside the housing. Avoid using rubber, as it 
deteriorates in oil. This part from a used Girling unit would be equivalent to a new filter, 

~ as very little air flows into a Servo Unit. I asked at Monstype about this part, and the guy 
smiled nicely, and led me to believe that these parts are no longer available. However I 
do know that it is possible to get a reconditioned Girling unit on an exchange basis, so 
who knows what they do with this filter. Maybe clean it and put it back in. 

Putting in any old filter material is not a good way to go. The amount of air that goes 
through the cap is critical, as it determines the amount of gases involved in the closed 
breathing system of the 1800. Stuffing the cap full of felt, or enlarging the hole at the 
bottom, for example, would certainly alter the amount of gases flowing through the 
system. This can be done, but it would then be absolutely necessary to check the mixture 
afterwards. This it because the gases of the closed circuit breathing system are a 
significant proportion of the "air" in the air/petrol mixture going to the combustion 
chambers. It is all very complicated, because the amount of gases flowing in the closed 
circuit breathing changes whenever the accelerator position is changed. 

/\ So the best thing to do is replace the cap with a new one now which would guarantee the 
mixture is the same after as before. Next best, is take the filter out and clean it, and check 
the mixture afterwards. 

Putting the cap back together again is fairly simple, in the order of 10 grunts and one 
skinned knuckle job. It is a bit difficult because there needs to be a tight fit to stop air 
bypassing the filter. 



The Oil Separator 
By Club member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

Now here is something you have always wanted to know: 

What is inside the oil separator? 

It looks like a simple tube with a pipe coming in sideways 
at the bottom and a smaller tube going out from the top. No 
amount of squinting, holding up to let the sun shine in, use 
of mirrors, shaking, etc. will reveal what, if anything, is 
inside. Blowing through will reveal little if any resistance to 
the flow of air. Holding it in the hand makes it clear that 
there is nothing heavy inside. 

To solve the mystery, I got to work with the angle grinder, 
and cut one in half. Inside, about in the middle, is a plug of 
coarse steel wool, about 3 cm long, completely filling the 
centre section of the tube. It is there to trap oil particles. 
Many of the hot oil gas particles condense into liquid oil 
when they come into contact with the relatively cooler steel 
wool. This then drains back into the sump. 

oVT~IDlE. 

The important question is whether this part ever needs cleaning or replacing . . I 
have not read anything about these options in a workshop manual. The answer is 
"probably not" if the engine oil has been regularly changed. BUT if an engine is 
being restored and there is a possibility of oil having been in the engine a long 
time, I feel it would be appropriate to fill the unit with petrol, let it soak for a day, 
give it a good shake, and drain it out. You will be surprised what comes out. You 
may even want to repeat the procedure. I say this because the unit I cut in half had 
a lot of gunk at the bottom and in the steel wool plug. There is certainly nothing 
that can be damaged by giving it a good wash, as the only parts inside are springy 
steel (the plug) and metal spring clips (to stop the plug moving around). Let it dry 
out good and proper before using it again. 



('. 

~, 

The Austin 1800 in the News Again. 
By Club Member Herb Simpfendorfer 

The advertisement shown below was in The Border Mail, the premier newspaper of the 
Albury Wodonga area, where I live. Close scrutiny shows that a Mark 1 Austin 1800 has 
pride of place in the ad. Have a good look at it, and try to work out what it is all about. 

.' Tenor 

Heavy Outy Welders Needed 

It's simple: at lenix, we reward our staff with a safe 
and productive work environment, and cutting edge 
M113 armoured vehicles to work on. 

Our welders get the highest salaries in the Albury/ 
Wodonga region, and one of the highest welding 
accreditations. available. 

We're looking for-skilled, or 4th year apprentice 
welders. So if you've got the know-how, we've got 
the job for you. 

, Ebdof:stot1'~ · ' 

For mQre fnformation and tQ al1@I¥. visit www.tenlx.com/careers and seatcfl 
under AlburyjWodonga orcalbouf,M113 Recruiter on 0448 588626. 
You must be an Australian Citizen, eligible for Defence.Security Clearance. 

It seems to me (tongue in cheek) that it is all about what happens in the Army these days. 
Mark I Austin 1800 sedans are collected by the Army. The technicians take off the 
bonnet, the windscreen wipers, the bumper over-riders and headlights. A piece is cut out 
of the grille for improved engine cooling. Without further ado, a skilled driver then takes 
off through the bush to blaze a trail for the armoured vehicles to follow. This can be 
done because of the inherent toughness of the Australian made body. After two years of 
this kind of activity, the armoured vehicles are rebuilt, but the Austins can manage a 
further year before needing attention. 
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T'~ Landcrab Owners Club 
. Of i~m~·~!!S~ 

Australasia 
22 Davison Street MITCHAM VIC 3132 

Ph 03 9873 3038 

Welcome to the 142"d newsletter, for April and may, 2007 



New Members 
Clive Saunders 

Ian Cope 

Michael Sage 

Daryl Stephens 

5 Apex Close, Craignishi OLD 

65 A Henning Cresent 
Manning W.A. 

71 Williams Road 
Grapetree OLD 

Landcrab Club of Australia 
22 Davison Street 
Mitcham, Victoria 3132 

Dear Daryl, 

0741287284 

0894505161 

0746979386 

Please find enclosed a cheque for 35 dollars being for membership to the Landcrab Club 
of Australia. 

I am at present restoring a MK 2 Sedan and a MK I and 2 Utes. The utes are big jobs but 
the Sedan is in very good condition given that I found it in a paddock, sitting for 5 years. 
Just changed flushed the petrol, cleaned the points and it fired away. Drove it home some 
30k away with no problems. Even the battery came good after 2 days of trickle charging! 

Anyway as you would expect I also need contacts for a good source of parts, mainly 
rubber components such as engine mounts and dust boots for ball joints etc. Additionally 
I see from your letter that you have plans to make a suspension pump and the Z9 adaptor. 
Could you provide this information? 

Thanks for the opportunity to join the club. 

Adam Krenske 8 Errington Street, Moorooka OLD mk 11 Ute 
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AU,.OMA,.IC 
,.RA.SMISSIO. 
Another first for BMC 

The heart of the automatic transmission on the new 
Wolseley 18/85 is the Borg-Warner Model 35 now 
in use on millions of cars the world over. 

The basic transmission features on more than 50 
models made in six countries, ranging from l300cc 
to 4 litres, but this is the first time that it has been 
applied to a front-wheel-drive transversely
mounted engine. 

To adapt this fully automatic three-speed gearbox 
to the configuration of the wide and spacious 
Wolseley 18IS5 with cross-wise engine and front
wheel drive presented special problems. These have 
been solved through the tearnwork of BMC and 
Borg-Warner engineers, so that the final products 
fits into the car without even changing the engine 
mountings, and without adding any weight penalty. 

Prototypes were tested under all conditions 
before the final design was decided. 

Space problems 
-The main problems to be solved were those of 
space, and of turning 'the drive to run parallel with 
the crosswise engine and then to the front wheels, 
instead of straight back into the engine to the rear 
axle, as it is in what used to be regarded as the ortho
dox or classic layout. 

In the final design it was possible to fit in the 
torque converter and planetary gear set so cleverly 
that the automatic car has the same ground 
clearance as the manual version and 
can be made in right-hand or left
hand version without modification, 
except in the location of the gear 
selector lever. 

Placing this lever on the fascia to 
the right of the dri ver in a right-hand 
drive, leaves the floor clear, and pro
vides even more interior room in an 
already exceptionally roomy car. 
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Novel design 
features 
Linkage from the selector lever to the transmission 
is made by two flexible cables instead of the more 
usual system of rods, so that there is no problem in 
transposing from right to left hand dri ve, other than 
changing the run of the cables. 

A standard 9'h in torque converter is used 
between engine and transmission in place of the 
conventional flywheel and clutch, but the converter 
assembly has been made about I '/~ in shorter over
all, so that it fits on the engine without modification 
to the bodywork. 

This have beCn achieved by using a shorter spigot 
locating the converter into the crankshaft and mov
ing the mounting flange to the outside diameter of 
the converter. The impeller hub for driving the oil 
pump has also been shortened. 

On the Wolseley 18/85 the drive is taken from 
the crankshaft through plate to the torque con
verter and the oil 
pump which 
supplies 
hydraulic 
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transmission and lubrication. 
The drive then goes down to the planetary gear 

set which is mounted underneath and in line with the 
crankshaft through a Hy-Vo chain supplied by the 
Morse Chain Division of the Borg-Warner 
COIporation. This eliminates the idler gear normall y 
interposed between engine and gearbox drive gears 
on manual gearbox cars, making a more compact 
drive line possible. 

The Hy-Vo chain (the name derives from 'high 
velocity; and 'involute') combines the speed capa
bilities of high-speed gears with the smoothness of a 
belt drive. 

The engine/automatic transmission unit is very 
little longer than, and the same height as, the manual 
version. Unlike the completely new design of the 
automatic transmission used in the Mini and 1100, 
that used in the Wolseley 18/85 is an adaptation of 
an existing transmission which was not designed to 
operate on engine oil. 

The transmission, although enclosed within the 
engine casing must, therefore, be isolated from the 
engine sump by a 'roof' or 'ceiling' over the plane
tary gear set, so that the engine and u'ansmission oils 
are separated. The design of the crankshaft is such 
as to ensure this separation. 

The Wolseley 18/85 automatic transmission pro
vides three mechanical ratios which are supple
mented by the torque convener, which provides 
additional torque ratio up to 2: I. 

The fascia-mounted selector provides the posi
tions P-R-N-D-L (park, Reverse. Neutral , Drive, 
Lock-up). Gearbox ratios are first gear 2.39: I, sec
ond 1.4:i,: I, third I : I, reverse 2.09 : I. 

The ~tarter switch operates only in Park or 
Neutral , and for notmal driving the selector is left in 
Drive, when the transmission will start in tirst, 
change 10 second at I Omph (16kmlh) on a very light 
throttle. 

With the throttle pedal depressed to the Kick
down posit it.n, changes occur from first to second at 
40mph (64kmlh) and second to third at 58mph 
(93km/h). 

For engine braking. selection of Lock-up should 
. not be engaged or retained at speeds in excess of 
60mph (96km/h). 

Engine braking 
For maximum engine braking with Lock-up 
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selected, it is possible to change from second to first 
at speeds below 24mph (l9kmlh) by using Kick
down. 

When starting from standstill with Lock-up 
selected or when kicking down, below 24mph 
(39kmlh), first gear will be engaged and retained 
regardless of car speed. To avoid overspeeding the 
engine, first should not be used at car speeds 
exceeding 45mph (72kmlh). 

When the car is parked, if the selector lever is 
moved to Park, the output shaft is mechanically 
locked to the main case through a pawl, effectively 
preventing the vehicle from moving. 
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Around the traps 
By Daryl Stephens 

Recently, I decided to purchase a couple of items over the net. Naturally, I was not 
happy to quote my usual visa card number just in case somebody unscrupulous 
somehow drained out the $40,000 available on the card.[ I know the Banks make 
guarantees against this sort of thing, but I treat them as politicians promises] 

Easy. I rang the ANZ and said I wanted another card with a $1,000 limit. Daughter 
Naomi was on the other line and after I had finished applied for a card also. [She has the 
same genetic weakness as her mother- shop till you drop!] 

The Bank claimed Naomi owed them $250-00 from a problem some 6 years ago, and 
could not have a card till that was paid. Things became heated and I suggested the r---
bank would either give us both a card or drop dead. The Bank chose to drop dead. 

Feeling miffed, I was working near a Commonwealth next day and waltzed in there. 
Although the only customer, I waited 5 minutes for some action and stormed out. There 
was a NAB next door who was most co operative. Except to give me a Visa with a 
$1,000 limit, they wanted a rate notice and my last 3 years tax returns. This venture 
collapsed in a session of name calling!! 

Arrived home to find Naomi on the phone to Westpac. Then I remembered I had a 
Westpac Visa that I never use with a $30,000 limit. She was successful and handed the 
phone to me. Not sure why but they trust me with $30,000 but would not give me a 
$1,000 card I suggested they remove $1,000 from the other card, and use it to fund the 
new card. Done. 

Arrived at the Branch to collect the new card, only to find it had arrived with a $5,000 
limit, and my existing card had a $5,000 limit increase!!! Was able to reduce the limit of 
the new card by $4,000 and added that to the limit of the existing card 

All this so I could purchase all 5 seasons of "The Nanny" from the U.S [which is out of 
stock, anyway!] 

Around this time, I decided to buy She Who Must Be Obeyed a new TV, and came home 
with it in the trailer. [Mrs. Editors note. Nothing to do with the imminent start of the 
football season, of course!] Naomi flew out of the house to show me a chunk of diamond 
on the left hand. Made all the right sounding noises, and not being completely silly, took 
the TV back in the hope of a refund [Weddings a ridiculously expensive!] I was laughed 
out of the shop. !! 

Note from Naomi. The olde coach roach has blown a head gasket because of my 
wedding, but forgets that he has had 27 years to save up for it! 

And to cap of a most interesting period, our Church- a mainstream Baptist with perhaps 
700 members -has twice this year announced members to be dead, only to correct 
themselves with many apologies!!! 



PROBLEMS WITH THE UTE. 
by Club member Herb Simpfendorfer 

- f"'-

Isntt it always the case with vehicles that the most baffling problems that come up turn out 
to have absolutely trivial solutions? For days we scratch our heads, pull out sundry 
clumps of hair, wonder if we should hand the vehicle over to a mechanic, stand and stare 
at the brute, read the Manual a,gain, more carefully this time, and some of us mumble 
words that are best left unprinted, others think of the crusher. 

Then, when the cause of the problem is found, it is so simple that it is highly embarrassing 
to talk about it, let alone put it in print in a prestigious magazine, like this one. 

This does not happen only once. It happens every time a problem arises, be it a squeak, a 
miss in the engine, a flat spot in acceleration, overheating, a drop in oil pressure, a brake 
light that does not work, and so on. 

~ Problems will always arise in 40 year old vehicles, like ours. So the owner of an older 
vehicle has to have a ton of patience, be slow to anger, have an analytical brain, have the 
ability to think laterally, be able to visualize in solid form what is in two dimensions in 
the Workshop Manual, know the characteristics of many metals, the flow of fluids, the 
effect of varying degrees of vacuum, the way electrons move, what volts are all about, 
know what the needles on various meters are telling us, and to be able to think through a 
problem all night long. It is good to know that there is a simple solution once the cause of 
the problem is found, and there need be very little, if any, expenditure to rectify the 
problem. 

Fortunately, a vehicle consists of a number of separate systems, each of which can be 
dealt with in isolation. For example, if a headlight does not work, you do not check the 
level of the brake reservoir fluid, or if the car engine does not start, you do not check the 
air pressure in the tyres, or if there is a squeak under the dash, you do not check the valve 

~timing. Sillyr 

Which brings me to my little problem which stumped me for a few days. It happened like 
this. My 1970 Austin 1800 ute is partially restored, and I was checking something with 
the engine running in the shed, and there were a few splutters, and it stopped. The engine 
would not start again. Now, the problem would have Jo be fuel or spark, and splutters 
indicate a lack of fuel. So I unhooked the fuel line at the carbie, and wound the starter 
motor, as the petrol pump is mechanical in this ute. No fuel came out of the pipe. Ah, hal 
Now I knew the system I was dealing with: petrol tank with attached gauge equipment, 
fuel lines, and petrol pump. That's all! Looking anywhere else would be a waste of time. 

;::::::'=::::;:::=CAR61£ 
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Next step. Look at the fuel gauge. It was about one quarter. So there is fuel in the tank. -------
Next step. It would have to be something associated with the fuel pump. Or maybe a -
blocked line, but most unlikely. Off with the fuel pump (not easy on the 1800). There 
were dribbles coming out of the pump, so I knew I was on the right track. A suck and 
blow test shows if the valves in a pump are working, and one valve was a bit dodgy, with 
some leaking of air, so I was rejoicing. The diaphragm was perfect, and the rest of the 
mechanism was working OK and looked good. I took out the one way valves, and gave 
them a good blow. After putting it all back together again, the suck and blow test showed 
no more leaks. 
Put back the pump. Switch on, try to start. No good. 

What could it possibly be now? Well, the pump is at a higher level than the tank, so there 
may be a vacuum leak in the inlet side of the pump, maybe where the pipe comes in. Any 
air leak here would stop petrol coming into the pump, and certainly nothing would be 
going to the engine. ./ 

All this happened over a number of days, as I do not have the luxury qf working non stop 
on this project. Maybe it is better that way, as it is quite possible to keep thinking about a 
problem while mowing a lawn, or on a postie run, for example. 

Maybe the inlet side of the pump was defective, allowing air to come in at that point. So I 
took off the pump again, found another one, checked it out thoroughly, and it tested 
perfect. I put it on, and still no go. Now I was clutching at straws. * 

Another possibility is that no air can get into the petrol tank to replace fuel going out. 
This can happen, but is most unlikely. To check this, I left off the petrol tank cap. Still no 
good. To check about the last of all possibilities, I crawled under the ute, and 
disconnected the fuel line from the tank. No flow. No flow! Hard to believe. So the 
problem was found. It was not the pump, or the lines or fittings. It was the fuel gauger
reading one quarter full, but the petrol level was lower than the outlet pipe in the tank. I 
soon put the outlet pipe on again, put in five litres of fuel, and you can guess the rest. 

The problem in this case was that I assumed the fuel gauge read accurately, and continued 
to work using this assumption. In hindsight, not good, but seemed a logical way to go. 
So, it is quite clear that, until you have used a newly restored vehicle for some time, you 
cannot trust the fuel gauge. 

My ute petrol tank is buckled quite badly underneath, (the vehicle was abandoned on the 
River Murray flats some years ago), but has no leaks, so it will be OK for a long time. 
But until I do something about it, I have to remember that 114 means empty. If the float 
mechanism is easy to get at (which it isn't) I could take it off and bend the arm to make it 
accurate. When I have a spare hour or two, I'll do this, as an accurate fuel gauge is highly 
desirable, after all. The whole tank has to come off before an adjustment can be made. r-

So a very perplexing problem turned out to be SO EASY to cure. It always happens like 
that. 
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I wonder what my next problem will be? Whatever it is, I know already there will be a 
simple solution, even if it takes me a week to fmd it. 

* Apparently Winston Churchill was invited to the U.S. to speak to the American people 
about the War which was then in progress. After being introduced to the audience of the 
most important people in the U.S., he stood up and went to the lectern, and said: 

''NEVER GIVE UP." 
Then he sat down, because he had fInished his speech. Why bring this up? Well, the three 
words of Winston Churchill could well be a fItting motto for people in vehicle restoration 
when problems arise. 

Additional notes relating to earlier articles. 
Club member Patrick Farrell told me: 
1. Why did the engine designers of the B Series engine aim for a slight negative 
pressure (i.e. a slight vacuum) inside the engine? Apparently it was to minimise oil 
leaking out of the engine past certain seals. Pretty smart, eh? 

~ 2. Brand new engine oil fIller caps are still available. Phone Geoff White at Layco 
in Melbourne on 03 8711 3166 ( he also has many other parts of interest to 1800 owners) 
or any fIrm which had MG parts, as the MGs that have the Austin Series B engine have, 
of course, the same oil fIller cap. 

Club member Neil Melville wrote: 
3. There were in fact three types of oil fIller caps used for the 1800 series. They 
varied a little. 
4. ULP in a sealed container has an unlimited life, according to Caltex, and they 
claim with bulk storage using a vertical vent pipe, the useful life is one year. 
5. A very useful spare to carry on a trip for Mark 2 owners is a Mark 1 carby 
thinking especially of the thick neoprene fuel line from float bowl to carby seat on Mark 2 
vehicles, as it hardens with age and breaks off, because it is constantly flexed while in 
use. If it breaks, there is petrol all over the place. The Mark 1 type has a strong flexible 

~ nylon tube, which lasts a very long time. 

PICNIC AT HANGING ROCK on February 10th. 
By Club member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

A brief summary is that I went from my home at Walla 
Walla to a caravan park near the Picnic site on Saturday 
afternoon, had a very interesting day at the Picnic on 
Sunday, stayed with relatives in Melbourne on Sunday 
night, and came home again on Monday. The black Austin 
1800 ran smoothly all the way for the total of 806 km. I 
may have been the only Landcrab Club member there, but I 1 

did see two other Crabs. 
~ 
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At the Picnic, over 2500 went through the gate, paying $20 each. Not all are restored/' :, 
vehicles these days, some are barely out of the showroom, but nobody complains because -
$20 is twenty dollars. But there are enough over 30 year old vehicles there to make the 
trip eminently worthwhile. 
I was given a place close to one of four toilet blocks, which was good, as at my age, 
frequent visits are necessary depending on the weather. 
I did go around and see all the vehicles, albeit some were at a distance of 20 metres from 
my path. It is quite impossible to go close to each vehicle before they start leaving at 
about 1 p.m. Think about it. If it takes you ten seconds to go from one vehicle to the 
next, it would take over six hours to do the rounds. And that does not include having a 
close look at the best ones. Some people do very little walking around, they just park, set 
up the picnic gear, and laze around eating, drinking, and talking. The organisation was 
superb as usual, the stalls were useful, there was plenty of food and drink, and the weather 
was excellent: warm and calm. Plenty of entertainment too. A new (to me) insurance · 
company had a stall to attract business: Lumley Special Vehicles Insurance. Other stalls/' 
were V ACC, Meguiars, Unique Cars, Hanging Rock Winery, Just Cars and Autobarn. I 
bought some Meguiars products and walked past the rest. Way back out of sight of the 
organisers was a small "swap meet" site, and I bought some of his stuff too. 

What I want. to tell you about are the features of the Picnic that impressed me this time. 
There were vehicles in all these categories: Luxurious, ugly, brand new, unbelievable, 
interesting, innovative, stately, illogical, bizarre, very expensive, cheap, very loud, 
perfectly maintained, rough as bags. 

It seems to me that some vehicle fanciers look for the most uncomfortable and silly 
looking vehicle there is, and restore it. All they want is a head turner. Imagine going 
around Australia in a street rod (there were many there). You would need a 
physiotherapist and a masseur after every hour of travel. Imagine riding a motorcycle 
with handlebars higher than your head. Imagine having a vehicle with no luggage space.r 
Or no weather protection. Or made by a washing machine firm? Or having no practical 
use whatsoever. 

The most bizarre was arguably an import from the U.S., a Lincoln, which had been 
stretched, so that there was a built in spa, a built in BBQ, and a built in bar. Also, there 
was a guy there with a trike towing a very small caravan. He had a dog that travelled on 
the seat behind him. There were about a dozen trikes, and a hundred motorbikes there, 
with only about three in the restored category. And the most illogical vehicle I saw was a 
huge International prime mover which will never tow anything again. Between the cab 
and the abrupt tail end just past the back tandem wheels was a big box, which was 
probably the equivalent of a camper unit. The owner was not around and there was no 
information on the vehicle, but I imagine he goes touring with this outfit, and uses the box 
as living quarters! Somebody told me it would be a rather expensive way to go, as these 
trucks are pretty heavy on fuel! ~,,----. 
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-f' There were prizes of all kinds: oldest person, oldest driver, oldest vehicle, person who has 
come the furtherest distance, vehicle from the furtherest distance, and so on. One 
category that they avoided was the vehicle of highest value. That would have been 
interesting, and highly contentious. Anyway, as I am only 70 years old, travelled only 
300 km, and have a vehicle only 40 years old, I did not bother to enter in any of the 
categories. The winners would have beaten me by miles. I would not have won the most 
valuable vehicle category either, as the 1800 still has little commercial value. But I would 
have had a good chance for the vehicle of least value, if that category was on the list. 
Having said that, I still love the 1800 dearly, no matter what its commercial value is. 

The event attracts more vehicles every year. Yes, it definitely was worth going there, and 
hopefully you and I will both be there next year on the 22nd Picnic at Hanging Rock on 
Sunday 8th February 2009. 

Not in the workshop manual 
By Daryl Stephens 

During a recent engine out operation recemtly, a slight problem materialized. 
With the disgraced automatic transmission separated from the block, the block 
was sitting on the garage floor. 

This of course bent at right angled the tube that the dipstick runs in 

Some 20 hours later, I attempted to put the dipstick down the tube its sits in, to no 
avail. The tube would not come out because of the bend in it. 

Solution? 

Attatch the engine crane to it and lift. The front wheels left the ground and out 
came the dipstick tube! 

Windows Live Hotmail 

Man robs a bank and takes hostag.es. 

He asks the first hostage if he saw him rob the bank. 

Hostage answers "Yes". 

Robber shoots him in the head. 

He asks the second hostage if he saw him rob the bank. 

Hostage answers, "No, but my wife did". 

Page 2 of 2 
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New Reply Reply all Forward Delete Junk 

Move to Options 

Fw : Vehicles in my care 
From: Sandra Saunders (clivesandra@ozemail.com.au) 

You may not know this sender. Mark as safe I Mark as unsafe 

Sent: Monday, 7 January 200B 9:10:46 AM 
Reply- to : Sandra Saunders (clivesandra@ozemail.com.au) 
To : stephensdaryl@hotmail.com 

@ Austin 1B ... jpg (66.9 KB) , Austin 1B ... jpg Security scan upon download .1t,t~'.1~-
(66.6 KB) , October O . .. jpg (85 .5 KB) 

Hi Daryl, 
These are a couple of photos of my vehicles. 
The Bedford is a 1957 "0" series I purchased in 2001. It was deregistered in 
November 2000 in Nathalia Vic, after serving 23 yrs as a tow truck for B.H.B. GM 
Dealership. I finally had it registered in July 07. 
The 1968 Austin Mk1 1800 was registered in Toowoomba 1969 and owned by a 
lady until she became to old to drive when it was passed on to her daughter who 
did not have it long, when it was sold at a garage sale to a BMC man. His problem 
was that it took up valuable space in his garage where Mini's should have been. 
So reluctantly it had to go but not just to anyone, it had to go to a good home and 
he found that in me, I'm proud to say. It is in original condition and still looks pretty 
smart. 
I have in the past owned many Mini's and raced them on dirt track in Vic, a 1965 
Austin 1800 Mk 1, a Morris Nomad then an Austin Tasman. 
Could you please advise me as to who to make the cheque payable to. 
I am looking forward to receiving the mag "Landcrab" and past issues back to July 
07, if that is possible please. 
Many Thanks, 
Clive Saunders 

The message is ready to be sent with the following file or link 
attachments: 
Austin 1800 004.jpg 
Austin 1800 OOS.jpg 
October 07 043.jpg 

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may 
prevent sending or receiving certain types of file attachments. Check 
your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled . 
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2374 Km in 4 days. 
By Lachlan Story 

I recently purchased an Austin 1800 Mark II in Queensland. This car has been modified by 
boring and stroking the engine to 2 liters, the addition of twin 1.5" Stromberg Carbies and 
the compression ratio increased to 10:1. Internally rods and bolts etc were balanced as was 
the flywheel, ute drive shafts used and up rated disc pads. The car has no rust and one 
small ding in the rear. The body is nearly perfect but the paint is only fair with some 
chemical bubbling (not rust) and some over polished areas. 

The car had not been driven for a couple of years but I had been told that it had been 
started regularly. One big bonus was that it is registered in Victoria where I live not 
Queensland where it lived. 

Acting on faith I jumped a plane and headed to Queensland where I picked up the car. I 
checked the tyre pressures, oil water etc and turned the key. Low and behold the engine 
caught and ran. You bloody buteo I promptly headed first to Brisbane then over to the 
Newel Highway. 

I drove the car over the next 4 days 2374 km (Sat Nav) all the way home and in that time it 
did not miss a beat. I added about half a liter of engine oil in Moama but other than that it 
did not use any fluids. 

I stopped at places like Parkes, to look at the Telescope and I passed a farm that had 2 
WW2 Aeroplanes on it. 

During the trip it was surprising the number of people who approached me remarking on the 
fact that they don't see 1800s any more of telling me fond memories of them (or "what is 
it?" from some). 

The last 100 km to Echuca I decided to take to the dirt and got to Echuca the back way. 
Boy did I have some fun. With the great handling and oodles of power on tap I had the time 
of my life. The next day I drove the last 350 km home in a much more sedate manner. 

This car has such a high level of comfort, and grace and ease of handling, combined with 
more than ample power is as good if not better than many brand new cars. The only things 
missing were cruise control and air conditioning, both of which I hope to remedy. 

I will fix the small ding in the back and eventually repaint the car. I have to learn how to 
tune Stombergs but that is another matter. 

So much fun for so little money. You gotta love em! 

Regards 

Lockie 



Hi Daryl 

Here is the first of two articles on my 1800 rebuild. 

I am calling them "OK so what do I do nowt' & "OK so what do I do now ?2" 

There are a few pies so I will send them in 3 separate emails. Only use the ones 
you think are worth useing The second article is underway and I am writing it as I 
rebuild the engine. 

Kind Regards 

Lockie 

~1800 Engine rebuild 020e.jpg 

~1800 Engine rebuild 007e .jpg 



~1800 Engine rebuild 012e.jpg 

Windows Live Hotmail 

The restored 1800 mk 111 of Andrew Downing 



NEW WIRING SYSTEM FOR THE 1800 

DEVELOPED JOINTLY BY THE BRITISH MOTOR CORPORATION 
and Aircraft-Marine Products (G.B.) Ltd., the new 
bulkhead connector system for the Austin 1800 
represents a major technical advance in motor car 
wiring. 

In this design the conventional single harness system 
is replaced by a basic three-section harness centred 
around the bulkhead connector using multi-way plug and 
socket connections. Multiway connectors are fitted, to
gether with the necessary fuse circuits and spare fuses . 
. The advantages to the motorist are of great impor

tance, combining greater functional efficiency, provi
sion for additional electric attachments, and a saving 
in time and cost for servicing. The development of this 

f\ equipment demonstrates the effectiveness of creative 

\ '1 

R. A. Chipp this month describes the:new 
bulkhead connector wiring system for 
the Austin 1800. It represents a major 
technical advance in motor car wiring 

collabonition between the research and development 
departments of the two companies. This new system 
is in keeping with the forward design thinking, evident 
in the current range of B.M.C. car models. 

The highly developed technical and design capa
bilities of Aircraft-Marine Products in these fields were 
applied to meet the requirements set by the car's design
ers in the initial planning stage of the new model. 

B.M.C. required five things. 
First, a method of splitting the harness into two or 

more sections, not employing printed circuits. Second, 
a design to conform to space limitations,and to pro
vide fused circuits and additional circuitways. 

The design had to be adaptable for harness variations 
for special purpose vehicles (military or police). 

341 
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1. The opening for the bnlkhead connector can be seen in 
this picture with the two 8-way plugs from the engine 
harness. 

2. This picture shows the bulkhead connector installed 
with the engine harness connected. 

3. The moulded bulkhead connector before assembly In 
the bulkhead. In this picture can be seen the link be
tween dashboard and tail harness. 

4. The steering column switch connecting the dashboard 
harness using two 6-way plugs and connectors. The 
link to the dip switch can be seen behind the steering 
column. 

5. The steering column switch wiring with two 6-way 
connectors to mate with the dashboard harness. 

2 3 

4 5 



Spares and Repairs 
By Daryl Stephens 

We are fortunate here in Melbourne, as my outside thermometer shows 38c, that we 
have possibly the worlds best 1800 mechanic in David Ealey 

He is mobile i.e. much to the War Committee's horror, he removed my 1800 power plant 
in our driveway recently [I "forgot "to tell her and she discovered it after visiting her 
Mother all day!] 

He can be talked! bribed into fixing automatics and can be found at the other end of 
r-- 9751 0221 

Spare parts 
The 1800 was a big selling car here in OZ. On a cars per head basis it sold better 
here than anywhere else in the World. 

However on simply car numbers they sold a lot more in England, simply because 
aT tne larger popUlatIon. 

Whilst the Poms have proved [many times] they cannot play cricket, they do have 
a redeeming feature. 

His name is Tony Wood phone 001 1 441 253 352 730 and he has the biggest 
supply of 1800 parts in the World 

He does NOT unfortunatelv have the nett on. He thinks puttina an alternator on 
his 1800 is moving into the 21 51 century 



Wanted 
Ute, preferably mk 11 manual, with a good body Peter Lavelle in Croydon Vic 
0417 155 132 

Selling 
68 mk 11 manual, with re built engine and new white paint - always gararged and one 
family since new RWC Bendigo Vic 0418837943 $1,500 or so 

Austin Montego 1988 Auto 115,000 ks no reg $1500 Tamborine Mountain QLD 
Sharon Hanfing 07 55454439 

1800 mk 11 auto new 2 pak white paint black interior Morayfield Malcolm Johnson 
$2500 07 3888 9931 

Contacts 

Calendar 

Could you have the following add placed in the next newsletter 

av'l<;Y 
C;";Vl 

For Sale Austin and Morris workshop manuals to suit 
Austin A40 Counties 
Austin A70/A90 
Austin Kimberley/Tasman 
Austin Freeway/Wolseley 24/80 
Morris 1100/11005 
Morris 1500 OHC/1300 Automatic 

All $25 each plus postage COD 

I also have a complete set of Tasman Badges $50 plus postage COD, 
other X6 parts for sale include 2 grilles, dashboards, Altenator, Starter 
motor and distributors 
Contact Peter on 0413 379410 or email landcrab69@yahoo.com.au 

Also have a look at my latest project at 

http://classiccircuits.eng . to/ 

Cheers 

Peter AJ 

Let's remember 

We're traveling 1st class 
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Welcome to newsletter number 143, for June and July, 2008 
-------

"ThIs must be what they call super-charglngl" 
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Thermatic 1800 
By Daryl Stephens 

AUSTIN/ MORRIS 1800 (Transverse) supp1ementaryfitting sheet 

KLF 1094 equipment ref.317/L(1800) 

The equipment should be mounted between the radiator and the wheel areh. 

To allow adequate clearance between the fan ,blade r and the radiator core, it 

is necessary to cut out the slotted grille underneath the near side wheel arch, 

using .a pad saw, or small hack saw. Mount the pivot block attatched to the short 

length ~f the L shaped arm to the side face of the chassis sub frame as sbown 

in ' the diagram. Adjust motor and blade to the centre of the square metal ~x 

on wheel arch side of the radiator. 

Adjust second arm to allow clevis to fit parallel to the sheet metal above 

r~diator grille opening 

Modify ex~.sting radiator fan ducting ,. top and bottotn as in .dia~r~(A) (B) . 
.... , . ~ I . " 

~ This ensures greater cooling capacity resulting f~om the ram effect airflow 

produced '):)y the forward motion cf .. the car. 
". ' , . .. 

" . S 

. ~ 

' . 



The drawing on the previous page fell out of a pile of papers recently. I seem to recall 
obtaining it about 15 years ago, and have been meaning to act on it ever since. These 
things take time! 

My vehicle already has the thermo fan, which made the rest easy. The fan, which fits on 
the mudguard side of the radiator, is bolted to the radiator fins, with the utmost caution. 

Obviously, it is done with the radiator out. At the same time a few minutes with the angle 
grinder and the grille in the mudguard will fall out, enabling the fan to replace it. 

The radiator is then re installed. Clarke rubber sells the rubber radiator vibration 
mounts. The only adjustable heat sensitive switch is the Davies Craig one which sells at 
Bursons for $44-00 or $59-18 at Repco. It is a fool of a design because a wire runs 
down the inside of the top radiator hose and stopping water seepage can be a problem. 

Next, as per diagram, the surround is cut down. Then the fan is removed and the 
surround replaced. 

The system has been in place for a week - my car is a daily driver- and there are 3 
pleasant surprises. 

1 On a sample of 1 full tank, fuel usage is down by 12% 
2 power output seems to be up noticeably 
3 Best of all, noise is down considerably ... So much so that my non standard exhaust, 
which I never used to notice is now uncomfortably loud, and will cop a 'hot dog' 
[resonator] tomorrow to shut it up. And when revved hard, there is no screeching from 
under the bonnet. And of course warm up is faster, particularly if stuck at traffic lights. 

Here in Melbourne, this week's weather has been typical Autumn- cool mornings 
warming up to the mid twenties which appear to be about the limit of the new system 
except when tootling down a freeway at 100 ks when the ram except is sufficient. I 
guess nothing will need to be done until September. However, plan A for summer is to 
install an additional water radiator, if it proves necessary. 

To this end, I found a small transmission cooler lying around, which fits quite comfortably 
inside the grille. The water leaving the heater through the fire wall will be diverted thro 
the cooler and then back into the existing outlet. [According to informed sources, an oil 
cooler will not cause the water to run cooler] 

Plan B, which has already been done is to remove 4 blades from the existing 6 bladed 
fan. This was simply done by drilling out the pop rivers, and the blades fall off. It is 

- ~~~dY ·i~~~~ of embarrassment. [It should be-noted as most Kimbefleyowners wiUnave 
discovered that the heater and fan on full will reduce water temperatures marginally] 

The reduced fan is ready- just in case. 

Moving on ... my 1800 disgraced it recently when an oil seal on the battery end of 
the crankshaft let go. The usual self employed problem [a nagging wife?] of whether to 
take time off work and fix it, or pay somebody else, in this case David Ealey on 9751 
0221 to do it. He did it. 

I have never seen anything like it! My vehicle is an automatic and he unbolted the auto 
and simply lifted off the engine, replaced the seal and replaced the engine. If my 
camera battery was not flat a photo of the engineless auto would have been included. 

16 
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AUSTINS OVER AUSTRALIA 2009 
PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Thursday April 9 th to Monday April 13th
• 

Newsletter #4, April 2008 

Hello again from the West. 

~ As you can see, we are now proudly sponsored by SHANNONS, and have finally been 
able to organize our promised "early in 2008" newsletter. 

Progress 
Thank you to the many people who have expressed their intent in joining us over Easter 

next year. 
We have received in excess of 170 replies which augers well for an exciting time. 

Included in this number is 1 from Sou~ Africa, 2 from the UK, 11 from NZ, and the rest from 
the Australia. 

If your circwnstances make it unable for you to atten~ please advise us if you no longer 
require further correspondence. 

Contents 
We include with this newsletter an Official Registration form and REQUEST YOUR 

r-- RESPONSE BY JULY 1 ST, together with the proposed weekend progmmme, plus a Meals 
Option fonn. 

Newsletter & Receipts 
Our intent is to forward newsletters quarterly to keep you informed of any developments. 
Please indicate if a receipt is required to be mailed to you, otherwise we will retain and 

include them in your Rally Pack. 

Registration 
The official Registration form is forwarded with this Newsletter. 
Please complete and retwn with your Meals Options form by JULY 1 st. 
A Registration fee of $90 applies for the first vehicle and will include a souvenir Rally 

Book, grille badge and rally pack 
Additional vehicles may be registered at a cost of $25. 
Should you subsequently be unable to attend and notify us before December 31 st. an 

" amount of $65 will be refunded. 



Runs /~ 

As previously advised our Saturday run is to our display at Whiteman Park, which is a 
conservation and recreation reserve covering over 4000Hectares and is approximately 30km 
North of our Headquarters in Cannington. 

The park is over nine times Larger than Kings Park and has many attractions, including 
the Motor Museum of Western Australia 

Our Sunday run is to McCallum Park situated on the banks of the Swan River, alongside 
The Causeway, a major river crossing to the East of Perth City. Views of the City can be 
obtained by strolling along the combined walk/cycle path by the rivers edge. as is access to the 
Burswood Casino with its well tended gardens and parldands. 

Monday we travel North approximately 80kms to Bindoon, a small country town, where 
we assemble at the Bindoon Oval and lunch will be available as a sausage sizzle, provided by 
the local CW A. 
We have decided not to hold a Rocker Cover Derby, instead opting for another activity today 
where we anticipate more people will be able to participate in the enjoyment of the event. 

Rally Pack 
These will be issued on your arrival and will include a grille badge, Rally Book., 

Windscreen Sticker, name badge/s with indicators showing prepaid meal entitlements and 
information book together with any prepaid Regalia and tourism. handouts. 

Rally Book 
We are intending to produce a coloured rally book as a momenta of the rally, so please 

remember to attach a coloured 15 x lOcm (6 x 4") photograph, (or email in low resolution 
please) showing the vehicle, together with its 'crew' (so those of us without photographic 
memories can remember who is who afterwards) with your name on the back, then we can 
return it to you in your pack. Pleased also include a brief story relating to your vehicle. 

Regalia . 
A list of Regalia we would like to have available will be included in our next Newsletter_ 

Religion 
For those who would like to attend services over the weekend we will include a list of 

churches, denominations and service times in the Rally Pack. 

DVD 
We are endeavouring to obtain the services of a competent professional to produce a 1 ~ 

class memory of our weekend. 

Mailing List 
If you are aware of anyone who has not received any information from us and who 

wishes to attend, please advise us so we can contact them. 

Tl1Ill§POrt 
One of our Club members (Keith Thomas) is the State manager for C.T. Freights and is 

offering their services to transport vehicles in containers from major centres to our AOA. r---



~ If you are interested in utilizing his services and are aware of others who may also do so, 
he has asked for numbers from each centre, plus vehicle length and type. 

C.T. also has offices in Aucklan~ South Africa and London. His contact numbers are
Telephone- +61 893563688, Fax- +61 893563488 and Mobile- +61418 828 333. 

Accomodation 
We remind any who have not made arrangements that accommodation in our State is at a 

premimn, so please make sure you do so without delay. 

Communication 
Electronic: atholfarmer@westnet.com.au 
Telephone: Athol ~ +61 8 9276 9235 

Or Ken Devine, +61 893905310 

Postal: Athol Gam 
10 Royson Place 
Dianella, WA 6059 

Please contact us if you have any queries, and we look forward to your early Registration. 

Yours sincerely 

Ken Devine 
Secretary ~ AOA 2009 



WEEKEND PROGRAMME 

Thursday Ipm-5pm Registration Cannington HQ Tea, Coffee 

Friday Ipm-5pm Registration Cannington HQ Tea, Coffee 
6.30-9pm Official Welcome Cannington HQ Finger Food 

Saturday 8.30am Assemble Cannington HQ Tea, Coffee 
9am Depart (by speed) to Whiteman Pk 
9.30am Display by Club Whiteman Park Lunch 
6pm-10pm BBQ Cannington HQ BBQ 

Sunday 8.30am Assemble Cannington HQ Tea, Coffee 
9am Depart to McCallum Pk 
9.30am Display by Model McCallum Park Lunch 

Delegates Meeting 
6pm-l0pm Official Dinner Cannington HQ Buffet 

Black & Gold Theme 

Monday 8.30am Assemble Cannington HQ Tea, Coffee 
9am Depart to Bindoon 
lOam Display by Age Bindoon Oval ** 

* * CW A have Lunch & Devonshire teas available at own cost. 
Later Mystery Activity to round off the weekend, - farewell 

MEALS OPTIONS 
Please remember cool drink & alcohol is BYO for Saturday & Sunday evening 

meals only. Costs below are per head. 

NAME ___________________________________ __ 

Friday 10th April 
Welcome supper - Finger food, T & C 

Saturday 11th April 
Prepacked lunch (For Whiteman) 
BBQ With Dessert 

Sunday 12th April 

Adult No Child No Total $ 
(under 8 y/old) 

$14 $7 

$11 
$18 

$11 
$9 

Prepacked Lunch (for McCallum) $11 $11 
Official Dinner $35 $12 

Monday 13th April 
Bindoon CW A will have a Sausage Sizzle for lunch & Devonshire teas etc. 
available at own direct cost. (Sizzle currently at $4, Devon. Teas at $5) 
TOTAL (Pleased mail receipt -- yes/no) ;;:;..$ ___ 

(please advise any special dietary requirements) 

1- ------' 

,r---, 



AUSTINS OVER AUSTRALIA 2009 
Perth - Western Australia 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Please print clearly and SIGN the declaration (over). 
Entrant Details 

Title First name Surname -------------- ------------------
Postal address ---------------------------------------

State Post Code --------------- ---- --
Email Address -----------------------

Phone, Home ----------------- Mobile 

PASSENGERS 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Title First Name 

----------------------

Surname Adult / Child + Age* 

* Please indicate the age of any child as at next Easter. 

VEIDCLE/S ATTENDING 

1. 

2. 

Year MakelModel Body Style Regn. No. Cruises at (Km) 

Name of your car club (if applicable) ____________________________ _ 

RALLY REGISTRATION FEElS (please mail receipt - yes/no) 
First vehicle 
Additional vehicle/s 
Additional Metal Rally Badge/s 

q 

@$90 =$ __ _ 
(qty) @ $25 = $ __ _ 
(qty) @$25 =$ __ _ 

TOTAL =$ ______ _ 

Over ... ... . 



Please enclose (or email to atbolfarmer!@westnet.com.au -low resolution, 164KB 

to max 1280x960, 350KBs) a 15 x 10cm (6 x 4") quality coloured photograph of 

your vehiclels with the 'crew' alongside, together with brief relating story. 

DECLARATION 

1. Vehicles participating in AOA 2009 are fully or conditionally registered, have 
a Certificate of currency (if applicable) and are covered by comprehensive 
motor vehicle insurance policy, plus third party insurance cover. 

2. The Austin Motor Vehicle Club of Western Australia Incorporated, the 
committee, members, co-ordinators, agents and other associated clubs and 
organisations do not admit liability and will in no way be held responsible for 
any loss oflife, injury or damage suffered by or to any vehicle, entrant, owner, 
driver or passenger through any circumstances. 

3. All entrants, owners, drivers and passengers enter and participate in this event 
solely at their own risk and waive any right of action at law against the 
Incorporated club, its committee, members, co-ordinators agents and 
associated clubs and organisations. 

4. We reserve the right to scrutinise any vehicle and refuse participation if 
considered unsafe. 

Insurer __________ Signature ______ Dated ___ _ 

PLEASE NOTE 
Please have documentary proof of declaration as in 1., (above). 
Your assistance with provision of all relevant details, as requested, will help us to 
facilitate the processing of your registration. 
Unfortunately, we regret we do not have access to Credit Card facilities. 
Please mail your cheque or money order made payable to -

The Austin Motor Vehicle Club ofWA (Inc) 
And send to - The Treasurer 

Austins Over Australia 2009 
c/- 10 Royson Place 
Dianella W A 6059 

(Office use only) 

Date received ----- Receipt number _____ Rally Number __ _ 



08/04/08 

The Secretary 
AUSTIN 1800 & X6 CLUB (VIC) 
22 DAVISON STREET 
MITCHAM VIC 3132 

Dear Secretary, 

RE: Lumley Special Vehicles 

LSV 
Lumley Special Vehicles 'r~" 

Lumley General Insurance Limited 
ABN 24 000 036 279 

AFSL 241461 

Kew 
Levell , 369 High Street, 

KewVIC 3101 
PO Box 542, 

Kew, VIC 3101 

We are writing to inform you and your Club Members about Lumley Special Vehicles (LS\l'. Pho
3
n
O
e
O
: 133 LSV 

Pax: 1 885616 

LSV was established 1st November 2007 following the integration of Torque Ur.\Q~rws\ilinQ 
Vigil Car Insurance and Prestige Car Insurance. LSV is a division of LumleYY~'Emeraiance.com.au 

r---. Insurance Limited which has been operating in Australia since the 1920's. Lumley General 
Insurance is a Wesfarmers company. 

When you consider the businesses which came together to form LSV, and particularly the 
history of Lumley General Insurance; you can quite rightly say that we have been servicing 
the insurance requirements of Car Enthusiasts longer than most of our competitors and 
remain one of Australia's largest Special vehicle Insurers. 

There are some very special inclusions in the LSV guarantee to Car Clubs and club members 
and these include: 

• Generous Car Club Discounts 

• Plus Car and Historical Plate discounts 

• Salvage Rights I Retention of Wreck for vehicles 25 years old or more 

• Choice of Repairer 

• Lifetime Guarantee on repairs 

• Stable or multi vehicle policy discounts 

• We can insure your daily use I standard motor vehicle under the same policy 
(Multi vehicle discounts apply) 

You may wish to inform your members about LSV and we have included a few brochures 
should you wish to distribute them. In addition you may wish to visit our website at 
www.lsvinsurance.com.au 

We welcome you and your members to contact LSV at a time convenient to you. Please 
phone us on 133 LSV (133 578). 

Yours respectively 

Lumley Special Vehicles 
133 LSV (133 578) 

GJ· 
TORQUE 

incorporating 

/./~j\ 

~, 

1I 



~ , 'f1J SPARES SECRETARY 
TonyWood, 31 All Hallows Road, Bispham, Blackpool FY20AS 

Telephone: 0 1253 352730 

I still have a numoer OJ uprated bump-stop kits for 
the rear of the car, the ones that prevent the back end 
sitting down under load or towing. It is unlikely that 
I will produce any more after this set of kits is sold, 
mainly due to the outlay and risk of them not selling. 
I do not need any, my cars have them fitted, and they 
are great. 

Weathershields for Austin Motor Vehicles. 

Doug Benckendorff has been doing a spot of investigating and has found a supplier 
in Brisbane that can still manufacture new weathershields for Austin vehicles, and 
many other brands as well. The company is -

Stone Shields 
32 Austin Street 
Newstead. Ph 07 3257 4220 

The shields sell for $50 per side of vehicle, as at March, 2008. 
The following Austin models are listed in their catalogue: 

• C9 1947-52 A40 Devon 
• C12 1953-54 A40 Somerset 
• C45 1950-54 A30 2 door 
• C50 1952-58 A50/55/90/95 Cambridge & Ute 
• C39 1954-55 A30 4 door 
• C26 1955-56 A70 Hereford 
• C60 1959-63 A60/ A99 
• C37 1962-66 A99 Princess 
• C80 1958-65 Austin Lancer 
• H45 1964-71 1800ITasmaniKimberiev 

Page 8 Awstin Times 
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New member 
Peter Flavelle 69 Longview Road, Croydon Vic 
pflavelle@hotmail.com 

Peter is actively seeking a mk 11 ute 

0398704450 

Selling 
Mk 11 auto with a seized engine good interior Anna 0439 316 958 Fairfield Vic 

-_ .. _----_._-----

Why God Created 
Children 

By Peter Jones 

.... .... -- ._- - -..d'"' 

To those of us who have children in our lives, 

whether they are our own, grandchildren, nieces, nephews or students ... 
here is something to make you chuckle. 

Whenever your children are out of control, you can take comfort from 
the thought that even God's omnipotence did not extend to His own 
children. 

After creating heaven and earth, God created Adam and Eve. And the r ' 
first thing he said was 'DON'T! ' 
'Don't what?' Adam replied. 
'Don't eat the forbidden fruit.' God said. 
'Forbidden fruit? We have forbidden fruit? Hey Eve .. we have forbidden \ 

fruit!' 
'No Way!' 
'Yes way!' 
'Do NOT eat the fruit! ' said God. 
'Why?' 
'Because I am your Father and I said so! ' God replied, wondering why 

He hadn't stopped creation after making the elephants. 

A few minutes later, God saw His children having an apple break 
and He was ticked! 

'Didn't I tell you not to eat the fruit? ' God asked. 
'Uh huh, ' Adam replied. 

'Then why did you? 'said the Father. 
'I don't know,' said Eve. 
'She started it! ' Adam said. 
'Did not! ' 
'Did too ! ' 
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'DID NOT! ' 
Having had it with the two of them, God's punishment was that Adam 

and Eve 
should have children of their own. 

Thus the pattern was set and it has never changed. 
BUT THERE IS REASSURANCE IN THE STORY! 

If you have persistently and lovingly tried to give children wisdom and 
they haven't taken it, don't be hard on yourself. 

If God had trouble raising children, what makes you think it would be 
a piece of cake for you? 

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT! 

1. You spend the first two years of their life 
teaching them to walk and talk. Then you spend 
the next sixteen telling them to sit down and shut up. 

2. Grandchildren are God's reward for not killing your own children. 

3. Mothers of teens now know why some animals eat their young. 

4. Children seldom misquote you. In fact they usually repeat word for 
word 
what you shouldn't have said. 

5. The main purpose of holding children's parties 
is to remind yourself that there are children more awful than your own. 

6. We childproofed our homes, but they are still getting in. 

ADVICE FOR THE DAY: 

Be nice to your kids. They will choose your nursing home one day. 

AND FINALLY: 

IF YOU HAVE A LOT OF TENSION 
AND YOU GET A HEADACHE, 
DO WHAT IT SAYS 
ON THE ASPIRIN BOTTLE: 

"Keep away from children" 

-t? 
http://byI16w.bayI16.mail.live.comJmaillReadMessageLight.aspx?ReadMessageId=2. .. 27/03/2008 



THE FRONT WHEEL. 
By Club Member Herb Simpfendorfer 
Next time you go past your Austin 1800 front wheel, on either side, rather than give it a 
kick, think pleasant thoughts about it, because it is a remarkable part of the car. 
If you think about it, the front wheel wears many hats. Here is my list: 
1. WEIGHT SUPPORT. It supports well over one quarter of the weight of the vehicle 
and everything else on board. It has a built in factor which will support much more that 
this, which is necessary when going around a comer, hitting a pothole, or landing after 
doing a low altitude flight. 
2. STEERING. It is able to swivel to 
an angle determined by the driver to allow 
the vehicle to go around a corner. 
3. ALIGNMENT: It is directly 
involved in toe-in, camber and caster, 
which make the 1800 such fun to drive. 
4. SUSPENSION: It is able to go up 
and down in a vertical plane relative to the 
body of the vehicle, so that the people 
inside the vehicle are not jolted around at 
every bump in the road. 
5. DRIVE: It causes the vehicle to go along, as it is forced to rotate at the speed 
determined by the driver using the accelerator. This happens no matter which direction the 
wheel is pointing. 
6. FIRM ATTACHMENT: It has connections with the rest of the vehicle, so that it 
remains firmly attached and always vertical to the body no matter what is happening. 
7. BRAKING: It is able to be stopped from rotating, either totally or partially. This 
can be by engine braking or with use of pads. With the former, the retardation comes via 
the drive shaft, and with the latter, a pair of brake pads are pushed onto a disk which 
rotates with the wheel. r 
8. ROAD GRIP: It uses a tyre to have a firm adhesion to the road surface even undel _ 
all kinds of good or atrocious road conditions or over a huge range of temperatures. 
9. SHAPE RETENTION: Its components go back to their original place and shape 
after all kinds of abnormal forces act on them, like going through potholes, over 
corrugations, or even over a small brick. 
10. LONGEVITY: Unless abused, the rim has an unlimited life, as do just about all 
components in and near the wheel. Of these, a good tyre has the shortest life, and will get 
you around all of Australia about three times. 
11. GOOD LOOKS: The wheel looks very nice indeed, and is often at the centre of 
promotion photographs. 

I'm not sure about all the claims in this last section, as I have not tried every one of 
them. In theory, they should all work OK. In normal driving, none of these is likely 
to occur, but when in dire straits and exceptional circumstances, it is good to know 
that something can be done to keep moving. '" 

12. FAITHFULNESS. Not quite the right word, but I'm pretty sure the wheel would 
be able to get you home even if major problems developed, like ball joints falling apart, 



12. FAITHFULNESS. Not quite the right word, but you'll get the idea when you read 
on. I'm pretty sure the wheel would be able to get you home even if major problems 

f' developed, like ball joints falling apart, suspension fluid all gone, or wheel bearings short 
of grease. It is even possible to drive home if one wheel has lost connection with the 
steering rack, as this wheel will remain parallel with the other one once the vehicle has 
started to move (because of the in-built caster). It is also possible to keep driving very 
slowly if the drive to one wheel has been disconnected, but you have to know what to do. 
However, if the wheel falls off, and is lost, you would have major problems! 

Sometimes, the wheel wears only a few 
hats, but at other times, it wears many of 
thes_~ ~t the same time, and does so with 
amazing grace and efficiency. 

And it is quite amazing that the wheel will 
go on doing all these things with precious 
little attention for long periods of time, 
maybe even years. 

So, no kicking please, just admiration and a friendly pat. 

A JACK AND A TAPE MEASURE AS DIAGNOSTIC TOOLS 
By Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

When you go to a doctor, and say you have a pain inside your head, or abdomen, the 
doctor does not make a hole and look inside to see what is going on. He tries to fmd out 
what is wrong by using techniques which can find the problem without cutting anything. 
We often do the same with a vehicle. If there is a knock inside the engine, we do not take 
the engine apart to fmd the problem. We use other techniques which are "non-invasive", 

r"md we are confident of fmding the source of the knock in this way, maybe with the help 
of some experienced mechanic. After that, when we take the engine apart, we will usually 
find that our diagnosis was spot on. 

In my present ute restoration project, I rebuilt the engine, and used a gearbox that looked 
very good, and hoped for the best. I did no measurements of anything inside the 
gearbox/diff., because 

in all my years of travel, ten thousand miles or more, 
I have never had a problem with any 1800 manual gearbox/diff., so I tend to trust these 
units completely. * 

However, I had second thoughts later when everything was assembled, and wondered if 
some test could still then be done to find if the gearbox/diffwas indeed in good condition. 
I used backlash. That is the amount the road wheel rotates freely when the engine is 

'-----"1tationary and a gear (first gear, for example) is engaged. 



The reason why the wheel rotates a little without turning the engine is because there are a 
number of connections between metal parts between the rear end of the crankshaft and the 
road wheel. In each of these connections, there is a necessary little bit of play. These add 
up and thus allow the road wheel to rotate a bit while the engine is stationary. 

t6ACKLRSH 

Measuring backlash on the front wheel. 

I started with the partly restored ute. I 
jacked up one front wheel, put the 
gearbox in first gear, and found, sure 
enough, that I could rotate the raised 
road wheel a little while the engine 
remained stationary. My question was: 
How much rotation is acceptable, and 
can the amount of rotation be used as a 
diagnostic aid? In other words, can this 
be used to find out if there is anything 
amiss anywhere between the rear end of 
the crankshaft and the road wheel? r' 

So I started a chart, using a tape measure to measure the distance the road wheel tread 
moved freely for each gear and for every vehicle (all 1800 manuals) I had handy. In this 
way, I gained comparative results, which made the test a little scientific. I could have 
used degrees of rotation, but rom of movement was a lot easier. Here are the results: 

Backlash measured at tread (rom) 
First Second Third Top Reverse Average 

Ute 65 69 72 70 66 68 
Sedan 1 (hot) 95 97 102 97 92 97 
Sedan 1 (cold) 84 85 95 84 84 86 
Sedan 2 47 50 53 57 44 50 
Sedan 3 45 46 51 51 45 47 
Sedan 4 53 55 60 64 53 57 
Gearbox/diff on bench 31 32 33 32 35 33** 

Notes: 
1. Sedan 1 has by far the most backlash, over twice the reading on the last one tested. 
I use Sedan 1 as a daily driver, and there is no undue noise coming from the transmission. 
But because its readings are so much higher than the others, I will be listening carefully 
for any sign of a problem. But I really have no idea if there is any cause for alarm. 
2. It is clear that there is more backlash when everything is hot. 
3. In all cases, backlash increased from first gear to second gear to third gear. 
4. It is also obvious that is a considerable variation in the readings of different 
vehicles. However for anyone vehicle, the readings in the various gears are similar. 
5. I would have thought that reverse would always have the highest reading, and top 
gear the lowest reading, because of the number of cogs involved, but this is not so. 
6. The average reading is probably the most significant, and could well be an i 
indication of the degree of wear in a gearbox/differential. 



From my investigations with a gearbox/diff on the bench, it is clear that about 90% of 
backlash is to do with the diff., probably in the spider gears. This is also suggested by the 

f" small variation of the readings in the various gears. 

It would be very useful if some reader would send in backlash readings for their vehicle, 
if the gearbox/differential unit has just been rebuilt and is known to be in perfect 
condition. We could then compare the readings on our vehicles to theirs, and then would 
know if our units are slightly worn, fairly worn, or grossly worn. There would be a slight 
difference if the wheel happens to be 13" or 14", but the difference would be a few mm at 
most, and therefore negligible. 

My conclusion is that the ute has a gearbox/diffwhich has no undue amount of wear, and 
everything looks quite perfect. I will proceed with the restoration using this assumption. 

*Here is a point to ponder: If one cog is driving another, with considerable load, and the 
two are always completely immersed in good quality oil, is it a fact that no teeth on either 

,r--- cog will show any signs of wear for ever? 
This is similar to the manual gearbox/diff. in the 1800. where the cogs are nearly 
completely immersed in oil, and this may well have something to do with the longevity of 
these units. 
** I used a piece of thin wood to get measurements at the appropriate radial distance. 

The Good News . • • • • 

Club fees of $A35-00 become due 30/6. Pay now and avoid the rush! 

The clubs account may be credited - BSB 063 109 account 063109 00921464 or remit 
to Landcrab Club 22 Davison Street, Mitcham Vic 3132 

Also, we are hoping to have a register of repairers, parts suppliers, and spray painters 

To this end, if this info, could be supplied it will be published in the newsletter. Perhaps 
the spray painters could be marked out of 10 ? 

A bit of trivia- BSB is Bank, State Branch. In the clubs case, we are Bank 06, State 3 
which is Victoria and branch number 109 



Presidential Business 
G'day everyone, 

Well it's been about six or seven weeks since my 1800 passed rego. I can finally hold my head up 
proudly within my family. It had been a bit of a joke over the past ten or so years, actually 111 have 
to try to remember the things people have said they'd do when the Austin was registered. 

My plan always, was to have my 1800 as a daily driver, and in the beginning she was cranky, and 
misbehaving and I had wondered what I'd gotten into. My crab has twin carbs and extractors as 
well as big pistons and some head work with an MGB cam so I thought it might be a little difficult 
to get along with, but what I had was a mystery to me. I fiddled with the carbs and the timing, 
changed the oil I was using in the carbs. I had just about run out of ideas when I stumbled upon 
some SU info on the internet. I read about the differences in the springs and decided to put the old 
set of yellow spring I had back in. 

I can't believe the difference it made. Before I'm sure the mixture needed to be far to rich to get 
the car to run when it was cold, and consequently it wouldn't idle down when it warmed up. After 
reading on the internet I thought that maybe the yellow springs would hold the mixture slightly rich 
for a tad longer and I think I got it right. Anyway after I had made my discovery I posted a 
message on the Google group about my success. I think that I may have missed one important 
piece of info when I had posted previously about my carb set up, I'm running trumpets with filter 
socks which allow greater airflow than standard air deaners, all of the help I was getting was based 
on air cleaners and not trumpets. 

My lesson for the day is ... when ever you are asking for help make sure you get all the facts across 
so the helpful people out there know what your dealing with. 

Thanks to Ken and Eriks for helping me out. It never ceases to amaze me that Austin owners are 
such a helpful bunch. I've visited the internet forums of a number of other vehicles which interest 
me but I've never had too much luck. 

Enjoy this newsletter and rest assured that if anyone needs a hint or a tip 111 be amongst the first 
to put up my hand. 

Happy Austining 

ps I'm glad to see that Andrew Downing is archiving his old newsletters, I'm sure before too long 
we might have access to all of them electronically. 
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Air Conditioned 1800 
By Andrew Cox, as told to Daryl Stephens, who was lucky enough to see and 

experience the almost finished result 

Aim; to air condition an 1800 Ute- not as an after market addition - but as a fully 
integrated system, to a standard that BMC would have achieved 

Parts Purchased. Compressor Sandon TR90 or 70 from VK - VL Commodore 
$50 

Falcon EF idler pulley 

Condensers Jayair CN 5051[ 2 of] 

Fan assist DCSL8 2 of these 8" fans $230 

Fan Belt XL7470 

Heater! Cold Air Box, from Hot Rod Hardware 03 9752 6555 Super Frost SF SF- SRP 
$600 

Radiator Modification $100 

Receiver dryer $120 

Plus hoses wires and band aids 

Method 

Initial experiments were performed on the original heater boxes, both Mk 1 and 11, with 
/' unsatisfactory results. Andrew tried to add the COOling to these boxes 

This progressed to the modern combination heater! cold air box from the Hot Rod 
hardware. After removing the original heater box, the new device was fitted without 
much trouble. The bottom half of the dash was left in situ Andrew just removed both 
cardboard glove box sections to provide under dash axcess. As well as new wiring, it 
needs an in and out for the water and an in and out for the refrigerant. The refrigerant 
was piped in through the original heater hoses in the firewall . The heater in and outs are 
now neatly hidden under the brake booster 

The remaining hose necessary is a condensation outlet through the floor to the road 



Andrew did not connect the air inlet. His Ute leaks air like a sieve which will provide 
enough fresh air, and if it doesn't, the fresh air vents at either end of the dash board can 
be opened it should be noted that most after market under dash installations just recycle 
the air.[ Mrs Editors note- this system would not work in Daryl's 1800 as he has VERY 
bad breath!] It also solves the problem of incorporating a recycle system when stuck in 
a traffic jam 

The refrigerated air outlets down to the floor, as with the original heater, through the 
demister, and with a brilliant piece of lateral thinking through a vent in the dash where 
the clock usually sits. When I saw it the alc was working perfectly. It has 2 controls - an 
on off come degree of cold required and a fan speed setting. These controls were 
mounted on the console. The heater controls were not completed when I saw it, but no 
dramas were antiCipated 

Under the Bonnet 

Based on the experience of others who have done this, Andrew mounted the 
compressor where the alternator was, and sat the alternator above it The task was made 
doubly difficult because he designed the system to use only one belt. To make it work 
an idler pulley of an XF Falcon was mounted to contact the outside of the belt. At this 
stage I noticed a Bible in his workshop and concluded he sought Divine intervention to 
make it work!! 

A couple of minor nuisances surfaced here. Firstly, the coil was in the way. And was 
moved. Secondly the dipstick needed minor modification - the uncultured may say it 
needed a good belt! And thirdly, the alternator is now situated where the top radiator 
hose needs to be. He therefore made a new water outlet pipe which sees the water 
leaving the block vertically, and a 45 degree bend in the radiator inlet completed the 
exercise. The only down side is that the fan belt adjustment cannot be reached! A bit 
more lateral thinking here. The alternator pulley is simply changed. Care has to be 
taken because the alternator could stop access to the number one spark plug. 

The receiverl dryer was mounted on the grille, which only left the 2 small condensers to 
be fitted. These are a thing quite similar to a radiator. More lateral thinking here. They 
are mounted on the inside of the sump guard with the 8" fans attached to the core, as 
per drawing below. 

Brilliantly done Andrew! 



A BIG PROBLEM WITH AN 1800 
~ by Club member Herb Sirnpfendorfer 

It is an indisputable and fundamental law of mechanical things 
that if something does not work properly, you can then keep 
replacing parts (including fluids, if appropriate) with known 
good parts and a situation will be reached when it will go 
perfectly. 

Last time, I showed that it is not good to trust the fuel gauge on a newly restored vehicle. 
This time, I'll tell you about another problem I've had, and the moral that goes with it. 

I'll tell you the moral first: When something goes wrong, it is appropriate to suspect 
something that has recently been done. Maybe you fitted a new part, or changed 

~ something. 

A little true story first to illustrate. Some years ago, an aeroplane came into the workshop. 
The mechanic fitted these you beaut new plugs that were specially designed to be better 
than the existing ones. The plane had four engines, and he didn't have time to change the 
plugs on the fourth engine before it went out flying. After a while in the air, the pilot had 
all kinds of trouble with the engines, and was very fortunate to get back safely. He told 
the mechanics that it was very peculiar that Engines 1,2 and 3 just would not work 
properly, but Engine 4 did not miss a beat. Of course, it is obvious what had happened. 
The you beaut new plugs tested perfectly on the bench, but failed in service. 

Since our vehicles are mechanical devices just like aeroplanes, it could also happen that 
something which has recently been altered can be the source of a problem, even though 
the part altered at first seems to have no connection with the problem. Which brings me 

r'-to the problem I had the other day. 

F or some time, the Austin 1800 engine was lacking power and sounded a bit worn out. I 
was still driving it around, but it was not good. I had a bit of time, so I brought the car in 
for a thorough check up. First the compression. All about 160 psi. That's good. I 
checked the timing. 14 degrees before top dead centre, which is the recommended timing 
in the Workshop Manual. Mixture was right, but I did notice that at a cold start, and also 
when needing more power, pulling out the choke helped a lot. The petrol was good 
quality, spark plugs my usual type, and looked good. Air filter and fuel filter good. No 
vacuum leaks. Tappets spot on. No problems with the breathing system, and everything 
else I could think of was as it should be. 

The car was still driveable, but something was not right. I took off the grille, and fiddled 
with the ignition timing. The engine went better and better as I advanced the ignition. 

f\ When I got to about 40 degrees before top dead centre, according to the mark on the 
, pulley, it sounded very nice indeed. I locked the distributor in that position, took the car 

for a spin, and it was quite perfect, plenty of power and no strange noises. So what is 



going on here? With that much advance, the engine should self destruct in less than one 
km, but it didn't. There was no pre-ignition knock, no problems, just perfect running. 
The choke was no longer needed after starting. But obviously something was wronC 
somewhere. I thought about the possibilities. Timing chain jumping a tooth was top of 
the list, and not easy to check, as the radiator has to come out, the front pulley and cover 
has to come off, and then the timing marks on the cogs can be seen. I asked around a bit, 
and no-one had heard of an 1800 timing chain jumping a tooth. Also, if this has 
happened, the engine should not sound good, as the valves and ignition timing are not in 
synch with the pistons. -

So I looked for something else. I had replaced the 
front pulley a while ago, and thought maybe the 
timing marks on pulleys for different models were 
put in different places. To check this, I would have 
to take off the radiator and pulley and check where 
the timing mark was relative to the keyway. Not 
easy, and highly unlikely. As you can see, I was 
clutching at straws. i 140 0 Be:~ottE' ToP oe~o CE~lAE 

L_._...:_____ .. __ ._ _ ___ ~ ___ .. _. _ _ _ 

I consulted with astute club member Patrick Farrell, and he suggested (amongst other 
things) looking at the dog on the bottom of the distributor. Maybe the pin had sheared 
and the dog had rotated relative to the shaft. That's something that had not occurred to 
me. Brilliant! The engine had been fitted a while ago with an electronic distributor, 
which is highly recommended. A certain mid 80s Nissan distributor is perfect for the 
1800 engine. A bit of fiddling, and on it goes. 
I took the distributor out, knocked out the dog pin, and it was obviously not sheared. But 
I could sense now what the problem could be. Maybe the Nissan distributor output for No 
1 cylinder was not at the same spot (relative to the pistons) as in the original distributor. 
That would explain why the engine sounded better at about 40 degrees before top dead 
centre. There are two simple ways of rectifying this problem. The first is to put a new 
timing mark on the pulley. The second is to pull out the spindle that turns the distributor 
dog, and rotate it one tooth. I chose the former. So I put a new timing mark on the pulley, 
(correcting fluid works well) so that the vehicle ran well when at 14 degrees before IDe 
when using this mark. 

The engine has purred nicely ever since. Problem solved. 

In hindsight, if I had temporarily fitted a standard 1800 distributor, the engine would have 
run well on 14 degrees before top dead centre, and I would have known then that the 
problem was in the distributor. 

Also, it is clear that if I would have replaced all items I had changed, the problem would 
have been solved. This could be a long process, so one tends to hope to solve the problem 
in other ways. 

I also learned something else: An 1800 engine works tolerably well at 10 degrees after 
top dead centre. 



- f' THE BENDING OF RUBBER 
By Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

r---

There is a mystery about the 1800. It is 
to do with rubber. In the U.K., 1800 
owners use the rubber universal joints 
(technically called Coupling - Drive) in 
the front drive shafts without problems 
developing, yet, in Australia, just about 
everyone complains about them as they 
can disintegrate and cause all kinds of 
problems. 

The question is: Why do these units behave differently in different countries? 

Full size cross section of one arm 
of the rubber coupling. 

Let's first have a good look at this coupling. At its 
centre is a thick steel c1;oss, with bulbs at the end of 
each arm. The cross has no metal connection to 
anything. Surrounding the ends of each of these 
bulbs and bonded to them is a fairly thin lump of 
rubber which has a conical outside shape. 
Surrounding most of this rubber is a casing of thin 
metal which is bonded to the rubber cone. The 
coupling is held in place by four U bolts, two 
connecting it to the engine side, and two connecting 
it to the wheel side. 

From the diagram above, it can be seen that the thickness of rubber between the cross and 
the casing is about six mm where the flexing is at its greatest. For every single revolution 
of the road wheel, this thin piece of rubber is pushed first one way, and then the other 
way. The amount of the distortion depends on the angle between the output shaft of the 
gearbox and the driveshaft. This is about zero degrees when the vehicle's suspension has 
been correctly pumped up. It becomes about 15 degrees when either the upper or lower 
bump stop are hit by the suspension arm. These extremes are reached when the 
suspension fluid has drained out, or when the car is airborne, or when the car bottoms 
when it goes on a very uneven surface. So the flexing is not great when going along on a 
smooth surface with a very light load, but in any other circumstance, the flexing increases 
as the angle described above increases. Imagine going a long distance with collapsed 
suspension. That is really bad news for those few mm of rubber. That would have to be 
the main reason for having a speed limit when in that position. 

",I read somewhere that rubber is made according to over 500 different formulae, and 
different methods of manufacture, so it is a complicated business. Some people do not get 
the formula right, so the rubber in these couplings collapses quickly, we have been told. 

1 



I have been aware of this mystery for some time, and pondered over the problem. There 
are a few possible explanations: i 

1. Maybe in the U.K. the 1800 owners have developed the habit of replacing 
these units every year or so, and this eliminates any possibility of 
disintegration. In Australia, we are more casual, and leave the units in place 
until they fall apart. 

2. It is certainly a lot hotter in Australia than in the mother country. Rubber 
changes in behaviour when heated. 

3. The drivers in Australia are a lot rougher than drivers in the U.K. thereby 
causing more stress on the rubber. 

4. In Australia we drive a lot more km every year. A 100 km trip is a jaunt 
hardly out of the back yard, and a 1000 km trip each way is fairly normal at 
holiday time. So the rubber is given many more flexes per year in Australia. 

5. We put heavier loads in the cars in Australia, thereby having more angle on 
the drive train. Or maybe our cars are airborne more often. 

6. We drive faster in Australia, which would cause more stresses per second;
and thus cause the rubber to heat up more, leading to disintegration. 

Some of these are rather whimsical, and I tend to think Nos. 2, 4 and 6 have a lot going 
for them. So we want to know how many times rubber flexes before it reaches its use-by 
date. And is this number changed if the temperature is high, or the distortion severe? 

It seems that rubber can be distorted from its original shape and then return to its original 
shape an infinite number of times, providing the loads are light, the distortion is not 
severe and the temperature is reasonable, say, about 20 Celsius. 

However, if the distortion is great, or the temperature is high or very low, or the rubber is 
thin, or if the rubber distortion is severe, or if the rubber is old, the number of distortions 
before collapse is significantly less. 

No doubt Alex Issigonis set up tests to determine the longevity of the coupling, and was 
satisfied enough with the result to continue with the idea. 

While going along, there is always a small angle in the 
driveshaft, and the coupling has to cope with this angle. 
The driveshaft rotates, so there is constant flexing of r\U6GER 

rubber. The angle of the driveshaft changes whenever CouP&.,.,c 

the wheel is raised or lowered relative to the body, so the 
amount of flexing is not constant. There is also a change 
in the stress on the rubber when accelerating or, to a 
lesser extent, when using engine braking. So we can see 
that the rubber is constantly being distorted. It is really a 
wonder that it lasts as long as it does. The only way this 
can happen is that rubber is a rather special substance, 
which can handle such stresses for a long time, and in a 
large range of temperatures. 
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By this time, there are all kinds of funny noises when taking off or decelerating and even 
when going at a constant speed. If the noises are disregarded, the rubber between cross 

/' and casing disappears, usually on the engine side, and the cross is then free to move for 
quite a large angle before contacting with the casing. I really do not know what happens 
next if the car is still driven, but a lot of damage is obviously being done. 

I am amazed to see how worn some of these couplings are in cars I have bought. It seems 
that the car is still driveable if much of the rubber is gone. But it would have to be very 
noisy! 

To test a coupling to see if it is still OK, it is not good enough to have a visual check, as 
the coupling can look quite good even if a lot of the metaUrubber bond is gone. One 
method is to put the car in gear, handbrake off, and the car is rocked forwards and 
backwards while observing the coupling. If one section of the coupling moves more than 
the smallest distance relative to the rest of the coupling, it should be replaced. 

1'- , The alternative to rubber couplings is all metal universals, as fitted to all automatic 1800s. 
Many of us have changed from rubber to metal to avoid possible breakdowns. It is only 
possible to do this by using auto parts. So why was rubber used instead of metal? It so 
happens that there are far less jerks in a car when rubber is used, as the rubber absorbs 
sudden movement. The metal couplings were used in automatic vehicles because there 
are no jerks because of the fluid drive. Changing a manual 1800 to "me.t" , couplings 
means we get a few jerks, but a skilful driver can minimise these for his passengers. 

There is also a hybrid coupling which uses needle bearings and neoprene, trying to get the 
best of both worlds. I have heard that they are not as good as all metal couplings. 

Taking the engine/gearbox/diff unit out downwards. 

r- Some smart, knowledgeable and probably good looking club member told me that in the 
Zetland production factory, the 1800 power unit (engine/gearbox/dift) was installed from 
the bottom, i.e. the body was lowered onto the engine. Knowing this, it is obvious that 
there some advantages in this method, which I use exclusively now, as it seems to be a lot 
quicker and easier. I have given details of my modus operandi in a previous article. But I 
have found a short cut since then. 

o o o 
f""~ FRo"'T oS: c.A~ AII't ..... (;An c.~-
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If the radiator is taken off fITst, only the driver's 
side gusset plate " needs to be removed. The 
gusset plate on the other side can stay there. As a 
radiator off job is done in a few minutes, or may 
have to be taken off later anyway, this may be a 
time saver. It is also good to get the very fragile 
radiator to a safe place before removing the 
power unit, as there is not much room to spare in 
the removal procedure. So this method of power 
unit removal becomes more and more logical. (~.S) 

q 



Engine out in a cow paddock. 
by Club member Herb Simpfendorfer 

0, 

I am always investigating what can be done by an untrained person like me on the side of 
the road. Or in a cow paddock. 

A guy gave me a very early Mark 1 which had external bonnet opening and white instead 
of wood grain on the dash. It was about 100 km from my place, and had been rusting 
away for many years in a paddock on a dairy fann. Tyres were flat, one window was 
missing, chooks had been inside, so it was a bit of a wreck. I tried advertising it in our 
magazine for this guy, but nobody was the least bit interested. In my opinion, it was too 
good a vehicle to stay in the cow paddock, so I told him I would put it into storage at my 
place after cleaning it up and replacing the missing glass. 

So I went up one day and tackled the 
power unit out job by myself in the cow 
paddock right where the car stood, as a 
challenge. On my 6 by 4 trailer, I took 
along a few bits of specialized 
equipment I have made up, and a 
selection of spanners and other tools to 
do the job. I backed the trailer up close 
to the car, unloaded the gear and set to 
work with gusto, trying to remember all 
the time where the fresh cow pats were. 

To cut a long story short, exactly four 
hours after arrival, I drove away with 
the power unit and all my gear on the 
trailer. 

I used the engine out downwards method. The first piece of equipment to make it easy is 
a very low trolley onto which the power unit is placed (or dropped the last inch or so) 
when the engine mounts are unbolted. After the front of the body is lifted, the trolley is 
then used to pull the power unit from under the car. To lift the front of the car, I used a 
"sky hook" and a small hand winch. A 1.8 m high solid stand provides the skyhook from 
which hangs the winch. * " The stand and winch is then used again to lift the power unit to 
trailer floor height. 

* I can think of two other methods I could have used to lift the front of the car the 
necessary 1 metre, but the method described above utilizes no expensive equipment, and 

is quick and easy. 



- /"- Austin 1800 Sedan Weights* 
Workshop manuals rarely list weights, so I'll list them here, and add a few others I have 
measured. The first four are from the paper-back brown BMC manual: 
Registration 1156 kg 
Power Unit 249 kg 
Max Permissible gross load (GVW) 1578 kg 
Max towing weight 1016 kg 

Here are a few others I measured: 
Doors (each) 25 kg 
Wheel and tyre 15 kg 
Front seat 16 kg 
Bonnet 15 kg 
Boot lid 12 kg 

r-, So, the power unit is 21.5% of the vehicle's total weight. 
_ I was interested in these figures, as I wanted to use my daily driver 1800 to bring home 

another 1800 from quite a few miles away. 
* We are really talking about mass here, but the use of kg for weight is pretty universal, 
except in the field of Science. (H.S.) 

Guess Who's Coming Home to Dinner? 
I told you in another article of the guy who lives 100 km away in the mountains who told 
me I could have an Austin 1800 if I brought a trailer to take it away. I wanted to use my 
daily driver Austin 1800 as tow vehicle. I knew I could easily take off quite a few parts, 
bring them home in my small trailer, and then make another trip with a car trailer and 
bring home what would basically be a body shell on wheels. 
Is this possible? On the first two trips, I brought home the power unit, four doors, boot lid, 
bonnet, the spare wheel, seats and a lot of other bits and pieces. That added up to 450 kg. 

("Using the weights above, what was left was 706 kg. which would come home on a car 
trailer. But was it legal? 

The car trailer weighed 600 kg, and with the body on top, the towed weight came to 600 + 
706 = 1306 kg. It all came home all right, but exceeded the "max towing weight" by 290 
kg. It is clear then, that the rules have to be bent a bit if an 1800 sedan is used to bring 
home the shell of a mate, if 1016 kg is used as the maximum towing weight. * 

So, an 1800 sedan can bring home a 
mate from some distance away. I did 
it in three trips, because I did not 
want to have me and everything else 
wrapped around a tree in some remote 
gully. I like driving in these 

r'<I1lountains so it was not odious going 
here three times. 

l\ 



Using my 1800 sedan, what can be brought back is: 
an identical twin (a sedan of the same colour and same vintage) 
a non identical twin (a sedan of the same vintage but different colour) 
a sibling (anything else from the 1800 stable) 

First cousins are Kimberleys and Tasmans. Second cousins are the P76 and 
Marina. More distant relatives are earlier Austins like the A30, A40, A90, and 
anything with a Morris badge, and more distant still is Austin 7 and earlier 
Austin and Morris vehicles. 

It can be a lot of fun waving to relatives of 
your vehicle as you motor along the roads. 

Using my definitions, my green daily 
driver now has five twins (1) and about ten 
siblings close by, and that is a nice 
feeling. 

Twins chatting before dinner 

The above guidelines are changed if the towed trailer has its own brakes. But I'm not sure 
how that all works, quantitatively. 

* Last year, I bent the rules a bit more because I brought home a complete 1800, but from 
a shorter distance and all flat country. On that trip I exceeded the "maximum towing 
weight" by over 700 kg. I was pretty careful that day, and did not exceed 60 kmIhr. (H.S.) 

Filling an 1800 to capacity. 
Another interesting exercise it to see what a single Austin 1800 sedan can carry. The 
book says the maximum gross vehicle weight is to be 1578 kg. I 

Subtracting the registration weight of the vehicle leaves 422 kg. Put in five people of my 
weight (70 kg except after Christmas dinner), that leaves 422 - 350 = 72 kg for luggage. 
That's not much - about four suitcases. It gets worse if the driver and passengers are more 
than 70 kg., in fact if five people are aboard with average weight of just over 80 kg, no 
luggage should be carried. It looks better if some of the passengers are small kids. But I 
imagine that very, very few of us go for a holiday trip with the all-up weight anywhere 
near 1578 kg. A full tank of fuel is 33kg for starters. 

So, it would not be hard to get to the maximum gross weight before anything is put into 
the boot. It is therefore very fortunate for us that we do not have to go onto roadside 
weighbridges where the police have the figure of 1578 kg. on their charts for the Austin 
1800. (H.S.) 

Interesting point: If you get sick of having an 1800 sedan, and want a bit of cash, you can 
take it to the scrap metal place and get about $185 at current prices. 

[1-
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This 1800 won a top driver's award • • • 
DRIVING an Austin 
1800 borrowed from a 
friend a 30-year-old 
chartered accountant 
at Longbridge and his 
co-driver I navi~ator, 
also a British Leyland 
employee. won the top 
driver's award in the 
recent 1971 Mobil 
Economy Run - a 
toullh event stalled 
between Harro~ate 
and Plymouth, 
~hlcolm Young, finance 

systems supen' isor in the 
Austin Morris Group 
finance administration, and 
David Prentice (30) who 
'works at Triumph, em'en
try, and is a Spt:cialist Car 
Division Finance Systems 
:\lanager, won the Holland 
Birkett !>.1emorial trophy 
awarded by the Run or
ganiser-Hants and 'Bt>rks 
Motor Club. 

~1alcotm and David, who 
entercd the run for the first 
time, were second in their 
dass in the Run itself with 
a figurc of 36'690 m .p.g. In 
the overall dri\'er award 
they hud a clear lead over 

the dri\'t:rs of a Rolls·R(,ycc 
car and a BMW which \~'as 
third. 

The I ,o;;2-mile c"cnt "'as 
the longest Mobil Economy 
Run on record. In the 
closing stages of the 20-
hour slog north from Ply
mouth, excitement reached 
a peak as competitors drove 
flat out over the West 
Riding in a bid to beat the 
stop-watch and a"oid hea\'y 
penaltit.:s for lost time_ 

:Vlany crews were caught 
in the rush hour traffic 
around Halifax and Hud· 
dersficld on Tuesday morn
ing. 

Their all-night drive 
started on ~-rondav after
noon when the competitors 
left Ph-mouth and headed 
across the Severn Bridge on 
the Tv1.t- before tackling the 
long drive through the 
'Vclsh :Vlountains and over 
the P.cnnines, 

In recent years the Run 
has taken on a tougher 
sty Ie, stretching the stand
ard production entries and 
their drivers to the limit. 

The two-man crews lost 
half a mile per gallon for 
every minute latc at check
points before the cars were 

carefully de-fuelled and the 
m.p.g. results worked out 
by the organisers, the Hants 
and Derks Motor Club. 

Despite this, competitors 
in each of the fin: classes 
put up some remarkable 
performances thi:! year. 

Fort)' cars were flagged 
off from Harrogate's Exhibi
tion Hall. The first leg C.ut 
through thc heart of 
England as far south as 
Truro, taking in the high
banked, Single-track toads 
along the :-':orth Deyon 
Coast and Cornwall, bef[,re 
crews snatched a few hours' 
slcep at Plymouth. 

• • • and this 1800 got here safely 
FROM London to 
Sydney in a family 
sedan is adventurous 
enou~h for the keenest 
lonll distance rally 
man. 

But when the trip is made 
by a retired couple who 
know nothing about cross 

sedan, and their knowledge 
of long overland trips was 
zero before they left . 

They shipped the car 
from Sydney to Bombay on 
~larch 26 last year and 
arri\'cd in Calais on )tray 8. 

Bandits 
country driving or the The trip took them over 
mechanics of a motor car, some of the worst roads in 
the trip is specially signifi- the mM!! remote areas of 
cant. India, Pakistan and 

Brisbane couple Mr. and Afghanistan, and bandits 
~1rs. Guy Hunt recently were always a danger. In 
returned to Australia after fact, on the Bombay to 
completing this arduous, Agra road thcy drove 
and sometimes dangerous straight through a stone 
journey. Their car was the roadblock. Two days later 
family's 1968 Austin 1800 an American was ambushcd 

A",~ ... I'\\c'.",', c::."I~ I ~~~ ,Mri ' ''I\ 

and killed at the same spot. 
The Austin 1800 used for 

the trip was completely 
standard, Dy adding a roof· 
rack to the car they were 
able to carry 10 C\vt. of 
equipment and spares. This 
included spare tyres, a spare 
battery, chains, a J2 ft, 
squure tent and poles, a 
portable cooker, two petrol 
drums, a five gallon water 
container and threc tins of 
assorted spate parts. 

Kone of the spares were 
needed. Apart from a slight 
overheating problem in 
India, due to the extremely 
hot climate, the car ga\'e 
them a trouble·free run. 

In fact, after arriving in 

Britain the Austin did 
another 8,000 miles of tour
ing, towing a caravan. 

!\h. Hunt said the great
est problem during the trip 
had been in finding accom
modation, ' !Vfany cities in 
Asia have no camping 
facilities and it is far too 
dangerous to camp out at 
night.' he said. 

Hostile 
'We ended tip cating and 

sleeping in th~ car quite 
often and lit Rawalpindi in 
India we slept on the floor 
of the police constables' 
mess, ' he said. Mr, Hunt 
also stressed that it was 

necessary to be on the alert 
at all times. 

'Garages try to sell used 
oil, the indicators on petrol 
pumps often don't fully 
return, and in Afghanistlln 
even u bank tried to short 
change us. 

. In parts of Afghanistan 
and Turkey the people 
Were outwardly hostile to
ward us. At one stage the 
car was pelted with stones 
and in Turkc\' a man lashed 
out lit the side of the car 
with his fist,' he said. 

The Hunts are now back 
in Brisbane with their fllith
ful family sedan. llut they 
made the return trip the 
easy way-by ship. 
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Mob strikes (·NOT~:w 

. _" _ __.. u,,_~.al reporter 

THERE are all sorts of ways NOT to rob a bank b 
successfully - and uThe Bridge Road Mob" ro a 

tried most of them yesterday. b k 
Police are still shaking their heads over what they call qn 

",the most ineffectual bank hold-up for years. " . . " 

• MR ROY EDNEY, 
butcher. uw the Landi" 
leave their car welring 
bright ,ed should.,
length wig •• 

It happened like this; . 
Two men wearing .hocking red wigs, 

which made shoppers stand and stare, 
attempted to rob the Bridge Rd., Richmond, 
branch of the ANZ bank about 1 p.m. yes-
te.rday. . 

In a new ' model green I b~~r~f b:I;1&e n,:~dw1t~r:~~ 
Holden, whIch has not yet pled with him," Mr Thynne 
been fauna, the men pull· said last night. "I got the ea up In Brlage Rd. out· r!fie from him" 
sia. a butcher's shop owne<1 With that tlie would.be. 
by Mr Roy Edney. I'obbers decided to call It 

They stepped 'rom the a day and heaaed for the 
car ... earine- white dust street with Mr Thynne In 

;oh~~ w~~D,~I::S,:1'. ::~ CI~ 1f:~~~~~ ' gl:"bbed ~ne 
and had bri"ht red and at the same time -trie<1 
shoulder • lenl:th wi,s to break the cal' wind· 
han&illg down from screen with the ' rllle butt. 
under their hals. "But he got the car 
"They looke<1 really startea ana took off," Mr 

queer " Mr Edney said Thynne said. . 
"I ' thought they rriust The other bandit had 

have been dressea Uke that headed Into Rorherwood 
for a sttint." St. 

Then the two men walk. He was picked up by 
ea briskly Into the bank. bandit No. I, 

"Thl. Is a hold· ufo " F II d 
one announced to tel er 0 owe 
DaryU Stephens, 18. 
He produced a tin of 

pepper 'and threw the can· by convoy 
~~~!~ at Ml' stcPhens·sl_-'_L _____ .L. 

But most of the pepper But they round Lhem. 
landed In Mr Stephens's .elv05 beiR" followed by 

, lert ear. three private cars, wh""" ···R·v··· .. ··~~ .... · .. ~ ... ······~· .... ··W ........ · ..... · .... · ......... I ..... k ...... · ........................... 1 ~i~1;lJ~~~on~ tht:t:~~~ t~t:.t~;tafll;~::n:::. 

THE MANAGER of the A1'ilZ Bank, Rich
mond, Mr Alan Th:vnne, shows the pepper
pot the men used In their attempt to rob 

bank yesterday. 
"The, looked f •• II, 

quee,," he uict 

ya n a e r Mi-~ieg~~:ttt St~~; olntea pe!w~~n 'f~~ 'man took off 

. , ~~~ r~~~e~~ ~: ~~~I!S ~~: !Mh~ar~:ed~ ... e~~~eao~~ 
. ..oo·-t. 27, and the two wlae open, and one leg was 

verdict today? 
THE trial of Ronald Ryan, 41, and Peter Walker, 24, 

on a charge of murder is expected to end today 

~'!rythJt.rt;.:':.\9."t,:'~ci Stl·~~e~3 ::,~t· a shoe In the 
Rosemary Hale, 17. struggle. t BANK TELLJi:R Daryl\ Stephens, 

got on the fioor, "We stuok with them traces of pepper OD the shoulder 
didn't ... em t~ unt·jJ about Swan St., but coat. He was made to Jie f~ce-down 

to do next, they were pulIlnlf, a.way the bank floor by the' robbers. 

,. al~et:gti~~t t~:~. given. ''''''~''''''' ... ' ''''''''"" '''''''''''" .... '' .... '''VAI 
two sawn·olf .22 rlnes. and 
a canvas bag dropped by 
the bandl ts. 

Police ssld that one <If - the 12th day of the hearing. 

j
---- -----. -_. Ithe bandits was aged about 

Ryan and Walker have pleaded not . This bandit also threw a 40, was 6ft. 1In., heavily 
'It t h • d...· ff" 1m of pepper 111 MI' built, had a moustache 

gUI y 0 aVlng mur erp f Jlson 0 Icer Tbynne's face . and W83 wearing gl'.',. 
George Henry Hodson o~ i the gaol on aut Mr Thynn. punch- Tile other was abo' . 

Decem ber 19. ... - - __ • - __ ... _____ .. _ #~: .. :~': .. ::,!~:~::~~""~,~"'~~~~" ... "M'" ~~~ 
Mr. ~ust1ce ~tarke b~ : . .. • .ftrr 
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Male ATM Drive through procedure 
1 Drive up to the cash window 

2 Lower car window 

3 Insert card into machine and enter PIN 

4 Enter amount of cash required 

5 Retrieve card, cash and receipt 

6 Raise window 

7 Drive off 

Female ATM Drive through instructions 
1 Drive up to the cash window 

2 Reverse up the required amount to align car window with machine 

3 Pull handbrake on, lower winnow 

4 Find handbag, spread a" contents onto passenger seat to locate card 

5 Te" person on Mobile that you will call them back 

6 Attempt to insert card into machine 

7 Open car door to provide easier access to machine due to its excessive distance 

8 Insert card 

9 Re insert card the correct way 

10 Rummage through handbag to find diary with PIN written on inside back cover 

11 Enter PIN 

12 Press cancel and re enter correct PIN 

13 Enter amount of cash required 

14 Check makeup in rear view mirror 

15 Retrieve cash and receipt 

15 



16 Empty hand bag again to retrieve wallet 

17 Place receipt in handbag 

18 Recheck makeup 

19 Drive forward 1 metre 

20 Reverse back to machine 

21 Retrieve card 

22 Re empty handbag , locate card holder 

23 Give dirty look to irate male driver 

24 Restart stalled engine 

25 Redial person on mobile phone 

26 Drive for 2 or 3 ks 

27 Release handbrake 

For Sale 
mk 11 1800 rolling shell 
Austin Maxi complete but the motor is out needs restoration Ian Wilshire 08 8325 
0109 both freebies 

Mk 11 1800 gold offers no RWC also mk 11 with as new maroon trim Laurie 
Cameron 03 9836 6406 

By Daryl Stephens 

As I made myself comfortable in the flat top- a tow truck that scrapes dead or injured 
vehicles up and puts all 4 wheels on the tray-I contemplated the situation. 

A lower ball joint had dropped out of the 1800, rendereing the vehicle inoperative. 
Naturally, it was in the middle of a busy intersection! 

It had not busted -just become loose and unscrewed. No warning was felt either. I was 
already aware that for some inexplicable reason, the ball joints tend to come undone 
these days. The mystery seems to have started about 5 years ago. Anyway, I had 
checked this one 20,000 ks ago. In future, I will check them at each oil change. 

Also, a lot of reports are coming in about the mk 1 front! rear brake pipe splitting, leaving 
the mk 1 s without brakes. Mk 1 owners are therefore recommended to renew the pipe 
not later than yesterday 
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A great weekend for all 

About the Fred Wolseley Weekend at Swan Hill 

On the 3rd 4th 5th and 6th of October 2008 the City of Swan Hill in Victoria, Australia will be 
hosting a weekend of activities to mark the life of Frederick York Wolseley, Australian Pioneer, 
Entreprenaur, Inventor and Pastoralist, a man that started his Australian life on the Wakool river 
between Swan Hill and Deniliquin. 

Fred Wolseley is best remembered for his development of the Sheep Shearing machine, the early 
drilling for Artesian water, his initiative in sending Herbert Austin, a mechanic from Ascot Vale in 
Melbourne back to England where history records he became one of the greatest industrialists in the 
British Empire, culminating in his factories producing many of the famous Rolls Royce engines and 
the Hurricane and Spitfire fighter planes of second world war fame. 

The weekend will be used to launch by a prominent person a first ever book on the Australian Life 
ofWolseleyentitled :-

"Fred Wolseley - A Man of Many Parts" 

Fred is also remembered in the famous named cars such as Wolseley, Siddeley, Austin and Morris 
and Izuzu of Japan. 

~ There will be a rally and grand parade of all cars of these makes attending which is being organised 
in conjunction with the Swan Hill Show committee and Swan Hill Car Club. 

A photographic shoot of all cars in an attractive location on the Murray river is planned. 

Shearing demonstrations using original Wolseley shearing plants, including one driven by a 
Horseworks machine, other activities will be announced further as the time approaches. 

The famous Dangar Gedye and Mallock collection will be on display along with the not so well 
known Walgett collection which contains some ofFred"s original hand made pieces through to the 
final units manufactured by his company. 

Many collectors will be in attendance to display their treasures, foremost will be the original Patent 
for the Australian Sheep Shearing Handpiece issued to James Higham along with the original Patent 
issued to Robert Savage and Fred Wolseley in 1877 for their first Shearing handpiece. 

It is expected that a drilling rig as used by Wolseley in his efforts to obtain water in the drought years 
~ for his massive flocks will be on display. 

http://wolseley.wordpress.com!about! \1 8/0512008 



About the Fred Wolseley Weekend at Swan Hlll« Fred Wolseley Weekend at Swan H ... Page '2 01"3 

The Pioneer Settlement will be setup to illustrate in real life the activities of our early Squatters. 

John Wolseley, one of Australia's most outstanding painters will be exhibiting some of his works in 
a special showing in the Swan Hill Art Gallery adjacent to the Settlement. 

Activities will be available for the ladies with a wool fashion parade, a formal dinner on the Saturday 
evenmg. 

The Swan Hill Genealogy and Historical Society will be having an information stand at which an 
original of the W olseley family tree will be available for viewing. The W olseley name is one of the 
oldest names in British history and is mentioned in the Doomsday book. 

There will be activities for the young ones with rides on the Cobb and Co. coach and the Paddle 
Steamer Pyap available. 

Full food catering services will be available at the Settlement 

There will be plenty of accomodation for those who get in early, however as this weekend is 
expected to attract a large attendance of people it is recommended that early bookings be made. 
Accomodation is available in Motels, Caravan Parks, Hotels. Some accomodation is available on 
outlying locations. 

This Blog has just been opened and will be updated as we get closer to the date, in the meantime 
please lock-in this address in your favourites to keep up with the changes and events. 

Albert Heslop 

Co-ordinator for the Weekend 

Collectors and Car Clubs wishing to be part of the events, please contact :-

Qrionsup-@bigpond .. net.au 

View the Pioneer Settlement Web Pages on http://www.pioneersettlemt!nt.com.3u! 

http: //\Vww.s~'aI1hjll.v.ic.gov .. all,iquickJinksi p iQneer/pioI1(;":er.asp 

One Response to "About the Fred Wolseley Weekend at Swan Hill" 

t~ 
1. ...-, asrp Says: 

February 2, 2008 at 12:06 am 

testing this site 

Leave a Reply 

http://wolseley.wordpress.com/aboutl 8/05/2008 



SHARE THE PASSION 

AUSTINS OVER AUSTRALIA 2009 
PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Thursday April 9th to Monday April 13th
. 

Newsletter #5 June 2008 

Hello again from you AOA Committee. 
Progress 

Since the distribution of our Official Registration and Meals Options forms we have had 
I"' a trickle of responses. 

Thank you to those people. 
Regalia 

For those of you who have been waiting for our Regalia Order form to be sent, good 
news, as one is included with this newsletter, together with a page of photographs of the items. 

We will have some AMVC of W A Club regalia available at the time of registration, 
including our popular Thermal Travel Mugs. 
Registration 

Please help us by sending your Registration form together with your Meals Option form 
to us by JULY 1st. 

Don't forget if you are able to send your photo showing the 'crew' together with your 
brief relating story we are sure many other participants will be appreciative. 
Buses 

We plan to have buses available for transport for the evening gatherings at a nominal 
charge. 

/""'., Accommodation 
Have you booked yet? Still accommodation is available at the Astra Motor Lodge in 

Cannington, Phone 0893519988 e-mail astralodge@iprimus.com.au 
Theme 

Our Sunday night dinner theme will be BLACK AND GOLD so put your thinking caps 
on for clothing ideas. 

Communication 
Electronic: atholfarmer@westnet.co.au 
Telephone: Athol Gom, + 61 892769235 

Or Ken Devine, + 61 893905310 

Yours sincerely, 

Ken Devine 
~ Secretary, AOA 2009 

IVj 

Postal: Athol Gom 
10 Royson Place 
Dianella, W A 6059 



AUSTINS OVER AUSTRALIA 2009 
Perth - Western Australia 

2009 REGALIA ORDER FORM 

Your AOA 2009 Committee offers the following Regalia. 
Please be aware, as in previous years, that many items have a minimum order quantity. 
If insufficient orders are received for any item we will refund monies paid. 

Name . Rally No. 

Item Qty. Cost Total 

Polo Shirts Men: S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL $31.50 $ 
Black/Gold, Chest (Cm) 53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66 68.5 
LIH Pocket Ladies: 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 $31.50 $ 
RlHLogo, Bust (Cm) 47 49 51 53 55 57 59 
(Embroidered- Child: 4 6 8 10 12 14 $28.00 $ 
No surround) Chest (Cm) 39 41 43.5 46 48.5 51 

Cap - heavy sports, Velcro strap $12.00 $ 
Black IGoid with Gold trim (Embroidered 'AUSTIN') 

Hat - Safari with chin strap S M L XL $21.00 $ 
Black (Embroidered 'AUSTIN') (Cm) 55 57 59 61 

Hand Towel- Black (Embroidered' AUSTIN', with Kangaroo Paw) $12.00 $ 

Tea Towel- W A Wildflowers (Tourist, not AOA) $5.00 $ 

Umbrella - Light golf style $23.00 $ 
Black/Gold (Printed 'AUSTIN') 

Cloth Badge - Logo with Surround $9.50 $ 

Gold Oval 110mm wide x 80mm high 

Stoneware Mug - with printed AOA 2009 Logo $7.00 $ 

Port - Local W A Winery $15.00 $ 

DVD - 2009 AOA - (Including Postage) $20.00 $ 

Sack Pack (- Extra) $7.00 $ 

Rally Pack (- Extra, no Car Badge) $20.00 $ 

REGALIA ORDER TOTAL $ 

r--' 



Welcome to newsletter number 145 for October and November, 2008 

~'~ Landcrab Owners Club ~~~ __ ~ 
~~~I~ '~ Of 

f , 
I · 
I 

Australasia 
22 Davison Street MITCHAM VIC 3132 

Ph 03 9873 3038 

et again. his on-board nag-ivation system 

had lost her place on the map. 



New Member 
David Huck Leyland Park 585 Burrendong Way, March[ Orange] NSW 

02 6365 8328 restored Mk 11 1800 

The Austin 

LeylandPark 
585 Burrendong Way 
March NSW 2800 
6th July 2008 
phone:02.6365 8328 

I can hardly believe I've had this car for 16years now. It was originally bought 
through Larke Hoskins, Canberra, but I don't know the early history-. I bought it 
in May 1992 from a private owner in Canberra with 67,000 miles up. Although it 
hadn't been abused exactly it had been neglected. After five years on the road and 
several 'incidents' it was decided a full mechanical restoration and paint was in 
order. Ken Lyle of Perth gave it that new start. The interior was left as original. 

It has been somewhat neglected again, if garaged, in the last few years 
with just 24,000 miles up since the rebuild. But hoping to make the AOA rally to 
Perth next year has encouraged me to check around a bit. Incidentally there don't 
seem to be too many BMC dealers around nowadays. 

-

Sunvisors 
Are still available new! 

Mesh ones from Sunshade products 08 8260 6433 and metal ones from 

Highway truck Products 03 9369 9905 



.-.-.-.. ~., _ .... - ... . .. ~ ..... -- ... ~ .--.. ,-.~. 

SPARES SECRETARY 
Tony Wood, 31 All Hallows Road, Bispham, Blackpool FY2 OAS 

Telephone: 0 1253 352730 

I still have a few re bump stops for sale at GP95-00. These stop the rear end dragging 
on the ground under heavy load. They are hand made with heavy duty rubber and they 
never wear out. 

--_._-_ ... __ . --. 

A new Austin website is now launched at www.austinmemories.com 

The site will be dedicated to the Austin Motor Company as a way of keeping 

the name alive and showing the diversity of products made at Longbridge. 

Your memories will be a key part of the site, so I am looking for material 

from anyone who had connections with the company, has a Austin vehicle 

now or perhaps owned one in the past. 

Whatever memories you have, I would love to hear from you to help keep 

the heritage of Austin alive. 

Tax Invoice Invoice No. 2174 
Date: 22 August 2008 

From: Allan Miller Media PTY LTD 

To: 

Allan Miller Media PTY LTD. 
ANZ BSB 017539 Account 498309442 
PO Box 471 Launceston TAS 7250 
Please quote invoice # when making payment 

email: allanm@bigpond.netau 

Daryl Stephens 

22 Davison St. 
Mitchum 
VIC 3132 

Qty Description , 

ABN: 53 110 321 901 

Phone: 

Mobile: 0408 665 060 

Fax: 0363340533 

ABN: 

Delivery Address 

Taxable Unit Price 
Supply Including GST 
(YIN) if applicable 

2.5 I Hours-Super 8 - DvrJl\lote: Focus IS an Issue With Yes 33.00 
much of the earlier footage. 

2 DVD Blanks Yes 5.50 

1 Postage Yes 18.00 

'3 

GST 
Amount Total 

7.50 82.50 

1.00 11.00 

1.64 18.00 



THE WIND BAGS 

PRESIDENT 

Ian Davy 
11 Oxley Cres 
GOULBURN NSW 2580 
0248226916 
idavy@ozemail.com.au 

DATA REGISTRAR 

Peter Jones 
4 Yarandin Court 
Worongary OLD 4211 
0755748293 
landcrab@tpg.com.au 

PUBLIC OFFICER 

Peter Collingwood 
18 Lighthorse Cres 
Narre Warren Vic 3804 
0397041822 

SPARES CO-ORDINATOR 
TREASURER LIBRARIAN 

Patrick Farrell 
4 Wayne Avenue 
Boronia Vic 3155 
0397624457 
farwar@ozemail.com.au 

EDITOR I SECRETARY 

Daryl Stephens 
22 Davison Street 

"' 
Mitcham Vic 3132 
0398733038 
stephensdaryl@hotmail.com 

SOCIAL CONVENORS 

Brisbane: Peter Jones 

Melbourne Nil 
Sydney Nil 

Opinions expressed within are not necessarily shared by the 
Editor or officers of the Club. While great care is taken to ensure 
that the technical information and advice offered in these pages is 
correct, the Ed~tor and Officers of the Club cannot be held 
responsible for any problems that may ensure from acting on such 
advice and information. 



Exei~ I Prefix I First Name Last Name 

30106/2009 Mr Franklin Smallcombe 

30106/2009 Mr Nick Smith 

30106/2009 Mr Richard Snedden 

30106/2009 Mr Daryl Stephens 

30106/2009 Mr Lachlan Story 

30106/2009 Mr Basil Strelinikov 

30106/2009 Mr Bruce Summerell 

30106/2009 Mr Peter Tadman 

30106/2009 Mr Jim Taylor 

30106/2009 Mr Paul Toneman 

30106/2009 Mr John Watson 

30106/2009 Mr John Westaway 

30106/2009 Mr Rob Williams 

30106/2009 Mr Ian Wilshire 

30106/2009 Mr Jonathon Winwood 

30106/2009 Mr Tony Wood 

~ 

J 

, ) 

Address Ci~ State I Postal Code I Count~ 
30 Illawarra Dr, Kin Kora Gladstone QLD 4680 

66 Water Street Bundaberg QLD 4670 

36 Claremont Av Malvern VIC 3144 

22 Davison St Mitcham VIC 3132 

1704 Henty Highway Mockinya Vic 3401 

256 Walsh St Mareeba QLD 4880 

Verona Rd, Quaama Via Bega NSW 2550 

Box 283 Nundah QLD 4012 

Box 232 The Mall P.O. Heidelberg VIC 3081 

2 Mynas Grove Ballejura W.A. 6066 

10 Eastcote Lane Welling KENT England 

8 Glenmorgon Crt Glenvale Qld 4350 

33 Portside Place Shoal Bay QLD 4750 

37 Old Borough Dv Onkaparanga Hills SA 5163 

158Prince Charles Avenue Kurnell NSW 2231 

31 All Hallows Rd Bispham Blackpool England 

THE SENILITY PRAYER. 

Grant me the senility to forget the people I never liked anyway, the good 
fortune to run in to the ones I do, and the eyesight to tell the difference. 

1 

\ ) ) 

Home Phone cars 
UTE 

(03) 9509 0110 3 x Wlosley 6s 

(03 ) 9873 3038 Mk 1 1800 

(03 ) 5383 7507 Mk 11 ute, sed 

(070) 82 1535 Mk 1 1800' 

(02 ) 6492 9575 Mk 11 1800 

(07 ) 3266 4537 Mk 11 1800 

(03 ) 9457 7808 1800 Ute 

(08) 9248 8218 mk 1 

(07 ) 4633 1530 mk 1 

(07 ) 4954 7676 mk 1 ute 

(08) 8325 0109 Mk 111800 

(02 ) 9668 8406 Mk 1 1800 

) 



Last Name Address City State 10stal Code I Country I Home Phone I \ J--) AV 
. 

Hogg 22 Huntingd Miranda NSW _ 88 (02 ) 9522 6184 Kimbeny 

30106/2010 Mr David Huck Leyland Park, 585 Burrendong March NSW 2800 (02 ) 6365 8328 Mk 11 

30106/2009 Mr Andrew Cox Jasdane Eng. Factory 5, 8 - 12 Pascal Rd Seaford VIC 3198 (03 ) 9782 4995 Mk 11 ute 

30106/2009 Mr Peter Jones 4 Yarandin Ct Worongary QLD 4213 (07)55748293 Mk111800 

30106/2009 Mr Mike Jordan 34 Shana Ave, Keighley West Yorkshire England Replicia 

30106/2009 Mr Peter Kaneen 11 Windsong Way Point Cook Vic 3030 (042) 7 85 5208 mk 11 

30106/2009 Mr Tim Kennon 727 Drummond St Carlton VIC 3053 (03) 9347 7457 Mk 1 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Adam Krenske 9 Errington Street Moorooka QLD 4105 mk 11 ute 

30106/2009 Mr Peter Laursen Praestemarksvej 30 DK 2300 Copenhagen Denmark (45) 3251 7336 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Anthony Lawman 1 Sophia Grove Parkdale Vic 3195 mk 11 

30106/2009 Mr Garry Lawrence 28 Roseash Street Logan Centrral QLD 4114 mk 11 ute 

30106/2009 Mr Adrian Leighton 20 Clarinda Av Faulconbridge NSW 2776 (02) 47516926 Mk 1 & 11180 

30106/2009 Mr Ed Lenny 51 Prince St Goulbourn NSW 2580 Mk 1 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Chris Lewis ' 18 Lucas Street Caulfield South VIC 3162 Mk 11 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Michael Loveday 11 French Street Artermann NSW 2064 mk 1 and 11 

30106/2009 Mr Ken Lyle 5/11 Cussack Road Malaga WA 6945 (08 ) 9248 5325 Lots 

~I 30106/2009 Mr Robert Mackellar 33 Third Avenue Sandgate QLD 4017 (07 ) 3869 0834 Kimberly mk11 

30106/2009 Mr Bob Mann 324 Elizabeth St Sunbury VIC 3429 (03) 9744 3956 Mk 1 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Stephen Mc Phail Dun lolair Tugalong Road Canyon leigh NSW 2577 (02) 4878 9318 Mk 111800 

30106/2009 Mr Robert Medlen 2 Grassdale Rise Alberfoyle Park SA 5159 (08 ) 9370 7794 1800 Ute DYLO 

30106/2010 Mr Neil Melville CIO Post office Cowaramup WA 6284 (08 ) 9755 5332 Mk 1 1800 ute 

30106/2009 Mr Ferdinando Mignanelli 34 Harold Street Bulleen Vic 3105 (03 ) 9850 7775 Mk 11 

30106/2009 Mr Bill Mitchell Box 128 Beaufort VIC 3373 (03 ) 5349 2720 1800 Ute 

Austin Club ofNSW Box 3943 Parramatta NSW 2124 

Austin Club ofQLD 1376 Old Cleveland Road Carindale QLD 4152 

Austin Club ofW.A. 18 Drew Street Stirling W.A. 6021 

30106/2009 Mr Ken Patience 149 Brees Rd Keilor East VIC 3033 (03 ) 9337 4661 Mk 11 1800 Ut 

30106/2009 Mr Hans Pederson 3 Thornton Crs Mitcham VIC 3132 (03) 98741800 1100, s/c1800 

30106/2009 Mr Jim Robertson 4 Sylvan Court MIS 2223 Glenvale QLD 4350 (07 ) 4634 2418 Morris 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Michael Sage 71 Williams Road Grapetree QLD 4352 (07 ) 4697 9386 

30106/2009 Mr Clive Saunders 6 Apex Court Craignish QLD 4655 (07) 4128 7284 

30106/2009 Mr Herb Simfendorfer 21 Stitt St Walla Walla NSW 2659 (02) 6029 2224 Mk 1 1800 



t:xel~ iPrefix I First Name I Last Name Address Ci~ State I Postal Code I Count~ Home Phone cars 
30106/2009 Mr Geoff Abrahams 3 Hough Street Bondi Junction NSW 2022 mk1 

30106/2009 Mr Bruce Austin 15 Bickley Avenue Thomastown Vic 3074 (03) 9465 5447 mk 11 ute 

30106/2009 Mr Joe Barling 125 The Ridgeway Ching LONDON ENGLAND 3 wolsleys 

30106/2009 Mr Francis Barnes 224 Cooriengah Heights Engadine NSW 2233 (02 ) 9520 7351 mk 11 

30106/2009 Mr Ian Batty 95 Brewster Street Ararat Vic 3377 mk1 

30106/2009 Mr Walter Berry 12 Elkin Ave Heatherbrae NSW 2324 ( 02) 4987 1680 mk 1 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Rudy Bourdaire 436 Maitland Bar Rd Mudgee NSW 2850 (02 ) 6373 3633 mk 11 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Douglas Bright 26 Bay ton st Kingston TAS 7050 (03)62292665 Mk11 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Jim Burfoot 250 Schoolhouse Road Woori Yallock Vic 3139 

30106/2009 Mr Peter Collingwood 11 Viewpoint Place Berwick VIC 3806 (03) 97041822 Mk1 1800 

30106/2010 Mr Ian Cope 65A Henning Cres Manning WA 6152 (08) 9450 5161 ute 

30106/2009 Mr Michael Davey MC 6123 Woolongong NSW 2500 many 

30106/2009 Mr Ian Davey 11 Oxley Cres Goulbourn NSW 2580 Mk 1 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Eric Davison 3 Clifford Place Coonellabah N.S.W. 2480 (02 ) 6624 4537 mk 11 Ute 

30106/2009Mr Colin Day 14 Mitchell St Kerang VIC 3579 ( 03) 5450 4090 Mk 1 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Keith Douglas 50 - 66 Mackelroy Road Plenty VIC 3090 (03) 94322820 Mk 11 1800 x 3 

~ 30106/2009 Mr Albert English 454 Quarry Rd Bunderburg QLD 4670 (07) 4157 8191 Mk 1 1800 

30/0.6/2009 Mr Patrick Farrell 4 WayneAv Boronia VIC 3155 (03 ) 9762 4457 LOTS 

30106/2009 Mr Ron Fenwick Box 62 Singleton NSW 2330 (02) 6574 5182 Mk 1 

30106/2009 Mr Peter Fitzpatrick 222 Mitchell Road Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 (02 ) 6922 4882 mk 1 

30106/2009 Mr Peter Flavelle 69 Longview Road Croydon Vic 3136 (03 ) 9870 4450 mk 11 Ute 

30106/2009 Mr Don Florey 419 Windermere St Ballarat VIC 3350 Wolsley 

30106/2009 Mr Graham Fordyce 20 Wynnum North Rd Wynnum QLD 4178 (07 ) 3396 8201 1800 Ute 

30106/2009 Mr Leo Goodfellow ! Panararma Pde Safety Beach N.S.W . 2456 (02) 66541283 18/85 S, mk 11 

30106/2009 Mr Ken Green 23 Beacon Road Kindstanding Birmingham England Mk 11 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Russell Greenwood 25 Queen Street Co lac VIC 3250 (03 ) 5229 7780 Mk 11 1800 

30106/2009 Mr John Griffiths 93 Wills St Kew VIC 3101 (03) 9853 8251 Mk 1 1800 

30106/2009 Mr Kerry Guinea Box 45 Wulguru QLD 4811 (07 ) 4778 3379 mk I ute 2 Kim 

30106/2009 Mr Keith Haines 8262 Hamilton Hwy Hamilton Vic 3300 (03) 55724875 Mk 11 Ute 

30106/2009 Miss Naomi Hall 288 Mt Dandenong Road Croydon Vic 3136 (03 ) 9723 0769 mk 1 

30/06/2009 ~~-) Gerald Hiles 16 Lawrence "" j nue Gawler SA 
J18 (08)85222160 mk11 

) 30/06/2009 Nlr Peter Hocking 18 Aranga Crt Mt Claremont WA u 10 (08 ) 9385 0692 3 Litre 
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Gas, ,up with 
liqu,id '~asset 
LPG won't ever be the 
s~me again because of an 
Italian {)YStem:, writes 
GRAHAM SMITH 

T' HE LPG world in Australia 
could change forever, th~s 

, ,to a new Italian system. 
A breakthrough liquid LPG 

, system from JTG could revolution-' 
ise the alternative-fuel business with 
the prorrUse of few~r components 
and better performance, driveability 
and fuel economy. 

Ii takes ~LPG systems to a new 
sophistication and the local agent, 
the Australian LPG Warehouse, is 
preparing for a rush of converts. 

The ITG system marks a funda
mental change because it maintains 
the fuel as a liquid to the point where 
it is injected into the engine. 

In a traditional system LPG is 
pumped into a car's tank in liquid 
form but turned to a vapour before it
enters the engine. 

The Austr,alian LPG WarehouSe, 
will launch systems for the high: 
volume Holden Commodore and 
Ford Falcon sedans and wagons next 
month with plaps for systems for 
other makes and models as time 
permits and demand grows. 

Engines have consumed up to 
30 per cent more LPG than petrol 
when converted in the past, cutting 
into the saving of switching to LPG. 

But there is only a small incx;ease, 
in the consumption of LPG witlr,the , 

• liquid injection system. 
Australian LPG Warehouse direc

tor Hilbert Klaster, an LPG'system
development specialist, says the 
increased consumption of LPG with 
the ITG system, compared with 
petrol, is about 5 per cent. 

POWER AND ECONOMY ARE IMPROVED. IT'S LIKE 
TURNltI,P "-4.o-L~ ENGINE INTO A 4.5-UIRE ENGINE 

) ) 

KeepIng It fluId: Australian LPG Warehouse's Hilbert Klasters&ys,the new system wlJllncrease,'col'I:}bustloll efficiency. 

"The adv-antage~f this system is "Power an~ ec:onl:>~),t, are 1m-
that the LPG is kept in liqlii'li'form pro~ed. It's like tul1l.!tl'g a 4.0-litre 
:p.ght up to the point it's injected into engine into a 4.5-litre":engine." 
the manifold,' '" Klaster ,says. ' With the JTG system, the LPG 

• 'When that happens it changes enters through an injector as close as 
from Jiquid to vapour and tries to possible to the regular petrol injector 
freeze, so it cools the air going into and is directed at the back of the inlet 
the engine and makes the incoming valve in the intake manifold. 
charge more dense. ' As a liquid, it cools the charge 

"The benefit ,is that you fill the going into the engine~ paolcing more 
cylinder mQre completely and there chatge and increasing e.fficiency 
is more efficient combustion. • with a more complete burn. 

The 'hnprovedeoonomyredtJoes 
~nnin:g, costs ?t' the liquid injection 
system andll!crea,ses the range 
available from: Ii tank of LPG. 

FITTING the JTO system is 
, simpler and the outcome is 

, more reliaQle than current sys-
tems, Klastel: SflYS, ,because fewer 
components have to be fitted~ 

Importantly ,110 shftware has to be 
mated to th~ manufacturer's soft
ware in the 2ai:~ 
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The paint etc for the body has cost so far SAl 10. 
Time taken "forever due to my continuing poor health" 
I have had the car about 6 years,hopefully I can f"mish it this 
year. 
Thanks to 
Ken Green 
Ken Patience 
Herb Simpfendorfer 
GeotTWhite 
Bruce Austin 
Garry Fry 
For their help and assistance with this ongoing project. 
Special thanks to my wife Sandra for all her patience and 
encouragement without which none of this would have 
happened. 
Patrick Farrell 

.......... -.--_._ .... _----- - . --_.- -
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washer switch and heated rear window switch,repair auto trans 
selector lever,replace sun damaged moulding around steering 
column,replace broken hand brake lever ,put it all back together 
fitting new wireless (has to be a wireless not a radio in a 
Wolseley),flt new map reading Iight,fit refurbished steering 
wheel. 
Mechanical 
Remove power steering and replace with Australian spec 
manual steering rack,not a job I would recommend as you have 
to replace every thing, rack ,steering column, rack 
mountings,steering column coupling and generator. 
Fit Hitachi distributor ,original distributor missing,convert to 
negative earth,fit PBR brake booster and front brake pads,stop 
auto transmission from leaking,replace water pump and have 
radiator cleaned and repaired and last but not least "get it 
running" 
Replace front bump stops. 
Parts used so far and the costs 
Seats reupholstered and dashtop $A550 
Carpets $A95 
Hitachi Distributor $A30 
Steering Rack 
Rack mounts 
Steering column 
Water pump . 
Steering column shroud 
Steering wheel 
Heater knobs 
All from my stock of spares or supplied no charge though what 
I call the old boy network 
Radiator repaired $A 70 



The story of a Wolseley 18/85 
Or be careful what you wish for you may get it 

I have always wanted a Wolseley 18/85 ever since I saw a 
brochure for one in 1973 as you all know we have been Austin 
1800 owners for almost 40 years so when Garry Fry telephoned 
me telling me I could have his 1972 model for nothing provided 
it was removed for where it was stored (a paddock in Sydney) 
I thought "bonus" ,only trouble was he rang on a Tuesday and 
the car had to be removed by Saturday,to cut a long story short 
Sandra arranged for it to be picked up and delivered door to 
door for the princely sum of $A300,after I had given up on it 
due to numerous problems. 
When it arrived it was better than expected but not as good as I 
hoped. 
What has happened so far with it I hear you ask,details as 
follows. 
Body 
Strip paint from bonnet bootlid and roof,remove rust from 
bonnet and righthand rear door, rust proof entire body rub 
down and spray 4 coats of primer, spray roofwith spray putty to 
cover sanding marks,body now waiting for warmer weather so 
top coats of acrylic laquer in British Racing Green can be 
applied 
Interior 
Where do I start? 
Remove complete interior except for roof lining,have front and 
rear seats and dash top reupholstered,fit new moulded 
carpets,remove and refurbish dashboard,repair clock and oil 
pressure gauge and oil pressure switch,reposition windscreen 

I~ 
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k..J NOB resto1.jpg 
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. ;d NOB in 1970 road test.jpg 

http://byl16w.bayl16.mail.live.comimaillInboxLight.aspx?FolderID=00000000-0000-... 4/O8/200~ 
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New Reply Reply all Forward Delete 

World Cup Landcrab found 
From : Ken Green (kengreen@landcrab2.freeserve.co .uk) 
Sent: Monday, 4 August 2008 9:46:04 AM 
Reply-to: kengreen@landcrab2.freeserve.co.uk 
To: Ken Green (kengreen@landcrab2.freeserve.co.uk) 
@NOB rest o ... j pg ( 186.4 KB), NOB resto .. . jpg (301.1 KB), NOB in 
19 .. . j pg (234 .9 KB) 

..... -0- - - - -

Junk 

Security scan up 

The World Cup Rally Landcrab Reg No NOB 284F driven by a .r-

crew and called the "Beauty Box" has been re-discovered in tt 
been undergoing a long restoration and it is hoped that it will b 
road very soon. 

The car is also important as it is one of the very early producti( 
6th off the line) that were used as press cars based at Longbr 
was handed over to "Special Tuning" to be modified into a rall~ 

The Beauty Box crewed by Jean Denton, Pat Wright and Liz C 
the 16,000 mile long World Cup Rally at Wembley on the 19th 
finished in Mexico on the 17th May in 18th place, they were se 
Coupe des Dames and also second in the team award with tw 
18th sounds a little low in the results then it should be noted th 
106 starters, but only 23 cars made the finish in Mexico. 

Just to finish such ·a long rally is a major achivement for the cn 
severity of the event it is remarkable that any of the cars shoul 
an still be around 38 years later !! 

r--

http://byl16w.bay116.rnail.live.comlrnailllnboxLight.aspx?FolderID=00000000-0000-. .. 4/0812008 . ,.,-



the time my aged unit packed up and the new one arrived. Tming can be done without a timing light, 
(VW Beetle owners do it all the time), but it is so much easier with a timing light. 

Sparks in the Dark 
One day, on a dark night, turn off all lights, lift the bonnet, start the engine, and look into the engine bay. 
You might be surprised to see sparks in tliere. Wherever there is a spark, there is a fault, as no sparks of 
any kind should be visible~ even on the darkest of nights. The most likely of places for sparks will be from 
the high tension leads, especially if they are old and cracked. Keep your bands in your pockets. These 
faulty leads must be replaced. 

That reminds me of a guy I read about once who could stop an engine by putting his bare hands on the 
tops of the spark plugs (no .insulation at the top of the plugs in those days!).* Some bright spark can tell 
us all why the engine stopped for this guy. 

* That would have been in the days before electronic ignition systems, as modem systems give a voltage 
high enough to kill you. So be careful (H.S.) 

~ An Interesting Bit of History 
In our magazine No 140, five pages were devoted to the monumental trip by Evan Green and his team in 
two BMC vehicles doing their Figure of Eight trip of 12,600 miles in mainly outback Australia. The trip 
was done in December 1965. 

I bought a book the other day that is about a vehicle trip through the centre of Australia at about the same 
time. The book is Where Dead Men Lie by Mike .and Mal Leyland. Mike and Mal went from West to 
East (Shark Bay to Byron Bay to be precise) with two other people, Mike's wife Pat and mechanic Ted 
Hayes, in two Land Rovers and a hefty traIler. The trip was done from 3 May to 20 August 1966. 

The Leyland group wanted to be the first vehicles to cross the centre of the Simpson Desert, which they 
achieved, despite horrendous problems. The BMC group skirted to the north of the worst Simpson Desert 
dunes. However, the two groups went through Meekatharra, Willuna, Giles Weather Station and Ayers 
Rock in Western Australia and the Northern Territory, but in opposite directions. They went on different 
roads for the rest of their trips, but were both at Byron Bay, the most easterly part of mainland Australia. 

!"- -' Now comes the interesting part. When Evan was at Ayers Rock, there was heavy rain, and enough water 
on the road to bring the water level ''up to the door handles". That was on 9 December 1965. At Ayers 
Rock, the Leylands saw the "breaking of the drought" on 28 June 1966, making further travel impossible 
for some days. Mal wrote, "The eight year drought had broken - and we have it on film." So it rained 
heavily twice in siX months~ and both groups thought they were seeing something rarely seen. 

Maybe it rains more often at Ayers Rock than is normally realised. Or maybe people there have very 
short memories. Maybe we should not read so many books so that we do not notice such inconsistencies. 

An interesting aspect is that both groups cfaimed to be the first to do all kinds of feats in vehicles, and 
neither mentioned the other group~ even though the Leylands would have been told about the BMC group 
being at the same spots about six months earlier, and Evan would certainly have heard of the Leyland trip 
while he was writing his book. I feel it would have been appropriate for Mal to mention that Evan and his 
team were successful in crossing the western deserts in two wheel drive vehicles, and in much harsher 
weather conditions, whereas he had considerable difficulties and many breakdowns in 4 WD vehicles on 
the same roads. 

('-. 

Incidentally, Mal's book is a very good read, hard to put down when he describes what happened as they 
crossed the Simpson Desert. It would have to be one of the most difficult vehicle trips ever made in 
Australia, because of their mechanical problems and bad weather conditions. (H.S.) 



NEW TEST 5 
Now, just for fun, connect the light to the lead between the coil and the distributor. The flashes will be 
four times as fast, and again look for any change in intensity or regularity. If there are irregularities in r 
flashes when connected to one of the plug leads, and none in the coil lead, the problem cannot be in the 
coil. However, if there are also irregularities in the coil lead, then the coil must be suspect. 

NEW TESTS 6,7,8,9 
Now for another test. Go back to No 1 lead, and rev the engine. The light flashes are much quicker, of 
course, but should be perfectly regular at any given speed. It can happen that there is regularity on idle, 
and not at 3000 rpm, for example. Any deviation from perfect regularity is not good. Repeat for the other 
leads. 

I once had a flash reflection absent every now and then when connected to No 4 lead. (It also co-incided 
with a miss in the motor!) This indicated that a high voltage pulse which should have been going through 
the lead to the plug was not there, and, of course, the spark plug was not firing, giving a miss. Bad news, 
and indicated a need fora check of the distributor, leads and connections. 

NEW TEST 10 
It is also interesting to do the aOOve tests when the engine is stone cold, at first start for the day. 

If there is any irregularity, ftrst change the spark plug lead. You should have some lying around. If not, 
swap leads. If a different lead does not change the quality of the flashes, suspect the distributor 
components. As far as I can tell, -the use of a timing light in this way is not a test for spark plugs * 

Of course, if you think about it, this technique gives you an answer to the often perplexing problem 
whether a miss is due to ignition or fuel. For, if this technique shows that the spark is regular, then it is 
likely the problem is not in the ignition system. Look for fuel problems. However, it is not necessarily 
fueL It could still be a multitude of other things, including spark plugs, vacuum leak, vacuum advance 
and so on. 

I wonder if an ingenious person would have a timing light system set up in such a way that it is 
pennanently connected to all four spark plug leads, and a rotary switch used to select one of these at a 
time. There would be a system so that the reflections of the flashes could be seen while driving along. I 
thought of this today as I was motoring down the main street and there was a miss in the engine. It would 
have been good to know if the problem was ignition or fueL 

There are other simple diagnostic tools for the ignition system and electric components of a car, of course. 
There are the voltmeter, the ammeter, the multimeter, the dwell meter, and the humble test light probe. I 
read of one mechanic that relied mainly on -a more simple tool still: his hearing. 

*The assumption is that if the No 1 spark plug is ftring at exactly the right time, the other three spark 
plugs are also fIring at the same time. It would have to be a pretty big problem if this did not occur. 

**Good quality spark plugs last a long time, and a good way to test them is to swap them around, or pull 
off the leads one at a time while the engine is running. If there is a spark as the lead is pulled off, using 
heavy insulated gloves, and the tone of the engine does not change while the lead is off, that plug may be 
faulty. It could also be something much more serious like a burnt out valve, or broken rings. If a miss 
disappears when the lead is held about one cm away from the plug, so there is a big spark from the lead to 
the plug, the plug is on the way out. 

P.S. You haven't got a ignition timing light? Amazing! I can tell you that you can't just run to the 
nearest comer store and get one. Neither do they keep them in stock in any other auto parts place I tried.( 
Bursons were happy to order one in for me, and that took a few days to arrive. It is a Hella unit made in 
Gennany. A very nice unit, a worthy investment at about $70. I sure had withdrawal symptoms between 



Introduction: To find out if the engine in our car is running well, you can go to a garage and 
they use some high tech devices, and connect a whole lot of leads to yoW' engine. All kinds of wiggly 
lines appear on a screen and many of the very deepest secrets of the engine are laid bare for all to see. 
The well trained mechanic then uses this information to correct any faults that show up and thus makes 
the engine run better. All this takes but a few minutes. But is this really necessary? You and I do not 
have such a machine in our shed, and the good book says nothing about using a machine like this. This 
good book, also known as Workshop Manual, gives alternative ways to diagnose faults and improve 
engine performance. So, obviously we do not need to go to the hi-tech garage if we know how to use 
simpler equipment. Here is an example. 

The Timing Light as a Diagnostic Tool for the B Series Engine 
By Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

NORMAL USE: 
The timing light was designed to 
time the engine, i.e. to make sure the ' 
No 1 spark plug fires up at exactly 

~ the right split second relative to the 
' No 1 piston position* and so to 
achieve maximum power from the 

.. engine. This is done using a strobe 
light connected with circuitry to No 
1 plug lead. The unit I have is also 
connected to the battery terminals, ! 

and makes the timing job simple and 
accurate. Everyone knows how to do 
this. 
The usual procedure is to put the tim
ing light away after doing this import
ant job, and keep it in a safe place until 
the engine needs to be timed accurately 
next time. 

NEW TEST 1 

Clamps A and B are connected to the battery. Lead C 
stretches to well over a metre. D the inductive spark 
pick up and is clamped to No. 1 spark plug lead 1t 
a/so has a long cord E is the light, with a switch on it, 

/\, But before putting the light away after timing the engine, you could try to do some other tests with it, like 
I do. Shut the shed door, and turn off the lights. Then, have the timing light's connections as for timing 
the engine, and point the timing light onto the tappet cover. You will see reflections of very fast flashing. 
How fast? The blinking is just a little bit too fast to count, and it is interesting to calculate the frequ~ncy 
of the flashes. For a simple calculation, assume the engine is idling at a fairly normal 600 revolutions per 
minute (rpm). This is the crankshaft speed. That is the same as 10 revolutions per second. The No 1 
spark plug fires once for every two revolutions of the crankshaft, so there are five flashes every second, 
which is just a bit too fast to count, for me anyway. 

If the reflections of these flashes off the tappet cover surface are now carefully observed, it can be seen if 
they are regular, as they ought to be. If the flashes are irregular, or varying in intensity, there is something 
wrong. There is a short list of possibilities: something in the distributor, the spark plug lead or a 
connection are the obvious ones. 

NEW TESTS 2, 3 & 4 
The timing light can now be connected to No 2 spark plug lead, something which you may never have 

f'\ctone before. Using the light shining onto the tappet cover as before, again look at the reflections, and get 
suspicious if the flashes are not perfeCtly even and regular. Repeat for leads Nos 3 and 4. 



SPECIAL FOR CAR CLUB MEMBERS 

DiY 
TOOLS 

www.diytools.com.au .. - --
To receive an extra 5% OFF 

already reduced prices use this 
PROMOTIONAL CODE 

CARCLUB 
Offer Expires 31st October 2008 

lNlNlN.diytools.com.au 

Here's a sample of our product range 
Product Description 
20 Gallon Parts Washer (TR4001-20) 
4 Ton Porta Power Kit (Tl0401S) 
2.25 Ton Hydraulic Trolley Floor Jack (T82252) 
Metal Tool Box (HTB002) 
Oxy Acetylene Welding & Cutting Kit 
Chain Hoist 2 Ton (TR9020) 
7 PC Body Repair Kit (HM0018) 
8PC Metric Offset Ratchet Box End Wrench Set 
Hydraulic Bottle Jack - 20 Ton / 20,OOOkgs (T92003) 
Hydraulic Bottle Jack - 10 Ton / 10,OOOkgs (T91003) 
Hydraulic Bottle Jack - 8 Ton / 8,OOOkgs (T90803) 
3 Ton Car Jack Stand (T43001) 
6 Ton Car Jack Stand (T46001) 
4X4 Battery Jump Start with Air Compressor (JST07) 
Metal Creeper (CCS315) 
15meter Retractable Rubber Air Hose Reel (HR-04 Series) 
2HP Air Compressor 
Air Hose 20 Meters for air compressor & air tools (RP8038-D) 
1200W Sander Polisher 
1/2" Reversible Air Drill (TP-403) 
10 PC T -Handle Hex Key Set AF (HWRN0789) 
10 PC T-Handle Hex Key Set Metric (HWRN0789) 
12 PC Heavy Duty Screwdriver Set (HSCT0013) 
12V 2000 LB Electric Winch (TRH92000) 
500W Electric Shear 
Air Inflating Gun (RP8037-1) 
Knock Down Mechanics Seat 
O-Ring Kit 

Please pass this offer onto your 
Car Club Members! 

*Please Note: Prices are subject to change without notice and are subject to availability 

Price 
$159.00 
$118.00 

$99.00 
$25 .95 

$139.00 
$73.90 
$23.00 
$29.90 
$55.00 
$32.00 
$28.90 
$28.00 
$50.00 
$39 .95 
$36.50 
$94.00 
$99.00 
$22.00 
$59 .90 
$33.00 
$12.90 
$12.90 
$16.00 
$99.00 
$70.00 
$15.95 
$18.90 
$15.95 

r 



SOSCH 
;UI!ER 

Reliable performance 

.l 

plus Witll 
yr1~I\J1\I1 

aild long life 

Pointed ground electrode 

.• Increased ign ition reliability due 
to faster flash-over of the spark 

and ignition of the air-fuel mixture 

ectrode Wear 

With Yttrium Without Yttrium 

'ng service life 

Proven in endurance 
and severity tests . 
Yttrium electrodes 
exhibit less wear than 
electrodes without 
Yttrium. Endurance 
tested over 90,OOOkm 
with the same engine. 

rium enhanced centre electrode gives 50% longer service 
, over standard copper core spark plugs. 

Iproved performance 
iquely shaped, profiled ground electrode improves ignition 
-formance, fue l saving and reduces harmful emissions. 

r vehicles built from 

0.3mm diameter Pu re Platinum 
centre electrode 

• Better performance 
• Better ign itability 

• Reduction in requi red voltage 

Centre Electrode Diameter Comparison 

04

1 ~ 0.3 · i . L i 

0.2 

0.1 

Bosch Major Competitor 1 Major Compclilor 2 

Manufacturer 

Longer service life 

--I The electric fie ld is 
concentrated across a 
smaller surface area 
enabling spark ing to 
occur at a lower 
voltage, resu lting in 
re liable combustion 
with improved engine 
starting and 
acceleration . 

Pure Platinum centre electrode gives a 25% longer service life 
over Super Plus. 

Increased fuel efficiency, smoother idling and 
acceleration 
Heavy duty tapered electrode for reduced electrode 
temperature, and improved access to air & fuel mixture . 

For vehicles built from 
h.~ .~ ~~ ~~ 

PlAr~NU~#t 
PERFORMANCE 
& LONGER LIFE 

• Optimum combustion of fuel 

Fusion - Easier Starting 
Voltage Increase over time 

~ 4 
~ 

=' 3 

~ 2 

1=1: M.jo, Compcti tor 1 ~ 
- Major Competitor 2 _ 
·- Bo !Och 

L 
/ -----

o ~ 
o 100 200 300 400 

Time (Hours) 

Longest service life 

The Fus ion plug 
voltage requirements 
increase at a slower 
rate over time, 
allowing more 
c.o.nsistent starting in 
hot and cold weather 
vs . competitor plugs. 

Four Yttrium enhanced ground electrodes for optimum access 
to the air/fuel mixture. 

Maximum power, ultimate performance and 
acceleration 
Uniquely heat fused Platinum and Iridium centre electrode 
produces a powerful spark ensuring complete combustion . 

For vehicles built from 

PlAT~~UM 
PERFORMANCE 
& LONGER LIFE 
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0) Normal Condition 

Insulator nose greylsh'yellow Itl IU"ct 
brown, IOnglna i~ in order. Heal range of plug 
correcL Mixture setting and ign itIOn liming 
are correct , no misfiring, cold 5tilrting 
device functions correct ly, No deposits from 
fuel additives containing lea(1 or flom 
alloying constituents In the engine oil. No 
overheating. 

Q) Normal Condition 

As per above, 

(3) Partially Melted Centre Electrode 

Centre electrode partially melled, blistered, 
spongy Insulator tip. 
Cause: Overheating due to over advanced 
ignition timing, defective ignition distributor, 
Inadequate fuel quality. 
Effect: Misfiring, loss of power (engina 
damage), 
Remedy, Check engine timing, Ignition and 
mixture formation , 

(4) Heavy Wear on Ground Electrode 

Cause: Aggressive fuel and oil additives. 
Unfavourable Influence of gas turbulence in 
the combustion Chamber, possibly caused by 
deposits. Knocking. No overheating. 

Effect, Misfiring particu larly when 
accelerating (I gn ition voltage no longer 
suffldent for large electrode gap). Poor 
starting performance. 

Remedy, New spark plugs. 

(2) Insulator Nose Breakage 

Cause, Mechanical damage due to baing 
struck or dropped when Improperly handled. 
When the spark plug has been in use for too 
long ' the Insulator nose may be cracked by 
depOSits between the centre electrode and 
the Insulator nose and by corrosion of the 
centre electrode. 
Effect: Misfiring. Spark Jumps acrosS at points 
Which are not reliably reilched by the mixture. 

Remedy: New Spark plugs. 

Correct Installation of spark plugs with torque wrench: 

lONm = 1 kpm 

Notel 
Th e tightening torques listed apply to dry, non-greased and non-
oiled thread s, 

Tightening Torques · Nm 

I ~Iat Seat • F+- Conical Seat II ... 
I t:!" I 

In In I 

I 
I 

Callt Iron light !illay \ 
in 

calt Iron 

~ 
In 

IIlIht Nlloy 

, M 10 X i 10 ... 15 1.0 .. I ~ I'll 14)( 1,15 15 ... 25 10 ... 20 
I t; ." 23 I'll 12 j( 1.25 I!J ... ;Jh I!l ... ~~) I I'll 18)( 1,5 20 ... 30 

I'll 14)( 1,25 ?o . . ~o III ... :JO 
III i8)( i ,5 :10 ... ~:, )(} ... :l!l 

Correct Installation of spark plugs wlth2Ut torque wrench: 

Screw In spark plug by hand until it Is seated in the cylinder 
head. New spark plugs with flat seat are then given a further 
approx , 90° turn with a spark plug wrench. The figure for spark 
plugs with conical seat and used spark plugs with flat seat is 

approx. 15°, 

• ...:.= +- .~ 
~~ 

90° 

~ ~ 

I 

I I 
I I 

For further Information please contact your 
leading automotive distributor or cail 

Australia 1300 307 040 New Zealand 0800452 896 
www.bosch.com.au 

9 BOSCH 
Invented for life 

Whlls( e'lfHY r.afe has bean laken In [he p,~parlltlon of th it; publication. BoaC:: ll d06.6 n~l warrant lha 
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6pac!licationli without notlcl;1 , T4 tnet a)(rem parmillsd by I~w , Bosch tlxc:ludatl ali lIi1olli ty, Includlnn 
no ), lor AnY 10. , Incurred In tho rallanc. on Iho a.nlanta of thl. publication. 
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Restorer's corner 
Robert Medlen 
Restoring DYL 090 

DYL 090 is progressing nicely. 

Body is all straight and all dings etc removed and finished in primer. It took more effort 
to remove the damage inflicted by previous owner[s]due to neglect than caused by its 
trip. However, all is OK now and I am about to remove the engine and detail the engine 
bay. 

A large job as the amateurs have been in there and made a mess. These early pilot 
cars [#189 built] were assembled from UK kits and the body assembly finish wasn't too 
good. And requires careful re work to match later standards. 

r . There are lots of small differences in these early cars, and I want to keep it as original 
as possible with all under body scars intact to preserve its integrity. 

Interestingly, when I stripped the paint off the left hand sills, the original BMC repair of 
the area was very professionally done and matches exactly the damage caused by rocks 
and as shown in the book with the team pushing the car out of a sand bog with Jack 
Murray in his Leopard skin u/pants [page 125]. All damage was metal finished and body 
filed [no filler] - no mean feat on a closed sill panel! 

Robert 
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The Instrument Voltage Stabiliser in tbe Austin 1800. 
By Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

So what do you know about the instrument voltage stabiliser: where it is, what it looks 
like, which instrwnents it is involved with, and how it works? If you know all of these, 
read something else. As far as I can tell, nothing has been written in any Austin 1800 
literature about this device, so it should be OK to write about it in our magazine. * 

Where it is? It is held with one self tapping screw onto the back of the speedo housing. 
Incidentally this one screw is very important, because the body of the unit has to have a 
good connection to earth. 

What it looks like? It is a rectangular metal "box" with 
dimensions 4 x 2 x 1.5 all in cm. On the base are two 
pairs of twin electrical terminals, one pair stamped I 
and the other B**, onto which are connected four 
wires, and it is important that these are connected to 
the correct terminals. 

i 
! 
i 
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The voltage stabiliser 

Which instruments is it involved with? The fuel gauge and the temperature gauge. 
Nothing else. It may be possible to add another gauge to this circuit, e.g. a fuel gauge for 
a second petrol tank, but I cannot imagine this would ever be necessary. All other 
devices in the car using 12 V input can handle an input voltage changing from 12 to 14 
volts without problems. 

I ~ ! .. ' 7 
.~ 

I 
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How it works? As . background information, it is not 
···.,: 'appropriate for either~the temperature gauge or the petrol 

gauge to read a bit higher when the generator or 
alternator is putting out about 14 volts, and then go a bit 
lower when these devices are not charging, at which time 
the voltage to the instrument circuits will be about 12.0 

r--

. volts. 

The insides of a stabiliser. 
P Points C Coil 

So the stabiliser keeps the voltage to the instruments at the equivalent of a constant 10.0 
volts. Why 10 volts? Because the voltage goes down to about 10 when the starter motor 
is activated. When a higher voltage is in the lead coming to the stabiliser (the B terminal), 
say 14 volts, a thin bi-metal bar is heated by a coil of insulated wire C which bends and 
disconnects the instruments from the 14 volt circuit, because points P were opened, but 
only for a second, after whic)1 they are closed again, when the bar cools down. This is 
only possible because the two instruments have a slow response time. Thus, the circuits r-

are given pulses of 14 volts while the car is moving, which has the same end result for the -
instruments as having a constant 10.0 volts. Very clever. 

2 



The stabiliser can be adjusted to the voltage at which the pulses start, and this is done at 
, the factory and then the adjustment screw is locked into place, as no further adjustment is 

r ever necessary. 

Can the device malfunction? Since there are moving parts, and a make and break circuit 
involving contact points, yes, it can. I have had one failure. Changing to another one is a 
bit tricky, as it is hard at any time to get to anything behind the speedo. It may be best to 
take the speedo off, which is a fairly lengthy job. If a stabiliser fails, a quick fix would be 
to get a good one, transfer wires from the broken one to the new one, and put the new one 
in any convenient place, but be sure to connect the case to a good earth point. One would 
suspect a faulty stabiliser unit if one, and especially both of the gauges involved are acting 
abnormally. This would usually be having the needles staying at the left end when the key 
is on, which would happen if the points in the stabiliser stayed permanently open. 

It is interesting that this same technology is used in the 1800 for the direction indicator 
unit and the voltage regulator. Modern units, both voltage stabiliser and voltage 

/\regulator, post 1800, are solid state, with no moving parts. 

Just for fun, I connected a multi meter (analogue, of course!) set to 20 volts DC, to the I 
terminal, and watched the needle swing with a period of about one second while the motor 
was running. Quite exciting, as I had never seen this before. The voltage actually goes 
right to zero, but the needle does not reach zero, as the voltage rises again before the 
needle gets there. A CRO would show this much better. It would show a trace looking 
like a series of steps with highs of 14 volts and lows of 0 volts with a period of about one 
second. 

Just for fun also, I bypassed the stabiliser, by connecting all leads that go to it to one piece 
of carefully cut aluminium. Of course, I covered the whole lot with good insulating tape. 

. . -
Everything works just fine, but the instrument readings were considerably higher than 
they ought to be. So an empty fuel tank would show about Y4 on the gauge while the 

/' engine is running. Not good. 

*There is a good entry on the Internet, specifically written for MG owners, available to 
those connected to this modem technology. I used Google, and typed in Instrument 
Voltage Stabiliser. 
** B is probably for Battery, and I for Instruments. 

A Point to Ponder 
Years ago, before some of my gentle readers were born, motorists were loyal to one brand 
of petrol. So some men used only Shell, others Mobil, others Plume, others Golden 
Fleece and so on. A woman getting petrol at a bowser in those days was an oddity! In 
those days, there was no hi-octane, ultra, super, unleaded, or anything else unsual. There 
was just petrol, mate, and it was sold by the gallon. A motorist would normally fill up at 
the same bowser every time he needed petrol, getting the good old-fashioned driveway 
~ service. But, if he was far from home, he would look for his favourite brand of petrol 

when the tank was at about one quarter full. If the right bowser did not show up, he 



would with great reluctance fill up with another brand of petrol. That's how it was done 
in those days. * 

Now, the interesting thing these days is that everybody seems to think that petrol from one 
company is as good as any other brand of petrol. So, if one outlet has petrol for a few 
cents less per litre, everyone goes there, regardless of what company that is. These 
motorists simply assume that petrol is petrol. 

It would be interesting to hear from some expert if, in fact, the petrol from one company is 
indeed different from the product of other companies. For the purposes of comparison, 
we could take the stock standard ULP, which is what just about everyone uses. 

* Before there was electricity, the petrol was pumped by hand into a glass container at the 
top of the bowser, and then allowed to flow into the petrol tank. I enjoyed watching this 
process, as the petrol was such a pretty colour in the glass container. Earlier still, before 
my time, petrol was bought in four gallon tins, with two to a box. (H.S.) 

r-' 

Austin 1800 features that are very special in small cars of any age. 
By Club Member Herbert Simpfendorfer 

Like most members, I drive quite a lot in a modem vehicle, and I also spend a lot of time 
in an 1800. I was in the modem the other day, and was looking for a place to put my 
water bottle. On the floor? On the passenger seat? Balanced on my lap? The door pocket 
is much too small, only good for a packet of cigarettes or a matchbox! No good at all! 
Think of the 1800. The door pocket would hold about six of these bottles. And if more 
than six bottles are needed, the"parcel shelf would h01d about 20 more! 

What about the boot? 1 7 cubic feet of space, and the floor is perfectly flat, and the sider 
close to square. When I go on car club runs, and see what other ~~iconic" vehicles' boots 
are like, I am so happy to be a crab owner. The FJ Holden boot, for example, is small 
and irregular. Many cars have a spare wheel in there somewhere, even on the floor 
( shudder), and others have no boot at all. The petrol tank often intrudes on luggage space 
too. They sure got it right in the 1800, with both spare wheel and petrol tank under the 
floor. 

The leg room for everyone in an 1800 is immense, for a vehicle of this size. I have yet to 
have someone sit anywhere in one of my 1800s and not comment about the comfort and 
space. So we can repeat what has been said before: Small on the outside, big on the 
inside. 
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New member 
David Bright 30 Larwill Avenue, Northgate 4013 QLD 07 3266 3263 

Useless Thermatic fan 
By Daryl Stephens 

A couple of months ago, I fitted a Thermatic fan to my Mk 11. I followed the diagram in a 
recent newsletter and cut down the fan surround, so to provide ram air through the 
radiator. ~ 

When installed, minus the mechanical fan, even in winter time it appeared that the 
system was going to struggle. I did plan to install an additional radiator and! or a 
mechanical fan reduced from 6 blades down to 2 

However, daughter Naomi got married in the middle of all this, and there was no time, 
energy, or recourses [to the uncultured, this means I was broke] to play cars. 
Incidentally, the wedding car was the steering wheel of a 1929 Dodge. It was bisected 
to make it wider, and lengthened to Limo standards and seated 7 i.e. all the bridal party 
quite comfortably 

I did get as far as changing thermostats. The standard thermostat is 82c, 74c for the 
tropics and 88c for the colder wetter regions, like Tassie and Sydney. I found and 
installed a 68c thermostat, which made no difference what so ever 

The end of the system came on a 30c day, when tqraveled 30 ks at 110 ks on a 
Freeway, and promptly landed in a traffic jam. The heater was on full after the first 10 ks 
in a desperate attempt to lower the temperature gauge as it went straight into the upper 
H regions 

{My vehicle is an every day driver and always carries big ladders on the roof, which 
definitely absorb more effort as the faster speeds are reached. It also has 2 carbies, 
extractors, free flow exhaust, 9.0 compressions. roller rockers and light weight push 
rods. It also features worked head electronic ignition and runs on gas. All of which may 
effect the cooling And of course, an Mk 11 has better air flow through the grille than an 
Mk 1] 

The advantages of the idea were 
Faster warm up 
Quieter running 
Improved fuel efficiency 
More punch 

The disadvantage was the stupid idea didn't work!!! 



, SPARES SECRETARY • 
Tony Wood, 31 All Hallows Road, Bispham, Blackpool FY2 OAS 

Telephone: 0 1253 352730 
Here we go again, with all those Exhausting Reading No. I 
interesting little tips and bits and I have a few Mk 3 front pipes in my garage 
pieces to add to your Landcrab i that I would like to get rid of. These will fit 
enjoyment. ! I the Mk 1 and Mk 2 as well, although they 

.,.. have a kink in them for the rod changer. A 

Discovery of the iJecade No. I 
A very sincere and huge thanks should go to 
Wim Schoonhoven of Holland, the 
Netherlands, for his discovery of a service
able alternative to the much sought :\fter 
automatic pedal rubber. Wim has found a 

r--.. Volvo commercial vehicle pedal rubber to 

be an excellent replacement for the auto
matic one. To order you need to contact your 
Volvo agent and quote 1576051. At the time 
of writing I have yet to do this. 

pipe may be yours for £20 - limited stock. 

AMAZING OIL BREAKTHROUGH 

www.worldnetdaily.com recently published a story that 
describes what could be the biggest energy break
through in history - genetically manipulating bacteria 
to quickly convert anything that grows out of the Earth, 
into oil. 
The new technique employs altered bacteria to "rap
idly digest" everything from grass clippings, wood chips 
and trash, flUrning them into hydrocarbons for fuels such 
.as~oline and diesel. If done on a large scale, it could 
provide billions of barrels of renewable oil every year. 

The agricultural researcher pioneering the process is 
J. C. Bell, the Chief Executive Officer of Bell Bio
Energy, Inc. 

Bell maintains that any hydrocarbon under pressure 
and temperature can turn into oil, and that with just 
2 billion tons of biomass, his process can produce 5 
billion barrels of oil each year naturally, with no 
negative impact on the environment. "That's 5 billion 
barrels of oil that can be produced from just trash," 
he said. 

Bell gave an overview of his plans at the U.S. Defence 
Department's Worldwide Energy Conference & Trade 
Show in Arlington, Va., where Air Force, Army, Navy 
and federal organizations were represented. He was 
very well-received. 

His bacterial discovery has also been published in two 
Georgia newspapers, but the national media don't seem 
to be the least interested, and have, thus far, not pro
vided any coverage of this possible solution to sky
rocketing gas prices and America's long-term energy 
security. 



BOOKS ABOUT ADVENTURES IN VEmCLES 

By Herb Simpfendorfer 

Mills and Boon may be the favourite co-authors for many people judging by the_number of 
books they have written. But for you and me, there would surely be something more 
interesting to read 
Maybe a workshop manual. Well, OK, but what about bedtime reading? Something to take us 
far away from the daily grind, and helping us to float away in imagination to far off places, 
with our favourite vehicle involved, of course. Well, it so happens that there are many books 
about adventures involving vehicles. No doubt you have found a lot already. As I keep 
looking around in second hand bookshops I fmd another and yet another. You and I may well 
go for a trip and have a lot of adventures, but rarely do we put pen to paper to tell others about 
it, but the good news is that there are some that go on trips and do write about them Bless 
them. Here is a small sample of some books I have found and a few comments about each. 
The list below is in alphabetical order. 

A SON OF THE RED CENTRE Kurt Johannsen 1992 Kurt 
Johannsen is well know as a pioneer of road trains in the Alice 
Springs area. fu this book he records his inventions, adventures 
and mechanical innovations to make the vehicles he needed to 
achieve his dreams of having long vehicles to carry big loads. Kurt 
was born in 1915 and was an inventor from an early age. His fIrst 
road train was used immediately after World War II. Many 
photos. A very good book. 

.i 

CAPE COLD TO CAPE HOT Richard Pape 
Richard Pape wanted a bit of adventure in his life after returning to 
civilian life after the Second World War, some of it in a Gennan POW 
camp. He thought it would be appropriate to have a British car driven by 
him to be the fIrst to do the full Cape to Cape trip from the northern tip 
of Norway to Cape Town. He chose the newly released Austin A90 
sedan, and fItted it out in London for the hazards to be expected on this 
trip. He learned that a Gennan driver was aiming to beat him, so it 
became a race. The book is very well written, and is exciting from cover 
to cover. The trip of 17,500 miles took just under three months. His 
adventures include a devastating crash in Norway, having to do most of 
the driving solo, coming very close to perishing in the Sahara, and lots '-----------' 
more. He continually ignores the advice of others, and suffers the consequences. Good black 
and white photos. This book can be found in many second hand book shops. 



FROM THE ALICE TO THE ARCTIC Jeff Carter 
Jeff Carter was a popular author from the 50s to the 80s. He loves 
to drive cars fast around comers, and to go camping in the outback 
of Australia His enemy is always the policemen who want to 
book him for speeding. As he is always speeding, he has quite a 
problem. He wrote about 20 books, many about outback 
Australia He also wrote reviews for motoring journals. I have 
not seen all of his books, but he writes well, and has many 
excellent photos. His idea of going into the bush is to take a fast 
new Porsche and camp in the open. He has no breakdowns, of 
course, so his objectives are not to get somewhere without having 
problems, but rather to see the scenery, the wildlife and meet 
people in out of the way places. Jeff's books are easy to fmd in 1.-______ ---1 

second hand bookshops, as they were printed in their thousands. 

HALF SAFE Ben Carlin 
~ In wartime, a lot of lateral thinking goes on to modifY a basic vehicle, for example a simple 

Jeep, to do all kinds of tasks which are much more demanding than planned by the original 
designers. One modification turned the Jeep into an amphibian, and 
a few were made and used to do short trips across watery places. Half-Safe After the war, the author bought one of these at an auction in USA, 

A('rl1~"" tIff' At/Ulltlf' and went to sea after making some modifications, mainly to make it 
able to tackle the open sea. He and his wife crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean in this vehicle which they named Half Safe. Of course they 
had engine breakdowns and found that worse things do happen at 
sea In one passage of the book, the author states that he felt much 
more secure and safe when in the middle of the ocean, storm or no 
storm, than near land. The objective was to go right around the 
world in the Half Safe, and this book does not describe the complete 

L...:.-:;="::====~ trip. Good Black and White photos. A must for anyone who is 
familiar wjth the Army Jeep. There is'b. sequel which I do not have. 

HUSKY BE MY GUIDE F J Thwaites. 
I~ The author could be well known to older people, as he was a popular author in the thirties. 

He wrote about adventures involving people in exotic places. The book reviewed here is 
about a trip he made in 1933 in a brand new Hillman Husky. On board were also his wife 
and son. The trip was from London to Sydney, by road wherever possible, and by sea from 
India to Perth. The author gives good details about the mechanical aspects of the Husky 
and the weather and scenery all the way. Needless to say, it was a successful but somewhat 
eventful trip, well worth a read. The book contains about 20 black and white photographs. 
At the end of the book, the author writes his feelings about the Husky: It's been a 
wonderful friendship, one of which I am intensely proud. You see, our comradeship isn 't 
based on the usual car-owner feeling - we have something far deeper between us - a 
kindred spirit, born and cemented during those exciting months when, with implicit faith in 
one another, we crossed a part of this great big world, and by so doing made a boy's 
dream come true. 



ICE COLD IN ALEX Christopher Landon 1957 
This novel is based on an incident in World War IT, when a British 
Austin ambulance went on nightmarish tracks to get to Alexandria from 
Tobruk to escape from advancing Germans. The author uses an unusual 
technique in that the vehicle named Katy discloses her thoughts and 
feelings every now and then in the book. Four people were in the 
vehicle, and one, as you may have guessed, was a pretty nurse, and 
another was a Gennan spy. Simple entertainment. 

JOURNEYS WITH GELIGNITE JACK Evan Green 1966 
Two cars (Austin 1800 and Mini) with four men aboard make a figure of 8 trip in Australia, 
mostly in the desolate inland to test a new type of Castrol oil. Evan Green is often in a car 
with Jack Murray driving, and Jack tells of his motoring adventures in past years, which 
Evan then writes down in this book. This book is a must for anyone who drives in the 
outback and/or likes a good yarn. Very entertaining. Good photos. 
There is an update which I have heard about but not seen. 

Evan Green also wrote A BOOT FULL OF RIGHT ARMS 
which is an account of the 1972 race from Paris to Munich via 
North Africa He was driver of a P76, Very well written. 
He also wrote ALICE TO NOWHERE, an entertaining novel 
about opals, drama and death on the Birdsville Track. Another 
almost plausible novel is BET YOUR LIFE about outback 
Australia His DUST AND GLORY is a fast moving book about a 
mythical Redex Trial. 
His other newels include ADAM'S EMPIRE and KALINDA, 
which give the reader a very good insight into the area near Lake 
Eyre, including a detailed account of a land speed record attempt on 
the lake by an American in his jet powered vehicle, the Great White 
Shark Good stuffi These are thick books, but do not be deterred. 

Y ou'll not be sorry to have read them. 
Since Evan Green was a mechanical type of bloke, all his books are full of mechanical 
details, and are hard to put down 

NAIRN BUS TO BAGHDAD J S Tillet 
One of the most challenging episodes of outback motoring are the adventures of the New 
Zealand born Nairn brothers who operated a passenger service in the Middle East desert 
between the World Wars. They were the first to offer a regular service from Baghdad to 
Damascus. Until the drivers got to know the area, navigation was by compass. They used 
Cadillac tourers for many years, then upgraded to air conditioned trailers called "Pullmans" 
pulled by Marmon Herrington powered prime movers I have not seen this book, only read 
about it. Two other books on this topic are, apparently, THE NAIRN WAY and RIDING 
IDGH. I have no other details. 

(0 



OFF THE ROAD Peter Brock 
An account of the 1998 Round Australia Play Station Rally by well 
known racing driver Peter Brock. He was with his navigator 
Wayne Webster in a brand new Holden Jackaroo. After 22 days of 
thrills and spills, they ended up second to another Jackaroo. Good 
photos. Very well written and very entertaining. 

r.II!__ ONE FOR THE ROAD Edited by Jack Pollard Angus and 
Robertson 1967 
Stories of racetrack, trials, pioneers, veteran, vintage and outback 
motoring in Australia and New Zealand in the early days of 
motoring. Excellent collection of photos. I do not lend this book 
to anyone. Absolutely essential reading for anyone interested in 
the early days. Another similar and profusely illustrated record of 
early motoring in South Australia is BULLOCK TRACKS AND 
BITUMEN published by the RAA. 

THE ASIAN mGHWAY Jack 
Jackson and Ellen Crampton 1979 
This book is especially written for people who want to drive a 
vehicle from England to Australia, and describes in detail the 
section from Istanbul to Calcutta Jack has done this many times, 
and gives hints and suggestions fr9m his wealth of experientes. 
The harsh travelling conditions in this area bring out the 
weaknesses in any vehicle, and these weaknesses are listed for 

------. many vehicles popularly used by travellers, the Land Rover being 
the most common by far. Also in the book are correct procedures 
to be followed (at the time of writing) to make the trip a success 
while going through the five countries: Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and India 

MAILMAN OF THE BIRDSVILLE TRACK Kristen Weidenbach 2003 
The author is the daughter of the man who helped restore the Leyland Badger, which was 
the vehicle mainly used on the Birdsville Track by Tom Kruse the mailman in the 50s. 
Tom drove the Badger and also Chev Blitz trucks on the 1000 km round trip from Maree to 
Birdsville once a fortnight. He carried supplies and the mail for the stations on the way and 
to Birdsville and surrounding areas. His repairs to keep the vehicles moving are legendary. 
Best known would be using parts of a 44 gallon drum into a clutch. Outback motoring at 
its best. Good photos. The book also includes the making of the well known Shell 
documentary BACK OF BEYOND, and the restoring of the Badger for the re-run or the 
mail run in 2003. 

(I 



ROAD TO RAKAPOSm Geoge Band 
This is a book I found in some second hand book shop, and it may well be one of very few 

copies in Australia. George and his two undergraduate friends from 
Cambridge University in England drove a new Bedford 10 cwt van to 
the Himalayas in 1954, and then climbed mountains there. This book 
would be of great interest to some people who were interested in 
mountain climbing, travelling through Europe and Asia, or even 
British undergraduate philosophy in the 50s. But for me, I read it, 
and it went onto the bookshelf, probably never to be looked at again. 
There are probably hundreds of books like this around, written at a 
time when people liked reading about adventures in remote places 
because they were unable to go there themselves. It was a time when 
we went to a local hall to see someone's slides and commentary 
about some trip. It's a part of our heritage, never to be repeated. 

TOO LONG IN THE BUSH Len Deadell Ribgy 1965 
Len Beadell was the leader of the team that built the Gunbarrel 
Highway (named by him) around 1960. This road goes from the centre 
of Australia almost due west into Western Australia, and is a favourite 
for 4 WD groups who want to experience the most primitive outback 
areas. The Land Rover features prominently in this book. Very 
entertaining, well written. Good photos. Len has written a number of 
other books about his outback adventures. 

Other books I know about, but do not have in my library. 
Information courtesy of Patrick Farrell.: 
THE LONGEST DRIVE OF ALL Paddy Hopkirk 
Paddy's story of the 1968 London to Sydney marathon rally 
Geoffrey Chapman London DublirtSydney (1969) SBN 225-48860.4 

MEXICO OR BUST Mark Kahn Harrap Pub 1970 
Morris 1800 in the 1970 World Cup Rally 

Well, that's a start. There would be dozens, if not hundreds, of other books about motoring 
adventures. It takes many years and close acquaintance with many second hand book shops 
to build up a good collection, but nqt many dollars. I still have room for more of these 
adventure books, so will continue to palJSe in my journeys to go into second hand book 
sl\ops. Needless to say, I go straight p~t t,he section containing books by Mills and Boon. 

SMILE AWHILE. 

A little girl asked her mother, "How did the human race come about?" 
The mother answered: "God made Adam & Eve and they had a child 
and so all mankind was made. 
Two days later she asked her father the same question. 
The father answered: "Many years ago there were monkeys, and we 
developed from them." The confused girl then returned to her mother 
and says: "Mum, how is it possible that you told me that the human 
race was created by God and Dad says we developed from monkeys. 
The mother answers: "Well dear, it is very simple. I told you about the 
origin of my side of the family, and your father told you about his 
side." 
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PROJECT FIVE/FIVE (Originally published in Wheels, January, 1969) 

No it'$ not somene.w type of warranty bUt Ptoiect 5/5 Was 
one sOre war . to ptovethe worth of tbe Iipdated Austin 
1800. In flve, dgys' we pushed the 1800' Mark Two over 
5000 miles of hl!U~ ;hi9h W:Ofer and bull dust. Verdict? After 
~eing 'th& numbers, of :wrecl(s sfreWnover the outback 
rot'lds,. 'Neire: glad they don1' make iem like they used 'to. 

"S~ttY, 1. Ciln~t m.ake tbat meet
ing 9il Monda.y nl~t; we~re g(i1D.g 
around Australia next week." 

"Going around Australia iIi a 
week?" 

"Well, 5000 iniies in fiv.e days -
don't want tQ Qomejdo you? We're 
down Ol~e crew member?" 

"You could have .· give~ us more 
notlceallQut tb.~ ~~(!t •. _ (p,atise) 
W!U1t to co~e? (says t)le st111,sUght
ly-dlsbelieving voice) - Rold every
thlng and lill ask the boss," 

Minutes later - "I'll be working 
all weekend but _ . ." 

60 the crew was compl~te. ,the 
intrepid three and one Austin '1800 
Mark Two. Project? Five thOliSa.nd 
mfles in five days, half-way-a.Muiid 
Australia. j' , 

The origi.:Oal plan w~ to cross 
the Continent south ~ ..;Dorth on 
the Burke and Will's tfal1 but with
out BMO's top t.echnieal inan and 
o~W~ck ~xpet~: AI~n :g;~mp (Wpo 
was preoc~upieci with Lo.ndon-to
Sydney prepQXation) fAe cha.nc.es of 
getting through 'qUiCkly seemed 
dubious. So the proje~t took more 
thelqok of a fust~ti.tne~out ex
perience. , with the great outback. 
Can anyone \vithtiut prior know
ledge, experience and special pre
pa,ratioll traverse the Austl'alian 
w~tes? J{evan Wolfe as Al:lstr~all 
Rot Rodding . ReView Editor mew 
cars and something of racing, but 
had llttle long dllJtance experience 

aWl certainly nothing in the out
back. Gordon Miller, staffman from 
Granville TechnIcal College, knew 
the experi~nces of trials and 
rallies but again the cha.U~ge 
~th~re; As Ass.ista.nt ;aQltar of 
vinrEmts the opportunity. meant 
bringing to life all the hundreds 
of stories, written and \Ulwrl~of 
. outback explOits. Despite ' tho.~¢; 
of driving miles each year, getting 
through the outback still presented 
a formidable challenge. 

So at ti am on a dismal Mond,ay 
a.s the workada.y world was juSt 
about to rise, Pr.oject 5/5 started 
fi'om Sydney's northern-most ~)Ut
smt, Hom~by_ Preparation had 
been kept tq ,, 8 minimum. 'nle Mk 
Two 1800 had been picked up from 
BMO the previous Friday with 2025 
mnes up_ ~"extra ten ga}lon fu~l 
tank had been ft~ted that mol'l$.g 
togethel with wiring fpr extra. 
lights, a few spares, an extra spate 
wheel, two gaJloncans of water 'imd 
that was it: The car was standard 
bl,lt sporting the new featur.es of the 
Mark Two -slightly more 119cse
power, neW grilie and tail lights, 
new facia treatment with safety 
tumbler switches and all alternator. 

With the two matched Rella driv
ing light.s and a wide-beam amber 
fog wired up, a suction shOck absor
ber plugged to the wiIidScreen and 
a RaIds. Speedpllot the equipe waS 
set to start the 5000 mile sojourn. 
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The first non-stop run was to 
Towns ville to cover the eastern sea
'board. Stopping at Glen Innes, 
Maryborough and Proserpine for 
petrol and refreshment, the 1571 
mile section w-as covered in 29 hours 
over the New England and Bruce 
Highways. The 1800 ran faultlessly 
except for a broken auxiliary ta.nk 
fuel line (just one and a half miles 
from our start point at Hornsby) 
and a blown quartz iodine bulb. The 
latter was replaced with t.he aid 
of a most helpful Townsville BMC 
dealer, Norm McKillock Motors. 

Apart from a section of unmade 
road into Saril1a (one of the true 
horror-sections back in Redex trial 
days) the roads up the coast pre
sented no hazard and, even if en
cumbered by a caravan, the holiday
maker would find no trouble. At 
Townsville the afternoon was taken 
in sightseeing while a warm wel
come from the manager of the Reef 
Travelodge tempted us to stay the 
evening to build-up on sleep for the 
long hot inland 11111 t.hrough Hugh
enden, Mt IsH. and on to Darwin. 
At 11 pm Tuesday we were woken 
with a "tropical breakfast" and be
f~rudgingly left the beautiful tropical 
night dead on midnight to head 
inland for Charters Towers flnd 
Hugl1cnden. 

\'1/11ile the broad, well made roads 
lent themselves to the 1800's st.riding 
touring gait in fourth, the many 
frivolous roos kept the driver·s eycs 
scannillg every inch lit by t.he Hel
las. Despite a few "moments'·, 
Hughenc\en came into sight before 
the sun had fully risen when a refill 
and drive change prepared for the 
unsealed sections to Cloncurry. Our 
first dilemma came with a sign
boa rd outside Hughenden which 
showccl "Riclullond 70" in one direc
tion and "Richmond 78" the ot.her. 

Taking the "70" we eventually found 
and passed Richmond at ~un-up. 
We had paused to film the 1800 
"yumping" when water pouring 
from the frollt spelled our first real 
trouble - r. cracked lower radiator 
hose. After replacing it with a spare, 
furLher consternation arose when 
we found the starter pinion jam
med and the battery just about flat. 
After a push-start we headed on 
to Julia Creek, Cloncllrry and 
Mount Isa where the hose was re
placed and as the starter had re
covered and battery recharged, we 
assumed all was well. 

The 250 miles from Hug\1enden to 
Cloncurry let us sample some of the 
real outback with mile upon m11e 
of flat country to the horizon and 
nothing .but tumble weed presenting 
an eery feeling of challenging soli
tUde. As the d eafening rasp of gib
bers off the undercarriage drowned 
most conversation the feeling of 
llopeflll faith in the vehicle to get 
through was written in the minds 
of all t11 ree crew. 

TheMt Isa refu el and mealbreak 
gave ali fresh impetus to attack t.he 
103 degree temperatures over the 
border info the Northern Territory. 
Having passed but. one car, a NS\V 
V\V, beading int.o Camooweal we 
decided. that only mad dogs and 
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New South Welshmen drive the M~ 
Isa";Tennant Creek road in the mid
day sun. We were just leaving Barry 
Caves (lOO-odd miles past Camoo
weal) atter a refresher when a vQice 
hailed us and asked to have a 
message passed 011 to Paddy at the 
Frewena Aboriglnal camp some 90 
l11iles "down-the-l'oad". As the 
bush-telegraph, the 1800 fulfilled its 
role admirably, Whether Paddy 
realised his courier was a new model 
1800 under test or not, he was 
certainly glad to receive the news 
of his new job "up-the-road" as he 
stood among a group of his fellows 
rtt the Frewena water tank and saw 
the Mark Two disappear in a cloud 
of dust and small stones headed for 
Tennant Creek. 

When the hot sun eventually be
gan to fall . the 1800 found itself 
parked alongside the Flynn Memor
ial, junction of the Townsville road 
and The Bitumen (Alice to Dar·· 
win). A decision had to be made. 
Would we risk the poor electrlcs 
which \-vere still giving trouble and 
he.,d north 600 miles to Darwin or 
go south 300 miles to Alice Springs. 
We. were thailkful we chose the lat
ter for as we headed past the Devil 's 
Marbles the ligllts deteriorated to a 
dim glow. ASSigning the trouble to 
dust in the alternator, we swapped 

the unit with a new spare alterna
tor. Some 80 miles outside Alice, 
ilowever; the lights once ~gain fail
ed and on came the "Ign" light, 
indicat.ing no charge at all. This 
time a loose connection seemed the 
trouble but by the time we reached 
the last miles into Alice we were 
on~e again driving by the light of 
the silvery moon - which is no \\ray 
to dodge kangaroos or overtake five 
ti'ailer road~trains. · Despite all the 
troubles, we arrived in Alice two 
minutes after midnight - 24 hours 
run from Townsville or an average 
of 55 mph. The 1800 was proving its 
ability to take the rough roads and 
heat. 

After surviving the quite unreal 
conditions of our chosen motel - a 
low standard of service for incre
dibly high tariff - we pushed on 
to :find the local BMC agent. Ask
ing at the taxi rank we were tow 
"Um, yes - BMC, that's Fiat isn't 
it?" The BMC agent referred us to 
the Alice Springs Auto Eledrical 
Service who for a. dollar traced our 
problems to a combination of loose 
terminals on the alternator and a 
low-set regulator. With suitable ad
justment'> we hea.ded back to th i~ 

BMC agent, bad a quick oil change 
and set-ofT [or Coober Peely at 12 
nOOll. 

Opal t.r{l(UnrJ at Coober Pedy saw 
dealer Eric Smith haggling with an 
Aborigine ove7' tile flecks 0/ fas
cinating silica. 
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" r.rne~~4 wAs ll() W()~~ , than the 
:atJgb~Xl4e~-p'~gllctA;ry ~~tjQn. mth 
'~~ -n~q over the heavily
iib~ered, ,~ltsand 'tbi{)tlgll the 
d~~~W:fg: ;b'\:i'4-4ust filleij" gpt,1lolf$. 
, 'hiw~ , ~~,p ... ~dl~; ' ~~, 
the, ~OAd ,; slt);wly ~~; -,.qening 
~d, deepening.; a$evi~ of :m.tne .. ~~~.~~.= 
, " jllq",b.h~" ~~ :ngll.t4, bG;t.wJ:dCb 
b~Qtiglj;t '~~ ,. tijOJt ,~ ;~; ~'lltUP~ ;~, 
w~declde(r€o:: Qall' 8;hal~ atC100ber 

~~~!rJ::-~~ 
W~l"e :d~nght¢d(' 1;O. "mell:4 81, tiiigb~' in 
~esinitli's' nfne:"r~om . ditft,,:,out. 

=::j~, \~:WfPU: ::: ';:~.:;~ 
, mt~4ay luc~ " W$ $tm9(lt; iJiu.<lwe 
bad to resortfu bu..Yltig.'" gUltable 
'examples ' tif : Ei;icrs 'bti~utit~y;;', ~ut 
and pol'\Shed gems fotr$peetiV'e 
Wivei/~ltrien~ and refiietle-d; ft5r 
tbe&.~i tl9n..,~to.p ' rill1, ~ack :to' S.Yd;. 
ney. Luckillr" t:hepud'dj~ ·staited 
to decrease from their. ',fofiriiaable 
l'Oad -'spanning ,Siz.e (put not' before 
t~klhg: t911 Qn tlie suri)p ~gu:ar.d and 
bendirig 6ne .ttont.radlu$'ann, both 
~au{;ed bY ' c~i~gthr,QUgh ' a ueep 
gtltt~r 'whl1e~-yotdjng ILrttt.i)llr iake:) 
nnd Port Au-guttR'W4lS mad~ bY'dark. 
Mild-stained ' ~and i:n~t-~n1el:ited, 
the 1800 pi.ls)l~d on tfudalllltet\ for 
the last non-s,t~p ru.n an,4£ompleteQ. 
the 1300 .. odd miles 'from Gooller 
Peely through , Port AuguSta, Mil
dura; HaY,Narralldera. Cootamun
dra and back 4,P' t)1e lI:lJme High
way to Pa~ramatta., and fillaily 
Hornsby, in just onM h01irs~ 

For the 5000 miles the 1800 used 
220 ~lloIis of 'petrol for ail. , ave~ge 
22~7 mpg arid ' r~n approximately 
1700 miles per pint of bastr.ot XL. 

~tter five days livingiil the ioo.~ 
and trav'ellirigat an ,aU-up a~ge 
SPeed "of-51l mph (~cludillg ilie: 'stoi'$ 
f~ T9vm$vl1ie, l\llee$~ ' ~d 
CQo.ber ~~~) the . moat strilttng 
polnts of the 1800 were its, ct:Uniort~ 
its. ~p.tioll$1 tCJU$g: 'a\JlittY, over 
1,Ul ,t.Elrtain, (in sp~ , ~t i~ qul~ 
m.09-e~te pow~) Sind ita ~~ess' . 

Sleeping tnthe ctLt: was·, 'achieved 
across the back ~t (j1" ,tec~ 
the: ~taliii~d p~get.% ,~~t, & 
tlle crew inQl~d~dtwo $Ix,.io.o:lers it 
\Vas a tribute toth-e. seaWOOmiott 
that never onc:e did a:atone oom
plaiIl , of st1~fneSs. The b~t$~.@.tt 
top ~ed we attl$led, w~ >~m jn~i1-
cate<i 97mhp (genuine., ( M~pti) . 
Despite all the hammering, it, tOok, 
the car was returned to HMo 'with
out a door hinge rattle or even a 
facia squeak. 
~ far our ~t ven.tu1e t.nt<> tne 

outJ:>ack - well we .just migl1t put 
Coober Pedy on the reguiar road 
test route! # 
Ftl7'th~t pOint 'CJI theprojeqt - the 
Flynn 'Memoridl north. of Tennant 
cri!ek. From the Memolial it wii& 
south ji,to bull dust country. ' 

.,------, 
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A quick explanation of the Five/Five stOry. 

The car this crew used was ABF 455, a white manual with red trim. Whenever trips 
like this were taken, there was very little time to take many photographs, particularly 
when the car was on the move. The trick was to take it out into the bush about an 
hour out of Sydney and do their shots. When the car came back, it was refurbished 
and then another journalist took it to Surfers almost immediately afterwards for the 
weekend. 

Pics in the bush were to be taken straight after it got back, but of course, this was 
the unfortunate car that hit the tree outside Lismore. A Mist Green automatic, ABF 
456 was used for the Clayton's bush shots, and the original car's photos were air
brushed to turn the 5 into a 6. You can see in the magazine article that the real car 
had driving lights and lots of insects - the other car is very clean ... .. . 

Nairn Hindhaugh © 

Further to the brochure pic of 455. 

You maybe able to see the light bracket reflected in the bumper. The shot was taken 
just prior to the Five/Five story. Also note that the driver wasn't wearing a seat belt -
he was an advertising agency employee; it was compulsory for all BMC employees 
to wear belts in company cars, even though it wasn't yet the law. 
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The Austin 1800 Mark IT - Travelling First Class 

It's hard to realise that just on 40 years ago, the Mark II version of the Austin 1800 
was released in Australia; October 25th 1968 was the official launch date to the pub
lic. The Mark 1 had been released nearly three years prior to this in November 1965 

i and that was a complete bells and whistles affair to the motoring press. BMC Austra
lia had an excellent relationship with the press, and through people like Evan Green 
who was the Public Relations Manager at the time, there was an openness with jour
nalists. I don't think this was evident with some of the American-owned companies 
who had a much more heavy handed and dictatorial attitude with the motoring writ
ers, or Muttering Rotters as they were often referred to. 

I was in the PR Department at the time, and we realised that the Mark II 1800 was a 
natural progression of improvements, but not worthy of taking the writers away on a 
travelling circus. (The Morris 1500 and Nomad released in June 1969 sawall writers 
taken for a week's jaunt to Tasmania where they terrorised the local island popula-
tion with feats of driving skills ........ ) 

The 1800 was given a new and more substantial grille, vertical tail lights and a 
stainless side strip, all of which made the car slightly less ungainly. The dashboard 
was given new rocker switches and probably the best upgrade was a redesigned 
cylinder head and higher compression ratio. This gave the car quite a remarkable 
increase in performance. Slight mechanical changes at the front end lightened the 
steering somewhat which removed one of the major complaints of the Mark 1. 

All these changes were not considered enough to cart the Rotters off to exotic desti
nations such as the Gold Coast (Wow!!!) or the Barossa Valley. Instead we dreamed 

, up a theme of a 'Night in 1800' and found a pub not far from the Zetland plant in 
i Chippendale. Called the 'Old Britannia Hostelry' they specialised in Ye Olde Merri
; ment themes and promised a night of revelry and debauchery. WelL ..... 
\ BMC had introduced a new colour upholstery trim colour called parchment, and we 
I actually managed to print the invitation in gold letters on 'to the material and send 
\ them out in a tube. You can still read it after 40 years ...... .. . . 
I 
i The sworn members of the J3Ydney Press Gang were dul§ summoned to have a 
i Captain Cook at a carriage of Gainly Appearance and Great Comfort on October 2nd 
! 1968. We were all given period costumes to wear and yours truly was decked out in 
! tight leggings and an ornate 18th Century coat, which was as hot as all get out. I 
i think I was supposed to be a Town Cryer or something like that. Evan Green was 
i done up as a ship's captain, others were in convict gear and Evan's secretary was 
I dressed as a serving wench, although we weren't allowed to say things like that in 
i those very un PC days. 

Three cars were in the yard out at the back of the pub, but I don't know if anyone 
. was capable of taking the cars home that night - probably did in those pre

breathaliser days. One of the cars ABF455, a white manual which also appears in 
the brochure and was used in the 5 days 5000 mile outback test was later written off 
in a big way when a journo fell asleep in it at 50 mph just outside Lismore in NSW. It 
hit a tree head on; the car folded up the way it was intended to, but the driver was 
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badly hurt by the luggage including a heavy toolbox coming through from the boot 
and pushing him against the steering wheel, which was already going through the 
windscreen. The passenger escaped with a broken leg. The Police later said that if 
they had been in a car with a longitudinal engine (as in a Holden or Falcon, or even 
a Freeway ..... ) they wouldn't have survived. It was brought back to the plant for the 
engineers to evaluate the damage and make further recommendations for increased 
safety. 

Another Mark II, a green manual, which also appears in the brochure with dummy 
number plates was also written ott when one of the advertising agency people did a 
U-Turn on the Hume Highway near Seymour in Victoria and got T-boned by a semi. 
He also survived and the car brought back for evaluation. 

The first Mark lis had the "Car of the Century Floats on Fluid" stickers on the rear 
window, but as the advertising campaign had changed, later cars all had "We're 
Travelling First Class" on the back. The Austin 1800 Ute didn't get it's Mark II badges 
until March 1969; the delay was presumably to sell ott the stocks of unsold Mark Is. 

The Mark II 1800 was by any degree, a successful car on the Australian market -
much more so than in Britain - the bugs were worked out of them and they became 
the sixth best selling car on our market at one stage - behind Holden, Falcon, Val
iant, Morris 1100 and Mini. When the X6 Kimberley and Tasman replaced the 1800 
in late 1970, there was no problem in selling oft the remaining 1800s, as the Kimber
ley was a bit more expensive and the Tasman was seen as too austere. The thought 
of the world's first transverse six may have deterred a few people as well. 

It speaks volumes about the reputation of the 1800 was that nearly all the surviving 
cars on the press fleet were bought by motoring journalists for their own use. They 
had more than ample opportunities to drive most cars on the market - by choosing 
an 1800 says it all. 

Nairn Hindhaugh © 
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Evan Green extreme left, Bill Tuckey from Wheels magazine with his back to the Alan 
Kemp, Competitions Manager in oonvict gear, Tom Floyd in the back seat, NH in costume on 
the right. This was the launch night for the 1800 Mk II, 2nd October, 1968. 

Selling 
1970 Mk 11 man. No expense spared. New paint, new carpet, extensive mechanical 
restoration Always garaged 82,000 from new RWC $5,000 Fernando Mignelli 
0421 111 950 or 03 9850 7775. Bulleen Vic 

Mk 11 minus engine dark blue offers Nunawading Vic 0409 565 300 

A first class Christmas to all II 
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