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Without doubt the subject uppermost in the vintage, classic and older car owner’'s mind these days

are the persistent rumours regarding the phasing out of these vehicles. Like a bad smell, it will not
go away. | firmly believe this will never happen and | base my belief on two main factors:

e First, drive around any suburb in your town/city and observe just how many cars ten years and
older are parked in the streets and driveways. | estimate it to be very roughly three out of ten,
but it could be more. If such legislation were to be introduced, could you imagine the public
outcry? Remember, too, that most of these older vehicles are owned by low income families,
single parents, pensioners and the like. What would they do for transport then?

e Second, and moving to the other end of the scale, give a thought to the many hundreds of
older prestige classic cars around (ie Rolls Royce, Aston Martin, LL.agonda, Jaguar, Bentley,
Mercedes, etc) owned by the wealthy. | wonder what they would have to say if suddenly their
very expensive investment/toy were to become obsolete.

No, it will never happen but that is not to say some measures will be introduced, albeit more frequent
vehicle inspections or perhaps a ‘penalty’ added to the registration fee. | believe that the most obvious
move on the government's part will be the gradual decline in the availability of leaded petrol, with it
being totally unobtainable in the not too distant future. This move would be an ideal solution for the
government as it would be seen to be doing something for the environment and would give the older
car owner the option of adapting the vehicle to unleaded petrol. Time will tell. . .

As you know, next year will see a rerun of the London-to-Sydney Marathon and, to the best of my
knowledge, there will be three or even four landcrabs participating. What value our landcrabs should
a BMC 1800 finish within the first three — or even better, wins the event? Incidentally, there has
been no response to the proposals by Ken Lyle and Rick Hopkins regarding accompanying surviving
landcrebs across Australia.

Peter Jones advises the datasheet sent to him by George Hulley lists his utility chassis number as
YJBBU4R/501, making his vehicle unique in that it was the first Mkll automatic produced. Peter
requests that, if you have not yet completed your datasheet, could you please do so and forward it
to the club address or directly to Peter Jones (4 Yarandin Court, Worongary QLD 4213). Some very
interesting details have been received, but more information is needed in order to fill the gaps.



Many landcrab owners wonder why the damper is fitted to the rear (clutch end) of the engine — does
it serve a purpose? Actually it does, provided that it is in good working condition. It is designed to

alleviate the ‘shake’ in the rear engine mounts, thereby lengthening their useful life. The older type—

are sealed but the later type (with the plastic top cover) can be refilled. Following removal of the
plastic cover (you may have to break it to get it off), you will see a circlip on the main body. Remove
this and pour some brake fluid down it — a slow job — and afterwards it will be as good as new.

Two items of a technical nature; Ken Patience has sent in details of the success of two projects:

e The first, concerning the use of a ‘Thordon’ bush bearing, is included with this newsletter and
is self explanatory.

e His other project relates to the ongoing progress with the alternative ‘Slipflex' bearing; Ken's
drawing accompanies this newsletter. With reference to the circled items, the followmg may be
of help:

. Polyurethane bush: Obtain from Ken Patience (149 Brees Road, East Keilor VIC 3033) or
Dale McShane (ph (03) 306 1852).

2. Steel tube (13" O/D min 1" I/D min x 13" |ong) Obtain from steel supplier or scrap metal
source.

3. Steel sleeve: Obtain from Mkl 1800 system and drill holes as per sketch.

4. Bearing bush (Glacier bearing part number 16D_L,J24): Obtain from Bearing Service Pty.
Agents all states.

5. Bolt assembly (original from 1800 Mkl and MkII) Modify as per sketch.

6. Grease nipple: Can be press-in or threaded. Obtain from Ryan’s (Elizabeth Street, Mel-
bourne) or one of many automotive suppliers, ie Repco. '

Ken says this alternative is so successful that he has made up a mould to produce more
polyurethane bushes. The first-off bushes were really good from the new mould/die (all dimen-
sions close tolerance). If any club member wishes to obtain some, Dale McShane is willing
to pour some. Contact Ken first as you will need to purchase the Glacier-type bearings and
arrange the machining of the sleeve and bolt assembly.

Rick Geary recently had occasion to remove the power unit from his Mkl in order to replace the clutch
and a few other items. When examining the various components, he found to his dismay that th

flywheel ring gear was very badly worn. As you know, the starter bendix engages from the rear s
that invariably the front side of the ring gear is found to be unworn. “If only we could take off the ring
gear and reverse it", says Rick, but it needs to be heated up to do that. Not having access to an oxy
set, we look around his backyard and spy the barbecue. “| wonder if we could use the barbie gas
bottle?” Having found a suitable nozzle to attach to the gas hose, we set about heating the ring gear
— one of us turned the flywheel slowly around and around while the other played the bumer onto
the teeth. It didn't glow duli red like they said in the book, but it was obviously hot enough for us to
remove and reverse the ring gear.

To continue...much later, when refitting everything, Rick was faced with the task of bleeding the
clutch cylinder and bréking system. He didn’t have anyone with him to pump the pedal, but found
a way to overcome the problem by reverse filing the system. “How?" you ask. Very simply, Rick
obtained an old oil can (the older one with a long spout and p'u~2er like the old steam enaing drivers
used) anc fiited clear plastic tubing to the spout and to the bieed nippie. kaving fillegd ine can with
brake fluid it was then just a simple matter to pump the fluid until the master cylinder filled and no
more air bubbles appeared. You may laugh at this but the method really works, and is probably bette

than the traditional way of bleeding in that every trace’of air is pushed upwards and forward of the -

fluid.
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Having detected a squeak recently on the front suspension of one of our 1800s, | suspected a dry
ball end (strut and seat). Thinking that here was half a day's work to remove the whole assembly and
regrease, | wondered if there was a quicker way. Having removed the front wheel, | pondered over
the question and thought, “What's to stop me depressurizing the suspension, removing the bolts to
the suspension housing, and withdrawing the whole in situ?" Nothing. Following the depressurisation
of the suspension, | placed a trolley jack beneath the hub assembly in order to support the weight and
proceeded to remove the top two " nuts on the suspension housing and then the single % bottom
bolt. Next, | removed the two 3" Nyloc nuts each side at the centre of the housing. The nut (complete
with the whole stud) should unscrew. If it remains in place, screw two nuts onto the stud and tighten
together. The whole stud can now be removed. It is imperative that these two studs be removed to
enable easier manoeuvring of the housing. Besides that, the housing is extremely difficult to remove
if the studs are left in place.

With all of the above removed, the trolley jack should be moved around at right angles to the car
where the housing can now be eased away from the inner mudguard bulkhead. Withdraw up to the
extent of the brake hose (yes, you can leave the brake caliper in place). You will now find that there
is a gap of approximately 4 inches between the housing and bulkhead — just enough to reach in and
around to withdraw the strut and seat. After checking components and regreasing, reassembly is a
reversal of the above. Incidentally, this job takes about one hour per side.

With reference to the publications listed under Section 14 of our Austin 1800 bookley General Infor-
mation — How to get the Best from Your Car, please make the following additions:

BRITISH AUTOCAR 16 Sep 66  (insert) Morris 1800
16 Sep 69  (insert) Wolseley 18/85
1 Feb 68 Overland 1800
70ct 71 BLMC Shutdown: Australia

MOTOR 30 Nov 68 London to Sydney Marathon
' 3 May 69 Austin Max| Release

AUSTRALIAN MOTOR MANUAL Jsn 69 Austin 1800 Mkil: a wolf in sheep's clothing
May 72 Austin 2200 Release
Dec 79 Austin 1800 (p 60)

AUSTRALIAN MOTOR SPORTS & AUTOMOBILES Nov 64 BMC Challenge to Holdens
Dec 70 Austin Kimberley

In addition, Peter Jones has provided a list of landcrab publications and Pat Farrell a list of landcrab
books and videos.

o LANDCRAB PUBLICATIONS — BMC

Mkl Driver’s Handbook TP750B Austin Mkl (UK) AKD4140A

Mkl Driver's Handbook TP750D Morrls Mkl (UK) AKD4377B

Mkl Driver’s Handbook TP805 Wolseley Six {UK) AKD7872 (second edition)
Mk!l Driver’s Handbook TP805B

Kimberley/Tasman’ TP847A

1800 Workshop Manual AKD4138D and TP818C

Mkl Parts List HYL3342

BIAC Body Repair Manual Mkl Supplement 16

Mkl Supplement 17

¢ LANDCRAB PUBLICATIONS — BLMC

BLMC 1800 Haynes Owner Handbook and Maintenance Manual
BLMC 1800 Mkl and Mkl Owner Handbook — InterEurope



MEXICO OR BUST, Mark Kahn, 1970 World Cup Rally (1800 and MaxI), ISBN 0 245 505180
BMC/BL COMPETITIONS DEPARTMENT, BIIl Price, ISBN 0 85429 677 8

THE LONGEST DRIVE OF ALL, Paddy Hopkirk, SBN 225 48860 4

MARATHON, Nick Britten, SBN 800549 009

MARATHON, Alan Sawyer

BMC AND LEYLAND B SERIES ENGINE, Lindsay Porter, ISBN 0 85045 597 9

e LANDCRAB PUBLICATIONS — GENERAL

BMC 1800 Handbook (P. Olyslagor)
InterEurope Workshop Manual — 189
SP Manual — Morris/Austin 1800 — 66

e VIDEOTAPES

London to Sydney Marathon, Castrol Oll Company, black and white, §8 minutes.

Joumneys with Gelignite Jack, Castrol Oil Company, colour, 29 minutes.

Peter Jones has advised the following Mkll (manual sedans only) variations:

Change of handbrake from under dash to  between car number 2782 and 4998
between front seats

Deletion of rear pockets between car number 4998 and 7483
3-Piece bumper bar introduced between car number 4998 and 7483
Side flashers moved to below centre strip® between car number 10766 and 10963

Deletion of L/H wiper holes between car number 14517 and 15064

Briefly. . . the indicator stalks have all been snapped up and | am not surprised. When visiting Fred
Addison’s Garage in Kiama recently, his price was $115. Incidentally, his prices were far too expensive
for the likes of our club and it would probably be best to stick with Bob Leonard (Melbourne) and Tony
Wood (UK); their prices are far more realistic. —

| happened to visit Morwood Motors in Fyshwick ACT a few days before Christmas and there was an
absolutely STUNNING grey Austin 1800 Mkl parked out front with a ‘For Sale’ sign on it; the asking
price was $5500. My immediate comment was “You'll never get that for it". They must have because
the vehicle is no longer there. Apparently it was originally a wreck from out the back that Bill Wood
brought into the workshop for the mechanics to work on in between slack moments over a period

of eight months. It was totally overhauled, fitted with a set of new tyres, and repainted in Leyland's
‘neutral grey’. ’

The APRIL MEETING will be: Monday, 6 April 1992, 7.30 pm
. The Canberra Yacht Club.
and the MAY MEETING will be: Monday, 4 May 1992, 7.30 pm

The Canberra Yacht Club.

Yours in first class motoring. . . Mick
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FOR SALE For OB S 440244
AUSTIN 1800 UTILITY: Mkll. Good appearance, mechanically sound, needs welding work to rusted subframes.
/\ Best offer to Warwick Wright tel (06) 281-3088. .

1968/9 AUSTIN 1800: Green. Has been well looked after and requires only minor work and tyres for reglstratlon.
$500. Tel (02) 872-2577.

1800 UTILITY: Best offer. Contact Sam tel (02) 603-6526 or (046) 264-483.

MAIN BEARINGS: Suit 1489cc B series engine. $20
STOPLIGHT LENS: Austin A50. $10. Tel Peter Jones (075) 748-041.

AUSTIN 1800 HEARSE: 1972. Good mechanical condition. Current MOT. Low mlleage £400. J. Yeowart
tel (0011 44) 946 693 819 (UK).

SEATCOVERS: Pair of new front seatcovers especially designed for 1800. Grey colour with red stripe. Contact
club address.

POWER BOOSTER: New Moreys Oil power booster. $40. Contact ¢club address.

o Y200 Cael 14T

WANTED

Do you have any old BMC manuals, parts books, handbooks,_ etc that you no longer require? if so, let me know
as | am trying to obtain a complete set of Austin, Nuffield, BMC, and Leyland books post-war to 1972, Peter
Jones, 4 Yarandin Court, Worongary QLD 4213, tel (075) 748-041.

Following damage to my 1800 during its move from NSW to QLD, | required the following: one front door body
moulding (HYA6734), one moulding clip (HYA7511), and a driver’s side section of rear bumper (Mkll HYA8610}.
Also wanted is an alloy rocker cover and a pair of 60s-style racing mirrors as shown here. Contact Peter Jones
(address and number as above.). >
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oA rest oo It

l"u “«

External steel sunvisor and side window deflector to suit Mkll 1800 utility. Contact George Hulley, 46 McMillan
Road, Narooma NSW 2546. —~
= 4o &

COMING EVENTS

1/2 February Toowoomba Showgrounds. General enquiries: Andy Brown (076) 351-709. Site
bookings: Merv Hueshele (076) 306-222. A model expo is also being held.
Contact John O'Hara (076) 328-855. '

2 February g Dandenong Valley at the Berwick Showgrounds, Akoonah Park, Berwick. Con-
tact David Patir (03) 703-2870 for more details.

2 February 'Bathurst' Showground. Contact George Jackson (063) 373-575 or Miles Felstead
(02) 417-4297 for more details.

8 February Deakin Sporting Club, ACT. Phone Ross (G6) 247-0620 or Dick (06) 254-5368
for details.

—~ 16 February Inglewood WA at the Inglewood Kiev Soccer Grounds. Phone (09) 276-2519 for

more details.



28/29 Feb, 1 Mar

15 March

29 March

5 April

12 April

Ballarat Super Swap. Phone (053) 356-805 for more details.

Inverell Swap at the Glen innes Road Airport. Phone (067) 222-686, 224-634 or
221-192 for more information. ;

Bayside Sap at the Ormiston State School, Ormiston. For more details phone
(07) 209-9912 or 824-1788.

Woodend Swap. Phone (054) 295-725.

Goulburn Showground. Phone Peter (048) 487-121 or Les (048) 216-405 for
more details.

Landcrab Owners Club of Australasla, 3 Mahon Place, Hughes ACT 2605 Australia, Tel (06) 282 5262

Great stiffness is built into the 1800 body and stems Jfrom this heavily
swaged structure with box sections at front and rear.
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THE HISTORY OF AUSTINS

1985 is an important year so far as the motoring Industrynls concerned. Generally
it Is the 100th year of the motor car and in particular it is the 80th anniversary of
the formation of the Austin Motor Company.

In 1905 at the age of 38 years a ‘pig-headed young fool’ named Herbert Austin
left the employ of the Wolseley Tool and Motor Car Company Limited, where he
held the responsible and secure position of General Manager, in order to become
his own master in a hazardous new industry. This move was brought about after
serious disagreements with the Vickers brothers controlled Board of Wolseley over
a period of four years, concerning the memi of a horizontal engine designed and
patented by Wolseley and Austin. \

Thus become the beginnings of a company that was to last and weather a

number of 'storms’ and grow to a prominence in the history of the British motoring
history second only to Lord Nulffield's Morris Company, during the turbulent years
of two global wars and an economic depression. At first the company was mainly
involved in the production of larger cars, but during the early *20s due to fingncial
restraints, registration taxing fees and a general economic downtum, introduced
the now legendary “baby’ Austin 7, aimed mainly at the ‘man in the street’ whose
only form of personal motorised transport was a motor cycle, or a motor cycle and
sidecar. Following this the company was involved In Ihe manufacture of cars from
the small 7 hp, up to larger cars of 38 hp. through to the period 1950-53, when
the company progessively merged with the Mondis Company, to form the British
Motor Corporation. .

During the history of the company it was not only involved In the production
of motor cars and lorries, but also the production of munitions, ordnance, aircraft,
tractors and varnous types of vehicles and equipment used during the course of the
world wars.

On 27th September, 1917 Herbert Austin's tireless devotion to the needs of
Greal Britain, during a time of need, was rewarded when he attended Buckingham
Palace and was invested with a Knighthood of the Order of the British Empire. He
was further honoured in 1919 when he was made. Commander de L’Ordre de
Leopold Il. In June, 1936 Sir Herbert, now in his seventieth year was made a baron
in King Edward VIII's first and only birthday honours list. Upon being made a baron
he retained his own name and used the title of Lord Austin of Longbridge. On 23rd
May, 1941 alter a bout of influenza and double pneumonia Lord Austin died. He
was survived by his wife, Lady Austin, who died a year and one day after her
husband.

After the formation of the British Motor Corporation the last ‘true’ designed
Austins to be built were the early AS3 Austin A30 Seven in 1952-53. They were
released simultaneously with the other well known and popular ‘last’ Austins, the
A40's, which were somewhat older in their design and concept.

Austins have continued to be produced and are in fact readily available In the
United Kingdom on todays market. The company has taken many and varied
forms since the formation of B.M.C. Other companies that have been involved are
Leyland, Rover, Jaguar, Morris, M.G., Triumph and all have featured prominently
in the manulfacture, mainly through the course of take-overs, mergers, and straight
out purchases. The factory built by Sir Herbert Austin, at Longbridge, still remalns
the principle manufacturing centre for the conglomerate company, where most of
todays vehicles are produced.

New stock i

# Factory workshop manuals
Evers‘txlng from Allard to Zephyr
# General motoring books -
% New and seco magazines
% Motor sport videos L
Come along and browse

" CHEQUERED

The Chequered Flag
- 3/26 Mort St Braddon’
Phone 247 9621

A new book store aims to fucl interest in motoring. ™
The Chequered Flag motoring bookshop has an enor- ;
mous range of literature relating to cars, bikea and ‘

motor racing as well as some three dozen motor sport
videos which focus on the Australian Tounng C
Championships, the Bathurst races and the Australian
Motorcycle Grand Prix, ~ o

The store, promoted as & onc-stop moto.nnﬁjboqk-
shop, is unique as it is the only one of its kind :in
Canberra, The Chequered Flag, which opened last
month, stocks cve?nhing from factory workshop manu-
als to driver profifes such as biographics on ormula
One idols Fangio and Brabham. = i

“If we haven't got it in stock, we can get it, the store’s
owner, Duncan Payne, said. - -

Among the high performance publications can bo
found a large range of new and sccond hand magazines
such as Slrcclmac(::hainc, Modern Motor and Thorcugh-

red and Classic Cars. : ‘
) Duncan is interested in buying second hand books % Y
and magazin;s: The shop is dk:calq.d &'& kh-lol%rsuut. ... Duncan Payne, the of The Chequered
Braddon, and is open scven days mom‘ 7 owner in Br 3
information contact the Chequered Flag on 247 9621 Flag motoring bookshop addon

a8 A
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the chequered flag




Plumbers Friend lor Body Work Possibly there are
some body men who do nol know thal the Plumbers
Frnend s the Body Man's Friend as well. On some
panels where ihe vpholsienng and hardware has to
be taken down in order 10 remove a push-in dent, use
the Plumbers Friend in the following ways saved me
many hours ol work nocessary in temoving and
instaling the upholistenng and hardware. J. 7. Wells,
Georgia Amarican Molor Science 1940.

When reconnecting roiler chains, use a “lie wrap”
10 hoid the ends of the chain together while inserting
the master hnk. Tighten the wrap only enough to align
the masler ink, assemble o and then cul the wrap
Dale Polozota, Melvilie, La. USA. Farm Journal 1990.

Most service men who have an occaslonal
generator repalr job use a hacksaw blade 1o clean
out the muca and dwt belween the commutator
segements Here 1s anranged a hardwood handle to

actt a depth gage lor sawing out the segments
and W o lhrame fo hold the blade. The American
A ov cman Frry 19731
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Magnet Helps Filter OH. B. M. Thomann, ol Kenmore,
N.Y., hinds that this setup gives his oil liter a helping
hand and prolongs the life of each cartridge. It consisis
of aluel filter with the element removed and a permanent
magnet rasting in the bowl. Considerable sediment
seflas out and the magnet holds fine metal particles.
Fab 1950 Populsr Sclence.

In order to remove a hardened set scraw or similar
threaded part which has been broken off, a nut or
piece of pipe may be used in the manner iflusirated.
If threads are available on the brokon end, a nul may
be screwed on and welded to the broken screw. If
threads are not available a short piece of pipe may
bd-used in the same mannor. The Americsn Automablle
Fob 1931,
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TECHNIQUES

RETAINER

VALVE STEM
VALVE SPRING

Overhead-valve retainers pop off with a minimum
of fuss il you lorce them oul with a piace of pipe Shp
the pipo ovar the valve stem onto the rolainer washer.
Strtke the pipe a solid blow with a hammaor, The rolainers
will Jump oul Inside the pipe. Populer Sclence 196).

Installing a flexible lower radlator hose isn'l easy
when working room is limited. Try preshaping the hose
into a U and lastening the ends wilh wire. Posiion hose
and loosen the wire. This releases the hose, which
forces itsell into place. Pop' jclenco 1963.

—

Sately Pins hold chrome If a tnm sinp on your car
has lost any spung chps salety ping will faslen it down
Cul the ends oHf each pin as indicaled and ahach 1o
the body metal with sell-1apping screw through the loop
ol the pin and Into a small dalled hole Snap the nim
sinp over the cul ends of 1he pin Fed 1950 Popular *
Scrence .

Do not use a wire brush on battery posts. it 15
possible lor the metal brsties 10 short out causing a
Spark and the ballery could explode As the battery
1S being charged. hydiogen is emined Ihorugh the holes

n ihe banery caps and is very explosive I this ever
happens. gel to a garden hose and wash very last.
| have secn two explosions and know of others You
€an very easily lose your sight. Do not use an angle
gninder in a workshop or anywhere close 10 where a
bafiery 1s being charged. The sparks agan can cayse

the battery to explode igniting escaping h
8 Times USA 9 9 Png hydiogen. v-

Methylited spirits makes an ideal end cheaper
cleaner :or brake masier clyinders and wheel! cylinders
when you overhaul them. lis beftes than petrol or de-
018as..rs because it 1S compatble with brake fud N
lhuvlo 1S any residue of mineral solvent leh on the pans,
it will contaminate the brake fiurd and attack the rubber
Seals. The VCCC News Jan 1991,

Never look up engine oll capacity inmanuals agan.
Engrave Ihe capacity on the dipstick with an elactne
éngraving pen, suggesis Gary Woodley, Wright County,
lowa. USA Farm Journal March 1986.
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It- may come as a surprise to all of you to learn that this will be the last newsletter. Consequently, |
will not be asking for membership renewals. Member interest is virtually non-existent together with
little feedback. Our monthly meetings are down to a faithful and dedicated three or four members
and has been for some time now. Two or three attempts in the past to form a committee with a view
to incorporating the club has also met with a blank. Most car clubs involve themselves with social
gatherings such as club runs, swapmeets, barbecues, etc...but not us. Display days such as the
All British Day and the annual Wheels event have also met with little to no interest. If this isn’t
bad enough, our sister club in the UK appears to have ignored us — nowhere is this more apparent
than their lack of acknowledgement of our ongoing existence in their Landcrab News. Whilst my
admiration for the landcrab remains unchanged, my enthusiasm for the club has evaporated.

Two new members have joined the club at the last minute and | shall endeavour to provide them with
the current year's newsletters:

Robert LESLIE 6 Celia Street Austin 1800
. Burwood VIC 3125

Chris HERBERT 4 Tamarind Road 0011 65 265-2258 English Mkil 1800
Singapore 2880 -

Chris contacted me several months ago outlining the history and current ownership problems of an
older car in Singapore. Apart from an annual road tax of A$1950, he still has to pay the equivalent of
A$7500 to keep the car in Singapore. . . and you think our registration fees are high. As a consequence
Chris i3 looking into having his car shipped to Australia. It's that good! '

Congratulations to Rick and Helena Hopkins of Taralga on their recent marriage. The club wishes
them every happiness.

Our cars on average are now approaching twenty-five years of age and perhaps now is a good time
to give some thought to the suspension. To be more specific, we should consider an alternative to
hydrolastic suspension. The reason for these remarks is that not surprisingly hydrolastic displacer
units are becoming harder to obtain. Most fluid suspension BMC vehicles that find their way into
the wrecking yards are soon disposed of (crusher, burial, etc) due to their low parts demand. As
a consequence, the displacer units go along with them. Also, existing displacers in wrecking yards



are virtually non-existent, especially in Sydney. The situation regarding new displacers Is no better;
in short, they are no longer available. Morwood Motors (Canberra) report that they can no longer -
obtain new ones. They do, however, have a small supply of secondhand units selling for $50 each.
The UK does not fare any better. New rear units are advertised at £100 each with a secondhand
one selling at £80. | am reliably informed that the larger front units are no longer available. So what
is the answer? Alec Issigonis announced way back in 1965 that the 1800 would easily last for ten
years. We have well and truly surpassed that and, even after twenty-five years, many of our cars are
destined to Iast another ten years or more.

The early Minis had a hydrolastic suspension but later changed to a cone rubber spring. The Moke
had an additional shock absorber fitted to both the ‘front and rear suspension arms. Could we do the
same? Perhaps we could fit gas shocks or pneumatic pump-up shocks. .. or completely change the
system over to a McPherson strut setup. . . or use a torsion bar suspension (as fitted to Morris Minors
and Marinas). There is more than a little food for thought here.

Whilst in Queensland recently, | saw an article on the London Sydney Marathon in the RACQ magazine
Road Ahead. It is entitled London Sydney Revisited and is reproduced here for your interest.

Do you remember that we recently acquired some new direction indicator assemblies for our 1800s
from Tony Wood in the UK? These were very popular and sold like hotcakes for a very reasonable
$40 each — a bargain by anyone’s standards. In the January 1992 issue of Popular Classics a
UK company advertised some direction indicators for the mini and the ‘Morris Minor for £53, about
$110 in our money. .

To things technical now. Some more tips are reproduced here for your interest; especially interesting
is one on the SU jet assemblies and return springs. Incidentally, the sole Australian importer and
distributor for the SU carburettor is Midel Pty Ltd, 4 Frazer Street, Lakemba NSW 2195, tel (02) 759-
5598, fax (02) 758-1155.

Pat Farrell informs the club that the brake pads from a Mkll Ford Escort will fit the landcrab. They are
made of a competition material, too. The holes will need to be filed sllghtly in order to fit the Girling
brake caliper.

Together with leaking gearchange cables and those awful rubber-type universal joints, our landcrabs
suffer another indignity and 1 refer to that short flexible exhaust section just behind the engine. The
first problem is easily rectified by fitting Tasman/Kimberley gearchange cables (with strengthened and
extended cable ends) — although they are 1 inch shorter, they do fit. A permanent and long lastin;
solution to the universal joint is to fit the automatic type with the steel joint. Contrary to what owners -
say, the ride and take-up is just as smooth. | have used them for over five years now with no ill effect.

With the flexible exhaust joint the answer is to cut it out and weld in a solid section. An exhaust
specialist will do this for around $30. You may say But then there is no flexibility and the exhaust pipe
or manifold will crack. It has been suggested that the constant lateral movement of the engine could
crack the manifold and Bill Wood at Morwood Motors states that the manifold will crack at the base
where it joins the exhaust pipe. Perhaps, but | have never experienced this and | have used solid
pipes for a few years now, however the exhaust clamp fitted adjacent to the final drive housing MUST
be in place. | firmly believe this prevents the exhaust manifold from cracking.

Peter Jones has sent in another update on the datasheet breakdown, together with a UK chronology
of the landcrab:



Feb 1956
October 1958

June 1960

March 1962

November 1962
April 1963

13 October 1964
1966

March 1966
October 1966

March 1967
May 1968
October 1968
1968

August 1969
September 1969

March 1972

July 1974

February 1975
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LANDCRAB CHRONOLOGY (UK)

First prototype (XC9000) completed. This was for new mid-range car to
replace the not yet released Farina 1§-litre cars. This vehicle was rearwheel
drive, but had hydrolastic type of suspension using water as the basis.

After the Mini and 1100, work continued on the mid-range car and the
XC9001 mockup was produced. This model featured sides and rear which
looked like the Mkl landcrab, but had twin headlights and full width grilie.

XC9004 Mockup prototype. produced, now the single headlights and much
narrower width grille.

Final mockup model (XC9005) produced. This looked very much like the
Austin Mkl version. '

Riley mockup prototype produced.
Final prototype (ADO17) produced.
Austin 1800 MKI released at the Earls Court Motor Show.

Prototype model produced with one-piece liftup tailgate and much longer
side rear windows.

Morris 1800 MKkl released.

Crayford Engineering of Tatsfield (Kent) introduced estate car (con)version
of the landcrab.

Wolseley 18/85 releaéed.
Austin and Morris Mkll versions released.
Morris 1800 S version released.

During this year a more modern prototype was produced featuring squarer
front design with twin headlights and revised tail layout.

Wolseley Mkll and S versions released.
Austin 1800 S version released.

All 8 models and Wolseley 18/85 discontinued. Mklll version of Morris,
Austin and Morris 2200, and Wolseley Six released.

- Revised specifications all models.

1800/2200 Models discontinued and replaced by ADO71.

——,
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DATASHEET BREAKDOWN PART 2

MKII Build Variations (auto sedans only)

Change of handbrake position to between seats before C/N 3663

Deletion of rear door pockets between C/N 3663 and 6837
3-Piece rear bumper introduced _ before C/N 3663

Side flashers moved to below strip between C/N 7202 and 8082
Deletion of L/H wiper holes between C/N 7202 and 8082

So far datasheets have been filled out on the following numbers of landcrabs (figures in brackets are
our club cars). If you have not yet filled out your sheet, please do so and help me to obtain a better
breakdown of our cars’ build variations.

Mkl Sedans manual 9(6) auto 2(2)

Mkl Utes none on record ,
Mkll Sedans - manual 12(9) auto 6(5)

MKIl Utes manual 3(3) auto 1(1)

Imports 1 Austin Mkl manual sedan (club member)

1 Morris MkIl auto sedan (club member)
Miscellaneous Information

Mkl Manual sedan 25661 and auto sedan 813 would have been built near each other (but which is
first) because, at this point in production, the roof liner was changed.

In a letter from Peter Townsend, he te'is of his landcrab in use by his son while attending university in
Rockhampton. He calis it the Starship Enterprise, perhaps due in part that the car is currently being
used as a Pizza Hut delivery vehicle for his part-time job.

The following is reprinted from the current UK Landcrab News and | am sure it will be of special
interest to you with regard to the indestructibility of the dear old landcrab, but please take note that it
is not for those with strong protective instincts towards the vehicle.

Whilst rummaging around in a local scrapyard for landcrab blts (actually Inside an
upturned Austin 1800 at the time), | was approached by a gentleman who asked If It
was my collector’s Item outside. When | told him that it was Indeed, he proceeded
to tell me how, in the 1970s, he used to go banger racing driving an 1800.

In one race, two of his opponents were a matched palr of Jaguar Mklls, which he
described as belng armoured and ballasted — extra steel plates welded to the car
and the boot filled with concrete. These two demolished the rest of the fleld so
much so that eventually the only cars left running were the Jags and the Austin.
Of course, the Inevitable happened and they tried to run the Austin off the circult,
but they underestimated the power of a landcrab.

After forcing the Austin to d¢ive completely over one wreck, they enetered the very
last lap, stlll with the Austin leading by a slight margin. Desperate measures were
needed and It was time for a landcrab sandwich. The Jags came at the Austin
from both sides and, driving as hard as they could, literally sliced the landcrab In
half, ripping the rear end clean off. By doing this, they almost wrecked their own
“cars, but imagine the look of dismay on thelr faces when half an Austin crossed
the line to win in front of the Jaguars.

Loes this prove that even half a lanacrab Is twice as good as most other cars? |
think so, but | suppose I'm biased. Keep on crabbing...lan Brown.
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The club has received its order for forty polyurethane lower control arm bushes and fifty radiator
grommetts from Dale McShane in Victoria. The cost is $2 each for the control arm bush and 404 each
for the grommetts (available from the club address).

Our newsletter has been going just on four years now with the first issue in May 1988 in the guise of
Canberra & District Austin 1800 Club. Since then it has grown to what it is now, providing much
needed and useful information. However, recent events and circumstances now cause me to give it
all away. Should any other club member wish to take on the club, | will be only too happy to give all
the help | can. So, remember that the next ime someone has a shot at your old landcrab, tell them
that if it was good enough in 1965 then its still good enough today. Anyway, at least it was made in
Australia, which is more than you can say for most cars today.. .

Remember always that you are travelling first class. Happy crabbing. .. MICK

COMING EVENTS — CANBERRA REGION
';13 September The Economy Run hosted by the Renault Club.

27 September All Makes Swapmeet. Held as part of the National American Car Convention.
Proceeds donated to charity.

11 October Breakfast Run. Departs from Old Parliament House 8 am.

—_—

: FOR SALE

ALL USED PARTS AND TRIM for Mkl and Mkil. Very reasonable prices. Available from Rick Hopkins at Taralga
(25km from Goulburn). Please allow 48 hours before picking up as some items still stored in Goulburn. Tel (048)
406-151 (hard to get on weekends) or PO Box 51, Taralga NSW 2580.

AUSTIN MAXI: 1973 model, 1750cc. Complete with original number plates and papers. New main and big end
bearings, repainted in 2-pack polyurethane paint (Monza red). Excellent condition throughout. Stored for last
two years. Service manual. Best offer. Also. .

AUSTIN MAXI: 1973 model, 1750cc. Five-speed rodchange gearbox, fully rebuilt, cloth interior. Immaculate.
Workshop manual, parts manual. Registered and RWC to August 1992. Best offer. Apply for both maxis to
L__l?.eter Townsend, 91 Bray Road, Lawnton QLD 4501, tel (07) 285-1973.

MKII 1800 AUTOMATIC: 1970. Beige with blue interior. Used daily. Also ‘many spares including two sets

doors in A1 condition, two bonnets, boot lid, front and rear windscreens, complete engine (auto), auto gearbox.
Also. ..

COMPLETE MANUAL i800 CAR: Free. Good mechanically, but body rusted. Prefer to sell whole in one job
lot. Offers to Jon Johansen, 5/35 O'Brien Street, Bondi NSW 2026, tel (02) 365-3685.

nemnan

SEATCOVERS: Pair o! new front seatcovers especially de5|gned for 1800. Grey colour with red stripe. Contact
ot \.-J Gddress

AUSTIN 1800 KEYRINGS: Your chance to get the right keyring for your car. Exclusive to the club. Send $5 to
Pat Farrell, 4 Wayne Avenue, Boronia VIC 3155.

FOR SALE — Mk Il Automatic Motor and gearbox-. Said to be in good order. Not

started for 8 months. Best offer.
K. Phillips 280 7224 (before 9am) 280 5803 bh
%

3 Mahon Place, Hughes ACT 2605, Australia, tel (06) 282-5262



Switched on = imaaicr twinies
OWNERS of Mk1 Minis and post-1958 Minors -
can now obtain brand new indicator switches. .
Remade to original spec by MGM Spares, com-
plete with green flashing bulb, they cost £52.87

~including VAT and p&p from MGM at Abbeywood
House, 6 Woodseats Road, Sheffield, S8 OPD.

.

-
..
AUSTIN 3 LITRE LIMOUSINE, fully
restored, irmmaculate, nevw raint-
work, carpets and opening roof,
TV, long MoT. Exceptional.
£2,050. Tel. 081 543 4355.

_
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RUSSI1A

ONDON: A fleet of carefully

preserved rally cars of the

60s, headed by a squadron of

the once invincible Morris
Cooper S Minis will come out of gar-
ages all overthe UK again in March for
the secorid RAC International Historic
Rally of Great Britain.

The 30-year-old veterans tempted
some equally well preserved great
drivers from the past to once again
fling a favourite car of yesteryear

. through the forest trails in last year’s

inaugural event.
The Flying Finns, Timo Makinen
and Rauno Aaltonen, in their Cooper S
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Lyndall White previews a re-run of one of the greatest car rallies of them all.

machines showed how it used to be
done; while the impeccable Rosemary
Smith coaxed her rear-engined
Hillman Imp into attitudes the
designer never intended.

Roger Clark demonstrated the trade-
mark handling characteristic of Lotus
Cortina, which had a habit oflifting the
nearside front wheel through corners.

From the ancient Roman city of Bath
to Torquay of Fawlty Towers fame, and
with 19 gymkhana car-handling tests
along the way, the rally should again
draw enthusiastic crowds. '

Many of the younger sp ctators last

year had never seen a Mini driven in

anger, and the sight of grandad’s
upright and aging Singer Gazelle
throwing handbrake turns in the

garaging event was something to
behold.

Timo Makinen in a Morris Cooper S
won the inaugural event, with British
driver Tony Dron in a 1963 MGB
second, and Scandinavian veteran
Lars-Invar Ytterbring third in another
Cooper S.

For most of the event Rauno
Aaltonen was running second in a
Mini, but the big man pushed the little
car too hard and robbed the legendary
“Bricks,” as the Minis were called, of a

The Road Ahead, February 1992 15.
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; !
The “Flying Finn”, Timo Makinen... back
behind the wheel of 2 Morris Cocper S.

trifecta in the inaugural event. 4

The post-race party would have been
interesting, because the Mini which
expired in the hands of Aaltonen is
owned by another Mini-driving legend
of the 60s, Paddy Hopkirk.

Had there been an award for
perseverance, it would surely have gone
to Dubliner, Rosemary Smith. Known
as the “Fast Lady” in the sixties,
Rosemary finished in a Hillman Imp

Seven of the original 1968 crews in
their original cars have entered the re-
run, including winner Andrew Cowan
in a Hillman Hunter GT, Paddy
Hopkirk in one of the very fast, very
tough ex-works BMC Austin 1800’s
dubbed the “Land Crabs,” and Roger
Clark in a Lotus Cortina.

Late last year 28 Australian entries,
including Ian .-Vaughan (third in the
original event), Evan Green and Dick
Johnson, had been confirmed. The
Australian line-up of 60s cars includes
Holden, Falcon, Volkswagen, Ford
Mustang, Citroen DS21, MGB, Lotus
Cortina, Volvo and a Ford Galaxy
Convertible.

Rosemary Smith summed up the
spirit of competitors in historic
rallying: “It’'s very competitive - but
we've all known each other so long,
there’s an air of great friendship and
fun about it all,” she said.

For next year's London-Sydney
Marathon, Rosemary hopes to drive the
same Lotus Cortina that got her across
the Nullarbor in 1968. “I’ve seen the car
restored,” she said. “It's immaculate,

beautiful and I want to drive her again..

Changes in world politics have
forced changes to the London-Sydney
Marathon route. Iran, Afghanistan

which was not set up for rallying.

“Just about everything that could go
wrong mechanically has done,” she
said in a soft Irish brogue, blue eyes
twinkling despite the hardships.
“We've suffered a sticking throttle, the
petrol pump broke, the electrics went,
and I think I’ve broken my thumb but
I was determined to finish!”

Quaintly British as it was, complete
with bowler-hatted drivers in MGBs the
International Historic Rally of Great
Britain had a strong Australian
connection and gave a tantalising taste
of things to come Down Under.

For many of the cars and the heroes
of yesteryear the RAC rally was the
first serious warm-up for the 25th
anniversary rerun of the gruelling
London-Sydney Marathon of 1968.

The London-Sydney Marathon re-
run is being organised by veteran Nick
Brittan, who took his wife for the
marathon drive to Sydney in 1968 in a
Lotus Cortina. This time she’s driving
herself.

Speaking from his home of six
months in the year in East London (he
lives the other six in Sydney), Brittan
relived the scenes that compelled him to
try for a 25th anniversary re-run of the
famous event.

¥ "5 V ...
lan Vaughan

p)lols fe Australian-entered

“I went on the 1990 Pirelli Marathon
in Europe for historic cars and every
time the drivers and their teams
stopped for dinner, all people could talk
about was the London to Sydney
Marathon - it was real “Those Were The
Davs' stuff,” he said.

“Shortly after that, I went to an event
in Australia and exactly the same
thing happened again. On two
continents, there are people still getting

~ wound up over an event that took place

over 20 years ago!”

Back in his East London home,
Brittan dug out some old tea chests
hoarding paraphernalia of the great
event. ’

“I thought why not have a go,” he
said. “So I started to plan the great re-
run in August 1990.”

At the finish of last year’s RAC
International Histeric Rally of Great
Britain, he was busy polling drivers.

*The 1993 London-Sydney Marathon
is going to be an event for real men,”
Brittan assured Rosemary Smith, who
bad just put up her hand for the re-run.
“In 1968 there were 98 entries and I'm
confident we'll have 80 for 1993. We
already have 59 paid up entries and if
anything, I expect the event will be over
subscribed.”

London-Sydney marathon. The team finished third.

and Pakistan are out and the Soviet
Union is in. Changes from the Cold War
days indeed!

Starting from the Crystal Palace (as
did the '68 event) the cars will make
their way across France, Belgium,
Germany, Italy and (hopefully) into
Yugoslavia. From there on to Bulgaria
and Istanbul.

The course then goes east across
Turkey to the Soviet border, where once

in Tashkent, the first air-lift operation
will carry the entourage to Delhi. After
hacking around India, another air-lift
will see the cars materialise for the final
leg of the race beginning in Perth,
crossing the Nullarbor Plain and
ending in Sydney.

“The whole event will finish in a
black tie dinner at the Opera House,”
Brittan said. “Then we can el
collapse!” »

B&W photos courtesy of Pedr Davis.



Maké ._bil-tight

Qil leaks are quite a commaon problem with
classic engines. Some, like the Rootes ohv
engines, are notorious leakers, and the clubs
know which they are and what 1o do about
it, but others which were normally very
clean develop oil lcaks after they've been
taken apart a few times. I've even heard
some enthusiasts say: “Well, what can you
expect with old engines? They ought to have
jointing compound on the gaskets.”

LTS A I 19
Before you refit a pressed steel sump or tappet
chest cover to the block, dress the flange flat,
and also go round all the tapped holes in the
block to countersink the raised thread slightly.

VALVIS UNDIR TEST

FINDING STICKING VALVES Try a timirg light when
you suspect sticky valves. When the cylinder fires, !he
valves should be closed, and both vglvg stem and spring
will appear stationary under !he timing light. f there
is sticking, you will see a hesitant movement ol valve

stem or spring.

What I expect is, )if the engine was
normally oil-tight -%. it was new then it
should be oil-tlighl  rit’s stripped and put
together again with new gaskets. It can be,
provided you take a little extra trouble on
assembly. A lot of leaks come from the joins
where pressed steel covers are held to the
engine block by setscrews, notably with
pressed steel sumps and tappet chest covers.
‘The reason is that tightening the setscrews
has raised a slight dome on the flange of the
sump or cover round cach hole where it
squashed into the gasket. The'cure is to use
a flat piece of steel as a dolly, and dress the
flange back fat again.

At the same time it's worthwhile going
round all ‘the tapped holes in the block
where the cover fits, and very lightly
countersinking them with a large diameter
drill. This gets rid of the slight burr raised
where tightening the setscrew has pulled the
top half-turn of the thread up. ‘With the
domes and the raised threads corrected, you
should get an oil-tight join without resorting
to smearing everything with jointing com-
pound.

High quality engines had all the tapped
holes in the block slightly countersunk 1o
stop the problem arising but, on mass-pro-
duced engines for popular cars, this was
rated an unnecessary extra machining
expense and it was left to the dealer to do it

‘the first time the covers or sump came off.C
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S_tlck bolts, nuts or cap screws In a socket wrench
with a smail lump of putty, plasticine or blue tac to
hold them while you start them in hard-to-reach places
_Lea\_/e the sticky stuff in the 5ockel for the next hartj
job: it won't interfere with normal use. ’

To WsSTALL A
L oney {m

THE RIGHT WAY TO LOCK A COTTER PIN. If's

obvious to many old car buffs, but some people do
nol know the correct way to lock a cotter pin. This skatch
comes from Bob Hovorka's “Notes from the filling
station” in Old Cars weekly of lola, Wisc USA. Make
sure the head fits into the slot propery. Do not fit side
ways. Cut and baend according to the picture. Replace
with a new pin in preference to re-using the old one.

FIND LEAKS IN radlators by cutting a bicycle inner
fube and clamping the ends onto lhe radiator hose
connections. Gary Holtman. Columbus, Miss., then
prossurizes the inner tube through its valve, and
searches lor radiator leaks with soapy water. Bubbles
indicate leaks.
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SU Carburett\,%‘s

By Jim Taylor

SU HD Jet Assemblies
and Jet Return Springs

The diaphragm jet assembly, item #10 in the
diagram below, is a sound design concept. When in
good condition it doesn't leak, the jet is free to move
without friction in the jet bearing When you pull the
choke, and the assembly is protected from external
damage. Unfortunately, rubber products deteriorate
with age and exposure to fuel. If your jet diaphragm
is over 10 years old it quite likely is hard and stiff and
doesn’t want to flex properly when the choke is
pulled. It eventually will crack and leak.

When replacing a jet assembly, it is a good idea
to have replacement jet return springs available (item
#12). The springs sit down in the lowest part of the
carburettor where water collects and will frequently.

- be badly corroded.

Internal vent drilled in web
External vent

drilled in cap
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CLASSIC BU CARBURETTOR
REBTORATION SERUVICE

Classic SU carburettors are
fully reconditioned in house by
a small team of craftpersons.

MGTC ~ MGTF = MGA - MINCR - XKI150
E TYPE - ALVIS - ASTON - RILEY
ROLLS ROYCE ETC

Over the years, Bill has worked clossly
with top drivers and engine buliders such
a5 the late Peter Manton, In the
development of twin SU manifolds and
conversion - parts. His yearly visits to
SU England since 1960, and the collating
of SU factory specification and tuning
data, has put MIDEL at the forefront” on
product range and knowledge amongst
SU distributors woridwide. :

SU CARBURETTORS
" SU CARBURETTOR COMPONENTS
SU ELECTRIC FUEL PUMPS

g
2>
Xl -2

. o/ddiin P
Adam Sressinglon rebullding an sarly SU for vintage application.

Throttle baodies are rebushed
using original steel backed
bronze bushes. New throttle
.shafts, throttle butterf)ies,
‘main jets, neadies, needle & MlD s ;

seats, gaskets, sea)ling washers EL Piy. P AT s arorag
etc. All castings are bead ) 'y i g
blasted to restore the original

casting colour. Al) brass parts “irazee SL' Lakemba' St Austral

cleaned and suction chambers Phone (02) 759 5598
polishad i ariginal. Fax (02) 758 1155

AGovrs Foc SU. z. S‘/o.v-y

Custom Casting Urethane
Polyurethane.
Plastic Badges, Buttons, eic.
Made to your sample or drawing.
General Engineering,
(03) 306 1852

McSHANE ENGINEERING
Reproducing Rubber Components in High Quality
Reproduction of Lenses in clear, amber, and red.
We rebuild Engine, Gearbox, and Body Mounts.

Suspension Bushes, Sway Bar Blocks, Bumpers, etc.
‘For more information phone Dale McShane

AUTOMOTIVE REPRODUCTIONS



LANDCRAB

Interim La_ndcrab Owners Club of Australasia May 1992 supplement

—No doubt this newsletter will come as a surpise to you all and, judging by some of the letters
of appreciation received, will also be a welcome surprise.

The good news is that the club will continue. A feliow club member, Daryl Stephens, has
offered to take over the club and will distribute a newsletter every two months. Daryl has had
four years previous experience as editor of the AMVC of VIC so he knows what it is all about.

Due to estimated increased costs in producing future newsletters, the annual membership
fee has increased to $25. A revised membership/renewal application is included should you
wish to continue your membership.

Hopefully, the technical information will continue at the previous standard and | shall do n.y
best to contribute what | can to future editions. IT IS REQUESTED THAT ANY NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS BE TYPED OR CLEARLY PRINTED IN BLACK AND IN AN A4 FORMAT,
TOGETHER WITH ANY DRAWINGS, PLANS, ETC.

For those of us in the Canberra region, the first Monday of each month will continue to be a
get-together at the Canberra Yacht Club at 7.30pm.

HAPPY CRABBING...... MICK

The new club address: Landcrab Owners Club of Australasia
' 22 Davison Street
Mitcham VIC 3132
Australia

DARYL STEPHENS tel (03) 873-3038



LANDCRAB

Number 44 Landcrab Owners Club Of Australasia June/July . .

22 Davison Street 1992
Mitcham Vvic., (03) 873 3038

As mentioned in the last Newsletter Mick has retired from Editor
of the Newsletter and from the position of general Secretary.

From all members of the club, we wish Mick a happy "retirement",
and thankyou for getting the club off the ground and into the strong
position its in now.

It has been said, which is a tactful way of saying I don®"t know who
said it that there are 3 sorts of people in the world.

Those who make things happen
Those who watch things happen
Those who wonder what happened

Mick is always in the first group.

The next meeting of the club for those living in the Canberra region
will be at the Canberra Yacht Club at 7.30 p.m. on Monday lst June
Meetings are held on the first Monday of the month i.e. July 6
August 3 etc.,



2.
The next meeting promises to be very important for the club,because
a committee of management is going to be elected. One of the committees

first tasks will of course be to arrange for the club to become
incorporated.

Rick Hopkins of P.0.Box 51 Taralga 2580 N.S.W. (048)406 151 has written
to advise that he will be standing for the position of Parts Availabi-
lity Officer. His letter also states the following: "I have been re-
building and preserving 1800's and wrecking same for some 20 years and
you might like to let the members know that I am in possession of most
parts- at any time. I am in the stages at present of getting together
a BMC Museum at Taralga, 45km from Goulburn. Have been lucky enough
to procure certain signs and bits and pieces that dealers or should I
say ex-dealers have been good enough to donate. N.S.W. has a British
Display day on last Sunday of October each year, this year to be held
again at Blacktown drive-in."

The clubs new editor, namely myself, and family recently had a carav-
aning holiday at Narooma, a sleepy beach resort on the N.S.W. soutk
coast. It was also our first interstate towing trip with the 1800, a
it behaved beautifully, which is more than can be said for the appren-
tice humans in the rear seat.

Even with the heavily laden Jay Swan - about a ton all up - trailing
behind,we covered the 800 or so kilometres in one go, only stopping
for petrol. It took us 9 hours from Melbourne.

Whilst there, we looked up new members George and Cathy Hulley.
George has a restored ute which can only be described as magnificent.

They are a very hospitable couple and I recommend anybody passing the
area to look them up. But be warned - we had a BBQ them and George
does not appreciate the difference between charcoal and well done !'!!
George has discovered a crowd at 8 Dandenong st, Dandenong, Vic,

(03) 791-7683 who produce both weathershields and venetian blinds for
classic cars.

I am sometimes asked why I like Austins so much. Well, Iwas raised

on them- my parents having owned an Austin 7, an A 40, A 70, A 90, an )
unmentionable, then an 1800. I suppose it was natural that I follow
suite.

My first Austin was an A 90 six. On New-years Eve, 1968, this was
traded on a 1967 MK 1.

Being among the last of the early MK 1l's it had the solid drive shafts,
and that yevoltimg electric fuel pump.

Actually the pump was O0.K. - it's just that the 'passport to service'
had a serious ommission - that the points on the fuel pump should be
cleaned every 12,000 miles. I discovered that at our Church Fete last

month. Doesn't everyone discover these things at Church fetes?
Somebody was flogging off an 18/85 workshop manual for $1.00. I bought
it and for no logical reason I looked up electric fuel pumps and there
it was. Service the electrical pump every 12,000 miles.



3.
The MK 1 was traded on a MK 1 Kimberley then a MK 11 Kimberley, then
another MK 11 Kimberley.

My current Landcrab, a 1968 MK 1 auto became mine at the end of 1987.
Originally it was being sold as a deceased estate, with a noisy auto-
matic.

Asking price was $2000. I offered $300. They laughed at my offer,
but pocketed my business card. Six weeks later, my offer was accepted.

Quotes to fix the noisy auto were absurd. Thus commenced the auto to
manual conversion. Because I wanted to use the original engine, it
did take a little longer.

I could say I fitted a MK 11 transmission because I wanted the taller
2nd gear and quieter 'down gears', but actually it was all I could
get. ¥

The car was first registered just before my 2lst birthday, which seems
a long time ago. I bought it at 55,000 miles (yes I know that's 16'000
a year), and it has now done 129,000 and has had a tweak or two perf-
ormed.

1. The major 1800 improvement. The 4.1 diff was replaced by a 3.7.

In England, the 4.1 became an option, and the 3.8 standard around 1966,
when the 1800 was replaced by the Princess in 1975 - the Princess
carried over the 1800 transmission, it came out with a 3.7 diff.

My 3.7 was sourced from Bill Lanes Gearbox & steering centre, 2/131
Park Road, Miramar, Wellington N.Z. (04) 88-1861.

Total cost (January 1988) was $A150.00. All three of you who are still
reading will of course say, "why bother, when the 3.8 from the auto
will fit?"

Well, regretfully, it does not fit! They are available new from the
English club for £22.67 for the crown wheel and £19.50 for the pinnion,
plus cartage, which totals about A$170.00.

This table illustrates the difference.

3.7222 3.882 4.187
(18/67) (17/66) (16/67)
13"
wheels 18.45 : 17.69 16.39 MPH per
1000 rev in top
14" .
wheels 18.98 18.2 ' 16.8
(mkll X6)

Even without doing a highway trip this ratio felt perfect. As a bonus,
acceleration felt stronger - probably because each gear could be held
for longer.

2. Decided to add a little more poke. Twin 1}" S.Us. off an S were
fitted, together with the standard S air cleaner. The S inlet manifold
has a slight kink to allow the jugs to clear the power booster.



4.
Another way is to use the M.G.B. inlet manifold ,with twin 5 S.U.s
and fit a Kimberley power booster and bracket and booster, but of course
the radiator expansion chamber won't fit , but it can go where the
windscreen washer bottle was .

At the same time , the English three branch exhaust was fitted . We of
course call it extractors . Currently , they can be landed in Australi:
all up , for $A173.00 :

When fitting the extractors , they do not fit the standard system ,
because the pipe diameter is larger . Therefore , when importing , it
is best to import the section between the muffler and extractors as well.

Then Mr Muffler only has to make up a muffler and tail pipe . (After
fitting the twins and extractors , I couldn't wait any longer to fire
it up . When it refused to fire .long suffering wife was requested
to turn the key, while I pushed and prodded underneath and to turn )
it off if the noise was excessive. The engine caught, the throttles
jammed wide open and the "B" series bellowed. Poked my head out to see
why the ignition was not being turned off. Just in time to see LSW

run out our drive and down the street.)

When sorted out, the car not LSW a significant increase in poke was
evident.

3.

I acquired a MK11l head for a gentleman skilled in these matters
to give it a port polish and shave ( the MK1l heads have a raised
O on the back left hand corner) Bolted it on the MKl block and it
made as much difference, as the twin carbs and extractors. Only
the MKl block dosen't have the recess in it for the valves. When
problems arose, I only had to ride my push bike 75K's

4.
While contemplating my situation, I remember something Ian Ingram
told me sometime ago.

That for a serious power increase you must have the straight cut
con rods vwhich appear only in the late MKll's.

Therefore a late MK11l block was acquired. Before installation, the
camshaft was ground to 30° 700 70° 30°. '

At the same time an early type distributing the one with the venier
adjustment was re graphed to suite the new engine specifications stran-
gely, it now runs timeing at 69BTD's .

For a little more gear changing - 3rd gear will not pull under 15
M.P.H. - the 1800-is not a really fast car, but a significantly faster
1800. On the highway it is a deep breathing long striding interstate
express.

Highway overtaking is significantly improved, and fuel economy is
better to ( a recent trip, sitting on 60 M.P.H. with no overtaking
produced 34 M.P. H. but pressing on reduces it significantly.
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I came across an article which showed the speedo of an Austin 3

litre. Looked the same as an 1800, except that it read to 120mph

when it arrived, I then established that it would fit! Could have
been an expensive guess. As well as the 120 m.p.h. scale, it also had
a metric scale, 1like the early 1800 . So far so good.

Under both fuel and temperature gauges was a small green warning
light, The penny dropped, direction indicator warning lights.

The only way these could be made to work was to fit special temp-
erature and fuel gauges, ones with a tear drop shape. Fortunately

the Morris 1500 had those gauges, which left a different Blinker
stalk to obtain. To utilize the new blinker arrangements, the obvious
one was the English one which has our standard stalk arrangements,
plus horn, head light dipper and lane changer and of course no
warning light on the end. Wiring was just a matter of following the
colour coding.

Naturally the blinker stalk cover wouldn't fit over the new blinker
stalk. So I had to import the English MK 11 cover. "life wasn't
meant to be easy".

6.

sump guard was now removed, permanently. Obviously made access under-
neath superior and as a bonus, lighter steering.

7,

Apart from 2 weeks, when the usual happened, the last 70,000 miles
have been on the automatic metal universals. The only disadvantage
is a little bit of noise on the overun,when traveling fast.

8.
100/55 qh head lights installed. The older sealed beam units loose
5% light a year . Add 20 years and the headlights are About 4 candle
power. The QH's ($114,00) turn night into day and take about 20
minutes per side.

9.

Found the original BMC accessory kit containing stainless steel
stripes along the sides of the MKl in a friends garage. A touch
of class.

10.

The Ken Patience idea for oil filters . Have done 16,000 miles with
the Z9, Good one, Ken.

11,

18/85 Overides fitted. Handy when LSW drives. -

12.

Thermatic fan fitted, purely as an overload see N.L.Dec. "91 Jan.'92
13.

0il cooler fitted see N.L. Dec ;91 Jan '92

14. ‘ .

Via a Kimberley gear change switch, an 18/85 reversing light fitted.
Tells people behind when I am backing into a spot. Appears to be
the Morris 1100 number plate light, only reversed.
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15. .

Intermittent wiper switch fitted, works very well.

16.

Kimberley style under bonnet light fitted.

17,

True Blue upper cylinder lubricant fitted. Made no discertainagbpre-
difference. However when Moreys o0il used, claims appear justified.
18. o

Since I have never been happy with the 1800 interior lighting arrange-
ments an additiomal 1light was installed, by the passenger side door,
in a similar position to the driving side light. The wires disappeared
nicely between where the fibre glass roof lining joins the sides.

At the same time, rear courtesy light switches were introduced.
Didn't appear critical where the switches were installed, except that
the higher up, the less wire to run down the inside of the rear door

support.

The bottom line with the wiring is that lighting wires are always

live. The switches provide an earth, which makes them work. )
19.

Early model tread plates fitted. Quiet timeing consuming but it does
add a bit of class.

20. . _
Usual Commodore clock fitted, clock from Mazda 323/626 may also fit.

21.

rear aeons fitted. A standard accessory, they are a giant rubber spring
between the rear trailing arm and the boot floor. Does not effect )

the ride, but stops rear end drag, when heavily laden i.e. with Ma

In Law in the boot. I suspect that the Aeons help give longer suspensioi
life, by reduced the fluid pressure under some circumstances (the

X6 had a similar but less effective system standard.)

22. _ —~
Next, by purchasing 4 Mini seats with head rests, I installed 2 heac.
rests in the back and 2 in the front. Quite effective. )
23.

4 rear seat belts. Absolutely necessary when both my apprentice humans
want to take a friend with us ( in cases like that I feel 1like staying
home!.)

The immediate future holds the anti sway bar off a really early MK1'
Also 2 speed wipers, and globe mag wheels. These 14 x 6 rallymasters
came off the John Taylor works Tasman,



WANTED.
John Webster of 13 Murray Cres., Griffith A.C.T 2603 (06) 295 9060
is desparately seeking a MK 11 tasman or Kimberley, in original/good
condition i.e. not needing work done. Can either be Auto or Manual
Ring John if you can help. :

FOR SALE.

Brian Taylor Box 21 Narooma 2546 (044) 762364 has the following new
0ld stock items for sale. ]

Austin 1800 3 C.V. joints $95.00 each boots for same $15.00 each.
2 left hand front blinker/park light assemblies $25.00 each.

Left and right front blinker/park lenses $12.00 each.

1 Rubber universal $45,00.

Morris 1300/1500 3 C.V. joints $95.00 each boots for same $15.00.,
2 complete rear lenses $10.00 each.

Mini 'S' 2 C.V. Joints $95.00 each ., STD Mini 1 C,V, Joint $95.00
Ring Brian if you are interested.

Jason Larkman of 8 Hasluck Dve., Rankin Park N.S.W. 2287 (049) 526132
has these items for sale,

Bonnets 1 V.G.C. 1 Excellent,

doors - mostly good, some Al

boot 1lids - VG

front mud guards - excellent

complete floor pan, rust free,

bumpers, 2 MK 11 excellent, 1 MK! REAR VGC.

tow bars - 0.K.

MK 11 Sump guard.

Various Windscreen , door and butterfly window glas.
Full set of Hydrolastic displacers

2 Steering racks - 1 A 1

Front suspension parts - drive shafts, brake Disc., calipers etc. Also
rear drums. :

1 Manual gearbox complete.

1 Auto gearbox - complete but dismantled.

Cylinder heads, manifolds ( 1 twin carb)

Various light fittings, lenses etc.,

HNWRFRUONNN

Jason is more interested in getting rid of these parts, than haggling
over money.




Sloppy puppy? Basic
criticism of a basic

Landcrab. But Ian
Ingram’s BMCis an
altogether different
animal, as GEOFF
BROWNE discovers. ...

UCH may be made of a
Landcrabif it be caught
in time, as Samuel
Johnson might have said
had he been around in the Sixties.

But by the Sixties the British Motor
Corporation and British Leyland Motor
Holdings, as it became, hadn't got a lot of
idea about how to make much of
anything.

. The company was still making cars to
compete with one another instead of with
the opposition; shopfloor anarchy was
spreading and the lack of logic at the top
was becoming embarrassing.

Technical advancement was not
enough to stem the tide of Ford’s
dominance in the market place. The Mini
and 1100 were strong contenders in their
own markets but the development of the
Issigonis Mini theme into a big car was
not one of the corporation’s success
stories.

To many eyes, the proportions were all
wrong, even if the 1800 retained the soppy,
friendly pup look that BMC favoured at
that time.

But underneath that disjointed )
exterior and unergonomic interior was a
strong, roomy car that handled well and
cried out for development.

What BMC was too cumbersome to do
with all its financial and technical
resources, enthusiasts like Ian Ingram
are doing with great success in their
backyards.

Ian is editor of the Landcrab Club’s
newsletter and, not surprisingly, has been
hooked on Landcrabs since the Sixties.

It was the mid-Sixties before Ian got his
first taste of a Landcrab when, as a
student, he thumbed a lift in one. From
then on he was struck and has never been -
without one.

His big project at the moment is
preparing one of the Landcrab Club’s two
entries for the forthcoming London to
Cape Town World Cup Rally, an event the
car is ideally suited for, with its extremely
strong bodyshell, excellent suspension,
good ground clearance and vast interior
space.

Ian bought his car last June from club
chairman Bill Fraser.

Although the car had been cosmetically
finished in BMC works colours for a
magazine feature, lan stripped it to the
shell as he began its rally preparation.

The shell was in basically good
condition but one or two places needed
new metal welding in. New front wings
were fitted and while the wings were off
top mountings for shock absorbers were
also fitted,

While the suspension was off,
Hydrolastic fluid bottles from a MkII car
were fitted. Competition bump stops were
fitted at the front and rear bump stops
from Australia in the shape of Aeon ride
assisters for towing, were added. Wheels
areoriginal Sixties Minilites.

The original engine was replaced with
an S spec unit, fitted with a Kent 714 cam
and matching distributor.

Air horns, an oil cooler and a laminated
screen were other modifications.

Round the corner, lan's fellow club
member Pete Woodward is working on
the second Cape Town entry, but
following a different programme.

While Ian’s car is a running rebuild,
Pete has concentrated on fitting up the
body before doing the mechanical work.

So while Ian still has to fit the roll cage,
fire precautions and new fuses, Pete has
completed that side of the operation but
still has to deal with the engine and
running gear.



Ian Ingram prepares his Landcrah for World Cup
chargeto South Africa

ALLY looks alone are enough
to transform the Landcrab.
Without its bumpers it isan
altogether meaner, leaner
machine. Little things like that would
have meant a lot if BMC had made a
thorough job of developing the Landcrab.

Inside, the changes, small enough by
themselves, make a big difference for
someone like me who drove the factory
version and left it without being
impressed.

For a start the Contour Kendall Minor
rally seats of Ian’s car give a higher and
more upright driving position. Then the
small rally steering wheel adds to the
comfortable feel. .

I felt so much more athome in this rally
car than I ever did in the original.
Instruments and switches are all
reachable.

The S spec high-performance engine
has much more power without losing the
flexibility and torque for which the BMC
B-series engine is renowned.

Comfort

With Spax adjustable dampers on the
front the excellent roadholding of the
basic design is enhanced with a flat and
comfortable ride.

In fact this rally car, far from being the
harsh roadburner you might expect,isa .
really smooth and sophisticated carriage.

The cable-operated gearchange of the
early Landcrabs was much criticised but
on Ian’s car as precise as you could wish
for.

Ian drives this car as though he means
business and it can mix it with the worst
the M25 and the M40 can offer. So when it
was my turn to drive ] knew this rally
Landcrab would goand handle.. ...

Above everything else it had a fun
element that I never discovered with the
factory version. )

I was easily at home with it straight
away and I soon found that it could be

Inner wings were refurbished and
new outers fitted

Backyard rebulld — rally Landcrab

thrown around like a Mini.

With a nice reserve of power and taut
ride and handling this is a long-distance
cruiser that would cost you only a
fraction of the outlay for a modern hot
hatch.

With the popular Colway rally tyres it
had plenty of grip on muddy backroads
and effortless cruising at the legal limit on
the motorway.

If one man can extract so much
potential from the Landcrab, what might
BMC havedone had it got its act
+ogether?

Shell was sound but some area
needed new metal — note the
hole below the pedals
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AUSTIN 1800 DRIVE SHAFT AND FLANGE.
SPLINE WEAR

By Ken Patience..

A common fault with ageing Landcrabs that are used for Towing
Boats, Trailers, and Vans etc., is the rattly Spline Syndrome,

An effective repair can be made using LOCTITE products as follows:-

1, 680 retaining Compound (for normal - moderate clearance)
2. Quick Metal (for moderate to warm clearances)

Quick metal has been used by myself with great success for a reasonably
sloppy Hub/spline drive shaft assembly.

P

680 Retaining compound has also been used on good assemblies when these
areas needed dismantling/reassembly.

Refer to Technical application notes hereto
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- DRIVE SHAFT

i Lock Dust Cover in Drive Joint

REF APPLICATION PRODUCT

1 | Retain Coupling Flanges on Drive Shaft Splines 680 Retaining Compound

2 | Lock Drive Shaft Nut 242 Nutlock

3 | Lock Screws, Centre Bearing Support 242 Nutlock

4 | Lock Centre Bearing Nut 242 Nutlock

5 | Lock Thread on Drive Joint 242 Nutlock

6 | Lock Drive Shaft Stud 680 Retaining Compound

* | Lock Centre Bearing Studs 262 Studlock

* | Lock Drive Shaft Bolts 242 Nutlock

* | Lock Screws in Drive Joint 242 Nutlock

* | Seal Cup Plugs in Drive Shaft End 680 Retaining Compound
262 Studlock

680
Retaining Compound

For maximum strength retaining of
cylindrical components. Designed
to give high strength for dynamic
loaded assemblies, allows larger
machining tolerances, seals and
prevents leakage and corrosion.
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Quick Metal Offers

* Fast cure for quick repairs. « High strength for durable
repairs. « Non-running consistency for ease of application
and protection of other parts. « User controlled strength
level. » Works like a bonding metallizer

Typical Applications
. Re-ﬁtting worn shafts * Re-fit worn couplings.
. Re-ﬁt_tlng worn housings.  « Protect new parts from
* Repair worn keyways. wear
* Stop beanng spinout. » Mounts parts without
« Repair Ioose.set screws. danger of locking nearby
* Mounts beanngs without components.
danger of damage to * Form-in place shims.
seals or precision
components.
Quick Metal Properties Summary
Uncured State Viscosity — Gap Cure
Base Color Non-running Gel  No Activator
Methacrylate Silver 900-1.500 kcP Gel Up to .020" |
Ester {Pa’s 900-1.500) diametrat i
specific Soluble In  Flashpoint  Speed of Cure |
Gravity Chlorinated  Above 200°F Fixture 10-30 |
11 Solvents 93°Q) min. Full Cure |
1-2 hrs. :
Cured State Strength — compressive Resistant to {
Tough . User control- strength in Oils. Cutting | d
Polymer with  lable up to Thin Films — Fluid