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A USTINTASHUS 

Austin 1800 MK II 

AUSTIK 1800 CLUB NE\VSLETTEE J ANti ARY 1980 

Tne io:!'2: sDell of W f: wea(:; er cleared on Sunday, II December , in ti rr..e for Gur meeting at \Yestor. - - -
P ark 'w n ee i' turn ~ ':: 0 ::: sULny and warm albeit a little windy. l; n£or~ uD atel y we were no: i l l: 

oniy ones to get out of Goors; consequently the BBQ sites were at a premium when alot of other 
fOl ks had the same idea, however we did manage to find an alternative area in full view of the 
road and members were able to meet up without too many h "lssles. 

Apologies were received from Don Thomas and Mick Oates who had other arrangements. 

A t last we have the official recipe for Hydrolastic Fluid thanks to Bil1 \:rheeler . The liquid is 
a solu ti o!: of 49~ al cohol, 49% distilled wa.ier, 1 % triethanolamine phosphate and 1 C;C sodiuIT: 
mercap toDenzthiazo1e. which is of constant v1scosity, and has a freezi ng t emfle :-;,l Uf( 0: -31 c !~ . 

; . ccordin t t o B \1~' t. he pan.icular reason this TIuie is used instead of distill ed wCiter wi tn an ant :­
freeze is that t hi;: f. u;~ IS an anti-freeze soluti on of consta::l t velocity containjn ~ C:. ru s, i r: h~b il :":­

wi th a r. e.gent added tc. ma't:e the fiuid distasteiul. Th.iE was a legal requiremem. (Th e source 0: 
this info;mation was ~ r ' e 80:1: The 1100 COr!'..~ ::.':'?i ~ ~; b:; :Kenneth Ul1:,e:: .· 

Even before coming upon this information Tom Bray had diagnosed the fiuid as mainly alcoholic 
with possibly ant i-freeze ad ded and has indeed made up some fluid consisting of methylated spirit 
and anti -freeze rrjxt:c 50-5 0 with .a little radiator anti-corrosion added and has used it successfully 
in his U:' C' for SOHle t ;:ne Wil l: no aeverse effects. Ii seems we weren't far out anyway. were we':' 

During the past month furiher correspondence was received from Pat Farrell of the AMV Club 
of "icioria . He included a copy of a 1970 British Leyland newsletter ",;hich related to special 
tuning and heavy-duty parts for the 1800; Clutch. Pistons, Camshaft , Valve Springs and the like. 
Tile part numbers are also available although whether they are still valid I don't know. Anyone 
interested in this information please give me a bell. 
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. - . . • ' change-over..service available for automatic 
transmissions, radia~ors, Clutches, electrical ' items, 
carburettors, etc. ... . . . ,.: . :;;<~ ~ :t{ .. ~., .: . . 

• me~hanical;' body par.~ls, interi;~ ·~;':~~~~~~·~~ns, ·'tY 
, " ' .. 

• ·h· .. d~olastic : ·sv·sp .. · ... s i;'" ;,... ,,, . ; r- r · .:-. ·.:7.>·.; j:~~: ' .. ,:'.' . &.' • . ~ .-.. .. -. "I '_._ •• " ~ 
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• ~ e are int~n!stec ::-. wea~~ and damaged· 18005 fo 
cLsma!1tiing . .. Ou ; ::.:' : ::: ;r 15 !:) keep 1800s on·. the r 
a: a ' reasonable cc ~ : . .-" :\ ;/jj;P\(:'~ .: , ... 

C;:)r;,aCl. me 160" Ler:tr~. KODer: Leonard on 459 92 

This is very interesting indeed and I promise that I will contact fa ;: re~a!·ciir.s the 1800 Centre 

to find out more about it. Pat also included some V ic A~.rVC st: ::ke , s 3.~C: kir.d l;; donated $1 0 to 

our club on behalf of the Vic A1fVC for which We t~ank them 'e:-:: :11:1 C!-: . 

\\' hiis t on the subject of stickers I made enquiri e.:: w i l. L-: a pfC\tiJOt ior.,_~ ": ;C,.:C.: C0l.i..pany in Fyshwyci-: 

to get an idea of the costs involved with the idea to get some m~dc up le r our club. I was quoted 

in the region of $220 for a minimum of 500 vinyl stickers so I guess we look to maybe gcttiIlS 
some sort of car badge made up depending again on cos ts. Also , befor e our next meet I shall try 
and make up some sort of leaflet advertising our club for our distribution to keep in our cars and 
pu t under any 1800 windscreens we see. 

Now to our next meeting ... and a change of venue. How about a ,..-eekd?y evening? I propose 
we gatller at the Campbell Brasserie on Tuesday. 10 J anuar:-,. 2.t T .3 0 pm. The Campb el: 

B:-c. ~ o e::-ie consists of a restaurant wit h a n adjoining 82-: ~ ... ~ t h tub:e.:; «:.,C: ; : 0 ':';" a~d is ideal ior our 

---J purpose, not to mention talking 1800's OYer a beer or two ·whi erl L ( ' c ~ ·u '=, ; <c?peals to many. The 

bra"serie is situated in the Campbell Shops complex ir. Biamey C r e.:.c :: :~~. ~ ~:. ::ol.! there. 

J lI:; Laity contributed $10 tov;ard the d u';) an ci our curre r. ~ bdan ce i~ c. :ll :> C':e: S::: i . 

·Remember, we're travellir.g 1st Class 

Mici .. 

Fon S .. \LE 

DOli Thomas is reluctantl y selling his MkII due to his increasing loss of feeling in his.left leg . 

\';llic11 affects his gearchanging , and has consequently acquired an au tomatic vehicle. His MkII is 

in vcry good mechanical order and has 11 months registration. Any in ~e rested p a rties can contac t 

D O ll 011 81 .30·16. 

J 1967 MkI Manual. Good motor and gearbox with the clutch recently overhauled. Interior is in 

excellent condition and is very original. This car runs beautifully anc is very quiet and has been 

Cl lCCKCd ri ght through. It's unregistered and is green in colour. Phone J\1id; on 82.5262 , r 

I 
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4. Two ,crew, holel the bas'eplate/n posit/on 

prov:ded between the plates. 
They are intended to smooth the 
movement of Ihe plates but they 

do in fact wear quite quickly -
and sometimes disappear com­
pletely . These buttons are 

unavailable separately so if 
they have worn you will have to 
replace the base plate . 

§$J1"fk~ CJ!.!J~(tIff.{!lf{cllAJJ}CAll!ftiYA'Lc.f :\iTZig 
Sorr.e Marellr and Bosch distri· 
butors have the bob weights at 
Ihe top of the mam shaft immedl' 
ately ur.der the rotor arm. 
These types obvlou!;ly do not 
r.ced to be stripped down for 
you to Jr.spect the mechal1lcal 
advance and retard unit. But 
Ihey are the exceptions and you 
usually have 10 mr;,ove the 
basep late before you can 
ir.spect the bob wClghls and the 
moveme::1 of the cam, 

Ne:e carefully how the 
sprmgs and beb weights Itl 
together and tnterlock with the 
star:c part of the mechanism. It ts 
a good Idea 10 make a drawing 
of ::Je d :~~erent parIs because II 
IS '..::1I :kely that yeur handbook 
cr 'l;~ri<shop r.-:anual will be 
de:al:ed e:1ough to c::>'ler all the 
var:at:c::s belweer. the differer.1 
r.-:::>ce:s which ~·ou might 
e:1co'..!::!e!' . 

Rer.-:~·;e the spnr.gs (fig 1) and 
1i~t the =eb ',';elghls oli Iheir 
pests (fig 2). Hold the bOllom of 
the ::1a::1 shaft 111 o:1e hand and 
the cc:: :act breaker cam in the 
o:~er '(au should be able to tur:1 
I::e Cc~,!act crea;:er cam freely 
a~.c :::de;::e~denrly of the mai:1 
s ~a:t. r: the r.1cveme:1t 15 free 
e~.C easy. JUSI sl;de the cam cff 
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the main shaft and clean off the 
old grease. Relubricate the 
shaft with engine oil and slip the 
cam back on. 

If the mall1 shaft and the cam 
are seized together, tap thern 
apart with a mallet. Take care 
not to damage the bOllom end of 
the main shaft. If one sharp tap 
does not dislodge Ihe cam. 
spray II with dismantling fluid . 
Clean off any light rust on the 
cam or shaft with fine emery 
cloth. then lubricate the main 
shaft with engine oil. 

It is usually only dirt and con-

f.~rJr? ?::·« ·" ; :. ;.:,;:- :~: : ' : ' :' " 
; ' "!"" 

gealed oil that prevent the bob 
weighls from working !;moothly 
so clean them, their posts and 
the cam With paraffm or methy· 
lilted spirit , Then rcplJce the 
weights on the POSIS and lightly 
lubrrcate the whole advance 
and retard mechanism with 
engtne oil. 

finally fit new spring!; 
between the posts on the bob 
weights and Iheir posts. These 
springs control the bob weight's 
movement so the ignition will 
only advance properly if they 
are in good condition . 

; , 

~ f It. :. : '~ 

2. L"tlng weights from pOJts 

~~iJ!,WS' 1':?YI'~~""¥i~~ThTH r:):R"'E,Jj'r-S'r1LfB"l' E' ':TH" 'E" '~D~ " 'l"'S'''?DI'''B''' : '\..:.:.R·· ""W;~:);;i;0i ~1 
&.'t2.;: .. ~id::.: , .- .... ~, »...1:£'.:L'iil ,;L;;. H~, ,;". ;~ ., " . • n 100. AI "; ''''z,'.-L-:.;' 

Clean the spacing WGsR ilnd ~jfJ\!t,:-~~m~ ~ ,.,' 
then !;Iicle them on to the borto," ~:~ : :'~'~;£;f~~~~~ . ~ ... \ 
of the milm shaft In the order In f~',\ j ,' ',l1.e;([1.~ •• ~"~~~1'M" ."" ~ 
which they carne off. No\" put . ,:5\·;·:J~:'~1!~t~;~J~\ >.>~_ .- '''.Il\ 
back the dme gear or drive ..:;~\ ~~/{ ~ ~t 
dog on the bOllom of the ;;hMt "~,. r ' .. ~ 

, and line up the marks that \,OU .;... 1E-:a\:J -' 
ma;Je vlhen you took the gear .~" ,\'. \ '~:~.~ , .. i~\ ~~P.l' . ~ 
off \fig 1). If you are filling a new · 'i...,~~\'l: .u . ,~,~ . .i.jj,""", .. ! .,"f"?! 

., .. ~\<:: .. " .. jfl! ~. o;.r t ~ " "'~ ' ( ' . :t~t ~ :--gear or dog. make slire thai you ~~:'>lE}~t,\~~;~/r::~ r,.! ":-' /', Ilt,~-~ 
pu: tliern on th0 ri ] hl wny round . I'~?,"') ' '. ' ~' ." jI.h " ;'2',~.':J-

d ,... . .. ' .- "~. <"" ~ .~·, .• ~t AII(]!! Ihe Ii ,j!e!; 111 the rive 7:+: . . r.~~~t ;f,:;:::· ' ':Yi;it),r; 
9p,lr, and lilf, Illalll shafl and !.,.' ",. Q . "(~,, 
press the pin 111 as f<1r as II ;'/ 111 , .... rJ;' ~. , I~ 
go. It IS lIr:porran llhat Ihe pill IS il .. ~~ • 
good fll , thollgh a light tap 
should be enollgh to push il 
home. If Ihe pin is loose, get 
another one from a scrap d istri. 
butor - ilny movement between 
the mall1 shMt and the drive 
geM Will soon get very seriolls 
indeed . 

\ ,' .. , .\ 

Spin the ,"ilill shillt with your 
fmqcrs to make sure thilt II is nOI 
binding anywhere. and check 
thill thc bob weights and 
springs " rc slIlI flltcd ·correctly. 
Do not worry If tlit?re is some 
hJcklash ,15 thl!; IS ad;lI!)1cc! by 
tht' !;p,lC(~r \'I;l!;Ii(n ~; ;lccnrdlllq 
to Ihe design cf cadi P.lrtlculM 
dls trl~1utOr 

I. Putting the drlvo goar bac/e on the shaft /n the right posltlo" 

I f YOll are r~pIJCIll (1 th,} old 
CO:lIJct breaker bJscpl,ltC. 
make sure th.]t II IS cleilll ilnd 
i!ghtly lubricated wllh engme 
011. It CGn fll either WilY rOllnd . Sf) 

Inilke Sllrc~ 111.11 the posl for the 
vacuum unIt connector IS on the 
corrcct Side of the distributor 
body. Check tha t theearlh tilg IS 
111 good conditio:1 before filling II 
u:lder or:e of I!l(> fl XlI1g screws. 
Turn the movlIlg plate bilCk. 
wards and forwards a fel'; tunes 
to make sure Ih.3t the earlh tilg is 
not gOI:1g 10 chilre. 

Now fit Ihe vacuum Unit and 
test Ihat II is working a~d Ihe 
CO:1lilCt breaker base pia Ie is 
mO\'ing freel y, :\11 thai remClIl1S 
to do is fit :he lead from Ihe Side . 
of the distributor to Ihe contaci 
cre2kcrs ilnd ccndenscr. The 
side lead shct:id ce fllted af:er 
the ::>ther small,cor;,pone::ts - il 
!T.tJst be rer.e';:ed If It !:;ho'::s any 
si~n c~ wear . 

I ·:.~·:t 

~.i:(:~0:1t;~1;~~ 
'~~ .. """' ,J 

.. . / l 5 :;1·,.., >it,d'tr ijh'-"'* ':N::?,j!~: ·2ci ... i!1.~ :.'~.. ..: 
2. FItting tho plaJtlc Insort and law tension leael 

Lucas supply the lead end :~:e 
plastic II1serr as a replacem-::1t 
Hem (fig 2). but on other mcde!s 
the easleSI Course eflen IS to 
re,:!acc the whole Wire fro:-:l the 
COl! :0 the contac: breake rs, 
Ur. for:unatel y rou ','; ill prC';:'.i bly 
r..:;·;e to solder the er:c ;; ::1:;:] 
frc,r.: :he old wi re C:1 10 the r:e'.'; 

one. to be iibsolut-:II' sure thai I 
ills on to the tenl1lr.al easily 

U<! !ess you know th21 thE 
con denser and r~tor arm haVE 
bpen replaced verr recenlly . fl 
n ~ ' .... ones as rOll comple:e IhE 
final assembly (see WW 12) 
FJ !1 ~Il}1 ,?xc: rr. ir:e t!'le COnt :.1C· 
breaker fIX:i1g SC:O':/S bpfc!"E 
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If a car IS to run properly. Igni· 
tion of the fuel·air mixture must 
take place in e:ach cylinder at 
the right time . The distributor 
initiates the producllon of the 
spark. and ensures 11 goes to the 
right spark plug in the conect 
sequence . 

Some pans of the distributor 
- the rotor arm. contact breaker 
points and condenser (capa· 
citor) - get changed many 
times during the life of a car. But 
there are other pans of a distri· 
butor which should be looked 
at. panicularly if your car is 
running badly and you are 
unable to find any other faults. 

There are a number of differ· 
ent makes of distributor fitted to 
different makes of car. They 
vary a little in design but all 
perform the same function. To 
keep your distributor in good 
working order it is well wonh 
carrying out a few simple 
checks. An overhaul will aid 
efficiency - panicularly if the 
unit has been in service for 
quite a long time. 

rotor head plale 

) 

conlact breJ~er assembly 

bob w~ighl slop 

I 
I , 

bob weigh I 

A dlslrlbulor con hov. Ih. bob wo/gh,. ubovo Iho bO$opla/o (1of,). or lIo/ow" (rIght) 
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C :.·:· :::':": !I(ld c l cQnfirmlll, lllia: a 
( : ::: '::~" ll tOI IS 1'.'0ln IS 10 check 
',';::'2:h'2! tl;'O' IgnItIOn Imllng 
Ci~"'.;:::'(~~j correctly as ei1 ~lllle 

!'T""':: 11:·.;rea$es. To do tll1~. fir sl 
c::'.:· ; ~: I·hal Ihe contilct bl<:'ilkc·r 
1·,l' ::::S ar.? In u:Jod condition and 
c. : :c·,:;;J ·! ;ldjl:.'1\1.:!d (se:e WI/\' 
I':. ": :'.: II). tl:en start Ihe engine 
ar.;:: run unlll warm. Once the 
e:: ::! :!'2 ha!': s'O'II1!:'d do·,.-n Ie a 
51,,:. ::/ IdllllY ~peed Wllh Ihe 
ci:;:o;':e pu::hed TIght In , check 
Ihe n::1:no IJItlTks with the illd of 11 

strebe hqht (see flY IU to 20) 
The IImmg marks should lille up 
wi:!: edcll other correctly. 

If pu had to ildJuSI or rene'", 
the iJ0lrllS you ntily hilve upset 
the t!:mn() sh9hlly bUI if - even 
illle: "d lll~tlllenl - Ihe tuning 
!;celr:s to vilry ilnd Ihe Imllng 
lII ii ! k~ (' II the pulley arpcilr to 
mC" /e bad: ilnd forlh, Ihell 
!lor:l(·thll1g IS worn III the 
dl:::rIL'lllor . 

WIII; 0 the :;trobe 1i'.Jht IS 
Ct':H :',;';;IL'd you zholllrl illso tesl 
Iht' ad'J,lIlc.:e ilnd relard medld' 
IlIs:n . Kl'ep the strobe porntrng 
ill the 1IIIIIno marks and r:peed 
Ihe er. ::; llIc 'up 10 around 4000 
I pin AlmoSI as soon a!l the 
('ll~me speeds up. the movmg 
tlll ::n9 llltlTk should arpeilr to 
move smilltly 10 one side of the 
stilllC !I:ning mark (fig 1). If the 
aperture where Ihe IlInlng 
marks are is quite small. Ihe 

. nlO\'mg mark may dIsappear 
comp!etely. In Ihis case. speed 
Ihe engme up gently from idle 

'Feel' the'revs 
. . " , . 

If you have not 'got a tacho­
meter, listen to the engine 
idle - that will be around 
600 revs. Pull the throttle 
until the noise is ' nearly 
unbearable - that' will be 
about 5000 revs. Let the 
throttle halfway doWn - and 
you will be doing 3000 revs . 

. .. 1' : . ' i· .. ·. ~ . 
I. u.;. a .,rob.llght 10 , •• , Ih. odvanc. and r./ard mochon/sm 
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~;::.:--: ~. , .... ,:~~~.~ ... ~,.:~:~." ... 7 .• ;-~.';""\ 1 :·: - r.- - ." . . • '" , YUU J( \: ll lllp il1 '; ilt!Y uhu ll !i~r ft: r 
" • . • . . II !01 of d .lIl1 .l(::e QVl-) r :hc i' (lll r~ 

,Hid :111::; I1h.'i ke~; ~cc:tlr ~lt (: ('c! lt :~it · 
II :t:- ::: of I he ~;l)!; : :!t l ~; h ! ~)~'rc· dl!fI· 
c:.::1 Unforllln ',l':!,. It IS noll?ilsy 

. ,~~ 
3. U, /ng pliers 10 ,'rolgh'en body clomp In 0 vIce 

tu g(':1 rcpl .lc,? 1:10 :11 !; b il l ilg:: :n 
.1 n .1 11 10 l> I (~<.:ln O: I .1n shull id be 
.11.1 "" It ) 11t" lp O:!l,TNlSr: Iry ;'III 
0 11 ! 11111.'e r's ~j tJ ;';i'!l0 r v:ho Ill!')1 
IIlIq lll I .~e <lbie 10 fillel il couple o f 
Allen scrC\'JS 10 fll. 

L;'I !;lly . If ,'Ollr d lslnbulor is 
flll , ~d 1'1 1111;'1 bo(:y cl.l1I1P, l oo~cn 
,)tf I lh ' holl alld IIloIl"! :;lIrc- 11l;1 t 
tile d !:;:n l.lllio r c:lllr ,)I.l le Jr l?"ly . 
If Ihe body C: :liIlP lool:s bent. 
PUI II III a vice ;'l:ld U!ie a pair of 
pIters I ') stalC1 :J: ·~ n It (fig 3) If 
l itcre ilrCiiny b:lrt :;OIIIt rc:lt1ulJ~ 

I'! Ihem ',o; llh a Ir l ~ ilnd IlIw:h off 
! . " with emer y J,lolpe r C lh!ck 11l0l1 

lir e dl!;l rrbllt 0 f n U '~1 rU!:I \t··!; 
fr.~dy - IhlS ':: lil 111.11:., II II I ~ ch 
e;r!iI~r to .1dl!!:;1 Ilt~ 11I:11I !1\ .. , 
dnd abo hI il :1 (.'VJ IJl!1ch I :()l l 
If I lt .~ OTIIJI II .II ~) I1 '~ !·:!ro·: /: ; any 
SII tn:; of 1'1(',1/ 

STEP 7 ~ . . F~REF'T ·THED'STR'BUTOR·'----.:·-~-.-~ · . : ' ~ ,:G,l 

T,' i"!I: - ' f: " dl! :tnL ut ol :·:(· f thp 
I . \: : , II ::; ::. \!l ! II :t ! ~: t' -.' lIi:II).""! to 
!! ; ' ~ -: , : \ ~ I . : ,~: : 1::'~' dl : · :t::" i::~'1 ~,\lP 

CI) :·;I."s;..;· .. :"' :~ ·. ! ; :i tJ t·) C',;!l l1 de r 
n l ;::.: ~ ''"' :· C:l' .' tl:id l: ::;t ~ n t~: r:t. buse 
r~ ~ ! : I"" ;"'.'. !'; II;: : ~ :~: , ~ t?:l~r~t~ so 
tl l,'it tn~ ::: [1: ... ": i:ldn:S ·~· ... )U 

t: : id-;.' C,i : !j·· r !:::f' ! :~' 
A:; YI:" U : .' t : :":~ !!l l' dlstfl~)ll tcr 

h ':' ~ l :"! ' ~; ,:! i -::Il! f· :.e:: i~~ clrr:e 
O~,'i J ' : r. ~.l :.;."l ',': I::j ~:I ·') ',:fE-Ii} : :r: ! ~ ! '2 

' ,':: ' 111:(, 1: .; .: u tJ ,_, 1:('1. '::!r! ~: :~ :!H? 
: , t ',, !, i:::: t:..' ! -:' I (I ~ I" th~' 5 ~! :-1~~ U:',t :l 
'," ::: ; I "'~; C:',) I :" ,11 !; ,'l:r :;-,' :',l l fig 1) 
I ~ ',: 'Y ~ !' : ~: ": !I : t. : : ::- r I.; f:: :t-;;':.: '::l:h ~1 ;1 
c :~~; .. ,t ~~:':l : :! ::~. (' s:.: : (~ !:~ \it :t IS 

t : ', .~ r: ,:!".! ':: ::'; r ' ,'!!I:ti :>.:': ': !'2' '':'':'U 
!.1~ -I:: ~~ . .: :: :.: ~,!i: C::: j: ~ :::t~ ::.::!5 
~: :',',,"l ri ~;'::::', f': .. : !:::::: ~ J ~ :; ,,(, 
t ' : :' :" rn _. :i-..}:::i.1 r~:.1 "· :~!!; : ~ '2(~' . t 

: .:- :.'.' r c : ,::~~,! :';: :..J:i: !'; :L" ~l ·: ! i:!~ :- !:l 
t~ ::: 

r: .. :: '::: ~t.~ :::-:. : ,,- ::~1 :: .:' :: ~ ! ,-I: ;: .t,:: 
::::: :: ,': :. ;: :.::: ::>,1-2:': .::: >_',. .::::: :'; ;:; ' .. 1 

" : ' : .. ,. :: : : . ~ ,- :. ', ' '::-" ":::: ::: , 
d . ,·,, : ,' :: ," ..•.. FlY 10 1u ':01 1' t;ln 
o!!' !ih"l ·."I:l ~ j i : : ·"I , d ll, ! rl,,:'lt the 
V,k·tl\! :i~ ,1\ i':.i:\""t) t ' !:"II~ 
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Overhauling 
~o tiL 

G gUstrofilut@r 
Is your car starting badly and running 
sluggishly? To give your engine a new lease 
of life and restore it to peak performance, a 
distributor overhaul may be the answer 

When to do this job 
If you have recently bought a secondhand car and 
you want to give it a thorough tune-up 
When your car is not responding to a normal service 
with new plugs and points 
If your petrol consumption is poor and the engine 
idles badly but the carburettor is in good condition 

What this job involves 
Using a strobe light to check for wear 
Removing and refitting the distributor without losing 
the correct timing 
Stripping down and cleaning the distributor and 
replacing worn or broken parts 

Related jobs in this handbook 
Curing starting problems 
Get your timing right 
Please see Index lor page numbers 

To do this job 
Tools: Strobe light; spanners; screwdriver; hammer; 
preferably vice and bench; plug spanner 
Materials: Dismantling fluid; oil; wire; clean rags; 
new parts as required 
Time: Half day for complete overhaul. two hours if 
distributor is worn out and has to be replaced 
Degree 01 difficulty: Straightforward. Hardest part is 
to get the spares. Try to get new bob weight springs 
before you start work. Vacuum units are widely 
available 

If you have the job professionally done ••. 
Is the performance better all round with noticeably 
improved fuel consumption? Have they fitted a 
reconditjoned unit or a new one? 
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2. Tho 'vacuum unit may be held by a sprIng ~ • • ""IIp ~. "s are held y -- mun 3. Same vacuu 

<1:1d check thut t:;(' movmg mark 
does vary III PCSI!IOn with the 
e~q:::e speed Ir, some cars you 
c,.:: ~(,c- the ma:>: :r.ove over I:S 
::::; c::s:iI ::ce _. I: s~ould corne to 
d s:e;.; ',': ;It:::1the e:1 ~;lne IS dOIll\! 
,1!JO:l : 5000 rpm If the tll1:l:1g 
tiot:s :lOt ad va::ce correc:: \'. 
cit.:,c>: the advu::::,: mechant~m 

On most Cil! ~. the Igm:lOn 
ad·/a::c.) I:; C.l~: ; ·: :j l:1t'110 'lIays 
by :nt:c1lil rllc,al t:cb weights and 
b,' ~ ·/,l':Ut.:~r: s:,'s:c:n. 

T::e r:lCci;il~lca l adva::ce 
,.:te::; the tqni:::::: ::n1lng accord· 
In,': !.:; ihe e:. :j: ~.c speed: the 
'{i:C ;'; ~;;: ad ·".~.::e a!:ers It ac· 
c:: :~i::1;! to the ::'H::ttie opening 

To check the cperallon of the 
r.:ec::'-';'Ical ad vo:1ce mecha· 
nls:r.s . sOI:1e you: strobe light on 
Ihe :1r.:i:1g :-r.a:ks and rU:1 the 
engine at tdle Dlsconnect the 
vacuum advance: pipe which 
! I :~ks t~e carbu!t: ::c! to the bell· 
shapec: unit r.1::::.:::ted on the 
sice cf the cls:r:~utor . The:1 
i!c:eie:a:e slc','/:Y up to full 
~ ; peed . The movln~ timing mark 
s:J c~ l d move fro:7: the static 
: ::a : t: unlll It reac~. (;s maximum 
i;c ·-/c::ce. If It c!::;es not. the 
r.:ec~a:lIca l advo:.ce may have 
fiJl !ec - see Step 5 

To test the voc~:.::n advance. 
rec~ ::::e:::t Ihe vacu:..:m tube and 
:'11: t::e engine at ofo:'::1d 3000 
' , )1;; Shl :1c y(l~: s,,::;!Je on Ihe 
i ~ r. !! }.:; :r. u. rks a::d 8:sconner:', 
lOO F~ IT Yt 'R.SELF 

. 

the vacuum advance tube . 
As you pull the pipe off. the 

moving mark should ilppear to 
return quite close to the stallc 
llmlnCJ mark. If It does. the 
vacuun1 advilnce and rctard 
I.;nll IS \\'orkm,) sallsfactonly . 

If the V,lCllum unit appeat s to 
have stopped \'IorKlng. II may 
have Just become dlscon· 

nected. In Lucas distributors 
the vacuum unit IS connect cd to 
the· bascpl;.tc by il !'plInCJ \': lnch 
JlI ~ t S: IPS (\ve r t!it:' top of ,) pt>::t 
(fig 2) Most other mah::s u::(: a 
fl.-" III(:tdl strap which I;; he lei on 
by a !:prlll9 clip or clrcllp (fig 3) 
Check thJt the spnnl) or link IS 
In place ilnd secure before you 
go out nnd buy a neVi lIllI\. 

, :11.:."1:) ::, ' ... :' . .': 
'S~~k it and ~'e~ :' ~: ~ , - . -, .. H 

:: J • : :: , , ' ; ~ ~ •• :: ~ : ~: ~.~'.: 
If you do not have ·a strobo- .;' 
scopic light . and it is no(: -­
convenient to buy or hire :·, 
one, tzy this method to test c· 
the vacuum unit. : · ,:.:,. :., ' .. ::: 

Pull off the . vacuum 'pipe , 
from the inlet manifold and 
wipe it witp a clean cloth. 
Remove the distributor cap ~ . 
andstandsothatyoucansee .. 
the contact breaker base-:·;:. 
plate, Suck the end of the ·· . 
pipe and look to see if the i 
baseplate moves around by : '. 
about half an inch, If it does,:· . 
put your tongue over the .­
end oCthe pipe to seal it. The 
baseplate should remain in 
the advanced position until 

. you remove the pipe from 
your mouth and let the· air 

ba~ki~·. : 
If you can . suck · air in 

through the vacuum unit or 
the baseplate does not 
move, you will need to 
replace the vacuum unit. 

c 

L;:.~:~.srr:p 2 
Ali Vtlc ut:: !: :!jv . ~ !!.:·(' ,: : ~:! h ,t : !'"d 

u::!!~ ltil· k t:,t: $ ; l:~:t.-' ( .. !: tlil~ 
Cl!tflcie . It 15. t: l€' $~:' ! :1 ~ ~: u::d 
S; ~ 3c.:·rs 1I~~: (~t~ · .. :h!c~ :,i:: ~ ~ the 
l ::',lt !;J i1 P;i r:l("uLi: t~· :i -:-P ::t.~· So do 
n,-: h l' tl'il:;,!(:j t(, [:: iiny olel 
\' 2 ":~~:::1 u::!: ',\':1 : ~:: : ::-~; "' ; ~" 2'ilS to 
! ~ .)}. ilk 0 t::\: ='! lr.,. ... !,J: ~;\~U J C~H . 

l',:l Y G 1,(,1': :' :1 ':' It \': i:: p3¥ for 
1! :';0 lf vcr',' r::.!!:'i:ly !!I ;";0trol 
sl :\'ed . 

LU CilS d!;:~ :r! b ~:1 2' !"S h:1\'0 C\ 

\'C'!"nic r ad !i:s:::k:on: \'::!:ch beth 
nbJ':is you !.) ~1 .1 k(: :l:-,L' i:d j l: :;t­

n: \\ =-.~: ; t:..> !hl:'11:~:::-: ~: ~!: :i :i l !;~ :~(I:ds 
t: ~ . :- \',l(: lll!l!: ::::1: 1:-; tili: ( llS:: Ibll:0 f 
i ) ''1 jy . " !;I! .:; ;; C: ! l:!!P ::ts u:tG J 
r.1.)OV (.' III li~ e c- I:~i of til E' 
al::u!;tl!l~l :;C!.y ... • )\cnl:)VC the 
cadlp (;ill .:::ul! y \': 11[: a 51 11 <111 
s:-rE:\'/dnvPT 0: il p.1lr of hne· 
no:;e :l t-lIc1!; (fig 1) Ti!C ;~ I:!ttllc 
.::.J 0: till' C,' :·.: .,''::I1:. ·1 :~ ; : 1: 1< 1 off 
II.: r·,'''::: .)!:d l l : ::. \t \"· ::.t· I:lil: i)), 

~C'·rt.· \·:tnq !:lC k:lla!t:: :: ~l. i p ~ ·: tt· l r 

IU~!t :1\1 Ih.-· end o[ I:,: ::lI(:."j 
\0,: ,,: ':: :l ! ,' : Ih..:- ~ · t: rl: 1. : ! ~ .i: ... : dnd 
tlie ~;Pfl:~ q IOC'iI!t..'d b(~ ~ : lIid ttll~' 
knu: k:ci 'ld:t: ~!f' r . 

0:1111'.1::: o:1:.' r :liiike:; "f dl!:trt · 
1)\:tl1r till' \,;ICltll:n IIn:t IS 
:;:,"=u: t·t! 1u :tl'': !"~ldl' of i:~ ' ''' l1l ::;:r l ' 
bu::)! bOG Y by n couple ~ f 5hort 
Scrl~''':S lJ:"lC::l the"c' il~.:: I.d l off 
! h~~"l ~ ;} rlr.q c::;.) t!leU t:'Jlds the 
c :':mecl l:1 'J ! tr.~: on to the bJse· 
p!dteL:ft the co::necttng link off 
HS post tf Ilecessn~y o::d 1·lIth· 
d~:w! the tim: fro;;l the d:s:nbutor 
b c-dy (fig 2). 

Fittt:H] the :.e·t: vacu:;r.1 Untt is·· 
a ~e v e rs a! of the abo "' e 
proc edure. !.~ake s'.; :e you 
c::~c:, the l:j!:- '2 cC:::1e~:::!:~ i:le 
VoCUU!~l ud·:a.~ce to the carbu­
rt;!:~r :or S ! ~::!i of Viet'i! . PGnl~'J ' 
l.:.: i:ttCi1tlor. s~ou!d be pdid to 
t;:e rubber C0:1neC!O~3 at each 
c::d of the :t!:::e \';olch s~cll;d he 
i'I li ::ht fit. Lc:,;': along tile length 
o! the tUDl2 ior c!~af l :1(j or aIr 
le:ilks If you detec t oilY Signs of 
v:ear, re t.:" :ilc~ :he :u;;e 

r :0'/1 Icst ~h·~ d!s:!':b~:G: \·.'I:h 
th.c;; stroDe: 1! :;~1 :. as dcs:nbc:t! III 
S~ .::: p I. to r. is.ke 5c:e thut l: ~ C 
1(j:"':Hlon Ui:-::::') hClS net eCC: 1l 
ai t-::red [did thu t .~'€ va(:uunl 
- ~ .. ... ,~~ '''c'l 'r c '1 ' " " .. , " ",," ,. . .J . _ I) ( 

fir A NEW VACUUfll UNIT 

_ ."l!,;~f.;-1f.~' "\J. ." .T, . ~~~ Y:;~/:-~"'i\"~"-" ·~ ff!.~:~;'~~~~ 
~;. ... ~. ::.~.\!!Slf~ .. ~.oi ~'4' ~.\ ,. . ~ .Jf'. .~".",<f'-';d.'f6!.,.,-t'r' . . t· . · ·.1 Jt~~.\ \'~(~i~~Y~:' ·- . ' ... ~<; ,.: : .t: ,' .'-. \' ~ " ·:f~':. · ~ . ,;{t,,;,~,i~~~;J ::" .;'IJ' ... ~:~~::~\..;~"" ~.,!~.' 

,~~.".~ ." ;~'~~~1~~~~~ 
,\.!>f.'i!.'ll>1l'"r\?'I:'< ' ".., '" ,." ",.;j-~':' / ''1~:; ~~ttf{;rt1if'r, .· ~·~i~· : "',' " ~;l 

I:'''''~''. '.:;;. ... ' '.',' >. ' • • " ,,~'-lI' -, •.•. ".":.',,d~Ji1J',. J.: .", . ... ..;, .. ,,' .... ""ll!!il:': "'" iW;;;iifIP. '::!A~'\": ;8!;!::~»~ . ,. ,,_~,' :J~ .~/ i" , ~'~ .,- , .. , " ,"4·\£111-
, .... .> " .. tJ$. _,. /." " \ -r/ .;';. ' . : ' t~·J I · ~,. <:. " .I;.; . ~ ~. J.: "..lt ..... _V. .. ,. ,", .. ,: . ;r: , , \ . ... . h ·, ... ·· 
,'" I":t"i '" n_, ;' · ~ .... tV'. ·;:· : 11'; · • ! . ty '. :. . . . : .. ~ l..:t,; ~~~,,.:t .(\\. . , '.~J:~~!"::; :\"V.~~II :~. . , ,,:~ .o( . ".:' . 
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~\\t)I,' Jlf(t1t?~1 
• tc rawing tho vacu . ' . . .;. C;J}-' ~ .,- , um unl' from tho dlJt II> •• l'-,., r ut~' 'dy 
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distributor body 

distributor body 

, 9' 
~~, 

..... 

r. Th. dIstributor CO" b. h.ld '" ploc. by 0 r.'oI"'"g plol. (1."/ or 0 domp (rlghtl 

To ovr?rhi1111 th~ dtstrtbutor. II tS 
1I:' II,llly hP.st to remove It from 
:hr. E- lIlJane The only exception 
"; If II IS stluated neilr the top of 
Ihe block. an whIch cilse you ciln · 
'::ork on tI an stlu . The dmtnblllor 
I:; It.: ld an place ellher by a 
cl.llllP thilt fils around the 
bottom of the unll or by . a 
r·-'Ii;ulanq plate that fils on to a 
st lld lfig 1) 

R"I:love the spark plugs and 
lu rn the ellg;ne over unlll the 
rotor Mill IS poanllng to the 
c":n l,lct '!lhlc)] cor responds to 
c ·;I:r.r.er Ilur:1ber one . 
Rememher that ::cu usually look 
i.t the cap upSide down so you 
must allow for Ihts Vlhen you 
'.':c.rk out .,.,hlc)] contact is which . 

No'." Imrt.: the distributor 
hocly ar.d ti' -):l~II:le so thai you 
CiI :l r"rl .l \. ,e dlstrtbutcr an 
'~:" 'l (':i'; :!.~ !:,J:7!~ rOSJtI.J:1 " : ~E' n 
~ ,o : "'r.'." iT ' -nl.m.C'r:.rr 

2. WIthdrawIng the dIstrIbutor from ,h .. • nglnf} 

the overhaul IS complete . who! '\ It (fin 2) ::~e body ':::11 
Rp!n0ve th"! nuts h('llrimr:r the he /; , J:;. l ! :: :-,,,fcTe :::; 11 
ellr.:r:hlltor ilnd wlthdril ':: 1I~ p. g.;) <lny :\ : : : h~r:-

.!: .~:: ~ · .. ~STEP 4 
, . ~ 

EXAMINE DRIVE. GEAR)iJjj~JiASEP..LA.Tl 

(. ;-:: ... ' .': ". ·;~:/t:~~A:·;D·}t~·:~ .. Jil~ 
\ 

r. ComparIng now and old drlvo goor (Ieftl and drIve dogs (rlghtl 

YOII 110':' IlCp.ci to p.X.lllllne the 
distnbutor c!osl~ ly to illld Oll! 
whtch mctvtdual components 
me worn . The test ·::tlh the 
strobe light wtll have given 
some inclcalt Cl n abollt its 
general condllton. but th0fC IS 
no substitute for a proper 
inspeCllon . 

First Qxnmmc the dnve gcm, 
or d nve dot). ilt the bottom of the 
mam shaft (fig I) Any vlslblc 
r,i(Jns of ~':ear -- burred spigots 
on tile dnve dClq. or .1 btol-'p.n 
tooth on the lIttv., q,'ar - arc 
mutcaltolls tltat the dn'/e oem 
should be repl.locd . 

Mark the POSlltO:l onthc dlstrt· 
butor body so that you c.ln 
replacc the drl vc t:war l!\ 

exactly tltc S<lme po~:lton later 
Support the dtstnbutor m a vtce 
or on blocks of wOl,d and then 
IUp Ollt the pm that holds the 
dnve <lear on themalll!.It..ft. 
The pm IS;; It'lht fit. 50 use a d rtft 
or nail as a pur,ch to rim'c til.:! 
pin oul(fiq2) PullllleciflVp.·:lear 
off th~ sh:; ft al .:' il~ '::tlh th~ 
spacm wilshers - tt:ere v"ll :;e 
wilshers between the ci lstrr bu tor 
bod'" and tile d rive ciog. <inn 
ill! ~c 011 l!:t~ ~hn fll:1S : dt~ !hc bod' .. 
(fig 3). Note {he c· rci :~r III • .... hlch 
the ·.':.l ~::€'rs c.::t:1 t~ eff so they 
Ciln t,? rep : ~ cC'r. ::1' !r.e same 
\Va',. T:-:t;!1 ;;'..: 11 1 ~8 i !l:: ::1 ~!,2it 
out of :~1'? t , .... dy f! ,,'i!i !he O!he ~ 

end. 
A f:l rrh0f Itk l~l \' ~ .. ~"f::J r \':e,lr 

IS III thecont:Jct brt:; } r' . ~-
'e5peCli1Il:: If tfJr< ';' o :~ ! ! ·. :" 

ftlted with both Inechanrcal <lnd 
VilCUUI11 advance. LIft off the 
rotor Min illld remove the 
contact breaker assembly anci 
condenser , see WW 10. 

Free the vacuum advance 
sprang. ullcio the two secllranC] 
screws (fig 4). Itft off the eil lih 
lead anci then remove the 
contact rime (fig 5) 

The contact breaker base· 
plate In fact consIsts of i' ·;O 
i~~.;ies - one is held stat l on~~, 
III [~,e ci lstflbutor bach', !he oln", r 
IS mo,'ed ';;'1 thp. ':actl~m 11: : :1 
!!e'lel the fixed pl:;i.? ·:::th yc:.ar 
flii:-: ·;:r t;ps Ri:d try t,; rock i!1e 
:-:-::":1::1 ;:!ah~ ir(':n s::!e (0 ~l :!~ 
· .... ,:11 yeur 1l1ll iTibs I:' :he pliliC' 
:C'::ks II IS ,':orn ThiS type of 
'::t' :1! 15 qUlIe commen - par"· 
cIII,1fI, en Lucils ':: :S trtbl:IN5 
\':~~-:' r'~ ('::('1 nyl0n t~!!~C'n5 :: !' f'l 

shafl 

_ 'sandwic 

~, Ie wash 
I I~ 

steet washer ~ 

dllvedog ~~/J 
splt~ca pI! 

securing sprmg ' ~-
-=0 ~'7 

" Sr~( .. r w,,~h .. ;. "" th,; shof· 
F!':!~ y(,) ' "-' ~ r( F 
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AUSTINTASHUS 

'Number 9 AUSTIN 1800 CLUB NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 1989 

The Wheels 89 event this year is being held on Sunday 12 February at the Rugby League 
Park, Donaldson Street, Braddon. Graham Brohan, who is the president of the A CT Council 
of Car CZ.~bs, has invited us to participate in this event. He requests that any member who 
would like to display their 1800 to be at the Oval between 8.30 and 9.30 am on the day. There 
is no entry fee for entrants. I shall be displaying my Mkl Automatic and if anyone else wishes 
to do the same please give me a ring. This would be an ideal opportunity to publicize our 
clLJb. 

Included in this month's newsletter is an up to date list of spare parts available for sale, 
exchange or to help out in the short term. The list is compiled from phone calls and letters 
received from ex-1800 owners who wish to see the parts go to good use along with club 
members who can help out, if necessary. 

(\. USEFUL TIP. No doubt all of you have, at one time or another, had oodles of fun fitting the 
exhaust clamp to the manifold and exhaust pipe. As you know one needs three hands and 
triple-jointed fingers to accomplish this task. However, a solution is at hand - fit the two bolts 
into one-half of the clamp and tack-weld the hexagon to the clamp. This allows easier fitting of 
the other half of the clamp along with the added bonus that the nuts can be tightened without 
the bolts turning. 

Enclosed is a revised membership list which includes new members. Colin McFarlane will be 
a valued member as he has been involved with BMC vehicles all his working life and, although 
now retired, still maintains and repairs over 25 1800s in the Blue Mountains area where he 
lives. He tells me there is nothing he does not know about the 1800 and has promised to 
impart some of his knowledge to the club from time to time. 

David Rossiter has regretfujly resigned owing to the sale of his Mkl. He wrote a nice letter 
which included his best wishes for the club along with a $5 donation. 

("\ Expenditure was a little heavy this month due to interstate correspondence and costs involved 
in sending out the 1800 booklet to new members. Our current balance stands at $16. 
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Anyone wishing to use the teflon product Nulon in their engine can purchase it at near-trade 
price courtesy of Len Eastwood. Nulon E20 is short term and retails for around $8.50 but can 
be bought for about $6. Nulon E30 is longer term but should be supplemented first with E20 
for 13 hours or 1 OOOkm after which E30 can be used. It's good for 80,OOOkm and is unaffected 
by oil changes. Interested members should see Darrell Rutter personally at Commonwealth 
Motors, Phillip, stating you are a member of the Austin Club. 

A letter arrived from Aion Products, Bowral, promoting badges. Their products are high quality 
and they specialize in metal badges, lapel badges and embroidered items. Their prices also · 
appear very reasonable. They specialize in cloisonne metal badges where the finished product 
is extremely durable. I have sent them a copy of our club logo requesting a quotation from 
them for both a grill-type form and an embroidered version. Will keep you posted. 

As we go to press there is a meeting of the A CT Council of Car Clubs at Capital 7, .Watson. 
As our club is now off the ground we should look toward registering ourselves and instituting a 
constitution in order to generally find out what is involved running a club. More details on the 
outcome of this meeting next month. [NOTE: A flyer for Wheels 89 is included. If you could 
display it in your local shopping centre or similar it will help advertize the event.] 

At last I can include a club leaflet promoting ourselves and a couple of copies are attached. 
I suggest you cut them in half and carry them in your car and pop a copy under the wipers 
of any 1800s you see parked in your travels. If you could photocopy more of these for your 
own use before you distribute them, all the better. 

Sid Philbrooke rang me to say that in addition to the items listed in the spares list he also has 
two radiators and a rack and pinion. 

Now to our. next meeting and some good fortune. I visited the Canberra Yacht Club to enquire 
whether we could hold our next meeting there. They were very obliging and had no objections. 
Monday evenings were the most suitable for them as their restaurant is closed that day so I 
booked our club in for 7.30 pm on Monday, 6 February. There is no charge and all they 
ask is that we help prevent the barman from falling asleep. I have taken the liberty of booking 
the club in on the first Monday of each month from then on. At last we have a regular time 

(\ .. md venue each month. The lounge we are a!located is called the-Dorothy Norris lounge and 
overlooks Lake Burley Griffin. Sounds good, doesn't it? See you there. 

SAFE A USTINING 

Mick 
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,. -" tiUDiberilO ;AUSTINUOO CLUnNEWSLETTER " ~-t.hrch ItSI( , 

Our new venue saw a record turnout of members which was ~cellent to see. Undoubtedly..the move to 
" ,, :the Canberra ~Y-4Cht Club '.as' the ~ht 'mle. ' Apologies twere ~eOeived i'rom 'Doii-:lJ.'ho~ ~wJit)~~d' a:'-pHOr'> 

engagement. ' 

We welcome two new members to the club, one from interstate and one as a result of our Windscreen leaflets: 

HAMISH 
BURNETT-READ 
JES KIRK 

57 Heathfield Road, Heathfield SA 5153 ,(08) 3393217 

74 Hurley Street, Mawson ACT 2607 862484 'MkII >Sedan 

/ T ,ast month Len Eastwood and I attended the quarterly meeting of the .A CT Council of Car Clubs ,and gained 
(\ _ ,me useful information , Basically they are THE voice for all the registered car clubs in Canberra, Apart 

from raising money for charities by way of social event~ throughout the year they.help with other matters such 
as registration of specialist vehicles, stamp duties, levies, etc imposed on valuable ,and vintage vehicles which, 
through a longstanding agreement, they help to allay (mechanical irispections and the like). ' For iaJlannual fee 
of $10 we can join this council and I proposed the same. The motion was carried by an overwhelming show of 

. .\!.ands . ;: 

Besides organizing the WHEELS 89 event this year, other activities the council scheduleda-e: ':EconomyRmi 
- 19 September, Breakfast Club Run - 15 October, All British Day - 6 November. ,Their next meeting is 
at 7.30 pm on Thursday,20 ApriL ' 

Incorporation of our club was discussed briefly and, though the incorporation proceedings tend to be -a bit. 
involved, we o:ught to consider, it. Some basic nasons are: • .. " ~ " , 

. ; ~~ :':r' .~. ". . . .. - : . :..-- --_ .. - . 

• Should we participate in a display, event or $imilar .and a .member of the public suffer UUury or damage 
by one of our vehicles, they could conceivably sue each member of the club. With an incorporated dub 
they would have to sue the club as a whole. 

• Display, rallies and sim.ilar events - organizers prefer the clubs attending be incorporated. 
," 

• Club funds are not liable for tax. 



... 
Last month saw us enrol on the Life be in it register. Another free plug we can avail ourselves. if you wish, is 
the !?'CC Community ServIce Link. 'What do you think? Ross Loftus is the guy to ring . 

Arhaps the most important outcome of the last meeting was the introduction of an annual fee. Everyone in 
'-----" en dance agreed that we should and Tom Bray proposed a figure of $30. A vote was taken and the motion 
was carried unanimously. However it was also agreed this was not to be introduced until our July meeting so 
as to coincide with the new financial year. We shall also need to elect a treasurer. 

Contributions were received from Jes Kirk, Kathleen Phillips, John 'Evans, Colin McFarlane from Faulconbridge : ~i 

an!i Hamish Burnett-Read from South Australia. O':l:f ,curr~t 'balance now stands at $61. :~ 

n.e WHEELS 89 event on 12 February proved ~erysuc~~sfui,.fu promoting our club. 'We displ~yed MkI and .~~ 
~ sedans and Jonathon's MkI Utility. One car 'was shown-off,camper style with the front seats laid back; -~ 
another displaye~ the cav.ernous boot s~a:~. Weal~o made U .. Plarge pnnte. d pl.a~ard8 outlining the features of -i'" 

the 1800 along WIth a blown-up copy .of the ,cut-away.;rQfile .QUhe 1800. _S~r.sm,gly, many people .stopp.ed to ". 
read these and m&c1ethe usual ~min~ts oli ~h·at '~g9Od. cAr ~hey'--are 7 :roomy, cOmfortable, ~the. beSt:..titey . it 
had owned', etc. During the daylpaid oUr annual subscription of si'o to' the ACT Council of Car ·61~os. ", : l 

. . . . · · I~-=--.. ',~ i' -~ ~. ,;-::. ;~~-,~,-.~!,~ ~; .::. :-.. .'. _~ . :. - ~;:. ,,~.:-.:.,,'l..- . ': '.' - ~ .. _. .: .: ~ =. . _ ~~ 
With reference to the 1800 Cen~,te:..~~ ~~9r~aJ.~atiir~l#.~· Jan~.ary~ewaJ..etter we ·nowhave an ad<h'ess 1 
wlUch may be~f~ .to .meDlhers wh~·iilh~.,M,etbQ~ :~~.P.o£ter~a,d~Heidelburg Heightli, VIC 3081. "~1 
An own~ of. an <~ust}il1800 in '~~;~l:o~~~€":~.~e~tli'~r~~~~c~d' p~~e~ a ~ran~new :: 

~ tum indicator wembly from ~. c~tte]'qr-$i~g~L l'MfigUie;·,·l4r§~nte(~.ells .~e,'1s around half the price " }:: 
(f' ')MJJood Motor. quoted . .... ~,<:,' ':-:; ,.~~{;,..:~» ·;·:~,~::;';;~lJ~--:!7< ·~j.~~ .. -;'~f,.~: ~;"'<~h -;::~'.-;-<, -, .-. .. : ,;c:' 

.~. \ Aion B~~e$ iep~icl'l~'~~co~~~~~~~~:'~~i~~~{~-b'~~t~t~a:tuJtea i~~"~~~ for '~'i5~ diameter '. 
, car bad.gebase4on$oft ·~p:)at.ed·:w~~h :~p09. ,on,~ br~s ~\>~e .. ::~e :~broia.~~j~e..,~ .was quoted at 
. $6 .. each./11teae~~ ;;~e:'btUea ~~::aJi~.aet:.~ .2S . pff!feS~ ' Mos(memt~;'CbiUiderea ~iite ·Uletal badge price ' .. .. 

. ,'.:&5 too ·high;~ iIo';ever~~ Bra'y~\igg~ted.w~ :contact ~heAusiin Motor Veh~~ ;pzv.b of 'Victoria to see if we 

. ~ould obtain s~e -of their' stickef~' with tACT ~ubstittitedfor Victoria. Good id~a .. ~. shall write to Pat Farrell 
. ilid ask'him to make enquiries with 'their printers to see if this can be done. Will keep you posted. 

• • r' -r-- . ~" " _ ~ 

~~~:~~.t~~'.~~~Y.~~f~P~~ ~~,:!~q~~~~~,~o~day, 6 · MarCh~!\t;~:; · ,,~~~)?;0~~W;;~, 

.. 
~. -;~"~ ~ :": ~~ .;:: ~.:; .. 

~OR'SALE C " ' -

;Happy Austlning; 

:: .. :. .. , ~- ,~ ':":MiC1: ' . . 

. .. , 

:.!96.g M1dI ,~; .beige·witA red interior in·-exceHent "Condition: All four dis placers have been replaced 
along 'With .... ~omplete brake reline 'and a reconditioned cylinder bead. The owner, Mr Capp, lives in the 
Singleton.area of.NSWand invites offers. Phone (049) '307204 for-further details. 

The following vehicles: Pale blue MkII (no motor)j Maroon MkI (no motor); Pale green Mkll (no motor); 
-:white MkI motor reclutched (no accessories); White Mkll (no ~otor)j White MkI with a Mkll motor (-top-

:.:cut ·off}.·:Fhre ,te&dleitl full of-spares (most parts). (- .. : .. ~ .. ' . . ' 
": · ~i~ .. ;~" .:; : " ~ 'l • ",.'f~-~i: . 

Also a MkIT Utility (white), good mechanically (stood 'two years), complete with timber Tack and tonneau · 

cover p1u.s to~ bar. ~.2 ,~~Jo. $1500. Conta~t FI:~ Giff2E,yhone 88 3340. ~"' , :: .. ',," -.:..~ 

.. 

. 4 . 

MkI Utility with'~MGB" engin~': 'cC;;~pletely r~c~ndit~ed. · Newduco. carpets, seat and all mechanics. Mat _ ,! 
wheels, 12 months r~go. ~$4000. ~ Jonathon Giffo,r.d J ·,phoDe,.8$ 3340~ ' . ,',:.> i " • " . , ' .. ' • . _ '.i<:': 

.... ..: '".: ~- : - :/ :: '.~~ :-'.; . .:;.~. ., ~.~/~-:~"~-' ~~'~. --.~.~: ~''''~ : -:.: .::.:: .... .. -.. :..~ ".,...:- - "- -... ' - ' . --~ .-' 

A white 1800 Utility in running order; ~ 1800 sea~ cc?Mplete plus ' v.irtually a ' second car in bits and stored 
inside this sedan .. These are stored in ' a shed .on ":a: prop~!y~at Tarago' and the oWner, Terry White, is asking 
SlpOO for the lot. I suspect he will seIrseparatety.lle c~~e contacted on (0,48)49 4587. 

("\)66 Mkr ·man~ '~-~~ gr~ ~ith-~~d'~t~or~' -ThU ~ i. -~ ~~~ eonaiti~~dh-;; ~~t ~uite 
-travelled \t!J)Qq~. 41WW.sIt~a~~ cmd mi1e~~wven. Hara~ J~ all ita life and hu t d only tVclIo\nels. ~~~garage alllitl'f!f~lls regist~cfUhhr muary 1990. Genuine 

'~ fquiries from ent~UJiuta only to Mrs ~~urlt, ,phon~~~06~~~ _.. ~ [Cooma]~ " 
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: ': .' '. I; :;l:·C.-7: '.J : He : auenci.in;: som 2 urgent fami ly busines~ arose .whlch meant 1 bad to go te Tov;nsYiil~ 

Calm ~,L:Ta:lane paic. mE: C1 visit in lus 1800 whilst he was in Canberra re .:en tly G.11cl. Wt l,ad a very in:.erestlr' t 

c ·: :<, ~ . eX::~' G!l~ing p it:c E:~ of lr.fnrmaticn and discussing the 1&00 in general . A~ you l:ncw, Colin had his owr; 

1 11 5inE:~~ b~forE: he r E-tired ana.. until recently, repaired ru.lQ serviced well over twent:· 15C1()$ in his aree- . It- e,C): 
whie:n t ,i: ~::' } L uri~in"lly . Altllough he still has a 'very extensive worksh op for mc-.ir. lenar:ee and rep alE, i~~ 
n ow restTi:t~ ru~ a c ti\"itie~ t o seryicirlg only. 

liE" 1e:l mt " par~s lis~ wh.ich is induced wilD this newsle"te:- . You may n ot.e a couJ:.l", 0: i: <:: lTI;o c<:;.r. 'DE: (.::.. ta:r,,, ":: 
in Can'u e :- r~ 0 littl~ cheaper: for insta!"lC"= . c. v,·ater p'...L.rnp - a :-o :: .. z1d S'57 €}:ci ;ar. ge Gt _?! ~ --":'·.~ I~':'· _'.: (J = : -~ ~ ff:- v: 

, . 
;:;JE: aseC 

~ :.: •. J. :" ::: -: :_ 

'':' .. 11<: foli ov;m; advertisement. was taken from a Sycir: '::Y nE"'·S~ c.!,C" l~st month: CY joints, all rnakE.:s: 
Pb 6-i:!.3 Gb6. A~ai l ! t Lanks to Pat Farrell - he info :-mo mE. t :' ;:: last tim-:- l iE en ~uir€d ".hou: :; j::: r; r, c~ c : 
2. C\' j 01;;: ~ ~ ~' a~ ~ 1 7 ( ; plus tax. That compar€'s IT!o re !r: a r1 fa vo·wc.r..ly v;i ! I: !~[(Jru) C'OC"E F:;! :'~ c: F:: ;' 

~ ; Y i l !f ~ h~ ;r (" ll addres o. tJut it was througl! Pa.: Farrel1 t n c. t I rece:ved an a?~lJ r.:a tio:: fur L i-~ r r:~"':·· ·":· ;? :5h.i;: 

1' ;.10 ( :1.: i~ i r, \\" <de~ ir: th e U E anc , sinC E: lean ung 0: t:leir c-.d::'; es<. I ha .... -= wri:t en h · :.:'. : .. "C ''' :,, :IIS 0: 
0\.! : (. WL e)~;,te l : C':' 1 mcluded a copy of the 1800 boo1;};o: , ~a. .. ~ d.!:!l:-; a rUlid ',wr: or. t ht ~ :: : : ~:. A ·,", s lr c.~:-. . 

( ,: .(~ l:;:~ 6-= L:i (-: m-:-n li o r. vf t be Eimbe~ je : c..T.C Tasw2':-. r: .:,:1,,:, . c: whiclc tD':Y c.!( f! '...;~G·' .. :; ::.: . . ' . ': ~~-: Ai ,~ 
i!. : >..: ~·~:: v:~- r t: ~-. ~ -~-·iJtJl ;~· .-:/ - rtc.:::n: n~v.:-jE-t! e :!._ T h e:!" C!UL _ i : S~"=!T.!. on.ly I'r ecio. : e~ o::r s by (.:: : :: -~': il :~. aLd ~ 

~ ~!T: ~ijJ t (1:. r;. t !iCY cont (.~t U~. n very frujtfu2 ;J1ili ?ti0I ~ \\-i~ r esu}:. liopefuDy the club \yj l.l r e:'::!"";~ c. r €?}y 

~ lJ d c,Je ti lE: lle>:l n :':'<' till£ 

r , 



- ---~.:, -,- - __ --'----'_ ~L_·_- v . <-; '-,:- ': , ' ~ .l ~; ' Pat Farrell (£00 2 ielk.v; t hat he j~ ) \\"t: l li'l ve the na...-:lc eJf t i .: 

C" : ' -.>a~<, \', :, :: ~: m"l;( u p t il,:, s:i::};er5 Ie ; Ii:" Fictonar. A.~n 'c. I have written them , enclosin g our club bSc. 
nl l·j r !;!qu '.: ~tJr' f: a qu o t t: for our ciub , this qu o te should be qwt.e reasonable seeing they already ha .... e thrl<as ic 

/ ,,;>ti n de~i6n m ad e u p . Ii should only remain for them t o includ E- 'Austin' beneath it and encircl ;ith 
'(' emb err," an d Di st ri ct : and ' 1800 Club ' . 

On t he subjecl of car badges I again "''Tote Aion Produ.cts requesting a quote on a smaller quantity of a 
m etal car badge, Because of the extensive hand labour involved they cannot produce one for under $83, so 
it seems the original quote of $25 each for a mjnjmum of twenty badges stands . 

Ti-:anks go t o .:hathleen Phillips for her efforts in producing a membership application form for the club. 'We 

"will ".Ii perUS E:: this and d.iscus ~ the Club Assistance Plan at the next meeting. therefore it is requested that 
~ .,:: meI1l1) er~ make it alon t t e· ti l-:- Canberra Yacht Club~ :Monday, 3 April, 7.30 pm, See you there ! 

-r. • _ , 
J ~~_ 

>:. ~ 1'. -.: ' : :1. ~. >L :"'.lLo:-n"\l: c, ec.r:-. in colol.:.: _ Driveat..! o- wi: h 4 good tyreo an a a spare engine .ess 
cYl ne G':: ' C a: r.~ c:.~ ' DE:- seer. a t :- SULLOL Piace , Farrer and / or contactShaun Breeze at work on Ph 654 .85l. 
A: l:i Ilt: n :J::E: ~ .; .: ' 

t 

kUSTIN MORRIS 

1800 2200 

OWNERS ...... _~ 
1964-1975 

L ::-r: ,e : 1:-: .-".pi: 1 98 .~ _ exactly 24 yea:-s since the first Austin 1800 was unveiled to the public_ the club cat ers 
fc:.: ti !o- i.n~T. !'-1k11 and 1,fLIIl produced by Austin·MoITi~ between 1964-1975, and intend:: t o 'take llll ,r--- it, 
\-'- : : . ;:: ' i r:': ~ -:- \,,'chi-:-:-' var; ~_r.: 0 ' U (;rw iOt!::!y c. pa:-t of tn E; 1800 f amiiy , 

....-. ~ en>:-: : ;,.,. CJ w n " , . ""n : ll,-b;a 5- ', c. I:-Je: ; jj~- CJid iniorm a..i sen-ic", Inrougl, thE: club magazinE LeT.ccrcD Xew E­
v:-: 11'!f ': 1 ::: C', E~: t :.: :llTtlcc..} ti~ ~ . r(~6€~ :' let ter !: , artic.lt:5 OL tIlt car'~ h!s t. ory, new of e,'ent 5: et c. One of OlL 

l . : ~ : ·; -;' : :. i :': :: -21;' l(.c,.:.t- 5- o-~::e:: ( .: ~ ? 4!.:- .,:,: : 1::: ?" ou!" Cc': ~ , 

Tnt ciu ':, wil en cieavou: to a u en c G O wany of the Class ic Co. ;, Shows a~ possible during the year and shaU 
e::c ouya~ e indiviciuol member~ w ·a:tenc. a:: many local shows as they ca."1 , 

II ,. C01 !::io ",, : j oinin; the Ci U-D an ~ h,,:lr. lC' contribute to its futur€: , and to the future of one of Issigoni: ' bes t 

u,-::! ~!~ ~ - ~ il~' l ~ X 



AS 10::- 't.!.e I e...st.-"cbt I :!-el.ut' ~aiOU't, .. ne "toeore'ticio.i Cottr~ctl.ons of Clr.i.ving 
tuc i::-ont. .neeis i=o~ Co fron't-~ocateu eo~ine 'trQnB~SSiOL ~'t are: 

1. ' .. ioe eLgUlc e:.ne. translLJ.SS.i.on occuPi a s,Pace so res'trl.c'tea. 0.1 toe neea. for 
woeel clearance on iull lOCK tnat it .i.S of l~te~ value ior toe alternate carriage 
of ll.4e.~age. 

r 2. .:or a ~:ve:. ler .. gto of car .. oe cuoic content of the rear luge;c.ge ooot is 

~ 
cons.i.ue::-acl;· EFHi nee:.. , ~5 tnere r,:",c. ClE no .i.n'trusion iroIL Co res-"'-Ci.Xle oea.;. Toe 
aosence c~ t~,a usc p=cv.i.~ec 6p~Ce ceoea'tr. tLle rear sea'ts. 

"-AS .. nere l.S LO l.!:. truSl.on C.' .. r.E: ciu'tcn nOUSl.De;, 6earoox c;: ~ropeller-soo...f't, 

tOe 1'ioc::- c"-=. tc set a -; ~rOi.UH"- C; _E:~~::C leve ... , .aLe. f=o:; t.":'e e;ooc neac..roo.:. e,l ver. 

(.. :rL.e rc:..~:::~ c.c;:~;"". -:. :'ILyrOVe ~ ~:"'="';':' s;;et;c. cy Q.iILir.is~~~ iroD'tc.i. 'G.rec., ~Q. 

~r~£ e:.:.c..r.:;c'= E-;'~C:'~:: : ' ~ .; . ..lo\r; e =:.:.~~ ~;.~ c er .. t.rf. 0: f·=G.'~ ':';:T- ' ;,.,:.:.. :;~S;~ =c:~ GL.6~t:6 • 

.". 

--. ... .. - - - . 
~_c;;;. 't _. 

~- .. .. =- - ...... -_. ,­
... .. - --.0:-- " 

... ,.., ..... "" - _. -- ties'; S~~6~ ~ .: ~ :l c; l.c:.r~~i..Lt- 0 : Lor;;;;.~ c.r~vers, 01.:.1" ~! .. e~ere;·ency, 

tLe tn=C~'t.:'e .... :.. ~::. c:=-:..!:.~ ~:-.€ ca::- cac!: snarply or; to a closer rc..:..J.us-
----- ... __ ... .. 

~:"::; 'p- 'L'.; c<:o.r , ;ill fello ... "Cr .. E l,i.:..=ectior. iL 
eVE:r, :..;. conc.i tions 0; .n.ecl-spiI.., ;;roviaeu 

c. ~y comparl.son • .i.~ fron~-eng~ne ~~c rear-~iven cars, ~esion on ~ne axiven 
.Dee:::' E i2 improvea. i:c 'tna't 'tney ca==y cor.si~eracly ILore tn.an ner.J.i toe laaen .... ei~t. 

Tnere are four ~aJo::- :=-ea.sons 'oiny Alec IS61.e$oni& Q.i~ nct nesi~ate to apply 
L1.6 ...lIG i) \!'.:in.i) pnilosepn.y 'tc 'tne JUX) 17 ~ 1800). lD all 'tile years ana. Etillions 
of ~iles experience since 'tr:e f~r6t ~ 15 r~ too~ to ~ne read iL ~~s't 1~55, 
_. z:.c.s ·Deer. ;;=ovec. 'tLat • 

....;;. ,,"~ ::' -~;.rec't ~;..V€ l' =O~ t.:-.: =::-?'j ' S~c;.;,; t~ tne finG..i c..r:..ye e.oes Loto::-ir.e 
.... :..'t.:. :..~ O ",:, Ect;. on~c~€ nO:"SE, ever. "'T.e:: ::"f ~le~es cave beer. re~nec.. 

.... 

.:.~ep~c:a 

~~s:..:-.~ 

'':'r: ... ,; "O.r:E ell.,?lo:.-mer . .... 0:' ~:..r!;"E_=" con" "C:.I:'t-veloc~ 'ty ~i OUlt.S I. 'ouil 't UIla.er 
e:.: .. c ;;,;~: Fc.t.ent.s I co::d'ines reac"O.ic:. t=ansILi t-"eu ~c tne st.eer:"L6 .... neel 'to tnat 
:=o~ ~;-.<; sel.f-strai~r: .. ter.l.::..e ;:=0;e="O.:"=5 cf "Cr:e 'tj'res, a:::c penti'ts ~ aIl61f; 
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RestarTing on an ICY sloptt--no trouble. 
Altered petrol tank and spare w~ wel/ 

. are the only visible differences from 
standard. 

IN THE past few years I have described 
several practical applications of the Fergu­
son four-wheel drive svstem in Motor. Ex­
cept in the case or" the Ferguson car 
-which was designed from the word "go" 
as an all-wheel-drive vehicle-these have 
.consisted of adding front drive to cars 
normally driven through the rear wheels. 

I have just spent a week<nd with a car 
representing the opposite technique­
adding rear drive to a front-wheel-drive 
car. The model concemed is an Austin 1800 
and I should make it perfectly clear that 
the conversion was carried out purely as 
an engineering exercise designed to inveS­
tigate the problems involved. The car I 
drove was in no sense a prototype and you 
will find nothing like it in Austin catalogues 
at the next ,\iotor Show. 

In one way, the problem was an easy one 
as there was no question of finding room 
alongside the engine for a forward propeller 
shaft and final drive or of threading half­
shafts through an existing suspension sys­
tem to drive steered wheels. Against this 
were the equal or greater problems of 
finding a spot for a power take-off (especial­
ly with an east Iwest engine), arranging a 
rear propeller shaft under a floor not de­
signed \\;th anything of the son in view, 
and adding a final-drive unit and half­
shafts at the rear. In practice, the whole 
thing has been done so neatly that it might 
almost have been pan of the original de­
sign. The amount of what engineers cali 
"cutting and shutting" has also been kept 
to a minimum. 

The lavout is illustrated in the accom­
panying pair of drawings which show . the 
scheme in plan view and side elevation. The 
BMC 1800 engine-transmission unit is un­
changed (xcept that the transmission casing 
is modified to accept a four-wheel drive 
unit and a pinion housing replaces the 
normal cover. 

The standard final-drive gear is replaced 
with a gear of equal size in which the 
centre is modi£~d to accept two epicydic 
differentials. In the first of these (which acts 
as the centre differential) the drive from the 
main gear is taken to the planet wheels 
which pass it on respectively to the annu-. 

1800x4 

Abo~: The modm.d $ump MId geMtlox 
cesing. Mid m. pow.,- telctl-off to tllll 
"11" tIIIhIIfIl$. 

Left: This view show. the ""' drive shllft 
a""ng"",.nr liS _1/ liS the ",vised fuel 
tank lind $P_ whHf housing. 

Ferguson four-wheel drive on Austin saloon 
by Harold Hastings 

Ius and the sun wheel; owing to the 
differences in diameter, tms provides an 
unequal torque split between the front 
and rear wheels. For reasons which will be 
discussed later, approltimatel~' 60''(. of the 
torque is applied to the front. 

The second differential takes its drive 
from the annulus of the first a.ld splits the 
front-wheel torque equally between right 
and left-hand wheels; this is achieved bv 
using an epicyclic differential of tho: ty~ 
having the planet wheels in meshed pairs, 
with one wheel of each pair enpged with 
the annulus and its mate engaged with the 
sun wheel. Relative movement between the 
planets of each pair cancels out the etTect 
of diameter JitTerenc.:s in sun and annulus 
and gi\·es the desired equal torque split. 

Limitation of ilifferential action be­
tween front and rear is achie\·ed bv the 
spe,-;al Ferguson system whi.::h, in ' prin­
~;ple, consists of connccting the front and 
rear by additi0nal gears, the ratios of which 
conflict with the main drive ratio. The 
contlict is resolved in norma: running by 
free-wheel clutch.:s which po:rmit over-run 
to take place. \X·hen, howe\·er, front or rear 
drives tend to speed up, this is permitted to 
the extent allowed for by the discrepancy in 
ratios; at that point, the appropriate free­
wheel clutch locks and no additional 

ditTerence in relative speeds is possible, 
although the percentage difference at the 
lock-up sp.:ed can be continued inde­
finitc:ly. 

:-Jonnally. two contre! units l1re provia­
e:d. One limits front spin (or rear locking, 
which would produce similar speed 
ditferences between front and rear); the 
other (.ontrols rear spin (and front locking). 
[n this case, however, it was decided to 
5implify the installation by using only one 
control unit, this taking care of front spin 
and reducing the risk of rear locking. 

Applying nearly 6u% of the torque to 
the front whc:els is the exact opposite of 
what has been done in previous installa­
tions but the:se, of course, have concerned 
tront<ngine rear-drive {" .. rs. In the case of 
the 18UO the: opposite torque split was 
chosen tor three main reasons: 1 the 1800 
is a predominantly nose-heavy car; 2 the 
I!xisting front-wheel drive is already capable 
of taking 100'; of the torque and advan­
tage was taken of this fact to save weight on 
the rear drive; and 3 maintaining a 
preponderance of torque on the front 
meant that the excellent handling of the 
car would not be basically changed. 

The choice of this torque split also led to 
the decision to use a singie<ontrol unit 
since it was felt that with the torque and 
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weight distribution involved. neither front­
wheel locking nor rear-wheel spin were 
likeh. It was also decided to omit the 
.\iaxaret. 

The actual front / rear torque split at the 
::ntral differential is 64/36, but when the 
,i'ect of front and rear final~ri\'e ratios are 

' .. ken into consideration, this givcs a ratio 
at the wheels of 61 /39. The necessarv front 

rear speed difference to keep the control 
unit ciull:h free und.:r normal running 
conditions is obtained by using different 
final~rive ratios at front and rear. At the 
front, the standard BMC ratio of 3.88:1 is 
retained but the ccmbined ratio of the two 
pain of bevels in the rear drive is 
1.158:1-in other words, a front spin 
allowance of 15.8<:'(. 

A beauty of the rear-drive arrangement 
is that it has been possible to provide a 
substantial step down in propeller-shaft 
speed. Thanks to a 35/19 forward bevel 
du:t:r, the shaft speed is n:uuced by 
nearly half, with the result that problems 
of vibration and balance are greatly . re­
duced. At the rear, moreover, a bevel ratio 
of 15 /32 makes it possible' to use a crown 
wheel of very modest size. The actual rear 
ratio is ~ .493 and the resultant overall ratio 
\front and rear in combination) 4.103: 1. 

As will be se,;:n from the general arrange­
ment drawings, the short pinion shaft at the 
front slopes down relatively sharply to the 
forward universal. This has been done to 
enable the propeller shaft line to be accom­
modated in the shallow tunnel in the 1800 
floor (normally occupied by the exhaust 
pipe) and to avoid modifications to the 
forward foot ramp. The angle involved is 
12 -! r.c- in the static condition and this is 
taken care ,of by a special Hardy Spicer 
offset-sphere, constant-velocity, plunge-join 
designed io cater for a permanent change in 
alignment rather than temporary variations 
due to relative shaft movements. The latter 
do not occur in this case as a result of 
suspensioll movements, but slight changes 
in angle can occur when the tranverse 
engine rocks on its mountings owing to 
torque variations. 
, Because of the relatively low ~peed and 
low torque factors, propeller shafts of only 
1 ~in. diameter arc possible. They are su~ 
ported by a centre bearing secured direct to 
the body by' metal straps and the rear shaft 
incorporates ,two Hook joints. The rear 
final~rive casing is bolted via rubber 
mountings t(l a cross member welded to the 
floor and there is a rubber-mounted tor­
que arm attached to the floor iust forward 
of the a.xle. Except fot the actual final-drive 
gears, the casing, differential and half 
shafts are mainl\' Mini Cooper parts which. 
of course, ar.: easii\' able to withstand th.: 
loads involved. Th~ ends (If the standard 
1800 trailing arms are moditied \(l accept 
new hubs but the suspensIOn itself i~ 
unchaneed. 

Tlte 'onl\' mha modifications consist of. 
raising the' sll:ering rack slightly. mllvin!! 
the exhaust lilk In one sid.: ,wit:. a sli~ht 
loss in ~ound clearance I, s\\in¢n~ th.: fuel 
tank through a right angil: to provid.: 
clearance lor the nearside halt~ shaft and 
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Oi..iiPUT F po,,"~ 
GEARBCW t 

30"1, TORQUE TO 
n. H. FRONT WHEEL 

FRO'lT TRANSFER 
GEARS ,. 

40% TORQUE 
TO R[AR AXLE 

~ 

Ir.-a....;;;_ EPICYCLIC CENTRE DIFf . 
60/'0 TORQUE SPLIT 

Dillg'lImmlltic Illyout 
showing how th~ d,ive 
is tllken f,om the 
sllmdllrd 1800 t'llnsfe, 
g~lIrs lind dist,ibuted 

I 

'-- EPIcYCLIC FRONT DIFF. 
~o/so TORQUE SPLIT 

to the f,ont lind rell' on 
lin IIpproximllt~ 60/40 
torquil bllSis, Only one 
cont,ol unit is us~d lind 
the Mllxllret b'lIking 

'systllm is omitted, 
3 o~. TORQUE i 0 
L. H. FRQNT WHEEL 

transferrlng the spare wheel to a vertical 
position insid~ the boot. 

In practice, the installation has involved 
a distinctly smaller weight penalty than 
usual, adding 56 lb. to the front of the car 
and 78 lb. to the rear, giving a total addi­
tion of 134 lb. compared with a usual of 
around 200 lb. In its converted condition, 
the weight ,distribution is little changed, 
giving a static laden front /rear ratio of 
56/44. 

A run of some 230 miles in the con­
\·erted car left a very favourable impres­
sion. The conversion seemed to me to give 
all the normal advantages of four-wheel­
drive, most of the advantages of the full 
Ferguson system and no penaltics what- , 
soever in handling. Indeed, it is doubtful if 
any regular 1800 driver wQuld know the 
difference if this particular example were 
handed over \\ithout telling him that it was 
the one and onlv 1800 in existence which 
has a rear axle! He would, moreover, need 
to be rather observant as the only external 
give-away is a glimpse of the rearranged 
tank and spare-wheel well peeping below 

the rear bumper. 
Unfonunately my opportunity to drive 

this car came on a sparkling winter da~ 
when most of the snow had gone, but I die. 
succeed in finding an "Unsuitable for­
Motors" lane where there was still a good 
smattenng of snow and, more important, 
the d.:ep ruts were filled with smooth icc. 
Stopping and starting on this gave abso­
lutely no trouble and called' for no finesse 
in engaging the clutch. 

Because this conversion was carried out 
purely as an exercise, cost cannot be asses­
sed, but if it were ever put into .ubstantial 
production, the cost would be considerably 
less than with other installations, thanks 
both to the simplification of the system and 
the extensive use of existing manufac­
turers ' pans. In addition to its well-koo'IA-n 
advantages in traction, the system might 
also have points as a means of accommodat­
ing a much more powerful engine in an 
1800 because it would enable the extra 
power to be put mainly through the rear 
wheels, leaving the front drive with its 
existing very ample safety margin. -- r----

----------------------------------------------------------
I 

" 
------.------ -----------"" :_-.c, ..... ___ --

-_ ... _------------------------...... _---------_::=-------:--------------
Gen~,"1 arrangement d'lJwing of th~ IJcrual 
car. f,om the original blue' prlnt Basically, 
the modiflClJtions IJre qUite astOnishingly 
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C an berra and District Aus tir; 1S0( C] :.: ·~ 1 , • . 
•• j ...... 

,- ';:--. ;, .,' , 'I!ill t ~ I.l \, w;:: notice ti li" n lc,ntl: is tlH' name change to our new~ Jt-tte!. Landcrab i : .~ : :; ' < 

.:-: : '-, 1'. abc] io,,;d;', ~ Ui l ~ t he 1S0n. I ha.o piann,:d ' early on to rrl G~;e tne ci-. c.ng'O' r.'...; '.':a~: ·: ':: l:l.~ : . . . 

(-~: .ll i\'ersc.~\· ' \\o{. il dY t,:' s tCCi (j ~: .\ l ilc r eC1SC~ ( , I ; nUTIll.'ers over tile PC1~~ ~'e o :- aTlG. G.: -:.ilou ~ L \ 
::',! ' ' .!: Ii. ia c: JI ,ciueing our int erstate members) , we caL safely sa~' we are i1Tml~' est ablishe6, 

'j i ,,' .\ prd II ll"' \i llg S;IW 11 of ll ~ tum li p, iJlciu uin[ 2 m 'w members , one of wh ich hai l, fron: :i\S \ \' I E ·. C' >,· , e 

i! ,' It " j UCI.' ilim idle r ' : 

(; '.' or~' r:u: ELI! 
,\l lcir('w DO\\' !\ ]\ (; 

~) :da.c:'l dcp.: StH·<: :. PCf'{' .-\ C ~ 201.; 54 , l~S3 

PO Box 1. Illl skisson NSW 2~o-1(j 

; ,1); 1] AU1C; 

~IkJIl Manu al 

:\ !".,iu!.:.ics wcre rccci \'cd from Dill \\' ileclc r WIIO wa..s unaLl c t o att.end due to eye problem5, The meeting 
~Jld 1Jd (· d tll(' Si!ln(' old fa ccs an d it would h(> great if we coul d sec a few mOTe members roll up, ever •. i:~~· 
1,0\,' ;,, ',e tl l('1. . 

ro~ ll los(' of ~'OU wl :o d idn' t know. one of our members was victim to a vandal attack on his 1800 recer.t\. 
L! ~ l Jr;(.ll it l: Lel l L?,SI wood'~ 1 SOO was taken from where he lives - ail tbe window~ were smasi ied . iIICj ;.loi H 
!I l', SUI. 1"0'-':: t l,e stereo r adio . en and cassett e tapes were wrecked, :Kat content witL th is wreci-:a s c tl : '~~' 

o:·c i];lC' ' }: '. C01! ;" )! '-' GGo)'tlOi'-.r c . ,r·'~p d('\ and npped ou t t he wirin;, FOTiu nct ei:: t hey werE: t Ile. 6:~ : ·.: : : ,_ 
f". nli i: ii,: ,:: i...:1. IJiol ld !!'.:'(~ t e.· g el ! , !~ C,-,i Ouck without a n\' furt her damage, but m os: of his toolS w('r~ 0'.' .~ 

o 

\\'1 1;' 1: 1\'.' ,. ('.~ ( ,U T Cit,I ' TI1CIT: l.Jc r ::. ica ~ ! : ,'c : of this (Bob Hull an d AI,drew }, lc C; rego;), ti,,::.- heiped Ler; !" ,: :, ":.' " 

I '_' ;l ],, ('f': : :: ': : ' · \" :UJ::" ', : . . p;,r :~ ol!(: ~ fI(,; . : man ~ a n hour 11eJping Len r epair ti l':: carn age. Fortunately, t i:e f.: .s.>: 

\': ,, ~ UlilOUC! ,hj an c l. CI I ':; C~i I ~ lIC'I'.' t,i1C~; ill one piece, Bot h Bob a nd Andrew deserve our reco~rj,; ;,;r! ic-: 
tj li~i; (-1>7);'11 lit co ri' ::' 

Ju st prio r t e, last m on th's m(:c tjT!~ W t' received our first correspondence from the Ausii7i -.V07Ti,c l S(}()":' ~ :,' 

Chrll u.5 Cluu of 11 ·01 f.<. in tb e t 'E. Tlt{: i ~ fo under member i~ Dill fraser who runs the cl e ':,; , Jl e Wf('· i~' " > :.: 
GII (: iJ:tere~l i ns. letter outiilli Ilg t!t eir iwginnings, aims , objecti\'e~ , members and some u: t heir cars. T1 1e:, 
difier fron l ~ur clu o in that tt ley ca:cr for ALL 18005 , including the Morris, Wolesley AND the Au:,;r.. 

Ao di ti onally, th eir mod els include tile ~\lkIII and'S' models - not imported into Australia - ana span;: 
;] ,\ · (' ; lr~. lll cl llckd ill tli e ir c.orrcspondell(' (' was their first two T1('\I'si(' t\crs (pu blished quart e rly ), !i],Nocopi(';: 

of s.:] ':" b rocl lUrc~ , wilid scr{'cD postcards , an application form for membershiI ' . mem berslli p ca r d . alIa SOlD(' 

! ,iIC'lO!!r<:Jlh~ . 011 (' o f the>,!' pbolm ~h o\\' s Dill's immaculat e lo()~:inf. Wolesley 1800, Their club i ~ jus: OJ: G 

\ ~ 'd ui ,; allJ Jlr('d;ll (, ~ our:; olll~ ' l.Jy OIl(' mon th , [A li mat eria ] r ('cei\'(· ~ from other clubf is al \\'a~' 5 a\'aii;,l,ie 

b : '. ip\I'iTlf! at ou r cluh mpctings,:: 

:\ 11 i '( )l l ~jl d bit \)elaH·<I, o llr cOll s tit lItion and membership form have at last been drafted , Geo:'ge Pari;er 

r 

t 
t 



- ~ 
,: . :~ ~l{ ' , : ilalJllc , ' ( ,! ti l': ( h.: !.·~ f! ~:';i : 'f: [" j,el (p ri o 7 t o r:', a ili , li; , Lis l ii: Wsk:, ;:: T I s ~', Jl d~. at Sl , the lowe~t it 

:. , ' - I ·· .. , J ]. , . , ,: , . :\1 (J ill' 11'~ xl IW''' lilig WI: wi ll haH' to PdS~ t 1>;:: 11~lt aJ Ol;nC: 1l1 1 ·I C ~., . c/ ( () '.r~ (: , allYOlle wisly--- to 

!, ;,:: I" ,:·: : yt'; : r ',; fl'(' l~J() for ACT alld di"trict members) iI , ad\'alice 

:\ 1":: '.' \': ]) u \\' llill )..!,. currelltly of Sydney and own e r of an Austill I S00 ;,lk III , wa s ill Cal.ue rra the weekend 

<If ~, :\ \,1 i! ,t1ld lali !,!; 111 (';, a:,killg if I would like to see it beforc llis rcturn to Sycil! cy. I\o guesses as to my 

't li ' \'."; . \\ ' ill l le:,~ thall all hour's n oti ce I ran£ around info rming as mdllY members a s 1 could. 

r 
1 , ~ tLu;- ': (/ II '; wh o II ll': Allclrew t h;, t mOrJ ling. w '" were p~j \'ile~ e d t o ir! spect t ili~ beaut specimen. T he ca r 

;. : ;, ", !:;; ;, i ll ufd ... ·; . ,-\n d r(' \\' t e ll in g u~ lie Iiad ju st r eh u il , t '!,p motor t o ~ ,1G or<;:cificalion ~ and jus: fi :lis!i ':C 

tl : ; i;!: ~ it . '1'111.' <:l lgiw· sported twi n St"s sugg~sting t1.a: it. (ould get Ul' dna gc, - IT DID wh en 1 wa s ginl : 
,. :rii:~ dri\'\.' Jill/,' L Ik illf: GIl imported [ligii~ lt m 0 ,i~: thE'r~' were qu ite' G f ,:-\': c :r<:' r r·TU.' ~ : 

t,.': cY1JlHJ': ! : l: ~; ~~ .;: ; ~ ~. ::l ~ I1 1 J: l l:i.: :i. .c. r·~-:_ . 
. 1 ~ C111!..:: h (t\",, : . :- 1 !.~~lt·c~ I: unnr ( c·',"' I: :- l;.S : : . . 

. co'.....: IJ'~ 1 :0 ~.- ~·. (:: :. , r .. . G: ~ i.inb m <'.~ · 

.~: : ~ : :..~: :'~G.~ : ic h and ;'3.' 

·L,e.; . :.\,. '. ;";';: G: ~ ll il dIe lef: : 

c':: ·> · [ Y . : : : ' L/ ll sic;,:- 0; 

t . I f ) \ ' ~ ... ! I II ! i fJ :-- f I ~ ! iII C 
. .. . . . ... ~ ~ . .... .. 

at. <~ !r- ('(lna:t J ,~· ! ! tl : \ 0;- Sll r. , .~-:. ~ ~C.-. (· ::: : : .: 1\(' [1 ', :.: j.~: ::._' _ " 

~: .... .' ~ ' . . 

I • •. : ! • . ' j ~ : : ;,' ! I ' • (j {I ~: t (1 ! . 

. , : i: : '.'i . . >·-: ,v· .... ~j l Z_ : ... · i~ . ...;\·;.:' c ~;c ~ · i ll" t<; cUT; 2.. t!J~ 01 : -:- \::~ : L II! '? ="~~:Y.'~ : C l S~(" ': r : p)ie of IbO(; parts . II 
" '; i: ; ' .·i( . J;, .' Ui:- ', J (17 ·u oe. i ~ iocCit eo or, t i:C' mai l; higi!"1,'C:- ' ( l r. tJIC' 5( " :·. :'-:' ~ !, (' f' '''' ' of lowr,. Ii. cali easii:. 

1)(· ' p ut l':'l wltll til C' lla nl !' ' "\\J _til l ' s et ilil O thc oricJ.;work abo\'(' tl. p gar"E '" · 

:\: ;;, ~ i l f. ' \i l u lj l i ~ lt e\\'~let t er is a list of some t i E prices of n ~IC 1800 part~ - supplied by our \\'elsh 

l'-' 1 1 Jll '~ ;-J>art. Tile compiiri son of prices with ours is surprising. The prices lIsted are in UI{ currency and the 

1',11( ' c/ CX C];a llg/.· is approxilnatdy ~7r to tb e Auslralian doHar. 

T l:f:' n e xt meeting is J\1onday, 1 May. Sa!{' Aust ininf· 
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F:\ r; A.C.T . 

(1 6~· · bCj ~ 1 9i 

c.c :· E ~ ~1S 3 

S ~ARING SUPPLIES PTY. LTD. 

'::' J ,cr'.':;) i IV ~ -INDUST RIA'", -AGRICU LTURA,L 

:>::': c., Fledle ' 5eaw'lgs • O d &. Grease Sea is 
U ~l!V£IrSJ ; .J oin ts · Loc tne· F-roouct ~ 

V','2 :e, Pu n "s • '0' hlng s 
r. :1S • \ \':-I ee ! • Gearbox • D ifi erentla l 

8 [,1 418 i Deiiveries. 11 .30am daily 804193 

Ask for Mark bol in. 
Tel l hlC yo~ ar~ E ~ 
A~s:i ~ :lu t [ e ~ber . 

:\lb liJ ; 'la.:;m(lJ. wil l. l ~O(j cHgine in rUllnillg order. ~l olor recollciliolled hy ,Uonl'onr. 
.\Ioll)/'o- atJou~ 'L F " a~o . 1'.lotor runs welJ but needs new water pUlllP; is an early MhJ 
( 11 0 fu('~ pump ). Car u l! rc-~ and in Florey. S150 o.n .o. Pj·, }.1id: S~.5:2G2 fo r adores:, . 

GI\ ' r. A\\"AY :2 h o nt brake di .sc~ (ru ;;: y bUl good i 
~ tdkll ( manual ) drivcs haftf 

r P;i ir \\UI front swivcl hubs. Ph 82.52G2 
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Canberra. and lJistrict Austin 1800 Clu b 

I!G:; E..: J o :..: Y."( 'ODDnID GE 
;.:,") E\ () }<~ ~ 

73 1\10!"gc-.Il Crescent , C ur tin" ACT 2CO·:' 
(; SalT':' , Piace, TorreI'~ ACT 2G07 

<:J 2 3504 
66995 

June 1989 

11kI Manua: 
11kII Automatic 

.'\:,·.j::'f i (:'~ W(, F c "'("C' ;':": flon~ D!!i \\'heeler ane Bob Hull. Two ot her folk who wish to join our club : 

0.-- ! ":~C l llP.HD): ; : 
.:.:i.;.L n Oll:', : 

:.: j Jar iat Place, hambah ACT 290:2 310 167 
:: [rile Pia ce , Lyons ACT 260 (: 852 93G 

11kl Manual 
1l,'IkII 11anual 

]'Clc' ; llard in~ i.~ ~ cioJl(~ nnl Cl ; work in converting the mechanicals from <1- MkIl into his Mk1 and hasn 't finishec 
~'~. :. 11"- i , very }; e(,.:. t o enter his 1800 in a future Bourke to the Black Stump Bash and is currently looking har< 
fl': C: ~pu :H;Or. J: is Yery unlikely that Alan Rohan will attend club meeting as our venue clashes with an alread : 

Lt.:. La:.;, wooe. en G 1 c-.llended the recent quarterly meeting of the ACT Council of Car Clubs on 20 April. $290· 
W ;';" coll,,:ctec; at t il£:' gate during the WHEELS 89 event last February. Cheques for $1450 were each presented li 
t il':: r:oya] Lift:' SaYing Society and SHOUT" The proposed date for the WHEELS 90 event is 10 February. Th · 
lied n t(;I: ting of the ACT Council of Car Clubs is 8 pm on 20 July, to be held at Capital Television, \\Tatson. 

Tile hlini Clu'(j is organising a Bush Dance out at Hall on 27 August and we have cordially been invited . Th, 
cost will be r:.i l;imum and will probably include a buffet-style meal. Further det ails should be known ~by our nex ' 
meeting. '; ounci~ like i~ eQuId be a good evening out. 

\\"l:iis! o r: t hin~= ~<.· ci?.} - liO\'; would you like a game of Putt· Putt Golf? For G gronp of ten 0::- m ore tho' cos 
r'C ·l '.-~ b", ~' .~ b~ c':: ,::: ~ <:r. ': 32.50 for the kid" . Furtller details are to be had from Gf'orge Parker or. 5~~ :2':'3 . 

Fo r ti j u ~(' of )'O'l-' \':1: , . c r. 1:(': have a workshop manuaJ for thE: ]800.- here 's your chancE.. The cost is ~lCj and an:­
intc rc!'ted club m emh (:' r sl iOuld place their order with George , ringing him on the above number. 

One oi our out-oJ·town mernhers, Ian Davey of Goulburn, plans to upgrade his MkII to performance level. Anyon( 
wl :o ca n hel p witll procuring twin SU's, 11 en camshaft, extractors , competition clutEh and the like SllOUld Ie: 
hirn know. I'm sure iJe woulJ also appreciate any hints or tips you may have. Ian's addrc'ss appears on th t' up tc 

date r11embersliip lis: ill ciuoed with this issue . 

Also enclosed you \\·ili find an article extracted from a recent Car Fix It which desCribes the 1800 group 0: venid, 
and what to look for whell buying secondhand. . '. . ' ~ 

1 ;;m told there are curren~ i y a f~w 1800s in the wreckers yardE . ACT Wreckers and LE..:.'; Spare~ of Quea~~~ 
b;,\'(, TI\'e between tilem, including a ute . Parkwood \\'reckers cd sc. haH' four or five whicl, are well wortll l~ 
'" . , ~.' 
\Vi:L rderel .:, 10 t hE differences between tll €'. ~lkll and !,1kIIJ listed last mor:th, th.e most important 

f'\\' 4:1~ omitt~d, n'amely, that. the ~Ikln dispensed with the gearchange cablcs and utilised a rod systf>'CI~'lfilJ la 

the> min i. 
r , 
• 

.' .'- . 

.---~--~----'- .---



" _ _ ,, .\ _ _ ,,, ~ "_"""""' . ~~. ' ___ ' _'__ __' -..&~--" 'd "'. • _____ _ _ • _ _ . _ ...-_ _ _ • __ 

:. ' '. i J l~· J j! ~C '. · : ]' :pc:- 1 {,' : I\: \ ( ) cna l,. d -;. ~ :! ,:-: t !.'. !, ·:, ,:y·;:o ;·1. (~ l ' \l .- } ~( J ', . ! . L· ; '. ! . ". :' ~: -:: ~' . 1: c p p c ars tL c ~'c \1:£;:"" ( , 

~ I/'.: ~ 0; "lr ul ( tl le rod belweeli th e di spJacer alld suspcnsion arm ) , t1.'-, short er OM- found mainly on the 1111:] wIle , 

;'. 1Ii<!1I : Ca S',!,- , all eXIra spacer was fitled 10 l ire rea, of th(? displ o.cc:. 0 11 the }.1 kII no spacers were fitted 3 ="'\ 

" ,~, ; ;It \\<: .. JUJlger ;lJlll tbcrefo:c 1I0t rl: <j uired . .cheT til( years 2.j ~ C il , tllC course' of t Le illt.:'\·jt able suspensiOli ~urf 
db jilaccn; and struts were mixed when cffectHlg rep ai rs witlt secondl1and parts . Consequently, MkI displac wi t 
111(' space,r - AND - the longer strut resulted in th e pipe curving a round closer to the bodywork. 

DiJ yuu know a HoldeIl oil filter '",,' ill fit onto the 1'-lkII engine? However this is definitely NOT recommelldc 
bec~use the 1800 filter has a one-\vay valve and thereb~' retains the oil in the filter ~hereas the Holden one dot: 
not. This, probably accounts for the large price variation. It is obvious that, should a Holden oil filter be usee 
tLcrengine would be starvcd of oil until tIle filter fin ed witll oil and cou ld very easily result in bearing dam age. 

~ 

O IIJ club now receives a copy of the }'IG Club's mon.h]y magazine- 2.nd Laurie Gardner of the 11ini Club ha 
jlJ om i!-ed th e same. These, together with ali a',aiiaole literature , c.rE a':ail<:. bi", for ,;iewiTig a t each cb b meeting . 

1'1 1':: Ill etric cOJwers ion stick-on lab e l ~ fo;' t } ! ~ >f' c;:::::o:netE'; ( mer. :i o;.':.' ·~ ; :, ,. c·L ':iol.::· ne \':si':' ~ ler j are sti:i a\'ai i <--b ~ 

:;'0::. l 're-n !ler lr:strun lClJts , Badham St ree: . L: ::.r:S:ii ,. and cosi ~' 2 . 

L r~ :" L" stwood llaE procured' anotller conta ,: : j0; '"0 i I: t he way 0: r <.c.;" ,:· ; 5':: ~ ' .. ;:: : :: ~ . L e·.·i!"·" Radiator Sen'ire w j ' 

k J,J, ; ":t ~r m sliouJd w(- have any radidtor proiJ ie;ri: : enquirie~ si!e ;:.::: '~. :.: c lrec1. ('d 1( ' Pet.er, telling him you ar 
iTt'l l! ~ L (' .-\u slil. 1800 Club [ph one number -l7~ -;- 07:. 

. 1 J I " , .. . f . . .. . " '1 f hi ' 0 il i l ;I ilk d witll t lis news ctte, is t 1(" mCml>~ r~il lp appllCatlOn arm >. ''; : ~ ' :-> :' ,' WJtl : ae i. ... ! :. 0 : t e e uu as'-, .;inc 

!,inl/ 0:: ti le re\'erse. Fee>' \Vi i] b e: accepted ;,,1 ti,e next meeting. Yvc: : ~ . c : .. \':i ~ : 1(\ pa:, I!. l: ,S: aHnents as 1 0r.; . ...2ra 
2.J I U hatideen Phillips have aOll e , or you may pay it in one go whic i, h G ~' and J oar, Woodbridge did. The choic, 
IS ~· (j ll r s . 

)'( 1\1 may 0; InC.:' not ).;lio\': that in this wO:lderfuJ capital v i' ours. ;:-. :1. ': ~'~ c.: ion G.l Library, are copies of ever.­
l :, ' .;" ri! : ~ .i ollfLaJ e\' .c r pl :i)·i::.i l (~ d in :\ustraliG.. These can b e \' iewe:6 ;::, :-' Gr. : .. c:f t lie w(:ei: fo r free and , as d bonu, 
:'(,,; way pi10tocOpy an~' article for a modest fee of lO¢ pe:; page. leI, Ea5l.wood and I spent a very rewardin ~ 

lnorJIin g there recently gathering 1800 information which has Leen add ed to our library. 

'J ilt: IleXl meeting will be at 7.30 PJ.11 on :Monday, 4 June, at the Canberra Yacht Club. See you ther{: 
S' :j·': :\ u!' tin ing, 

}.lick 

Fc,!'t Leoming Events 

Ti ,,: P eug01 Association of Can berra plan c.;: endurance run to Cameror: ' ~ Corn .:: lv-I t June and invi te other ca ' 
ci ,. ·: ·· 't\ . p a;- t icipate. For furt ll er informatioI, call Peter Flanagan. pi. SS-i 2-11~ . 

~) 
.~ I" ~ : : i (; Car Cl ub acJvi sc~. tL <l t CJ. S\\'ap me(: , i,. t o be i1ei d In GOU ii ll l!l. c. :, l H ' ..... ed:ell o of 2'2/23 Ju k Fun ne · 
v::,,; .. ' ;,:'.' 10 ] )e llad by pliolJi ng DOl! IJro\':n Oll 49 CS-1 G. 

: ! i c, : ~.t ill': Ciuu of Calibcn" has offe ree t o organise tllE E CGn m n: .. I\. U L ':' ! ~ \ . :)EJ) tember and more details wiL 
'u(' ]; 11 0 \\'1 , at tIle next meeting of the ACT Council of Car Clu bs . 

Ti":JI: i.· t o he a Frencll Day Itcld on the lawn:; of the Oil! Parlii1II)t~ nl Hou se 011 1G July, pari of the Frelld 
Ll ccnteu; ,ia l celebrat ions. 

P' 
T !iC' \'0: ',0 Car Club will be' organising the Breakfast Run this year OIl 15 O;::to:)er. This ev.ent normally coinmenc~ 
G I & am and consists of approximately a half-hour run, with t11e host. cb b organising a barbecue afterwards. 

T i;(. A;; · B ritisll Day is to be held OIl 5 November. 

rOJ{ S:\. 1. E 1 D(j j Austill 1800 ~lkl. ?\laJ\ual. new eng ine, pal !." greer. ill coio1! T. long rego, immaculate 
cOlluit ioIl , 82500, Phone: ?\largaret \\'i1aljey (065 i .5% ·5% after hours (Port Macquarie). 

Austin 1800 Ute. ?\Iust be in exceptional condition. Top price will be offered. Contact f'" 
-..../ 

Penn Bradley, ph 81 5479. 

}'H:1 bodyshell. Coniact Peter Harding, ph 310 167. 
-- _ .. "'- ---

-----------_._-- ----- ,---~--.---. - ----_. 



--'NSIDE INFO: II 1800/2200, WOISElEY 18/8S 

T ne 1790 cc h-senes ob\' e:l=;: 
is generaliy a trouble-free um:. 
Ta::met noise is commo~. but is 
nothing to worry about. Cned: 
the front face of the engine b iod: 
br signs 0: coolant leakage frorr. 
L"~ ~w'::ncier aas}:e~ _ 

Tne 2227 Cc E-se::es ~cr_;e 
suffers from worn bia-end bEar­
ings.-· given ·· awaY -as a loud 
thumping from the bor.:;,m of the 
engine on starting . Tne engine 
t.as to be li....'ted from the ca; to 
repiace these - a major job 
since the engine/~earbox urllt is 
very heavy. In good condition 
the engine should produce 
about75psi from Cold 

Mk I and 2 cars have a cable 
oneraled aeart:hanae wh!c:: 
works ~ nOht so lana as it !.S 
cc.rreCL'y adJusted. IBcx:l Mk3 
c.::~ ::2:':-models hev: c be:re: . 

lUQae!1l1C . On both .modelE 
press the clutch .pedal down a: 
idle - if the e~gine speed drops 
dramatically . dem'! 'buy the car 
unless you , ar~ 'Willing to .do . 
nea • .., mecllimical work. On the 
1 BOD it mea.~ L~e ~l:1;ch release 
bear..nc needs reol2.cL'lG - th;: 
parts -are cneap .but . the 
engi.'1elgearboxbas to come OU! 

to re~ew It. On tht 2200 it means 
tha: the crankshat tl1TuS~ ­
was,'r}ers are breaki."lg up . 

'On moaelS witi. nower­
steering 9IlS'.u-e that there are 
nc leakE. and tha: it operates 
'quietly. Non-PAS ~s have very 
heavy steering when parking. 
but t.~ should lighten up once 
on t.'le r.1ove. 

E..'1Sure that the car sits leve: 
on the susoensio!; - if it sacs t~ 
OT".:e side c·: O:1E CC:Tle: : th~ 2 " · 

brake! mve lif+je trouoie Th: 
lBOCts and . the 22OO/Six haVE . 

,laraerfrontbrakes. - _~~_ • -
" ,-Unlike many cars of t.lJ.eir era 
180:J/2200s usua!1y go to the 
scraovard because of IDe"..ro3:': ­

i~ falJ1Ze Tame: t!".L2...~ r.;z-: :~-:­
bodys..""1ell has the cilSlm:n~:: 0: 
Del.....jg ODe of the lOrs:o::=-iiy 5'::.:­

. -.:fest ever maae.~io _ ,_~ .. ,_ 
S:a.""tl."l; at the front . exa-TTline 

the wmas around the head­
lights. rear edge a..'ld the join to 
the inner wings which are all 
dirt trans. Lift the bonnet and 
check where the inner '.wings 
join the bulkhead .. ,'.: ::$;~};: ;..- -
. , Check the-door bottoms'and . 
the inner and outer s'Jls'. Lift the 
.fron: carpets (they are obly held' 
by pop studs) to see if the front 
ed:le of the floor nan has rusted. 
_~.: t.'le rear. the ;'-a1ance below 

:::~ ~;>e:c.:s:i . systew. J... ra!'Ji.,~ ,:ir"c.'.CS"J.:- sy3terr~ ~Ti L1a" £:i~:: L"1e D:.l.."'!lpe!' rustS O:.1t as--cio t.'e 
fr::J:r. the 9"earbox at i:iie IS faulTY. Tnough vell = repi:;.·:::: lower eciaes of-the Teat ·winqS. 
!_ : ::-~ ~: lo!'"~; aE ,~ G...lsa:;Jpec..:s the D2.r.s VOl.!!!".e::. Co 5D?C::=": You ::a'1 see these t.rrrouah the 
WZ!.:!:l ttl.:! e.":li:nne!.S revved p=o is rea-.tired to releaS;; l!":-=- rear J::ghl acoess.holes (lijdden 
:L~ n'~dra:lhc clut:h IS CUlte pre&.-ure iIi the system and 1(, ::":::-.m::: the.tr'.m -pa."1els a: eac..~ -, ' 

~."2 -."' I':, ooerat;: b'..l: sh;~d reinfiateit, - ' Sloe of ths boolj tfyou WC!J\to-:: -,> 

_. :~~~~;:_.~~~llY_ :O ~t.~ou~ ___ :_~:.~ _n:1 ~:~cjre~r_~=: ___ , -=hC:~~~E~i: __ 3~ji~'_'~ i': :-~: .:,~~ 

L~:!"::tducec !.-~ l~ t :-;e E~~C 1800 v:c..s c ioc':G:' 
exte:-..sl :~ t: L~e p!=,::ee!":..~~ t:ar~'''e!''se :ror::· 
'A'nee; cn~le tie:ne t::a: ::ad p:-ovec sc 51~C'cess:::; 
1., me M::-.; a,d ! 10:; '?owe~ed by .. ::ieru . .';ed Me:: 
en~w,e a!"lC ::~eci ·NlL~ :;yd:oiQsnc su sre!"'..5!O:-: . L~e 
Ie:}: =c:-:-~~ec. a f:-t: :y masSIve cab~. a:ea \\,.::~. 
levE:S o~ rcaC!:c·:c.~~ ;; f:; ::O! pe!":Or::1:l..~ce ) !!'".2· 
ma;y spcr:s ca:s 0: t:~ era we:e ta:-=-p!..:s:'ec i: 
~.a::~ i:: :a:: :.~e !~ ..... ·as '..:s~:: as a ::::-.Q:~a= : ·'­
St..!ccess::.;; :a: ~ ·.· : c7 :::::::::; Sf-::::-.:: ::: ":-.e ! ~ ~ 
_::;':::':-.-S': : .. ::e": ~.~d: .';::. : ~ 

Ba::;: e:--;::.~-2:--:"'":f' ::1ean~ t;a: bot' A:;.s:.:r; a.~= 
MC!:1~ ve:$:~:-.s V·lere availabje- Yt::'1 t.'e :=:U:!". 
p!~s::e :- !:::;: ::1e:i~~l:aliy lcer.uca!. V.~c!se lev 
ISleS v::-~::: :c:!:>· .... ed 1."'1 1967. :1.k2 vers:o~.s ~: 
A::.s;.-- -~-- ,,--_.- -:x::ieis "'a'-" ' d ' . .. : ~~&.o':r::~.:.: ·"_""·l ·~~_~;: - ~. ':! ~:~c a re eSlgTi~:: 
. .c __ C~ h" .c .. __ . .. ·.,.,v ,ogeL'1er W!~~ :r.c~e DOWe:::.:. : 

~:~~:~:_ c~ ~: : . ::e~:~~~~ In : 95S the 'S ' ~od~l~ 
._ c._ ..... '= e .v._ :-·_c . .;.,;~.ettc . e::.=me cave :r.,,= 
:::..-.; €- = ~:--: ,::::::-: r. :-.:c ~)~os: C· 6:' .-:::1 ac=-e iera:::~ 
::-. : ~:- se:::::.: =.::=. a rot: sp-?e= c: C!cs: ::--. 
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LAND CRAB 

-a'IFr -

Number 14 Canberra and District Austin 1800 Club July 1989 

Nine members only attended the June meeting in which Andrew McGregor was elected 
President, and George Parker Treasurer, of the club pending future constitution. 

Response to the membership application forms and the Club Assistance Plan sent out with 
the last newsletter was a little disappointing. Seven members to date have returned their 
forms together with fees and that figure includes two interstate members . 

. Feedback indicates the majority ~f members are not really interested in the social and 
formal proceedings associated with club administration. Not wishing to sound sarcastic, 
I guess the question has to be asked, "Do we want a properly run club?" To institute a 
constitution legally requires a minimum of fifteen members. Perhaps at the July meeting 
as many members as possible 'attend to make their feelings known. Should another low 
tl,lrnout result it will be assumed that we do NOT want an official club preferring instead 
to remain as we · are - an informal gathering, meeting monthly without the red tape of 
club proceedings. If this is our wish, those members already having paid their fees will 
be reimbursed and we can revert to a donation system as before to offset the costs of 
producing the newsletter, which I am only too pleased to continue. 

Correspondence was received from Pat Farrell of the AMVC (Vic) and included a 55-minute 
video on the London to Sydney Marathon in which an 1800 finished second. The video is 
currently doing the rounds. Pat has also compiled a list of 1800 material to be found in 
past issues of Modem M%r, Motol· Manual, A utocar and Wheels magazines and has sent 
us a list to date. 

Bill Fraser of the Welsh 1800 Club wrote and included their latest club magazine, somewhat 
expanded and published quarterly. It is interesting to note that from now on their magazine 
will include an Aussie segment. Bill also described their clubs' first participation in a major 
show event, namely the three-day Motor Show held at the National Exhibition Centre in 



f'; .. 

THE ROTODIP PROCESS 

[The following was taken from the November l!>GS 110dern 1Iotor magazine .] 

Bl\IC Ilses a. process called electro-coating to supplement their basic rotodip rust proofing treatment. 

TIle rotodip lIIethod treats and paints complete car bodies. The electrocoating plant is used to paint small 
components not able to be treated on the huge rotodip machine. The combined result provides complete 
rust-proofing of all painted components of Dl\IC cars. The electrocoating installation costs $280,000 and 
was thefi rst of its ki lid in A Ilstralia. It has been in operation since ~I ay 1066. 

Electrocoating is a similar process to electroplating. Metal is plated, rather than sprayed, with paint to give 
lluifol'llI and COlllpld(! coverage, even inside tuhes and other normally inaccessible parts. 

Dodies for all Australian-made DUC sedans - ~Iini, ~Iorris 1100 and Austin 1800 - are all treated on the 
$2 million rotodip machine dllring manufacture. On this exclusive machine, the unpainted bodyshell and 
doors arc submerged and rotated in a series of baths containing phosphates and primer. This treats and 
CO\'el's every metal sllrface, both inside and out, and prevents the onset of rust. 

The c\ectrocoating plant paillts small parts which cannot be treated hy the rotodip process. This includes 
such parts as the facia, or dashboard panel, heater boxes, grille panels and numberous small sheet metal 
parts not weldell to the body itself. 

ElcclW<:nating is a Illajor advance ill the technology of metal coating. It involves a dip process in which 
paint held in sllspension by a liquid is used. The paint is deposited on the metal component when an electric 
current passes from an electrode to the vehicle which acts as the other electrode. Paint particles are attracted 
to the metal, coagulate and are deposited until an even paint film covers the entire surface, including edges 
and remote crevices, and all internal surfaces. \\Then the paint film reaches a certain thickness it insulates 
the metal and prevents more paint being deposited. 'Vhen deposited, the paint is hard and cannot be 
removed. 

Unlike spraying or conventional non-handling dipping methods, electro coating leaves no uncoated areas in 
parts of complicated shapes. It also gives an even paint thickness and virtually eliminates paint losses. 

The rotodip process fully immerses and rotates each sedan body in a six-stage phosphating machine, then 
takes it through a drying-off oven, followed by a dip tank of special rust-inhibiting priming paint, and a 

('. primer bake oven. All these processes arc continuous and automatic. 

To move through the machine the unpainted car body is skewered on a long metal spit which has a sprocket 
at one end. The sprocket runs on a toothed rack, so that the spit - and the body clamped to it - rotate 
as they move. 

The first tank contains a heated alkali to remove oil and other contaminants. The second tank contains a 
cold water rinse, and the third a hot water rinse, to make sure the body is perfectly clean before it enters 
the phosphating tank. 

In thephpl)phanng ,settipn the spitted body is lowered into· various tanks while rotating. At the same time 
high-pressure jets spray the solution so that every bare metal portion of the body is treated, both inside and 
out. Phosphating is actually a conversion of the body steel surface so that if the paint surface is damaged 
accidentally during lise, corrosion will not spread. It also acts as a bond between steel and paint. 

The phosphating is followed by a hot water rinse and then by a heated chromic acid rinse. The body 
completes two slow revolutions in each tank. After phosphating, the body is dried in an oven. It is then 
dipped and rotated in a 7000-gallon tank of primer, remaining for 2.6 ininutes. This mea,ns that every 

f"\ particle of bare metal receives a coating of paint. Excess paint drains away through special holes provided 
in bocly panels ane! other enclosed parts. 

The painted bocly, still rotating, is baked in an oven for 30 minutes at 340°F. 
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ADO 16 SPARES 

Parts Available for Austin/Morris 1800/2200 and Wolseley 1885/6 (Edition 1/88) 

Part No 

CZD 55 
' CZD 660 
CZD 613 
BHH 1184 
CZD 982 
CZD 983 
CZD 1006 
CZD 1314 
CZD 1315 
CZD 1779 
CZD 1807 
CZD 1875 
CZD 3836 
ARA 1279 -

llH 1872 

GAC 168 
GAC 169 
22B 503 
8G 2389 
27H 8252 
CZD 2072 
CZD 1051 
CZD 3536 
GFE 1049 
GEX 1297 

Notes: 

Description ARG 
Price 

£ 

Door Skin (All) 69.58 
Rear Wing (A/l1 Mk2) i03.50 
Rear lower panel (All) 35.65 
Piston Ring Set 15.76 
'A' Post (All) 10.00 
'A' Post (All) NLS 
Front Wing (Early Mk2A/M) 86.83 
'B' Post (All Mk2) 29.33 
'B' Post (All) ~~2 . 193.20 
Regulator 6.33 
Bonnet (A/M) 65.55 
X Nember (Front A/M) 54.05 
Grill.e (~fesh) (Wol) 31.05 
Grille (Case) (Wol) NLS 
Hub Cap/Wheel Trim 
(Wol 1 ") 7.48 
Over-Rider (tvol) NLS 
Over-Rider (A/M) NLS 
Gear 27.60 
Bearing set 18.51 
C.V.J. . 55.20 . 
Body Noulding (S typeXC) NLS 
Motif - Morris 1800 ~Ik2 NLS 
Badge - Austin 2200 NLS 
Air clearer 5.87 
Exhaust Front pipe 35.20 

(A) Carriage extra in all case~. 
(B) Set of 4 - special price £17.50 

ADO 16 Price to 1800/2200 
Price Club Members 

£ 

35.00 
50.00 
25.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
50.00 
25.00 
75.00 
4.00 

40.00 
30.00 
25.00 
20.00 

5.00 
5.00 
5.00 

15.00 
10.00 
35.00 
2.50 
2.50 
2.50 
2.50 
10.00 

£ 

25.00 
35.00 
15.00 
7.50 
7.50 

10.00 
40.00 
20.00 
SO.OO 
2.50 

30.00 
20.00 
20.00 
20.00 

5.00 ) 
5.00 ) 
5.00 ) 
7.50 
7.50 

25.00 
2.00 
2.50 
2.50 
1.00 
5.00 

(B) 

(C) Other mouldings within the set at the same price are available. 

The quantity available on some items is very small and hence an early 
response ~Iould be desirable. . 

The special prices are only available to 1800/2200 Club members. Your 
membership number must be quoted in all correspondence, in order to secure 
these special pric~ 

. . ' 
'" 

(Parts Shop) 30, Main Street, Clifton·upon-Dunsmore, Warwickshire CV23 OSH 
Telephone: (0788) 815594 (EveninglWeekends) 

'S 



ADO 16 SPARES 
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Parts Available for ' Austi'n/Hor~'is 1800/2200 and ' WOI'seley 1885/6 (Edition 1/88) 

Part No DescriEtion ARG 
, Price 

£ 

CZD 55 Door Skin (All) 69.58 
CZD 660 Rear \Jing (A/U Hk2) 103.50 
CZD 613 Rear lower panel (All) 35.65 
BHH 1184 Piston Ring Set 15.76 
CZD 982 'A' Post (All) 10.00 
CZD 983 'A' Post (All) NLS 
CZD 1006 Front Wing (Early ~&2A/M) 86.83 
CZD 1314 'B' Post (All Mk2) 29.33 
CZD 1315 'B' Post (All) Nk2 - 193.20 
CZD 1779 Regulator 

, 
6.33 

CZD 1807 Bonnet (A/N) 65.55 
CZD 1875 X Nember (Front A/M) 54.05 
CZD 3836 Grille (Nesh) (Wol) 31.05 
ARA 1279 Grille (Case) (Wol) NLS 

llH 1872 ,Hub Cap/\fueel Trim ' 
(\~ol 1 ") 7.48 

GAC 168 Over-Rider (Uol) NLS 
GAC 169 Over-Rider (A/M) . NLS 
22B 503 Gear 27.60 
8G 2389 Bearing set 18.51 
2711 8252 C~V.J. 55.20 ' 
CZD 2072 Body Noulding (S typeXC) NLS 
CZD 10S1 HotH - Norris 1800 I-1k2 
CZD 3536 Badge - Austin 2200 
GFE 1049 Air clearer 
GEX 1297 Exhaust Front pipe 

Notes: 

(A) Carriage extra in all cases. 

(B) Set of 4 - special price £17.50 

NLS 
NLS 

5.87 
35.20 

ADO 16 ,Price to 1800/2200 
Price Club Hembers 

£ £ 

35.00 25.00 
50.00 35.00 
25.00 15.00 
10.00 7.50 
10.00 7.50 
10.00 10.00 
50.00 40.00 
25.00 20.00 
75.00 50.00 
4.00 2.50 

40.00 30.00 
30.00 20.00 
25.00 20.00 
20.00 20.00 

5.00 5.00 ) 
5.00 5.00 ) (B) 5.00 5.00 ) 

15.00 7.50 
10.00 7.50 
35.00 25.00 

2.S0 2.00 
2.50 2.S0 
2.S0 2.S0 
2.50 1.00 
10.00 5.00 

(C) Other mouldings within the set at the same price are available. 

The quantity available on some ite~s is very small and hence an early 
response would be desirable. 

The special prices are only available to 1800/2200 Club me~bers. Your 
membership number ~ be quoted in all correspondence, in order to secure 
these special prices. 

(Parts Shop) 30, Main Street, Clifton-upon-Dunsmore, Warwickshire CV23 OSH 
Telephone: (0788) 815594 (Evening/Weekends) 

'5 
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lE'VlAno TRAnSVERSE 
BAll JOinT FIH 

If the Mini, 1100, 1300,1500,1800, Tasman, or Kimberley in your family grinds to a halt looking like this, 
then chances are that one of the swivel hub ball joints are at fault. So let's put it back together again ... 

~ 

One of the early symptoms of a loose 
swivel hub ball joint is a distinct 
clonking noise fr<.m the front 
suspension of the veh· ele as it is driven 
around corners or (ver uneven road 
surfaces. 

Naturally enough if a noise is not 
investigated and rectified when it is first 
noticed it is senSeless to blame the 
manufacturer of the vehicle for the 
inconvenience suffered because the car 
is off the road for repairs when in the 
first instance you should have 
investigated the noise. 

So if there is a ncise in the front of 
your east/west bet ·.er·motor-type-car 
then check it out. Remove the hubcaps 
from the front wheels and check the 

-

tightness of the front wheel nuts and 
the axle nut. If they are tight then grab 
the top of each wheel in turn and give it 
a good shake - any free play in the ball 
joints will be evident. 

Raise the front of the car and 
support it on stands, and while an 
assistarit holds the foot brake firmly 

. applied, rock the front wheels in turn to 
see if there is any movement in the top 
or bottom control arm jOints. 

Any movement must be eliminated 
by tightening the loose pivot nuts/bolts, 
adjusting loose ball joints or by 
renewing faulty bushes or joints. 

To adjust a loose ball jOint it is 
necessary to disconnect it from the 
mating control arm, remove the grease 

., 
. ~ 

seal and the lock nut and then withdraw 
sufficient shims from the joint to 
minimise end· float when the nut is 
reinstalled. 

If your Morris/Austin is unlucky 
enough to separate a ball joint from the 
swivel hub it is a relatively simple job to 
reconnect it and it is well within the 
scope of the home do-it-yourself 
enthusiast . . . 
WHAT YOU'LL NEED 
Tools: .-\ suitable jack to raise the front 
of the vehicle sufficiently to enable a 
pair or sarety stands to be positioned 
beneath the body frame rails, a socket 
set. hand spanners, a hammer and a steel 
bar. 
~Iaterials: A new ball jOint lock tab. 
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1. Remove the hub cap from the wheel that is to be fixed and 
loosen the wheel nuts. Carefully raise the vehicle, broken side 
first, and support it on stands that will provide maximum 
safety and sufficient working clearance. 

3. Clean the thr<:arl~ of the nllt and the b<>11 joir.'. stud, smear 
.hem with ciean oil and instal the nut until it is flush with the 
end of the stud. To ;:bsorb the shock hold the steel bar across 

r----. arm and drive the joint from its seat. 

~ . . 

~~ 
,", 

~~_ ~':':4 ~ .: 
J. Posit ion the hub assembly to one side, tap the end of the 
;tud to dislodge it from the seat in the end of the suspension 
irm, detach it and separate the dust cover, stud, spring and 
~pring seat from the lock nut. 

4 Aust ralian AUTOFI X . October . 1975 

2. Remove the wheel nuts and the road wheel. Using the 
correct sized spanner remove the bottom ball joint nut (or if it ,­
is the top joint that is at fault - remove the top ball join t nut) 
and the spring washer. 

4. Remove ~"c: nut an;.1 witiujrJ ..... the joi;'t. If the nut Cilnilot 
be removed because the joint turns then place a suitable spacer 
into the joint lock nut and press down onto it to hold the joint 
lightly in the seat to enable nut removal. 

6. Withdraw the shims from the bottom of the threaded 
section on the swivel hub (or from the inside of the lock !lut) 
and place them to one side for reassembly. Remove the gr lase 
nipple and detach the remains of the lock washer. 

:,: .. 

~i 



7. Inspect the thread on the end of the swivel hub for damage. 
If damaged it will be necessary to renew the sWlllel hub 
assembly as detailed in a workshop manual. If OK then instal a 
new lock washer. . 

9. While holding the stud centrally in the lock nut screw the 
. nut up onto the threaded section of the hub ensuring tl\;lt the 

nd of the stud seats on the spring seat correctly. Tightltlt the 
lock nut - bend over the lock tab: . 

:~+~ If - ~" .! ' ,,_~ , I .. ':-' .-.~ .... --.....: 
- ' - "., . -.:..i 

11. To remove the free·play detach a shim and rech(ck the 
joint playas in operation (10). When correct lever do Nn on 
the arm and guide the end of the stud into the orifice in the 
arm. In the case of the top arm it will b. necessary to mise it. 

8. Adhere the removed shims to the lock washer, place the 
spring and the spring scat up into the recess in the end of the 
swivel hub, and smear the mating surfaces of the stud and the 
lock nut with grease. Assemble the stud to the lock nut. 

10. With the nut tightened check the joint for free·play by 
rocking it back and forth. If the joint cannot be rocked it is 
possible that the spring seat is incorrectly positioned. Upon 
checking, if correctly seated, add a thin shim. 

12. Instal the spring washer and the retaining nut. Tighten the 
nut using the correct socket and a bar. Grease the nipple on 
the ball joint and then instal the road wheel and the wheel 
nuts. Lower the vehicle to the ground and tighten the nuts. 
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If you own a Mini, 1100, 1300, 1500, Kimberly or a Tasman, 
then we'll show you how to save money. 

LEPLRRD IWD WHEEl, I 
.... ·~ .~A··· · · . 

. , " i 

: ; .. 

" - . . . 
.'. 
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IEIB/nIiS 
'HEEL BEARING NOISES will caliper to be removed. Instead, the hub 
"~ually creep up on you, especially is. removed as deSCribed, or by using two o .:e you use the car conSistently . directly opposed Iarr.~ screwdrivers or 
thout the occasional trip in another f1at-ended levers, prise the hub from the 

. the same model and age. The drive shaft. The backing plate bolts are 
lrshness associated ' with a faulty then removed and the backing piate 
!aringwill not be noticed until your suspended In the same manner as the 
rdrums begin to beat out a message of caliper on disc brake models. . 
spleasure, or the occasional p,assenger 
peatedly asks about · the rumbling PACKING WHEEL BEARINGS 
lise. . ' Place about three egg cups o( wheel 
When the rumbling becomes evident bearing grease - high melting point WB 
a straight line then the time is nigh to 'grease (or disc brake models - onto the 
~ate and fix the noisy bearing. . palm o( your clean hand and press the 

· bearing down into the grease. Repeat 
IECKING FOR WEAR ... ... ~. " the process until the greise is (orced out 
The noise you think might bec~~ing : . the top side of the bearing. Gradually 

>m the left-hand rear wheel could, in ' .. rotate the . bearing on your hand until 
:t, be coming from the opposite wheel " grease has been forced out all the way 
or one of the front wheels. For this ' around the bearing. Wipe off traces of 
lson - as any decent mechanic -:will excess grease and Instal the bearing to 
l you - don't jump in and pull off the hub by exerting pressure on the 
'/ bearing and renew it unless you . outer track of the bearing - not the 
Ie provpd the location of the fault,Y' Inne. track . 
. 1 ' · ~. • . . . 

. .1 the weight off the rear wheels . 
~y can be spun in tum, listening for a 

.se. When the wheel is gripped top 
:l bottom and rocked there should be 

GREASE· SEALS 
. New grease sealsinust always be 
used; before installing the seal in either. 
side of the swivel hub, the seal lip must 
be smeared with grease. The seals are 
installed in the same way as the bearings 
and the lips of the seals must face 'each 
other on installation. The seating area of 

1. Raise and support the front of the ;.r 
on stands positioned beneath the front 
subframe. Remove the road wheel and 
rock the hub back and forth to ensure 
that the movement felt is in the hub 
bearings. 

2. Remove the split pin retaining the 
hub nut to the driveshaft, and while a 
helper depresses the brake pedal loosen 
the hub nut. If lIle nut can't. be 
loosened because the brake disc slips 
through the pads it will be necessary to . ,. 
instal the wheel and lower the car. 

movement In the wheel. If there is, 
'neither the hub nut is loose or the 
.ring is worn. In the case of a Leyland 
'0 front wheel, as the diff is 
mected to the Inner end of the 
veshaft, little is achieved by rotating 
. wheel but if a rocking movement'ls 
:, the wheel should be removed for 
ther investigation. 

the inner seal on the drive shaft must be 
clean and any bum removed using fine . 
wet and dry paper and then all traces of i. 

. filings or swarf removed. 11 
' . 

'B BEARINGS 
There is a special . pUUer available for 
removal of the wheel hub and disc 

!mblies but with care the wheel hub 
be removed using a hammer, as 

;trated. When reassembling the wheel 
J the split tapered coUar should be 
,wed if wear is apparent on the outer 
:'ace of the collar. 

UM BRAKE MODELS 
fln drum brake models there is no ' 

· 'HUB NUT WHAT YOU'LL NEED: . 
. . It is not uncommon for the hub nut Materials: New bearings, new seals (not 

to need to be tiihtened again after the , sold in bearing set), spli't pin, grease, 
car has run for 200·300 kilometres but · . cloth and cleaning fluid, wire hook. ' 
:if . the nut needs to be continually ' Tools: Jack, stands, hammers, 
tightened then inspect the tapered collar . screwdrivers, large long solid . lever, 

· closely. If after renewing the collar the pliers, Ih x 9/16 in. AF ring spanner, 
trouble persists, remove the wheel hub 9/16 AF socket, 5/8 x 11/16 in. AF ring 
and rotate it · 90 degreps. Note that if spanner, 3,4 in. AF combination spanner·, . 
the car has been continually used with a half in, drive socket bar and a '''inch and 
loose hub nut, It might be necessary to 5/16th" socket and bar Crom a 3A in. 
renew both the driveshaft and the wheel drive socket set. Also the car's wheel 
hub to eliminate the problem. brace. * 

Australian AUTOFIX, January/March, 1977 117 

. .',:" 



'. 

LEVLRnD IUlD U'HEEL BERRlnGS 

3. With the brakes applied and top gear 
selected the hub nut may now be 
loosened. Again raise and support the 
car. Loosen the steering arm to tie-rod 
joint nut and hit the end of the arm 
with a hammer to break the joint taper. 
Remove the nut and detach the arm. 

~. ht!ss d(,W,l \.In the lower arm to allow 
disconnection of the ball joint. Install 

, the hub nut until the outer face of the 
nut is aligned with the end of the drive 
shaft. rap the end of the shaft with a 
soft face hammer as shown. 

4. Slowly push the rear of the disc 
assembly inwards and remove the two 
bolts which retain the brake caliper to 
the steering knuckle assembly . If the 
disc is scored or the pads are worn down 
,to the metal then the brakes should be 
'looked at. 

111. After breaking the position of the 
swivel hub on the drive shaft, straighten 
the tab of the lock plate beneath the 
top rebound nut. As shown above, 
remove the rebound nut and then lift 
off the nut and the washer. Install the 
nut about three full turns. 

15, On new bearings where the inner 
ra':e is separate from the outer track 
ensure that the thickest part of the 
bE aring track is installed towards the 

- ollter bearing track on assembly. Use 
high melting point wheel bearing grease 
0 1' disc brake models. 

11;' The bearings must be packed with 
grease until grease is forced out the 
other side (arrowed). This type of 
bearing is also installed with the thickest 
siele of the outer track towards the 
opposite bearing - see the introductory 
section of the story for bearing packing 
procedure. 
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5. Withdraw the caliper assembly from 
the disc and suspend it on a length of 
wire. If the caliper piston shows any 
signs of leakage the piston seals must be 
renewed - always overhaul both sides 
of the car at the ~ame time and never 
re-use brake fluid. 

11. Carefully strike the end of the upper 
control arm in line with its centre line 
while pulling the swivel hub downwards. 
An alternate method is to hold a 
hammer against one side of the joint 
and strike the othM side with a second 
hammer. 

.. "' \ 

":. ": : : " ~ 

t:$: " 



6. Remove the .hub nut and tap the side 
'.of the hub to dislodge the tapered 

("" collar. Now working alternately : on 
opposite sides of the hub gently tap the 
hub with a soft·faced hammer to 
remove the hub from the drive shaft. 
Place the hub and disc to one side. 

Upon breaking the joint taper 
r--,remove the nut and separate the joint 
, ;rom the upper arm. Tap the end of the 

drive shaft while gently pulling the 
swivel hub towards the hammer. W.hen 
free, remove the hub nut and lift off the 
;wivel hub assembly. 

7. Hold the head of the bolt which 
retains the tie·bar to the lower arm and 
remove the nut and washer from the 
bolt. Withdraw the bolt and; lever bacl{ 
on the lower arm to detach the tie-bar 
from the flange on the arm. If the 
tie-bar is bent it must be straightened. 

13. The illustration shows the bearings 
removed from the hub. The purpose of 
this is to show the groove between the 
two bearing seats in the swivel hub. To 
locate this groove insert a punch into 
the hub and dislodge the beari I1g spacer 
to feel for the groove. 

17. Use a tubular drift slightly :.maller in 
external dillmeter than the external 
diameter of the outer tracl: of the 
bearing_ when installing the buarings to 
the hub. Install the seals with the lips 
towards each ~other. True-up the nut 
contact area of the arms • 

• It j -, 

18. Prior to sliding the swivel nub onto 
the drive shaft clean the shaft flange 
which the seal abuts. Lower the vehicle 
to the ground and tighten the hub nut 
to 105 Nm (80 Ib/ft). Install a new split 

-pin tightening the nut sli lhtly if 
necessary to align the pin hole. 

. - : -=--::~. 

, 
r 

~. -.... , . . 

8. Remove the nut and the washer from 
the lower balljoint of the swivel hub. 
Insert a lever in over the lower arm to 
rest beneath the body. Press down on 
the lever and tap the end of the lower 
arm with a hammer to release the ball 
-joint taper from the arm. 

14. Having located the groove, support 
-the swivel hub assembly and drive out 
the outer bearing and the seal. Invert 
the- assembly and drive out the inner 
bearing and the inner seal. Wash the 
swivel hub assembly without getting grit 
into the ball joints. 

.' 

. '.'; 
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The new Austin Morris '· 
1800, 2200 and Wolseley 6 

all ride On the 
WORLD'S· MOST ADVANCED 
- SUSPENSION SYSTEM 

Smooth riding. superb roadholding. .. f. comerlng at an apHda are 
qualitill taken for granted In the.a BLMC front WhHI drlva QrI. 
A. major feature behind this confidence Is the unique Moulton. 
Hydrolastic Suspension introduced ten yeai'a ego Ind atill one of 
the outatanding contributions to creative automobile enginHring. 
The ·production techniqulI which ensure the long life reliability of 
each unit are in the safe hands of DUNLOP 
Over 141 million Hydrollstic units Ire upholding the good nlme of 
DUNLOP throughout the world and every one dlligned to remain 
maintenance·fr" for the lifetime of the Qr. 

~ ZlU:JVZ"O;" Moulton 
r HYDROLASTIf!JsuSPENSION 

proved in rallying, racing, and on the roads of the world 

DUNLOP LIMITED, ENGIfUERING GROUP, 
.USPEN.ION. ~IVI'IO., COVENTRY, ev.4AA 

AUTOCAR 23 March 1972 

~
n, 
~ 

CONCENTRI·C 
PUMPS LTD. 

·Water Pump 
Oil Pumps 

All supplied for the 
AUSTIN 2200 by the special­
ists in design and manufacture 
of pumps for all types of 
vehicles. 

TYBURN RD. ERDINGTON, 
BIRMINGHAM B248HW 

Cut"'L;~ 
odtu~ spaee ... 

fillwithSun 
What_ u.e _ke, you IWI clul ... c.n supply your new c.r .Ir...tv 
fitWd with. GoIdI ContinenUI Sun Roof, coechbuilt into your c.r to give 
_ximum openin~ Av.i~ble in • colour to tone with your a r, Golde 
pric:et Iter{ .t only £60, inclusive of fold .. _y "fety dreught deflector. 
Golde St ... lI idinll 100" cen eioo be fitted. ContKt UI or your lacel 
Daler for full dn8i1 •. 

ALLARD MOTOR CO LTD ~'L'!!'Jli'I' 
51 Upper Ricrur-d Rced London SWI 5 2RO \:i U 
01 -8746918 

, 
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AUTOCAR 29 October 1970 

s..;",. .,.. .-., ...... -­_ooIeo. 
w .... ·--.... -·;~~=~ii~r-. ri .... ...., .... ..ce 
... 1 ......... 11-iM,,.... ..... ....,i". 
p4~· ...... ·ca.~· 
";Ih '.11_ .. _inl-'''--'1iIo 01_ .. ritI _ ___ ..-n-_I,_IM- . 
..... ; ..... __ .~~_ Lo,IM4 
... 4 .. w-...-__ 

fig." • d·i·y CAR ~ITS 
Each AEON ........ At4Mr s,,.. ... car Itil .efII",...rflI 
to ,,,it -,-r .-hide. ",11, ~ 'uift. ''''!ruction. 
",,.liM with .ch kiL The,.. .,.. kia co fit lrilish 
aM cOfIti""MI;I a .... LaIWII _0"" ...,..... 
co"irol .ft~ 'M ... , ",wl.~ ..,... ., itt"",.," ceIM,. ...... lilti ", k;" 
NUil,ric ... 

A .ILlcnO. 0' AIO. CA.llJUTS ..,VAlI.AILI 
MOOIL 
... C ..... I. MINI._ ...... ___ 

MINI COOPEII 
IIOOMkl.Mkll. 1300 ' 
1100 Mk I. Midi. 
AUSTlNAIO 
MORRIS OXfORD 
MOIIIIIS MINOII 1000 
MORRIS MIHOR loooTIIAV£WII 

POliO 
• FORD ESCORT. All Modoll 

ANGUA I05E ..., EoIAte Co. 
ANGUA SUPER 123E 
CORnNA 113E "IE 
CORnNA3014E130lIE 
CORnNA __ ~I4E1301 IE 
CORnNAGT 
CORSAIR IZOE. V4. ZOOO 
2£PHYIIIZODIAC Mk IV 

llDOn. 
HILLMAN 1M' 
HILLMAN MINX _1· 111. VNI. AIC 
HILLMAN MINX EoIA ... nd C __ 

HILLMAN SU'ER MINX II. III. IV. V.nd Eo ... 
HILLMAN MINX 1187 
SINGER GA2£W AND VOGUE 
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'St~ictly 

for the 1 
Time was when headrests were 
dentists' chairs to envelope you bet· 
hairy lugs and a weird assortmen 
plastic knobs. Then came K. 
K with a wealth of know-how and a 
design . 

NowaK headrest is a thing of b 
model. Superbly styled in leI simulat 
but a single pair of controls for po: 
action. So don't be fooled by fancy 
slick looks are strictly for the birds - , 

~~q;:~5i;~ 
quality equip 

.~ .I;a~;:#~ 
tailored for your modelln luxurioUE 

by leI still only 6 gns with matehi: 
available on request. Ask for details of the Jab. 
the only Karspat that's aerodynamically-design 
vehicle from its own 'throw-up' . 
SEND SAE for local stockist and K-range 
Fernley. Kumficar Ltd, Haruion Lane Mills. HE 
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You won ' t notice any difference in the styling of the good old 

. Land Crab until you get close enough to see the front and rear 
~ badges which announce that the car is a Morris or Austin 2200. 

) r is the Wolseley Six, the luxury version, all that different in 
,pearance from the 18 / 85 . But when you drive the car you find the 
perience a world apart from driving the 1800S which the 2200 

.~Iaces . 

The new engine - new ove r here. that is. it has been around in 
.stralia in a different body for a couple of years - is beautifully 
' (loth, quiet. and torquey. It will pull in top from as low as 10 mph 
' ;,out fuss, rocket 'from rest to 
mph in under 11 seconds. and 
: true. top speed on the test car 
., 107mph. 
'; 11 the figures we got for accel­
' tion and speed were a lot 
:ter than those c laimed . and 
., fuel consumption was a good 
0. 1 poorer. This is li kely to be 
= to the fact that the test car had 
, e over 11 .000 miles and was 
=!y loosened up. 

Interior 
'ou have the same amount of 

: :n insiOe as with the 1800 
: i ' the armchair lUXUry of a 

_ room in the back and on the 
~ Jle the trim is neat and well fin­

i!d. but the fasc ia is covered 
~ horrid imitation wood which 
~ s like cheap wallpaper. 
'ne test car was fitted with 
' li a reel seat belt s which was 
: as well since the wiper. 
3her, lighting , and heater 
.'Ier switches wouid have been 

'eachable with static belts. The 
.!ngement of the switches 

seems a little hap-hazard and the 
wiper and washer switches are 
not one above or beside the other, 
as you would expect, but the 
washer control is diagonally off­
set to the right. 

All round visibility is quite good. 
but there is the famil iar diHiculty 
of not being able to see the boot 
lid when reversing. This is not 
qu ite so important with the 2200 
as there is less overhang than with 
other makes of similar capacity 
for luggage. 

The instruments are grouped r.!l!'!!ln~ 
behind the steering wheel where 
they are easy to read. The right­
hand dial carries the speedometer 
which has a trip odometer. the left­
hand one holds water tempera­
ture and oil pressure gauges. and 
the fuel gauge. • 

The test car was a poor cold 
starter and need<;!d several tWists 
of the key but as soon as it had 
reached running temperature 
starting was immediate. 

All the pedals tended to be 

'he smoothness of 
ix cylinders gives 
he 2200 power I 

t'peed and flexibility 

. ( SER '97;' 53 



~ . SPECIFICATIONS 
· ENGINE. OHC water-cooled· 6-cyl. tranlverle 2227 cc develops 110 bhp .t 
· 52,50 rpm. Compression raUo 9:1. Carburettorl: twin SU HS6. 011 capacity 17 
pl.~.~ ''!c'udlngillter; Irani mission Integral with engine. · . 

PERFORMANCE 
TEST CONDITIONS - Dry, overeell, nowlnd. 

TEMPERATURE -1!i deg. C(60 deg. F) FUEL - 4 liar •. '. 

TRANSMISSION. Clutch: 8¥. In. diaphragm hydraulically oparated. Gearbox: . ACCELERATION TIMES' . 
:.4-lpeed .11 iynchrom8lh, rod operated remote control lloor mounted lev.r. :.... ( . 0-30 mph .••... - •..•• _ ....... __ •• ____ ;;_ .• :;: .. ; .......... ~_; ............. ~ ........... ;;.. 3.7 .. e:: 
znw~!ve 3. 88: 1 !I.a open drlv"h"~1 to ~ro~t )V~.ell~. . ' . . , .~/ .> .\;:;f :;:; :.; <;'; \. .g::g : ; ::?~::~:::~::-::::::i.:::~:~:;::;:=:::::::::::~~~:::~.~:~::::::::::::: ~:~ """ ':.' 
· SUSPENSION. Independent both Iront .nd re.r with Hydrol •• tlc dl,pI.c.,. ':... C. . 0-10 :!~ .... ; .. ; .. .;..:: ..... ;. ...... :...;.:.;.;.;.;.:..~_.;..: ...... ~; .... ;:_ .. _ .... _ ........... ;.;. ·10.7 . ~ ~: • 
. : linked lore .nd "t. Wishbone. In Iront .nd trl!lIIng arml .~ the rear. IIr.k .. : ! ,.:V ~ .. ~ .20-.40 ... : (In t0r,) ... ;.;;-.... :.~,;.;; .. -·;..':; ... , ... ,":--.. - .• - ....... ;.--.. ; .. ; ......... . 8.4 . w: .:' 

9.7 In. dllcs at Iront, 9 In. druml at the rear lervo a"'lted, total ewept area , . . . 20-40 :·w (In th rd) - ..... - ...... ______ .......................... _ .. _................. 5.6 

• .~!".~I!'-S~eertng rackandplnlon. : , . .. ., _ .:: ~ .. \ _ .. '.: >< ~. : :~~ : w H~:~r,~i'::-~:::::=::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::-~::::::::::: ::: w . 

GENERAL DETAILS. Battery; 12v. 55 ·amp/hr. charged by alternator. Tyre. . . 40-60 " (Intop) ..... _ .......... : .... _ ................. __ · .... _. __ .. _____ ............. 9.6 w . 

. ·165 SR x 14 on 4'hJ rlml. Wheelbase 8 It. 10 In. Tr.ck 4 It. 8 In. Iront, 4 It. 7'Ja ' . ... ,. 40-60 w . (In thlrd) ......... _____ .. _ ........... _ ........... _ .. _......................... 6.1 
· ·· In.· re.r. Ov"all length 13 IL 10'/. h;. Over.1l wl!lth 5 It. 7 In. Over.1l height · .:;., ; .. : " .:.: '. 

~.4 I.L 8.1n. Ground cle."!lce 6'h In. ,Kerb welghr23;3 cwt. fuel:. SU e'eetrlcl!' . '.'.; . . (-. STANDIN.G "'-MI~E-17.4MC'. MAXIMUM TRUE SPEED 107mph. 
· ·::p'lfP:'~of ~~~.~~'.~!' ~~.~ .a~ r~~.r; .. ' ~: . : .' .: :;. ;.( .~ ' :: :. : .. , .', .. ::,:.. . · <~:t ;:. :;~'l;EEDOMETER E~ROR . 

PRICE. £1;128plusPT£236.56.To,.' £1,364.58.' . e . · . ' ,' ,~: ',.-!} ,. 1,,;·.: 8pHdom.terre.dlng20 '30 40 50 10 70 80 90 

.:,,{;' :. .. , .. .. . . : . . .. : :: . :(,~~ ~:; .;,:.:. . .... .;.:.> < ' . ; .! .• :.~ .. ( : ;~::::UMPTlO:1 31 40 50 60 69 78 87 
t. T_ndrlvlng _ ...................... _ .. ___ •. _ ..... _ ................. _ ...................... _ 21.0 mpg 

Country driving .. _ ................. __ .. _ ........................................................ 23.7 " 
M.,nro.d(upt070mph) ............................................ ; ......................... 20.7 
Economydrtvlng ................................................................................... 30.4 " 
Overell trip (16mllesmlxedcondltlona) .............................................. 24.2 " 
Over.1I700 !'Ille te.t _ ............ __ .. __ ...................................................... 19.5 

BRAKING (aver.ged dllt.nc .. ) Stoptrom: 
30mph .. _ .................. ~ ......... _ .... __ ... _ ..................... _ .......................... _ .. _..... 3911. 
40 " . -:: ....... ; ....... , .. ~ ..... _ ..................................... _ ............. _ ......... _........... 6511. 
50 " ._ ........ _ .................. _ .... _ ........... _................................................... 9511 • 

. ~O. · .. . - ..... _ ...... ., ............. : ........... ;.; ....... : ....... : ....... ,: .................................. 1401, •. 

TURNING CIRCLE-37It. .. 
. . ~ . , 

. .. .. . :: . : . 

VISI-SCALE •. E.~~ square representl on •• qu.r.'oot. 
.~ . 

" .::. . -. ~. : '" ~ ' . ' : .;! :. ', -, ~ .: 

',. . ', . : .... . : ~.... , .. ". . . .. . 

heavy in action although they all 
worked smoothly enough and 
there were no complaints about 
leg latigue. . . 

With a 0-60 mph time 01 10.7 
seconds. there is little trouble in 
leaving the pack standing at the 
traffic lights if you want to show 
off or get away. from some worry­
ing character! And you can 

. change straight from first to 
lourth when you reach your legal 
30 mph with minimal bother. 

The gear change was unremark­
able but on the test car it was 
impossible to select reverse with­
out graunching the cogs unless 
you put it into another gear first. 

Handling 
Rapid cornering provokes very 

little body roll thanks to the 
Hydrolastic suspension. and 
apart from the expected mild 
degree of understeer. when the 
front runs wide. the car can be 
pushed round bends with confi­
dence. Even on wet roads 
adhesion remains good ~ 

The steering is heavy at low 
speed in spite of a biggish wheel 
and parking calls for strong arm 
stuff. but this situation improves 
as speed increase!:. Straight line 
fast driving feels absolutely safe 
and stab le even in strong cross 
winds. 

The 2200 Is one of the quietest 
cars we have tested until the road 
speed is well above the legal limit 
when it is still better than· most. 
There is sOme wind noise at 
speed. and tyre roar on certain 
surfaces but both are acceptable. 

The most disappointing leature 
of the test car was the fuel con­
sumption which was down to 19.5 
mpg lor the overall test figure •. and 
only 30.4 mpg for feather-foot 
economy drivl ng. 

Perhaps there is a case to be 
made out for a fifth gear a la Maxi. 
which. due to the excellent 
flexibility of the engine. would be 
a real working gear under all 
conditions. 

For everyday mixed conditions 
use. driven . with reasonable 
decorum. you would probably see 
22-23mpg. 

The Hydrolastic suspension on 
the test car seemed to give a 
tauter ride than we remembered 
finding on the 1800S, and this 
made the car a little bouncy over 
rough surfaces but on average 
roads the ride was firm and com­
fortabh!. 

Although passengers are pam­
pered by the seating. the driver 
has more difficulty in finding a 
really comfortable position. This 
is partly due to the flat bus-like 
rake of the steering wheel and 

POWER/WEI GHT RA TI 094.4 bhp/ton. 

. , . 

partly the rather long seat squab. 
Test drivers varied in opinion of 
the degree 01 discomfort. and one 
reported none at all. It has to be 
the vagaries of the human shape! 

Individual opinions 
"The addition 01 the 2200 six to 

the 1800 body certainly gives it a 
shot in the arm. The silence and 
tractability of the engine is 
superb. I could pull away from 
rest in third. and floor the acceler­
atorat 10mphintop. 

The dashboard warrants crit­
icism -I didn't like the fake wood 
cladding consisting of sheet 
metal with a printed wood-grain 
finish. I would have preferred a 
deeper dash with more padding. 

It handles like a giant Mini with 
the added pleasure of having 
tauter Hydrolastic suspension 
which cuts down the character­
isticwallowing. 

I don't think many people will · 
buy it lor its looks. but apart from 
that it has a lot to offer in smooth. 
spacious motoring at a keen 
price." Martyn Williams. 

"As lar as engine work al')d 
maintenance is concerned. the 
extra two cylinders plus the front 
mounted radiator and electric fan 
seem unlikely to cause difficul­
ties. Access is quite good for a 
transverse engined car; the 

bonnet opens high to reveal the 
battery. oil liller. coil. distributor, 
and twin SU carbs. all very much 
to hand. but the brake and clutch 
reservoirs are tucked behind the 
radiator header tank. and the 
alternator is almost impossible to 
reach behind the engine ·and 
under the servo unit. 

So there are difficulties with the 
2200 for the amateur but nothing 
which should put you off buying 
one." Chris Drake: 

"I like the 2200 for its quiet. 
effortless agility and excellent 
handling qualities. I also'like the 
exceptional roominess. I was not 
so happy about the seats in front 
which give little lateral support so 
the passenger rolls about on 
corners. as does the driver to a 
certain ·extent. Also· the vinyl 
covering makes you very sticky in 
warm weather; it would be better 
to have the brushed nylon seat 
facings· as in the Wolseley Six. but 
this is not offered as an option. 

The asking price is very modest 
and I wouldn't mind owning one 
myself." Doug Mitchell. 

In its range the Austin/Morris 
2200 is one of the roomiest cars 
on the market. Add to that a quiet. 
smooth. and willing engine. plus 
excellent handling qualities. and 
you have a formidable challenger 
for the value-for money prize. 

( !/The 2200 is one of the quietest cars·we have tested ... 'J 
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6 AUTOCAR 23 March 1972 

f' --~r;.=A~IT~I.~H~-----------------------------------------------------------------, 

~ DISTRIBUTORS AND DEALERS 
LMYLANC 

EVANS& 
KITCHEN 

for early delivery . 
of the 

new Austin -2200 

HAMSHAWS 
GROUP OF COMPANIES 

MORRIS HOUSE' PARKER DRIVE 
LEICESTER TEL: 61887 

WELFORD ROAD' LEICESTER 
TEL: 52931 

BRIGHOWGATE . GRIMSBY 
LlNCS. TEL: 58851 

We invite you to see and try the new . .. 

. WOLSELEY 6 

·:·············:············11························· ... :. . , .: .. . . . .. 
•• •• • • 
:: "J'"he revolutionary . :: 
•• new Austin 2200 •• •• •• 
•• A good idea made •• •• •• 
~ better ~ 
•• •• •• •• •• The regent autocar co. ltd., •• 
~ ~ 
•• LEICESTER ROAD: MARKET HARBOROUGH •• 
•• . T.lephone 2248/8 •• 

•• • • ............................................................... : 

The new Austin 1800. 2200 and Wolseley Six on display at 

DARY"'G'f!rtl 
A "AOL'NGTON f. SON5 L1MITED 

HIGH STREET. WEST BROMWICH. TEL: 021-553 2939 



• ... "1 LAND CRAB 

Number 15 Canberra and District Austin 1800 Club 
~ 

August 1989 

The usual attendance of members at the July meeting together with feedback resolved the 
question of incorporation of the dub; approximately 70% of our membership prefer to stay 
informal. As a consequence our membe,rship fee can be reduced to $10 for all members, 

~ 'Nhich will cover the annual costs of mailing, newsletter production, correspondence with other 
clubs and phone calls. 

We were especially pleased to see Ian Davey who managed to make it all the way from 
Goulburn. Apologies were received from Bob Hull and Tom Bray. 

Our technical topic this month features starter motor problems and will be welcomed in particular 
by two of our members who are currently experiencing starting trouble - Kathleen Phillips in 
Canberra and Craig Street in Townsville. The article is very comprehensive and should pinpoint 
the cause as to why a faulty starter motor will not turn the engine. 

Included with this issue is a list to date of articles on the Landcrab to be found in !lfodern 
Motor, Australian Motor Manual, Australian }.{otor Sport and Wheels magazines. Research 
is still continuing with other motor magazines and especially the English ones - Practical 
Motorist and Autocar. These magazines can be viewed free of charge at the National Library 
in Canberra. 

'7\ I\lso included is yet another UK price list. I have written to this shop in the UK to enquire whether 
these prices would apply to our club and, more importantly, if they are willing to dispatch parts ' 
to Australia. 

Not too long ago I bought a stereo radioltape player for my car. Roomy though the 1800 is I 
nevertheless found it a problem to conveniently mount the speakers. Difficulty was experienced 
fitting them to either end of the parcel shelf and this would take up too much space anyway. 
Placing them on the ledge just forward of the front door can result in damage from your feet, not 
to mention the diminished sound quality. Mounting them into the doors is possible but entails 
cutting holes in the metal panel and door trim, both undesirable. Browsing over the problem 
for several weeks I eventually came up with a very simple and effective console mounted on 
the roof. How so you ask? . 

An overhead audio console is very easy to make and requires absolutely no drilling of holes. 
When made up it simply clips into place either side, in the gap between the trim; and the 
front 'tongue' can be slipped directly into the gap immediately above the rear view mirror. The 
mirror and sun visor are unaffected and are left in place. It is virtually impossible to hit your 

f\ head on it although a strip of fairly thick rubber (available from Clark Rubber) glued to the front 
edge is recommended. The result is superb audio with the speakers directly above your head, 
equaling armchair listening in your lounge room. An added advantage, in addition to the ease 



and cheapness to make, is that your sound system is hidden from view and thereby out of sight ' 
to would-be thieves. The cost of materials worked out to around $8 and a plan is included with 
this newsletter. .~ 

Regarding the social evening with the Mini Club on 26 August, would those folk who wish to go 
along please advise me on 82.5262 or ring Laurie Gardner of the Mini Club direct on 91.8022, 
by 16 August at the very latest. I have since been informed that a babysitter is available on 
the evening. 

Spotted by Kathleen Phillips at Capital Auto Wreckers in Fyshwick was a set of bone-coloured 
front and rear seats in excellent condition; they only need cleaning. Also the green carpet was 
in good condition as was the interior trim, also bone-coloured. You will have to phone them for 
a price. 

Our current financial standing is $184'.80, however, with regard to our present club status, this 
will revert to $69.80 following reimbursement to members already having paid in full. Would all 
members who have not yet paid their fees please do so before the end of the month? 

Our next meeting is on Monday, 7 August, at the Canberra Yacht Club at 7.30 pm. 
Remember. . . (' 

You're travelling First Class. ) 
Mick 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

There is to be a French Day held on the lawns of the Old Parliament House on 16 July, part 
of the French Bicentennial celebrations. 

The MG Car Club advises that a swap meet is to be held in Goulburn on the weekend of 22/23 
July. Further details are to be had by phoning Don Brown on 49 6846. 

Social evening with the Mini Club and ourselves on Saturday, 26 August, at the Hungarian­
Al:lstralian Club, Kootara Street, Narrabundah. 

The Porsche Club of Canberra has offered to organise the Economy Run on 10 September 
and more details will be known at the next meeting of the ACT Council of Car Clubs. 

. ( 

The Volvo Car Club will be organising the Breakfast Run this year on 15 October. This e.- ,\ 
normally commences at 8 am and consists of approximately a half-hour run, with the host club 
organising a barbecue afterwards. 

The All-British Day is to be held on 5 November. 

FOR SALE 

Tandem-axle car trailer. 11'x6', homemade and 85% complete (mainly welding work left to 
do). Suspension hydrolastic using two Morris 1500 rear subframes. Brakes connected to two 
wheels and over-run coupling supplied together with six spare wheels. Trailer large enough to 
accommodate a 4WD I.w.b. Landrover. Priced in region of $300. This is a bargain. 
Further details may be obtained by phoning Leo on 411.967. 

Mkll 1800. Manual, white with black trim. Good Features: Rear tyres, CV joints, motor, 2-yr-old 
new clutch kit, heavy duty battery, brake pads, muffler system. Other Features: Front r ats 
fair condition, bodywork reasonable. Not registered. $200. ...-' 
Contact Kathleen Phillips (80.5803 or 80.7224) or Janine Ryan (75.2213 b.hrs). 
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MODERN MOTOR 1965--1970 

Float on fluid Austin 1800. 
Austin 1800. Pre-release scoop. 
Eye opening Austin 1800. 
BMC's shiftless 1800. 
Two ways to an end. Peugot404 vs Austin 1800. 
Two sixes from BMC. 
How BMC sixes perform. 
Austin 1800 steals the show. 
Austin 1800 on safari. 
1800 on safari. 
Automatic Austin 1800. 
Rustproofing/Rotodip 
Austin 1800 Mark II. 
Austin 1800 hot-up. 
British Leylands secret Aussie six. 

WHEELS 1965-1971 

BMC r800 is here. 
Special Austin 1800 feature . 
Road rest - how it works. 
10,000 mile test. 
Wolesley 18/85 automatic. 
Midweek madness. 
Automatically Austin. 
Austin 1800 tops the ton 
Britain's sixty winners. 
Project 5/5. 1800 outback test. 
Nippier LandCrab. 
Zetland gone zany (rally). 
Tasman/Kimberley. 
Austin sixes hit the scene. 
Giant tests - Kimberley and Tasman. 

AUSTRALIAN MOTOR MANUAL 

The 1800. 
We test Austin 1800 with a difference. 
The go-faster Austin 1800. 
Austin 1800 V8. (unavailable) 

AUSTRALIAN MOTOR SPORT 

Austin 1800. 
First-class fluid-floaters. 
Rallycross Landcrab. 
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Starter problems can be ·frustrating -
especially if they persist after you've 
renewed the unit. Here's how to fix them. 

When the starter motor gives 
trouble or refuses to tum the 
engine. there are always some 
clues which indicate where the 
problem lies. Luckily. the 
starter motor circuit is fairly 
straightforward, and so most 
faults can be traced cr.uckly. 

The majority of ' faults are 

caused by poor connections in 
the electrical system, but in the 
case of the motor itself, there 
may be a mechanical fallJl. But if 
the checks are approached ina 
logical sequence. and you have 
a good 'ear' for mechanical 
sounds. then you should 
quickly pinpoint the problem. 

", ' .. ...... . _ . . . 

I thb ·j~b'> · , '. · '7:~:~b!~~~i?:: 
1~~'; TOO1s: Test lamp' large insulated screwdriver. ,:~ \:~~;;;; ,~:" . 
f!~~~; hydro;neter;\' ,;.. ':, " : • . :yif~~t!''' 

Mateiials:. Emery paper, replacement parts .... .. ; .' ~:" .. :. ' 
" · ieauired P~ : . ::.~: ,t .. , .. : ' .. > ,; :';'t ~"': ·:· . . ~,; .: .. .' " • . ~ ... :~: .;:. ;>~ " 

check the starter system about an hour :..;':; 
Dearee of difficulty:. Ch.ecb straightforward~" .. ~;"~ .. . . 

f( ~~··~,;,' ~ · '.l~·· ~:.~·~!'~~~.~;7·:"· ··.· - ' ... . ~- '. ~ {~·~~ii_~ 
y,o~,~~.th.jobpl'Ofeaioaally " 

~Does the, stai'tei work first time every 
.'_ anY:8Xc8Ssiv~ ~~~~f.~'::L~~~~:~:w:-~: ,,; 

(' ( '\. 
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nothir.g at all happens when 
)u t\.oi n the key to the start 
osition, and neither the horn 
~r the lights work . then the 
attery is probably flat and 
'Iould be checked . 

l'lf the battery has a charge, 
,en check the battery leads 
~d terminals. The leads should 
k tightly clamped , and the 
)rmmals and earth should be 
lean. It is quite possible for the 
bills to work yet for an appa· 
'~ntly sound connection to fail 
fhen the starter tries to draw iis 
eavy current. 
If the battery and its connec· 

:ms are all sound (see Step 2). 
ut there is still no power. when 
Ie ignition is switched on. then 

suspect the ignition switch or 
Ihe connections between it and 
Ihe solenoid . 

The starter solenoid rarely 
gives any trouble, and should 
click when you start the engine. 
The click indicates that power is 
reaching the solenoid and that it 
is working. 

If there is no click at the 
solenoid , then check all con· 
nections to it and then check the 
solenoid itself (see Step 4). If the 
solenoid is not faulty . then the 
problem must lie in the starter 
motor or in the connections to it 
though in rare cases the fault 
could be in the ring gear. 

Replacing the ring gear is 
deSCribed in another article. 

. I '" , !.t w. -.&1;1 ,. .• , . ~;tIf~lfl"~t· ... 
: ;.' . . ' 't' ':; ''~~l''*-' 

.'. Quick aCtioD·~ .. ;f 
". . '. . .. .' : .. " . ,, ;:~ ... " '''i . . 
~If ever y~u: hear .;.~g~;; 
'.' noise's coming . frOm;; ~~~i 
.: .. !Jtarter motor - whetheJ.'.lt ~\ 

of the inertia type or. ~ 
en~ged '-:- investig&tei~l 

i 81?On as you c~ .. This Is ve"i 
; importarit as prOmpt)l~9.!l~ 
"could 'save the motor frOm~ 
.': the scrap heap. If the .m~tOr.t: 
. or the gear teeth wear; the" 
. Oywheel ring gear willgfit'~ 
chewed up very quic:Jgy;: 

"and to replace this you bv,', 
to remove the enlline!:~ oi.' 
gearbox first. . . .. :~ ~ 7i ," ~ 

:"-.-: . ' . : .. ::.' < / ... " .... ,-.---------, 

~,,;~ ~ <" . ' . The starter circuit 
There are two types of starter 

i moIor; the Bendix type and the 
i pre ... ,ngaged type. ' The pre~ 
• engaged type can be reCognized 
•. "by the fact. that Its aoIet)old '- an . " 
,',. acttvatlng switch ' - Is situated 7 ' 
, directly on top of the motOr. The 
;' ~ few: the Bendix type Is 

located separately, u_11y on the 
, bulkhead or Inner wing In the 

engine compartment. 
The Bendix type Is more prone 

to trouble as the pinion Is made to 
rotate and move Inwards to 

engage with the flywheel. 
Because of this movement, the 

. pinion can stick on Its shalt and 
can also suffer from problema 
caused by wot'n teeth. 

The pinion on the pnHIrIg8ged 
type Is nlCMId outwards from the 
motor to engage with the flywheel 
by a lever connected to the 
solenoid. 

Power to the starter motor 
. arrives through a simple ctrcult. A 
cabte goes directly from the 
battery to the starter soIenotd.·A 

alternative route lor wire 

starter molor 

earth 

cable then passes from the 
solenoid to the starter motor -
this Is the power cable. A wire 
passes from the battery to the 
Ignltton switch. and from there 
passes to the solenoid. This wire 
closes the circuit altowlngcurrent 
to pass to the field colts In the 
motor. 

The battery, Ignition switch. 
solenoid and starter motor are all 
earthed and a bad earth In the 
circuit Is a common cause of 
starter motor probtems. 

+;/ battery 

iW~'4 ' 

~. , 
ignition switch ~ , ._te_r ___ .J 

~------------------------------------------------------~ 

C' ( 

( " \ 

( 

;::iil"q.· • ':J: ,CF ....... . 
.*,; :(.~. 1t' -{ .,f" '[ .1' .~ ' .. , 'r " -" f ' '\' .J '/ ' . ../ F , 1(, . 

1 (.1: ~!1 . f! fif ~ ~ I , ' i-I. ~!i n,' J. ' ;( w,! R I: J, I~ .>;(.:.~ 
If the car seems to be electrical. 
Iy 'dead '. check the battery 
terminals first. If you notice that 
the positive terminal is hot after 
trying to start the car. this is a 
sure sign that it is not making a 
proper connection. Instead of 
just examining the terminals, 
clean them first (fig I), then use 
a spanner or screwdriver to 
loosen the clamps from their 
posts and disconnect both 
leads. Clean the connecting 
surfaces with emery ' paper 
before reconnecting and make 
sure that the clamps and cable 
are all in ' good condition. (see 
WW4and5). 

Try starting the car agam. If 
you still have no response. 
follow the positive cable from 

I. Cleaning up the term/nol clomps -Inside ond out 

2. Checking ,ho' the bottery leod Is tlgh, 0' 'he solenoid 
--,.~"", 
~-

the starter solenOId anc make 
sure that the nut hold:~g It In 
place is tight (fig 2) Use a 
span:Jer or sockel spa:::;er Ie, do 
thiS. but be careful nOI to ove r. 
tighten II and be sure not to leI 
the spanner touch an)' other 
part of the car or vou may 
recel\'''' a nastv shock 

NexT. examine the ea:;h strap ' 
and Its conneClTon te the ear 's 
bod yv:ork (fig 3) If there IS 
conoslo:J here YOU s'l c:.: :d d:5' 
connect the strap and clea:; the 
area v;lth a wire brush or sand. 
paper until at least some b right 
.,..,nt,' If' ('"h ,... . ... ... ,... . \.. . .... . : ~ 

3. Checking eorth lead 

I: you are In any j :1J~ ~ abo!.,; ' ' :" 
old one's cond l:lc:: 

If t'Je car I ~ S' :: : f:"'::::~: :",. 
dead. the baTtery :::~S: be :',.-, . 
Assur.lIng that you hove no: '.:. :. 
Ihe Ilghls on a:1d that !he ca r :: .', . 
been In re';lUlar ~se " .. 
baTte: \' mea:;s Ih~: e:'her 1: ... ·:­
IS a dram ~~ (he ?l'?c::- ::· 
syste:n caused by a shorl C! : C'.! :· 

or that the ba Tten' IS ia u;;',' 
Recharge II a:Jd I he~ le~I~~~ . 
ee,; ''':nh a h)'c,' r 'Jr" - "1! (fig4 . i: 
the ba tter v ;',' 1:1\ )i)Ccei:'.' . <­

charge . not eve:: c 1: ICf·,. : 

charge overnighT. :h en \'; ': . 
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Starter problems can be frustrating -
especially if they persist after you've 
renewed the unit. Here's how to fix them. 

When the starter motor gives 
trouble or refuses to tum the 
engine, there are always some 
clues which indicate where the 
problem lies. Luckily, the 
starter motor circuit is fairly 
straightforward, and so most 
faults can be traced cr.uclcly. 

'nIe majority of faults are 

caused by poor connections in 
the electrical system, but in the 
case of the motor itself, there 
may be a mechanical fault. But if 
the checks are approached in a 
logical sequence, and you have 
• good 'ear' · for mechanical 
sounds, then you should 
quickly pinpoint the problem. 

:: .,. When to do' this job' - . : .):' ;.:.,:\ 
... : The moment you have problems getting the engin ... ·'­

to tum over:-: even if the problem is.iDtermittent,; 
in the Starter beComes . . t .. ·. ·".·, ..... ~ -- .. , .. .. ... . ; , . DOISJ 

starter Circuit ~~I.~ ~f-:.~~~.~ " ~ ' :-. . - ~ ':'::~ ~:'ll~? '{" ; ~~~ . 
.. Testing the ignition switch, the starter solenoid, 

the motor itself .' .' . , .. : : -
Removing and cleaning a Benctiz drlv&' . .. ',. 

: Possibly fitting a new solenoid . :;,' .:; 
. Possibly overhauling a starter motor . -::;: . > .. 

l • • • • 

·- ;;Oth;~'_le CB1I88S aacI ~ j~ . : ~;-,-~.:-. 
Benctiz starter service . . . r. . " 
Repairing pre-engaged starters 
Please see Index lor page nwnben 

.. ' ~';; d;'t,I~'j;b~/;-~'~f ~S : . . .. . 
Test lamp; large iDsuJated screwdriver; 

Spaimers; hydrometer*;~~ . ;.. :, ~ ' . : ' . 
rf { MateJials: EmerY paPer. replacement parts as .. :':. 

ieauire(f;. ~: 1~.:: :~ ·~;!~ ·;·: ' :'~~;jf..;~?~:;~>~ r ~ · .. ::: '. ~ . ~ ~~- ; . ~ .. :". : ~~ -~': 
To check the starter system about an hour .· 

·1 diffi~ty: .• ~ stmightforward,:.,:_:l 
,l.; ':£" !" : . . :\ ~ ";'~~i4:; .Y' :... . . -.. .... . . 
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If nothing at all happens when 
. JOU tum the key to the start 
position, and neither the horn 
nor. the lights work, then the 
battery is probably flat and 
should be checked. 

If the battery has a charge, 
then check the battery leads 
and terminals. The leads should 
be tightly clamped, and the 
terminals and earth should be 
clean. It is quite possible for the 
lights to work yet for an appa· 
rently sound connection to fail 
when the starter tries to draw its 
heavy current. 

If the battery and its connec· 
tions are all sound (see Step 2), 
but there is still no power, when 
the ignition is switched on, then 

• j ": l tL I g ~ i:. J $, .: i ;r; :.! ' .. 

suspect the ignition switcb .O[ . ' ~~~....,.-.I 
the connections between it and i . " . .... _. .' 

the solenoid. 
The starter solenoid rarely 

gives any trouble, and should 
click when you start the engine. 
The click indicates that power is 
reaching the solenoid and that it 
is working. 

If there is no click at the 
solenoid, then check all con· 
nections to it and then check the 
solenoid itself (see Step 4). If the 
solenoid is not faulty, then the 
problem must lie in the starter 
motor or in the connections to it 
though in rare cases the fault 
could be in the ring gear. 

Replacing the ring gear is 
described in another article. 

·;· · i 

cable then passes f~' t~::' 
of this movement, u.., ;l;, aoIenoId to the starter motor ...,, ' . 

stick on Its 'haft . II!d:~thI' . I8 . the power cable. A .wI ... ·:· 
. .. uffer · from probllllY!!:;;· .. ;)es888 from the batt8IY to the,:;:·! 
'f worrl ,eeth.).;:::~:: ,~~:;~· ignition switch, and from ther~('i, 

pinion on the prHngIIg8d :.:,: passes to the solenoid. This wll1!;" 
i rnov8d outwards from the ~'.cJoseetheclrcuJtallowlngcurrent 

t.motor to eOOf08 with the fJywheel~~,: to pass to. the fJel~ .c:,oJl~ .!r! .tI1 
i l)y ~ :iI : le\~k~ed.; ~~.t!jit motn:·bait8IY' · ~~It.c;: 

to the starter motor ·· ~: IIOIenoid and starter motor ... 
'" _ _ _ through aslmple circuit. A '. ' earthed and • bad earth In the:.; 

. ' ", ' ''' . t:'f cable goes'dlrectly from the .· Circuit 18 • common ~ of .... ·· . 
_;ii1~ ; :<:~, :, batt8IY to the starter solenoid. A .. ' : . starter motor problems.. .. ' 

-H--alternative route lor wire I 
starter motor . ' -
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eartb 
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U .'1"....... ienition switch AJQt====::'-_J L-~~~-r---i~ ~~. 

('Ie 
, 

I 

( ( 

L Il 

~ I 
( 

- ,1, .... \ 4 ,': = .. ~ ". I, 

IfJbe car seems to be electrical· 
ly 'dead', check the battery 
terminals first. If you notice that 
the positive terminal is hot after 
trying tCl start the car, this is a 
sure sign that it is not making a 
proper connection. Instead of 
just examining the terminals. 
clean them first (fig 1). then use 
a spanner or screwdriver to 
loosen the ' clamps from their 
posts and disconnect both 
leads. Clean the connecting 
surfaces with emery paper 
before reconnecting and make 
sure that the clamps and cable 
are all in good condition. (see 
WW4and5). 

Try starting the car again. If 
you still .have no response. 
follow the positive cable from r. e, .. ".,,_ up ,It. '''''''''0' clom, 

c~~~~i~~~ ~ ,"?~~~::;~ 
~" _ r-:-,\f"~", -" ~ '; -:1"f\~ :.!;~~ • 
·i~{~R'YTWl,-,. ~~:1t'L~!; 

"~,,,f( t5 '··':r,t"·'''''·. •. .: ~ - ,. ~ ,. : ':;~. '\'.;_ #, r.~':''';''' .t:. , -' 
,"" ", ' ~ ' .• "lD'~ .;: •• ~ .~., ~.", J; ', • •. 

:(.'. . . ,. '(",.f,~,,~. ~-: L 
" ~:O' ;',:'>,. -.':T • .; ~, I 0: .. "" 

" ' ' '. -,"." . ' , ' • •. ' ;t'l~ll; ~ ~:-;'!~!:~~'" '. ~.:;.~ \ • ~ . -;~~A 
"'1'~"C,~~":;',oj7' ~:-.4 • . * .... ,~.,.~~ .... ;;. 

J:.j/ .. '"'''''' ,:~.. . :it:.~~-,!>: -.0 ,,,' 

2. eltecle'''fI ,Ito' ,It. boffer., , •••• ,,_It, 0' ,It. so'eno.d 

4, Clt.ck'ng ,It. "o".ry 

the starter solenoid and make 
sure that the nut holding it in 
place is tight (fig 2), Use a 
spanner or socket spanner to do 
this. but be careful not to over· 
tighten it and be sure not to let 
the spanner touch any other 
part of the car or you may 
receIve a nasty shock. 

Next. examine the earth strap 
and its connection to the car 's 
bodywork (fig 3), If there is 
corrosion here you should dis· 
connect the strap and clean the 
area with a wire brush or sand· 
paper until at least some bright 
metal is showing through, Refit 
Ihp PiHlh Si rilfl l "l (II il ri P,,: on" 
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If you fmd that the battery has 
power'but the starter still fails to 
turn, try switching on the head­
lamps while you tum the ignition 
key to the 'start' position. The 
lights should dim - ifthey do not 
it means that the starter is not 
drawing any current, so part oC 
the circuit is at Cault. 

To make a more detailed 
check you will need to use a test 
lamp (see WW 27). First locate 
the solenoid. This will be on top 
of the starter motor iC you car has 
a pre-engaged starter motor or 
on one side oC the engine com­
partment or on the bulkhead iC 
you have a Bendix starter. If the 
solenoid is not immediately 
obvious, simply Collow the wires 
running fIom the starter until 
you find it. Look Cor a thin wire ' 
connected to its own terminal on 
the solenoid. This carries the 
power Crom the ignition switch 
and it is usually a simple push-fit 

J. Malr. AIr. ,ha' pa_ I, r_chln" ,h._I.nold 

on to the solenoid. Pull the wire 
from its terminal and, with one 
lead of the' test lamp , earthed 
touch the other against the lead 
to the ignition switch (fig 1). 
When the ignition key is turned 

to operate the starter lamp 
should light up. If it does, it 
means that the ignition switch 
and the wire are working 
properly but that the starter or 
solenoid is faulty. ' 

( 

. . GJ..r3; " ? r';-,' , - . (liH(cm"1AJtlltlll[EI~ 
If there is power reaching the 
solenoid, but still nothing 
happens when you turn the 
ignition key, either the motor or 
solenoid must be faulty. 

With Bendix starters where 
the solenoid is mounted 
separately from the starter 
motor, 'you will usually find a 
button which overrides the 

solenoid to activate the starter; it 
sits between the two large 
electrical connections. Make 
sure the car is in neutral and the 
ignition key is 'off and then 
press the button (fig 3). The 
starter should work, indicating 
that the solenoid is faulty. A 
starter solenoid cannot be dis­
mantled for repair, but it is fairly 

" ,f f"" .nlenold Is workIng. power will reach 'he dar 

( 

easy to fit 'a new replacement. 
With pre-engaged starters this 
is a little more difficult since the 
starter motor itself has to be 
removed first. Full details of 

. how to remove this type of 
starter and separate the 
solenoid from it are covered on 
FlY 125 and 126. 

Some Bendix starter sole-

2. ChNk pre-engaged type 
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2. WII.r. 'a chNIc lor pa_ - "'It ,.".. of ,'art., 

If you fir 
power rea( 
there must : 
connection. 
switch lead 
at the soler 
that the pi 
firmly crimi 
wire and tl 
undamagec 
disappear 
harness so 
to Collow it 
ignition swi 
Cusebox -
passesthrc 
that the Cus 
and are rna 
nections. 

The only 
that the ign 
or that ther 
tion into thE 
switch com 
persists. reI 
flY 397 to 41 

.,-,,' .. , ... ·.:~~: .... 4._1 >",_ .• ••• \: -:-",-:'_'''' 

noids do not have such a button, 
nor do any pre-engaged 
starters. To check the solenoid 
on these types, bridge the two 
large electrical connections 
with a test lamp. Turn the 
ignition key to 'start' - if the 
lamp lights the solenoid is 
working. On a pre-engaged 
starter, connect the test lamp 

between the large terminals on 
the solenoid (fig Z). If the lamp 
lights, the solenoid is fine, and 
the starter motor is either 
jammed or has an internal Cault 
(see Step 6). If the lamp does not 
light, the solenid is Caulty and 
you must replace it. 

With Bendix starter solenoids, 
first disconnect the battery, 

thenmakei 
oC the ele. 
Now discol 
undothe~ 
hold the a' 
engine COl 
When you I 
solenoid, m 
fit the wire! 

. round. 

~- Ov.",d. 'h. _'eno'd a, a IIna' cliNic .. 4. ",o'.na'd " fau',., ....... 
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I. Wh_ fo Itlf ,It. mofor If I' '"ommed 

pinion can jam in mesh with the 
flywheeL To free it. look on the 
end of the starter motor where 
you will see a square peg. Use a 
spanner to turn it clockwise (fig 
2) or put the car in top gear and 
rock it back and fonh. 

The same problem can occur 
with pre-engaged starters, but 
in this case, it is the operating "\ 
lever linking the pinion to the . } 
solenoid which sticks. Rocking '.' 
the car in gear can disengage it 
as can hitting the motor casing 
with a soft hammer (fig 1). 

JUo,.·ended sltcrff. fum tlta' Instood 

A motor which jams more than 
once is probably faulty so you 
should 'remove the motor and 
clean the components or 
replace them (see FlY 143to ISO 
andFrY 123 to 134). 

With a noisy motor that fails to 
turn over the engine, first check 
that the motor mounting bolts 
are all tight. These bolts can 
work loose and so prevent the 
pinion from engaging properly 
with the flywheel. 

If the Bendix' motor makes a 
high pitched whine then the 
pinion has become jammed on 
its shaft. This is caused by wear ) 
or din on either the helix thread "-
or the Bendix. Sometimes, you 
can encourage the Bendix to 
move by shocking it free 11";"'1 a 
firm hit from a soft hamm~ ~f ) 
1). If this does not work, ov, 
haul the Bendix drive (see-
FlY 14S In 1411) 

"<t' . . ' ... '.'. ' .. ' .', .,'.' -., '. ' ... ..... : .. " .' I .,....... .Ir·,'·· " I~}:r.~~ '. ·r.':" ;i'J/';rK'~. r.l' u, " 
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... PInIon goor In good cond"'on 

the pinion on the Bendix has 
stripped its teeth (fig 5). This will 
be indicated by a lcud mechani­
cal chattering frC'1'!'"1 the motor as 
it occasionally engages with the 
flywheeL This fault occurs only 
on the Bendix motor as the 
pinion is already rotating slight­
ly before it engages wilh the fly· 
wheel. Again, the motor should 
be removed and stripped for in­
spection (see FrY 145 to 146). 

If it shows bad SIgnS of wear 
you should also examine the 
condition of the flywheel ring 

'. ' ' ''-, 

\ ..... . '", 
~~" 

t.,'~i.:~t fl1:.i~ ·· ~~.~. 
i '" ""' , 

• ". I : 

' ..... .".;' I ,'-
5. A chewed ond bodly damaged p'"'on 

gea'r. Usually you will be able to 
see the teeth of the ring gear 
through the hole which houses 
the starter motor, but there may 
also be an access hole in the 
bell housing which will give you 
a better view (fig 6). It may be 
covered by a metal plate or a 
large rubber grommet. If the 
ring gear teeth are worn, the 
only solution is to remove the 
flywheel to renew the ring gear 
or the entire nywheel and nng 
gear assembly. This job is 
covered in another article. 6. CheckIng rIng g_r 

" ~~~'" " 
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An electrical fault in the starter 
motor can be recognised by the 
motor being electrically 'dead' 
- that is it draws no power from 
the battery. If the test in Step 5 
has shown that the starter motor 
is not "jammed, then the fault 
must be electrical. This is 
caused by either worn out 
brushes, a diny commutator, or 
burnt out Windings. 

To investigate the problem 
(fig 1) you must first remove the 
staner and then strip it down as 
described in flY 141 to ISO 
(Bendix type) and FrY 123 to 134 
(pre-engaged type). A burnt out 
motor can be quickly diag­
nosed by the smell; as the 
windings short out, the 
n rntpM;vp l ~ rnllo", 1('" lo-. ,,'P .... t 
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I. Moke Mre thot power Is r_chlng the solenoId 

on to the solenoid , Pullthe.wire 
from its terminal and, with one 
lead of the test lamp earthed 
touch the other against the lead 
to the ignition switch (fig 1). 
When the ignition key is turned 

solenoid to activate the starter; it 
sits between the two large 
electrical connections. Make 
sure the car is in neutral and the 
ignition key is 'off' and then 
press the button (fig 3). The 
starter should work, indicating 
that the solenoid is faulty . A 
starter solenoid cannot be dis­
mantled for repair , but it IS fairly 

f " . _ • • _ ~ ........ 

to operate the starter lamp 
should light up. If it does, it 
means that the ignillon switch 
and the wire are working 
properly but that the starter or 
solenoid is faulty . 

easy to fit a new replacement. 
With pre-engaged starters this 
is a little more difficult since the 
starter motor itself has to be 
removed first. Full details of 
how to remove this type of 

, .. starter and separate the 
solenoid from it are covered on 
flY 125 and 126 

Some BendiX starter sole-

1. Ch"clc pre-en .cftype 

( 

( ( 

solenOid 

2. Where to check lor power - both ty".s of storter 

If you fmd that there IS no 
power reading at the solenoid, 
there must be a faulty electTlcal 
connection. Make sure that the 
switch lead is in good condition 
at the solenoid end and check 
that the pUsh-fit connector IS 

firmly crimped to the end of the 
wire and that the wire itself is 
undamaged. It will probably 
disappear into a large wiring 
harness so you will not be able 
to follow it all the way to the 
ignition switch. Next look at the 
fuse box - somellmes the wIre 
passes through a fuse so check 
that the fuses are all unbroken 
and are making good tight con­
nections. 

The only other possibility is 
that the ignition sWllch IS faulty 
or that there is a loose connec­
tion into the switch. Check the 
switch connections, if the fault 
persists. replace the switch (see 

. FlY 397 to 404 ). 
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noids do not have such a button, 
nor d o any pre-engaged 
starters. To check the solenoid 
on these types, bridge the two 
large electrical connections 
with a test lamp. Turn the 
ignition key to 'start ' - if the 
lamp lights the solenoid is 
workmg. On a pre-engaged 
starter. connect the test lamp 

between the large terminals on 
the solenoid (fig 2). If the lamp 
lights, the solenoid is fine, and 
the starter motor is either 
jammed or has an internal fault 
(see Step 6). If the lamp does not 
light, the solenid is faulty and 
you must replace it. 

With Bendix staner solenoids, 
first disconnect the battery, 

then make a note of the positIOn 
of the electrical connections. 
Now disconnect the wires and 
undo the bolts or screws which 
hold the assembly inside the 
engine compartment (fig 4). 
When you are flllmg the new 
solenoid , make certam that you 
fit the wires back the right way 
round . 

3. OverrIde the solenoId ° "nol check 4. " solenoid Is fou/ty. renew" 
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A fault 10 Ihe slarler molar can 
be mechanical or electrical. 

A mechanical faull is usually 
indlcaled by some form of 
nOise. but where the motor 
appears to be 'dead' - that is 
the motor does not turn and 
makes no noise - the fault could 
be either mechanical or elec· 
trical (see Step 6), 

To check whether the motor is 
jammed turn on the headlights 
- if the solenoid clicks and the 
lights dim but the motor fails to 
turn when you turn the ignition 
key, then the motor is jammed. 

end of shaft 

With Bendix starters. the r. Wh.r. to hit th. motor If It 1./ommH 

2. If motor hOi a squar.·_dH shaft, tum that In.t_d 

,ping pr ••• ngoll" IIart.,. _tor hou.'nfl to fr_ pinion 
WHAT'S WROMr: 

pinion can jam in mesh with the 
flywheel. To free it. look on the 
end of the starter moter where 
you will see a square peg, Use a 
spanner to turn it clockwise (fig 
Z) or put the car in top gear and 
rock it back and forth. 

The same problem can occur 
with pre-engaged starters. but 
in this case. it is the operating 
lever linking the pinion to the 
solenoid which sticks, Rocking 
the car in gear can disengage it 
as can hitting the motor casing 
with a soft hammer (fig I), 

A motor which jams more than 
once is probably faulty so you 
should remove the motor and 
clean the components or 
replace them (see FlY 143 to 150 
and FlY 123 to 134), 

Wllh a noisy motor that falls to 
turn over the engine. first check 
that the motor mounting bolts 
are all tight. These bolts can 
work loose and so prevent the 
pinion from engaging properly 
with the flywheel. 

If the Bendix motor makes a 
high pilched whine then the 
pinion has become jammed on 
its shafl. Tl1 i ~, is caused by wear 
or dirt on either the helix thread 
or the BendiX, Sometimes, you 
can encourage the Bendix to 
move by ,~,,(;ckmg it free with a 
firm hI! I, , soft hammer (fig 
., If t1 not work. over-

.ul !. j ix drive (see 
,elY 14' 
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4. I'lnlon II-r In llood condition 

the pinion on the Bendix has 
stripped its teeth (fig 5), This will 
be indicated by a lcud mechani­
cal chattering frC'1'!"1 the motor as 
it occasionally engages with the 
flywheel. This fault occurs only 
on the Bendix motor as the 
pinion is already rotating slight­
ly before it engages with the fly­
wheel. Agair., the motor should 
be removed and stripped for in­
spection (see FlY 145 to 146), 

If 11 shows bad sIgns of wear 
you should also examine the 
condition of the flywheel ring 

5. A ch.w" and badly damog 

gear, Usually you will be able to 
see the teeth of the ring gear 
through the hole which houses 
the starter motor, but there may 
also be an access hole in the 
bell housing which will give you 
a better view (fig 6). It may be 
covered by a metal plate or a 
large rubber grommet. If the 
ring gear teeth are worn, the 
only solullon , is to remove the 
flywheel to renew the ring gear 
or the entire flywheel and ring 
gear assembly. This job is 
covered in another article, ,. Checking rl ' 

.• rEel' •• CHE:CKIMOIOl(ElJC~@.'~$ 
An electrical fault in the starter 
motor can be recognised by the 
motor being electrically 'dead ' 
- that is it draws no power from 
the battery, If the test in Step 5 
has shown that the starter motor 
is not jammed, then the fault 
must be electrical. This is 
caused by either worn out 
brushes, a dirty commutator, or 
burnt out windings, 

To investigate the problem 
(fig 1) you must first remove the 
starter and then strip it down as 
described In FlY 147 to ISO 
(Bendix type) and FlY 123 to 134 
(pre-engaged type), A burnt out 
motor ""n be quickly diag· 
nosed the smell; as the 
wind Y short out. the 
proted-.. lacquer is burnt, 
producina an IInnl.,,,,,,,", """",II 
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The removal method for starter 
motors varies slightly from car 
to car and it also depends on 
what type of starter motor is 
fitted. However, in most cases, 
removal is straightforward, al­
though some motors can be dif­
ficult to reach - sometimes it is 
easier to approach the motor 
from above and on other cars. it 
is best to tackle the job from 
underneath. 
_ Start by disconnecting the live 
battery terminal, then remove 
the main feed wire from the 
terminal on the starter motor. 
On pre-engaged starters, you 
will have to remove the solenoid 
feed cable as well. Take care 

.. when remOving the main ter­
minal nut that you do not allow 
this terminal screw to move as 
this may damage the internal 
wiring circuits. 

Next, remove the screws or 
nuts that hold the starter to the 
engine. Unfortunately on some 
cars you may have to remove 
some components that are in the 
way before you can do this. 
Finally, slide the starter motor 
out of its housing. 

When you replace the starter 
motor, check all the retaining 
bolts for soundness - the unit 
takes a great deal of strain and 
any weakness in the bolts could 
cause them to snap off. creating 
more starting problems. 
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AHTI·sv.'lA T SEATS 

A British Leyllnd 1800 - specillly built. .quipp.d ,nd lIery specillly tuned. 

Canberra and District Austin 1800 Club 

REVERSING LAMP 

September 1989 

Fifteen members were at the August. meeting which, looking back to recent attendances, is average and 
over half of the Canberra membership; this is encouraging. Three new members have joined us during the 
past month and they are: 

Paul HANNAFORD 40 Sloane Street (048) 211-258 2 restorable 1800s 
Goulburn NSW 2580 2 for wrecking 

Druce McFARLANE 'Herber', Kings Highway (048) 427-123 MkI Manual 
Braidwood NSW 2622 with MkII mechanicals 

Jan McFARLANE 7 Haley's Close (062) 97·4421 MkII Manual 
Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

Ian Davey and Paul Hannaford, both from Goulburn. managed the trip to Canberra and honoured us 
by their attendance. Ray, Woodbridge donated his S~O refund to the club as did Colin McFarlane of 
Faulconbridge. Our two new members, by the way, are Colins' son and daughter. Janine Ryan (her car 
was advertised in last month's newsletter) also donated $10, a token of her thanks for the subsequent sale 
of her car. Two more membership fees were collected and the majority of members have paid their dues, 
however nine fees are still outstanding and these must be received by our next meeting in order to remain 
on the mailing list for the newsletter and to finalise the Club Assistance Plan listing. Our current balance 
of funds now stands at a healthy $175.55. 

The Austin/Morris 1800/2200 Owners Club, our Welsh counterpart in the UK, recently sent a parcel 
containing a brand new door handle and a filter for the power steering on Dill Wheeler's English 1800. Also 
enclosed were some photographs of recent displays/events in which their club particpated, photos of some 
of the members' cars and even a picture of Dill Fraser himself, their founder member. Dill also included 
some microfiche films of parts numbers, much to the delight of Tom Dray who is having them copied and 
reproduced in large size for our club's benefit. Dill also tells us that one of their members has a contract in 
the Ministry of Defence Shipping Department and he can get free passage of virtually anything from the 
UK to downunder. I wonder if Dill realises he has virtually opened Pandora's Box for us! 

As pointed out by our UK cousins, October this year is the 25th Anniversary of the Landcrab. Please put 
your thinking cap on and try to come up with some suggestions how our club can contribute something 
toward this event. 

Pat Farrell of the Austin MVC (Vic) has obtained a quote On a grill badge for us. It employs our club 
(\ emblem in red and chrome on a black background with chrome writing; it's glazed and has a ~" stud on 

the rear. The cost is $15.60 each for a minimum order of 50. This will surely be the cheapest price we'll 

ever encounter. 



Don't forget, our copy of the video on the London to Sydney 1Iarathon is still doing the rounds. Recently 
Pat Farrell sent a rare copy of the Daily Express book on the marathon depicting the entrants, cars an~ 
the route taken. (lIe's in the wrong club, isn't he?) Not wishing to neglect our interstatemembcrs tl\ 
invitation is cxtcnded to you if you wish to borrow the video or any other material available to us; you need 
only ask. 

Talking of lnarathons, while in North Queensland recently I switched on the television one evening only to 
see a couple of 1800staking part in a rally. The event, I found out later, featured the Endeavour Foundation 
Rally and ventured into the Gulf country. Two 180.0.s were entered (a MkI and a MkII), sponsored by. Powers 
Ditter and the House of MG. Since returning to Canberra I've learnt the Landcrabs gave a good account 
of themsclves - Car 32 (MkI) came 15th and Car 32 (~IkII) came 29th out of 52 finishers . The :MkI was 
4th in its class. A major problem was the collapse of two hydrolastic displacers in fairly quick succession, 
but the cars were fast in the tight sections, only to be beaten in the long straight runs. The consensus was 
that the cars are very comfortable and the Japanese should take a leaf out of BMC's book. We, of course, 
have known that for years, but now people are just waking up to them. 

Did you know that nine 18o.o.s entered the London to Sydney Marathon and, out of 85 starters, two 18o.os 
finished in the first five and 18o.o.s won second and third team prizes. More 18o.o.s finished in the first 35 
placcs than any other car entered and the marathon covered well ov.er 11,0.0.0. miles. 

When did you last clean out your fuel system? Li~e most of us, you've probably never given it a though/" 
Here is how you can do the job very .. cheaply and effectively. The idea is to fill your tank with a 2o.ro - ') 
proportion of high octane unleaded fuel once in a while. The advantage is that the high octane unleaded 
flld has a very high level of detcrgent additivcs included to clean fuel nozzles in the fuel injection systems 
of the cars which use this type of fuel. The 20.% proportion is not sufficient to do any damage to valve sea.ts 
(being unleaded fuel) but does wonders in removing sludge and fuel gum even after a short run. Remarkable 
results can be obtained using the Shell Ultra Uigb fuel, but other brands would probably have the same 
effect. 

Our technical topic this month is overhauling a distributor. It is probably one of the least maintained 
components on our engines and is taken very much for granted. Included with this newsletter is how you 
can check it out . 

Recent correspondence included an invitation from the Apex Club of Muswellbrook to participate in the 
Motorfest 89 which is to be held on the weekend of 15-16 October. Interested members can contact me on 
82.5262. 

Remember: Any member who wises to contribute anything toward the newslett~r is only too welcome. It' 
can be in the way of general or technical information, about your car or even how you came to be hooke,r--­
on Landcrabs. Perhaps we should nominate one member each month? \Vhat do you think? ./ 

Our next meeting is on Monday, 4 September, at the Canberra Yacht Club at 7.30 pm. 
Remember . . . 

FOR SALE 

You're travelling First Class. 
}.lick 

Righthand rear suspension arm which has new pivot bush fitted . $50. Contact Roger Payne 910..647. 

MkII Manual Sedan. Light blue; motor sound. Front brakes overhauled with discs machined and new seals 
fitted to calipers and new pads; new brake shoes on rear. Clutch overhauled 12 months ago and car standing 
most of this time. Tyres good with rear two nearly new. Vehicle needs new brake master cylinder. Body 
condition good with no rust but minor damage to two doors. $500. unregistered. Contact Jonathon Gifford 
8S.33·W. 

,r--­
Austin 1800 MkII, 1972. Well looked after, fh'e good tyres, runs well, very reliable, spare engine. Offers tl 
Keith 54 .6053. ---' 

Give Away: Drivcshaft , suit MkII. 82.5262. 
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Number 17 Canberra and District Austin 1800 Club October 1989 

That dreaded Canberra 'Iurgi' which has resulted In so many 'sickies' in the workforce also depleted our mem­
bership at the last meeting. · Apologies.. were received from Mick Oates, George Parker, Andrew McGregor and 
Ray Woodbridge. Kathleen Phillips was there with the remaining bottom tier of the chocolates she won in the 
lucky dc;>or price at the 25th Birthday Party of the BMC Mini. The door prize also included a bottle of champage 
which we polished off in short order. Those of us who went along thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and the ACT 
Mini Club are to be congratulated for organizing such a good night. 

laurie Gardner invited us 'Iandcrabbers' to join in the procession the following day (seeing as we are derivatives 
of the Mini) and so on Sunday about 150 Minis (and derivatives) set off from the Natex Centre. In Indian file we 
all proceeded to the lawns of the old Parliament House where a Mini 'Show and Shine' event was held. 

We welcome yet more new members to the club, all frJm interstate. Firstly, Graham cind Margaret Ryan who live 
at Tumblebung in northern NSW and are friends of Noel and Doreen Makings of Wallangarra in Qld. Graham 
and Margaret are the proud owners of a 1969 Mkll manual sedan. Our other new member is Rick Hopkins of 
Goulburn and he is a mate of Paul Hannaford's. Rick has yet to advise me of his address and vehicles but I 
believe they Include a couple of sedans and a ute. Rick has many spares available for both Mkl and Mkll but, 
at the moment, he is chasing a direction indicator assem~ly (and who isn't) along with a Mkl brake booster. He 
can be contacted on PH (048) 218-165. A mate of Rick's reconditions worn carbon clutch release bearings for 
around $10-$15. The new cost of this Item Is around $48 so don't throwaway your old ones. 

Jes Kirk rang me to say he and his wife are off to Queensland to spend their retirement and reluctantly wishes 
to resign from the club. We. wish them happy days. 

To things technical ... Tom Bray brought along a speedometer head to the last meeting and, when it IS removed 
from the glass front panel, a small number was seen adjacent to the odometer. The one Tom had was marked 
1184, from a utility. Apparently other numbers, yet to be determined, relate to the manual and automatic models 
and these numbers are associated with the final drive gear ratiOS, therefore affecting the speedometer readout. 

While on this topic, did you know that a 13-inch wheel revolves 874 times per mile whilst a 14-inch wheel revolves 
821 times per mile, both at 30 mph. . 

A minor overheating problem was experienced recently by a member, partly caused by a build-up of oil and grease 
on the meshed section of the sumpguard. Degreasing helped solve the problem. InCidentally the meshed s~ction 
of the sumpguard can be chiselled off and removed without any detrimental effect with an added advantage in 
that easy access is gained to the lower bolt of the starter motor. . . 

If you did not know already, the driver's side engine mount is no longer made. Most of you have at some time 
or another had to replace one or both· .of these mounts when they have been seen to part company. Perhaps 
someone in the club can suggest a way to reborid them, especially with all the excellent adhesives on the market 
today. Addison's Garage in Kiama can still supply new ones at a cost of $44 each. 

(\ Engine oil dipsticksl Of course you knew there were two lengths. The manual dipstick is 17~ inches (44.8 cm) 
long and the automatic is 16~ inches (41.9 cm) long. 
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CLUB ASSISTANCE PLAN 

Member's Name Resident of Phone Number Camping Mechanical Distance Willing 
Available Assistance to Travel (kms) 

Hamish Burnett-Read Heathfield SA (08) 339 3217 .j .j 100 

Ian Davey Goulburn NSW N/A .j .j 35 

Paul Hannaford Goulburn NSW (048) 211 258 .j ...; within reason 

Jim Laity Griffith ACT 958900 - ...; 10 

Noel and Doreen Makings Wallangabba OLD (076) 84 3136 .j ...; 100 

Colin McFarlane Faulconbridge NSW (047) 512527 - .j reasonable 

Andrew McGregor Pearce ACT 86 1807 .j V 50 /"' 
'- -

George Parker Page ACT 541 253 .j ...; 60 

Kathleen Phillips Fyshwick ACT 805803 .j - 100 

Mick Street Hughes ACT 825262 .j .j 100 

Bill Wheeler Oueanbeyan NSW 974936 - - 20 

Warwick Wright Curtin ACT 81 3088 occasionally - 100 



CURRENT MEMBERSHIP (Canberra) 

: 

MICK STREET 3 Mahon Place 825262 2xMkil (manual) 
Hughes ACT 2605 1 Mkl (automatic) 

JIM LAITY 24 Barrallier Street 957266 2xMkil (automatic) 
Griffith ACT 2603 

FRANK GIFFORD 8 Winton Place 883340 Mkll Ute 
Holder ACT 2611 

TOM/DOREEN 21 Lister Crescent 475805 Mkll (manual) 
MALINS Ainslie ACT 2602 Mkl (manual) 

TOM BRAY 18 Baddeley Crescent 584825 Mkll Ute 
Spence ACT 2615 

~ 
BILL WHEELER RMB 123 974936 Mkl (manual) 

Wickers lack Lane " English model 
Queanbeyan 'NSW 2620 

DON THOMAS 3 Olympus Way 81 3046 Mkll (manual) 
Lyons ACT 2606 

WARWICK WRIGHT 28 Kidston Crescent 81 3088 Mkl Ute, Mkll Ute 
Curtin ACT 2605 Mkl Sedan 

Mkl Sedan (w/MGB Motor) 

DENNIS HARVEY 7 McCarthey Road 302479 (h) 
Hall ACT 2618 61 3331 (w) 

GEOFF DOW 197 Namitjira Drive 887389 Mkll Sedan 
Fisher ACT 2611 

LEN EASTWOOD 34C Fraser Court Mkll Sedan with 
Kingston ACT 2604 sunroof (manual) 

MICK OATES 31 Attiwell Circuit 319387 Mkl Sedan (manual) 
Kambah ACT 2902 

KEITH MASSEY 55 Denny Street 546053 Mkll Sedan (manual) 
Latham ACT 2615 
Res Sch of Earth Sdences, ANU 492665 

ANDREW McGREGOR 10 Tubb Place 861807 Mkll Sedan (manual) 
Pearce ACT 2607 

ROD HARVEY·HALL 65 Beasley Street 862174 Mkll Sedan (manual) 
Torrens ACT 2607 

KATHLEEN PHILLIPS Box 58 805803 (w) Mkll (manual) 
Kingstqn ACr 2604 807224 (h) 

BOB HULL 79 Walker Street Mkl Sedan (manual) 
Narrabundah ACT 2604 





GEORGE PARKER 3 MacAdam Street 541253 Mkll (manual) 
Page ACT 2614 Mkll Sedan (automatic) 

RAY and JOAN 73 Morgan Crescent 823504 Mkl (manual) 
WOODBRIDGE Curtin ACT 2605 

PETER HARDING 12 Darlot Place 310167 Mkl (manual) 
Kambah ACT 2902 

ALAIN ROHAN 3 Echo Place 852936 Mkll (manual) 
Lyons ACT 2606 

JAN McFARLANE 6 Hayley Close 974421 Mkll Sedan (manual) 
Oueanbeyan NSW 2620 

• • • 

CURRENT MEMBERS (Other State ) 

COLIN McFARLANE 27 Belleview Road (047) 512 527 Mkll (manual) 
Faulconbridge NSW 2nS 

BRUCE McFARLANE 'Herber' (048) 42 1123 Mkl Sedan 
Kings Highway (manual/auto conversion) 
Braidwood NSW 2622 

IAN DAVEY 30 Howard Boulevard Mkll (manual) 
Goulburn NSW 2580 

PAUL and NADINE 40 Sloane Street (048) 211 258 2 Restorable 1800s 
HANNAFORD Goulburn NSW 2580 2 for wrecking 

HAMISH 57 Heathfield Road (08) 339 3217 Austin 1800 
BURNETT·READ Heathfield SA 5153 

CRAIG STREET 3 Warrego Street Mkll (manual) 
Wulguru 

f"' Townsville OLD 4811 

NOEL and DOREEN 52 Merinda Street (076) 843136 3 x Austin 1800s 
MAKINGS Wallangarra OLD 4383 (message) 

ANDREW DOWNING PO Box 1 Mklll (manual) 
Huskisson NSW 2540 English model 

GRAHAM and MARGARET Tunglebung (066) 655 152 Mkll Sedan (manual) 
RYAN via Bonalbo NSW 2470 

RICK HOPKINS Goulburn NSW (048) 218 165 Sedans, Ute 

OCTOBER 1989 





OTHER AUSTIN 1600 CLUBS 

NAIRN HINDHAUGH 5 Rossmore Avenue 
Coorparoo QLD 4151 

PAT FARRELL 

CLUB SECRETARY 

OCTOBER 1989 

4 Wayne Avenue 
Boronia VIC 3155 

PO Box 218 
Cardiff CF3 9HZ 
UNITED KINGDOM 

Austin Motor Vehicle 
Club of Queensland 

(03) 543 3377 Austin Motor Vehicle 
Club of Victoria 

Austin-Morris 1800-2200 
Owners Club 



Next time you have to buy an oil or air filter, Swiss Motors in F)'shwick stock a full range and guarantee to 
beat any other suppliers prices. Furthermore, cll,Jb members can purchase filters at close to trade prices. The 
person to see is Denny - tell him you are in the Austin 1800 Club. Swiss Motors is opposite Lloyd Caravans . 
in Newcastle Street. r 

Ian Davey of Goulburn recently brought to the clubs' attention an article which appeared in c(/,..tl usiru/ia a couple 
of months ago. It was called Lemon Squash and, if you didn't read it, it contained a description of a monster 
truck crushing an 1800, a P76, a Morris Marina, a Datsun 120Y and an HB Torana. NoV;' crushing a 120Y is 
understandable ... but an 18001 The author of the article, David Morely, described the 1800 as a 'cane toad 

. on wheels'. The description and the article disgusted Ian who wrote to Car Austra/ia. Tom Bray, however, saw 
a funny side to it and his son Andrew gave the club this month's cover drawing . .. 
On a recent trip to Melbourne, Tom and Doreen Malins came across yet another parts distributor for BMC 
vehicles. It is 'Dukes Service Centre' of 35 Park Road, Cheltenham VIC, telephone (03) 584-1577. 

I wrote to the sPonsors ot the recent Endeavour Foundation Rally, the llouse of MG and Power Brewing, re­
questing more information on the outcome of the two 1800 entrants. The House of MG sent a photograph of 
the two cars with comments on the reverse stating the cars travelled more than 5000 km over Queensland's 
worst roads, making it home second and third . Power .(Jrewing replied that, although they were a sponsor, the 
cars were entered by private individuals and provided the names of the entrants and the address of the Endeav­
our Foundation who should be able to supply what we want. They also said both 18005 won their respective 
divisions. I'll keep you posted. 

Now that membership fees have been collected an !Jp-to-date membership list is included.with this month's issup----­
A listing of members wishing to participate in the club assistance plan has also been compiled and included. , 

A reminder that 2 September is the Labour Day holiday and our next meeting is on Monoay, 9 September, at 
the Canberra Yacht Club at 7.30 pm. Remember ••• 
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Righthand rear suspension arm which has new pivot bush fitted. $50. Contact Roger Payne 910.647. 

Austin 1800 Mkll, 1972. Well looked after, five good tyres, runs well, very reliable, spare engine. Offers to Keith 
54.6053. 

Austin Seven Garage Charts: $30 each. Two only. 4 sheets of A3 (making one chart) . Full maintenance program 
and schematic of chassis. From Miriam Brown Books, 9/57 Wollongong Street, Fyshwick. 80.7666. 

Give Away: 3 Driveshafts (suit Mkll) and 2 front discs. 82.5262. 

Give Away: 4 or 5 1800s at Minor Industrial Area Fyshwick. Contact Len at J&L Motors on Canberra Avenue. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Canberra's Annual Spring Swap Meeting: 7-8 October at Canberry Village in Watson (cnr Federal Hwy and Antill 
St). Bikes, cars, antiques, crafts, etc all welcome. Sites $5 (includes 2 people); Buyers $2 (includes family). Food 
and drink available. Prebooking is advisable I Ring 47-0602 or 31-7557. Write to Swap Meeting, PO Box 3127, 
Manuka ACT 2603. Organized by VVCMCC ACT Inc. 

,/"' 
The Volvo Car Club is organising the Breakfast Run this year on 15 October to Uriarra East. Half-hour r 
departing Cooleman Court, Weston, at 8 am with barbecue afterwards. 

The All-British Day is on Sunday, 5 November, at Weston Park. BYO Lunch. 

ACT Council of Car Clubs meeting at Capital TV, Watson, at 8 pm on 19 October. 
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Where were you? The attendance at our last meeting saw only nine members turn up, including Paul Hannaford 
from Goulburn. George Parker brought in ten more copies of the 1800 Workshop Manual in the hope that more 
of you would take advantage of this wonderfully cheap price of $10 per copy. Remember, they are over $40 
WHEN you can get them. George awaits your ordersi 

Just as we were ready to print this newsletter another membership form and fee was received. We welcome: 

Leslie LENNIE 23 Garland Road (048) 836-536 Mkl Sedan 
Bundanoon NSW 2576 Mkl Ute 

Mkll Wolseley 16/65 

Les is retired and has owned his Mkl sedan from new and, to use his own words, ·could be the best in Australia". 
Perhaps the best news though is that at last we have a Wolseley 'Landcrab' In the club. Terrific - they are so 
rare. Both his Mkl ute and the 18/85 are currently being r.estored. 

The ACT Council of Car Clubs affiliation fees are now due and a vote was taken and passed that we renew our 
membership. The fee is $10. Our club balance now stands at $183.39. 

Now, don't forget that Sunday November 5 is the All British Day at Weston Park. Entry is free and the Jaguar 
Car Club, who is organising this event, welcomes as many cars as possible. Last year Bill Wheeler displayed 
his English Mkl and Len J;:astwood and I showed our Mklls. Perhaps this year we can enlarge our display and 
make ourSelves more known. This Is an ideal opportunity. Hopefully Ray Woodbridge will display his excellent 

f'- maroon Mkl and perhaps we can attract a ute or two. 

With regard to the Endeavour Foundation Rally where two 1600s took part, a letter was just received from Brian 
Weller of which a copy is reproduced and included with this newsletter for your interest. 

A letter was received from Bill Fraser with the latest developments in the UK Landcrab Club. Bill has just 
acquired a one-owner MKIII with just ·36,000 miles on the clock. F~irly rare in the UK, I would think. On a recent 
club outing he took it along to Abingdon where BMC used to make the MG's and viewed the original Paddy 
Hopkirk 1800 which competed in the London to Sydney marathon; he tells me he even managed to sit in the 
cockpit. Bill has advised that he can get five or six turn-indicator assemblies. They cost around $25 each (about 
$50 to us) which is a real bargain price. I have no need to tell you what they cost here. Any members wishing 
to buy one. .. ring me ... quickll 

This month our technical.topic is ·conversion of your 1600 from automatic to manual". Those of you who have 
had an automatic in which problems occurred or anyone now experiencing problems; where perhaps there is 
loss of a particular gear or even a complete loss of drive, have you wished for a manual drive car? Loss of 
drive is most commonly attributed to a broken drive plate. This is relatively easy to replace as the motor can be 
removed without too much trouble. The gearbox must b~ supported firmly and, following removal of the engine 
mounts, radiator, exhaust manifold and ancillary Items, the crankcase bolts and nuts can be removed together 
with the four bolts attaching the drive plate to the torque converter, accessible through the starter motor housing. 
When ready to remove the engine, first lift it about an inch at the radiator end then move engine to the right an 
inch or two in order to clear the torque converter boss from the crankshaft spigot. 



· . 



19th September, 1989 

Mr. Mick Street 
3 t-lahon Place, 
Hughes, 
CANBERRA ACT 

Dear Mick, 

2605 

GENERAL OFFICE EMBASSY HOTEL 
Elizabeth & Edward Sts. Brisbane. Qld 4000 

Phone: (07) 221 7616 

I received your letter regarding our two (2) Austin 1800 which 
participated in the Powers Great Endeavour Rally. The rally 
started at Toowoomba went to Karumba in the Gulf of Carpentaria 
and finished on the Gold Coast. 

We built both cars indentical tQ the ones which competed in 
the London to Sydney Rally, in 1968. Assistance was given to 
us by J.R.A., House of M.G., and the Austin Club of Queensland. 
In total there were 182 modifications. 

Both cars performed extremely well. Being our first rally ever, 
we were a little sceptical regarding the endurance of the cars, 
so we began slowly. Half way through the rally Car 31 went 
for the doc tor and surprised 'e veryone, while Car 32 "I'as used 
as the sweeper. On the way back from the Gulf we started to 
really compete and our times were up with the best in the open 
class. Only competing seriously in the last section, Car 31 
went from no score to 4th in its class and 10th overall, while 
Car 32 came 10th in its class and 25th overall. We learnt alot 
and next year we should go close to winning the next Endeavour 
Rally. 

If you require any further information do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

sincerely, 

\-.~/~~ -Weller 

Please Note: we will be entering three Austin 1800 next year 

EMSASSY HOTEL 
Elit_1II , Edw~d Sls. Btisbar ... Old 4000 
Phone: (OT) 221 7616 

CRITERION TAVERN 
M.Le. Cenu • . Adeiaoe. 51. BnSbane. Old 4000 
Phone: (07'22' 7." 

ROSIES TAVERN 
R_ ~. Edward 51. BriSbane. Old 4000 
Ph:>ne: (07) 228 4"6 

V1L.I.A NOOSA HOTEL MOTEL 
Mat)' Sl. Noosa .... Old .S66 
Phone: (071,., 7766 

CAIIOOlnntE HO'T'EL 
14&-150 Mcn~ lid.. 
Mcn~.soe 
Phone: (071,'5 2510 

FRIDAYS 
R_lice (;enl,e. , 23 Eagle St.. e",bane. Old .000 
Phone: (07,832 2'22 

IMP£RIAL HOTEL 
!.II'" St.. Eum""d,. Old 4562 
Phon •. (071).2 8303 

KENMORE TAVERN 
84' Mo99,a Rd .. Ken"""e. Old 4069 
PhOne .07) 378 0777 



If loss of drive is not a broken drive plate, then suspect a broken drive shaft or 'HyVo' chain, either of which 
involves some expensive repairs . Now is the time to consider what to do and whether it is worth converting 
your car to a manual. Provided the engine is in good condition the answer is 'Yes'. How do you go aboutf'"' 
Ideally the best way of going about It Is to obtain a complete old manual power unit where the engine is worn 1._. 
(preferably one you know what it is like mechanically - for example, if the gearbox was good, was the clutch 
okay? Are the gcarchange cables working okay? Are they frayed or leaking oil , etc?) . 

The next thing to do is clean up the old power unit (invariably covered in thick grease), then pull the whole thing 
apart. Before substituting the (automatic) engine, the bronze bush located in the end of the crankshaft must be 
removed and replaced with a bronze clutch shaft bush, which is larger. Removal of this bush can prove difficult 
but a good tip is to fill the hole where the bush is fitted with grease, insert a loose fitting metal dowel into the 
bush, then hit it with a hammer. Invariably the bush will pop out due to a hydraulic-like action. 

When reassembling everything, a few points to look for: (1) Ensure that the four laygear thrust springs and gear 
selector rod lockplate are correctly located 'before boltir1'g the adaptor plate to the engine/gearbox. (2) Check 
the flywheel ring gear. It badly worn it can b~ reversed. , (3) It.is wise to renew the clutch release bearing and 
perhaps the clutch drive plate if more than a third worn. (4) Replace the clutch shaft oil seal. (5) Finally, don't , 
forget to make sure the dipstick is the manual (longer) one. 

If you are unable to obtain an old power unit, a list is compiled below of all the components needed to make the 
conversion: 

, • Gearbox complete with gearchange cables and control box (gearlever housing) and cable-change housir 

• Change auto (blank) cover plate' for the manual cover plate (hole for gearlever). 

• Substitute (auto) brake and accelerator pedals for the (manual) clutch, br~ke and accelerator pedals. 

• Clutch master and slave cylinders cJw hydraulic line. 

• Adaptor plate (bolts to end of engine/gearbox). 

• Flywheel, clutch pressure and drive plates. 

• Flywheel housing dw clutch fork and release bearing. 

• Idler and primary gears, clutch shaft and primary gear cover. 

• Bronze bush for the crankshaft. 

• Manual (longer) dipstick. 

• Manual engine tie rod (longer than the automatic). 

Rick Hoskins has advised that he knows where to get rebuilt steering racks. The cost is $70 and your old rr 
will be required in exchange. Further details can be obtained from Rick on telephone (048) 218-165. 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, 6 November, at the Canberra Yacht Club. See you there. 

Remember ..• You're travelling First Class. 
Mick 

FOR SALE 

Austin 1800 Manual 1969. Good condition throughout and well maintained. Reconditioned engine. Rego expires 
November. $1000. Contact Kathleeen Phillips, telephone 805-803 or 807-224. 

Reconditioned Engine. 20 miles only, $800, George Parker, telephone 54.1253. 

) 
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Undoubtedly the heavy rain was responsible for the poor turnout at our last meeting. Apologies were received 
from Bill Wheeler and Keith Massey. George Parker still has those workshop manuals - unsold - and since 
George had these printed at his own expense'(causing a bit of financial hardship) the club proposed to purchase 
half a dozen to be sold as required. Warwick Wright retumed his $20 refund (from July) and has kindly donated 
it to the club coffers; our financial balance now stands at $219.04. 

Another application and fee has been received and yet again from Goulburn. We welcome: 

Ed LENNY 51 Prince Street (048) 212-015 _ Mkll Sedan (automatic) 
Goulburn NSW 2580 

The AII·British Day saw a good turnout of vehicles from all the 'Pommy' car clubs and we were no exception. 
We exhibited both Mkl and Mkll sedans including Bill Wheeler's English model; Warwick Wright brought along 
one of his utes so we were well represented. One of the sedans was displayed with all the seats laid down in 
camper fashion and various information was displayed on cards on each car; Our 'Landcrabs' generated much 
interest among the spectators with many questions asked. I suggest that before our next public outing we make 
up a large Landcrab sign with a pole at either end for display. Whilst on the Landcrab topic, Warwick has offered 
to make up some T·shirts screenprinting our design or logo on the front, and he invites our ideas, drawing or 
design - so come on you budding artists! 

On Thursday, 19 October, I attended the quarterly meeting of the Council of Car Clubs held at their new venue 
('\ in the Weston Creek Football Club in Stirling. Among topics discussed was general insurance cover fo financial 

car clubs within the council which participate in events and static car displays such as the annual Wheels show. 
Several approaches have been made to the various insurance companies which have so far proved unsuccessful. 
However further attempts are planned with the results to be discussed at the next meeting. [Following the Annual 
General Meeting the financial balance of the Council of ACT Car Clubs was $1332. The next meeting will be at 
8 pm on Thursday, 25 January 1990.] 

There exists a body known as CAMS (CounCil for Affiliated Motor Sport) which cater to all car clubs - for around 
$3 per member a $25 million cover would apply. To date- only the MG and Celica Car Clubs are members. For a 
large club $3 per member would represent a large figure but, as pointed out at the meeting, it is excellent value 
individually. 

The Wheels 90 event is to be staged at the ACT AFL Football Oval in Phillip on Sunday, 11 February. Orders 
are currently invited for the Wheels 90 badges (cost $2.50, the same as last year) and must be in by 1 De­
cember 1989. Last year saw many people miss out. It is cash with order and you may order through me on 
telephone 82.5262. 

The ACT Council of Car Clubs have made up a bumper bar badge measuring 75mm, featuring the New Parlia­
ment House and coloured yellow and blue. An initial batch of 100 has been ordered and the cost is $16. Again 
it is cash with order and first in is best dressed. 

The MercedeS Club advise that they are holding a Concours at the East Basin foreshore on 26 November from 
10 am to 3 pm and are looking for judges. Any takers? -



. . 
D L. . " <I a recent water leak Wi ,,,(e I remu y cd the radiator it was uisCQvered that i i l e bottOlll ,\ose was just about 
ready to blow. Whilst the general condition of the hose was found to be okay, the base of the heater outlet pipe -­
was very weak and soft. I was more than surprised as the hose was only a few months old. It was purchased 
from Morwood Motors but was definitely not a genuine article. The hose was the same as one without the heatr--­
outlet but in this one a hole was made and a union fitted to accommodate the heater pipe (presumably by tI 
distributor) but is far from satisfactory and comes nowhere near the old BMC bottom hose with the bonded heater 
outlet pipe. Any members having these type hoses are advised to check them. 

Should you have occasion to renew a stop/tail or a flasher light globe ... a word of warning. As you know one 
globe is a double-filament type and the other a single filament, single pole type. Should you Inadvertantly try to 
fit the wrong one in the holder, the brass ends can cause a short · resulting in the resistor on the blue dimmer 
relay burning out. A new relay is the only remedy and, if you didn't know already, is to be found inside the 
driver's side of the boot access (being gained by removing the plate behind the trim). Another clue to a failed 
dimmer relay is that the flashers work okay during the day but do not when the side and tail lights are switched 
on. 

Another problem cropped up a few weeks ago which, until how, was completely unheard of and concerns difficulty 
in selecting gears. Out of the blue and quite without prior warning it was found impossible to select first gear. 
However once the engine had warmed and having started off in second gear, first gear came good. If the car 
was left parked In first there was no problem the next time the car was used. A few weeks later the same thing 
happened again, only this time with third gear. Again after a kilometer or so it came good. This was indeed 
strange. If the car was left parked in first or third gear, that gear could be selected easily. The only problem was 
- which gear to leave it parked in? If left in first. that gear was easily selected whilst third was not, and vice 
W~ r 

. , 
Pondering over this strange occurrence one was confronted with the possibility of a worn synchromesh or selector 
mechanism, or perhaps ,the problem was in the change speed control box (gear lever housing). The latter was 
first suspected and the gear lever removed along with the bolts holding the top half of the control box ... perhaps 
the cables were out of adjustment? The change speed guide was checked along with the interlock arm and 
change speed jaws ... and 'yes' the cable adjustment was okay. The end of the gear lever was checked for any 
signs of damage and burring. but this too was okay. Having reassembled everything we were back to square 
one. Was the trouble in the gearbox or selector mechanism? This was unlikely for two reasons. Firstly. first gear 
and its cable is entirely separate from third gear, both of which operate each selector and synchro independently. 
Secondly, no problem was experienced with either second or fourth gear - anyway the gearbox performed and 
sounded normal once the engine has warmed up. Curiouser and curiouser .•. what was it? The problem was 
mentioned to Tom Bray during a recent conversation and, after relating all of the above symptoms, he said ·Oh, 
I know what that is, but first some questions.- Had the oil been changed recently? Yes, but It was well overdue. 
Was an additive used? Yes. What 011 was used prior to the last oil change? Castrol HD (heavy duty). Do the 
gear-change cables leak? No, they are fairly new. eAh, well- said Tom ·that's definitely ill" The trouble was 
hydraulic lock up. 

It turns out Castrol HD is an unusally thick oil (Castro I has since discontinued it) and this, coupled with an overdue 
oil change, caused the thicker oil at the bottom of the sump/gearbox to slowly exude into the gear cables. After 
a while - especially overnight AND In winter when the oil Is really cold - it would not displace the air along tr 
gear cables and resulted In a hydraulic-like action rather like when you try to use a bicycle pump with your fino" . 
over the hole. A simple test confirmed the trouble. Exerting a firm and steady pressure against the gear lever, 
it was felt to move very slowly and gradually until fully ongago::1 In first or third gea~. Of course, had the gear 
cables leaked as most do, the oil would have leaked on the ground. The remedy? Unfortunately the oil had to 
be drained and the cable housing unbolted from the gearbox and left to drain and/or preferably left to soak in a 
container of petrol, kerosene or similar whilst working the gear lever several times in order to flush the thick oil 
out. 

Mkll Owners: Next time you change your oil and filter, wash away the oil residue at the base of the filter housing 
where you will invariably find a thick sludge build up which is so often overlooked. 

Warwick Wright has a contact in Lismore who can sleeve master and slave cylinders in stainless steel for around 
. $9 a pop. If there are enough of us interested perhaps we could forward a batch. Give me a ring on 82.5262. 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, 4 December. at the Canberra Yacht Club. See you there. 

FOR SALE 

Remember •.. You're travelling First Class. 
},fie/; 

Motor/manual gearbox complete with gear change and cable assembly. Suit Mkl. $700. Andrew McGregor 
89.6330 (w) or 86.1807 (h). 

Five or six 1800s for $50 each. See Len in his yard opposite the Sandblasters on the Minor Industrial Area, 
c .. " ...... . :. ,. 



Bf1C1800 
Following the success of their 1800s ill the 1967 
Danube and Alpine Rallies, BMC then prepared a 
team for the 1968 Safari and Daily Express Londvn­
Sydney Marathon et'ents. The car driven by Michael 
Scarlett early in 1969 had just returned froln Aus­
tralia, where Paddy Hopkirk had just taken a fine 
second place overall, behind Andrew Cowan's win­
ning Hillman Hunter. 

The BMC 1800 had a very short 'works' rallying 
career, and the Marathon performance was really the 
climax of it. For the 1969 season British Leyland 
(formed in 1968) turned to racing their Mini-CoiJper S 
models, and for 1970 they looked to the big Triumph 
2.5 PI instead The 1800 was neither fast enough, light 
enough, nor nimble enough to be a winner, and for that 
reason it was soon discarded 

Looking back on the magnificent Daily Express 
London-to-Sydney Marathon of 1968 one can't 
help thinking how under-reported the event was. 
It couldn't really help it -a rally or road-race (call it 
what you will) of that length is pretty difficult to 
cover fully from every competitor's point of v"lew, 
yet every runner who got as far as Bombay, let 
alone Sydney had some tales to tell. We went to 
British Leyland's special tuning department at 
Abingdon (it really is a bit Leyland now too -
amidst all those Minis and MGs we saw two 
Triumphs) to hear and see a little of the story 
behind British Leyland's second place Austin 1800 
driven and crewed by Paddy Hopkirk, Tony Nash 
and Alec Poole. 

How does it differ from other rally 18oos1 Not all 
that much; from standard 1800s - well, quite a bit, 
like all rally cars. Many of the details are ones first 
used or else found necessary on 1800s for the East 
African Safari. Starting with the power unit and 
transmission, the engine is bored out 0.040 in. to 
increase the capacity to 1,845 c.c. The cylinder 
head is standard Morris 1800S, that is to say it has a 
9.5-to-l compression ratio instead of the usual 9.0-
to-I. A high lift camshaft is fitted, the valve springs 
are heavy duty and the inlet manifold is polished 
and matched. Twin 1.75 in. HS6 SUs are used. 

The two air-cleaners are unusual in that they are 
joined together by a piece of trunking like Siamese 
twins. If it. looks as though the car has to voyage 
through heavy flood water, a plastic plug is put in 
the offside air-cleaner's trumpet intake and a piece 
of flexible hose is connected to the other trumpet, 
now the sole means by which air enters the engine. 
The other end of this hose inhales air from the 
cockpit, so that the engine room can be completely 

~ flooded without water getting into the cylinders. 
This was first used on the Safari car. 

The Rootes Hunter which won had a high­
compression cylinder head used in Australia where 

good petrol was available, and a low compression 
one used as far as Bombay. (In actual fact high 
octane fuel was available for most of the way.) In 
the 1800, a simpler solution was used - an ignition 
timing adjustment controlled via a cable and lever 
from the cockpit. Its quadrant rim was marked L 9, 
8,7,6 which corresponded roughly to 100, 90, 80, 
70 and 60 octane fuel. Special Tuning claim no great 
accuracy for the ratings of this 'octane selector' (to 
use an old-fashioned name for it) but it did the 
trick. ". 
. The engine has a very flat-topped power curve-
100 bhp at the flywheel at both 5,500 and 6,000 
rpm (Morris 1800S figure is 100 at 5,700), of which 
77 are available at the wheels according to Abing­
don's rolling road . All-up weight with 26 gallons of 
fuel on board (plus crew, etc.) was l.5 tons. An oil 
cooler and an extra, small radiator are mounted 
behind the grille. 

Changes to the transmission amount to a lower 
final drive ratio (4.1-to-l), a high ratio second gear 
and a heavy duty clutch plate. 

Turning to the suspension, the biggest differen­
ces are in the Hydrolastic units themselves. Nor­
mally the rear one is smaller than the front; it is in 
fact the one used on the 1100s. On this car a front 
unit replaces the usual rear one so that identical 
sizes are used front and back. They are modified to 
give slightly greater ride height, this also being 
partly achieved by higher pressures in the Hydro­
lastic lines. It is interesting to note that although 
one gets the impression from the handbook of any 
Hydrolastic BMC car that the line pressure is the 
important thing when correcting low-sitting sus­
pension, Special Tuning in fact adjust the pressure 
until the car's height relative to the wheel centres is 
right, to a certain extent regardless of how different 
the pressure may be from standard. Hydrolastic 

Under the aluminium 
bonnet: note trunking 
from the heater cold-air 
intake to the alternator, 
unconnected shorter 
trunking for the 
'siamesed' air-cleaners. 
the twin reservoirs for the 
front and rear brake 
cylinders and the 
substantial lamp brackets 





Open plan office. The"foot 
dip-switch in the middle 
WJS fo r the siren Jnd roof 
nas'hing light (which 
some Australian 
policeman insisted be 
taken off). The " octane 
selector ' is just visible 
above the handbrake; 
two separate washers 
lived each side of the 
hand brake. Instruments 
are (from left) 130 mph 
speedo, fuel voltmeter, 
0-110 deg temperature 
gauge, tachom~tc:r, and 
0-100 psi oil pressure 
gauge. Watches 
(removed) were on the 
left of the Halda 
Twinmaster. The 
alternator control box 
and some fuses are in 
front of the steering 
column; the entire panel 
was quickly detachable. 
Note fence across 
passenger's shelf, to stop 
things falling out 

Spacious back seat : the 
front passenger seat is not 
the original, but the extra 
divided part behind is the 
rear section of the bed­
cum-seat (made from a 
standard 1800 reclining 
seat) used up to Bombay. 
In Australia, the co-driver 
had to be up front 

54 

lines - indeed, all electric, hydraulic and fuel lines 
- run through the interior of the car along each side 
of the floor. The pressure bleeding valves are found 
in the back footwells and (as on the Safari car) a 
normal workshop .Hydrolastic adjustment hand­
pump is mounted on the back bulkhead on the left­
hand side. By this means, quick adjustment of ride 
height can be made anywhere any time. Aeon 
hollow rubber spring bump stops are incorporated 
at the rear and at the front the tie-rods are made 
adjustable. 

The wheels are magnesium alloy Minilite 5.5 in . 
rim ones which except for the crossing of the 
Nullabor plain carried Dunlop SP44 Weathermas­
ter covers; the Nullabor had only recently been re­
graded and was smooth enough to encourage 
175HR13 SP Sports to be used for what turned out 

to be a flat-out blind; they were on the car when we 
tried it. Two spares are obvious on the roof and 
another two were kept in the boot. 

The split-circuit brakes have twin Girling master 
cylinders worked through a whiffle-tree with a 
vacuum servo mounted underneath the facia on the 
passenger's side (no room under the bonnet!) and 
working on the front brake only. No rear limiting 
valve is fitted. 

Without any doubt whatsoever, the 1800 in 
standard trim has one of the strongest body/chassis 
units in production. Each of the five cars built for 
the Marathon (four works ones for Aaitonen, Fall, 
Green and Hopkirk plus a fifth for the ' RAF Red 
Arrows team) started life as a bare body unit 
delivered to Special Tuning and assembled there; 
any 'tweaks' known to be needed would certainly 
be carried out, yet even a searching look at the car 
shows no glaringly obvious bits of buttressing, like 
the top cross-member added on some competitors' 
cars to keep MacPherson-strut mountings from 
leaning inwards when tired . The kangaroo bar is 
attached to the car at five points. Two bottom tubes 
are fixed via big plate brackets running inside the 
grille, the two top ones attach to the insides of the 
wing 'walls' and a central lower one looks like a 
conventional car's starting-handle tube which is 
welded to the very strong front cross-member. This 
also serves the big auxiliary lamp bracket. A 
similar tube at the back supports the external rear 
step. 

In order to lighten the car a little, or perhaps it is 
more accurate ·to say in order to counteract a little 
of the added weight, a few things are lightened. 
Bonnet, boot and door panels are aluminium alloy 
and there are perspex windows at the rear. And 
someone's done an elaborate job of drilling lighten-. 
ing holes in the bonnet stay. 
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Inside, one is immediately struck by the fact that 
using one of the few contemporary models made 
which are truly roomy enough to be called family 
cars as a rally device makes things a lot easier when 
it comes to comfort for three men at work for 
10,000 miles. There is a comprehensive (carefully 
padded) roll-cage installed but it doesn't domiriate 
the inte.rior as they usually do. The original seating 
arrangement used for most of the run wasn't in the 
car when we saw it; this had involved an ingenious 
bed for the rear man. Irvin full-harness is fitted. 

An unusual thing about the Marathon is that 
with the strong likelihood of people relatively or 
even completely strange to the cars having to work 
on them, it was essential to make this as easy as 
possible. Dash panels which are completely detach­
able are normal practice, but really thorough label­
ling isn't. The customary black facia and full 
instrumentation is there; the watches had been 
removed long before we got near the car, mainly as 
a protection from pilfering (by souvenir-hunting 
spectators, not journalists). One small detail which 
may amuse 1800 owners who are occasionally 
irritated by things faIling out of those useful facia 
parcel shelves is that this car had a 2 in. high 'fence' 
across the edge. 

British Leyland very kindly entrusted the car to 
us for a couple of hours driving, an honour in itself 
which was all the more trusting when we learnt 
that they were shipping it to 'the Brussels show 
after we'd finished with it. It was a most interesting 
experience, especially after I'd been lucky enough 
to try the winning Hillman Hunter a little earlier. 
Rally 1800s have a 'feel' all their own. Not sur­
prisingly they aren't as staggeringly quick as their 
Ford competitors; with the extra weight and after 
lO,OOO-odd miles, this one was no flyer, under­
standably. (Neither was the Hunter.) But thanks to 
slightly higher-ratio steering and all the other 
modifications, the car handles like a magnified 
Mini which after all is what.in many ways it is. It is 
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just as taut and you can put it on to any line with 
absolute precision. It rolls very little of course . 
Unlike the standard 1800s it will kick its tail out 
tidily if you go fast enough and lift off. The brakes 
are heavy but respond well. there is plenty of 'feel' 
in the steering through the big fat-rimmed leather­
and-aluminium' Moto-Lita steering wheel. 

It looked more used than the Hillman, mainly 
because of the crinkly bonnet. The engine sounded 
as though there were some fairly wide clearances in 
one or two places. The driver's door shut stiffly 
though no wear was detectable in its hinges. The 
gearchange worked well and there was still more 
than adequate synchromesh. Like the Hunter, it 
felt as if it would have made the return journey all 
right, though not quite so qUickly. 

Various things happened to all four works cars. 
This one got to Bombay unscathed but 'hit a rock or 
a big hole in Australia' which broke the steering 
rack hOUSing. (The number of malevolent holes in 
Australia uncovered by Marathon cars is notable .) 
Aaltonen's car was the only one fitted with a de-

. ditching winch which the crew had to use as a 
substitute for a torn-out front tie-rod between 
Teheran and the Iran border; he later had some 
slight gearbox bother. Fall's car broke a top front 
suspension arm somewhere nearby; a local man 
made a very good job of re-welding this. In his 
native Australia, Evan Green lost a rear hub and 
wheel after some possibly overtightened wheel 
bearing overheated .and failed . A message writt~n 
in the sand for a flying farmer to read was how they 
got mechanics to that one. All in all, a fascinating 
exercise; the 1800 is a formidable contender in 
the family car stakes - which is at last gradually 
being acknowledged - and deservedly so. It is 
not an ideal rally car because of its weight. but 
second place overall in such a chancy event as the 
London-Sydney (and second in the team section) 
is no mean achievement - a total of nine of them 
finished. 

The test drive in murky 
Berkshire weather. with 
the back lifting slightly as 
the throttle is lifted . 
Light- or just sticky­
fingered spectators 
removed the first set of 
advertising transfers at 
Kabul 
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