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AUSTINTASHUS

NUMBER 1 ATUSTIN 1800 CLUB NEWSLETTER JUNE 1988

After a rather wet and dreary week the skies over Canberrz cleared allowing the
sun to greet the members at the inaugural meeting of the Sustin 1800 Club held a:
the barbecue area, Molonglo Reach opposite Duntroon-z: 2 pm on 21 May 198§.

In response to advertisements placed in toe Cander~z Times there was an exce:-
len! turnout, with one.member hailing from Geuvlturn  After formal introductions
and pieasantries it was decided to lorm 2 clur witz rroceedings to be kept very

c
informai. As most members are commitied eisewnere we decided to dispose with &
social side.

Mick Stree: was elected convener and voiunieerec tc circulate a newsletter. As
cr VYenizis Clut we have access tc

B

fick 1s a member of the Queensland Ausiin ;’u’o
much information shouid we wish. $45 was coliected which part paid for advertise-
ments in the Canberra Times and telephone calls, with the remainder to be usec
towards compiling and distribution of the newsie:ier, posiage, calls, etc.

The gathering wound up with members agreeing to meet again at the same

location in a2 month’s time, perhaps including 2 barbecue.

Bill Wood of Morwood Motors was approached regarding a club discount. He
is a little reluctant but has gestured he would only be interested in discounts on
purchases of $1{ 3 and over, and then on a cash only basis.



By now nearly all of you will have received a copy of Austin 1807), General
Informalion and how to get the best from your car — the result of experiences by

members of Lhe Queensland elub over many years.

An exploded drawing of the carburcttor is included with this newsletter and
can be added to the booklet, if you wish. Hopefully with each newsletter similar
drawings will be included which, in time, will accumulate into a useful reference
library.

At our next meeting perhaps members can advise the resi of the group on any
abilities or facilities which may be of help to the ciub, for exampie: mechanical skills,
body repairs, use of an engine hoist, welding, loan ol a workshop manuai, pain.
spraying and the like. Jim Laity supplied detaiis of spare parts for sale/exchange.
Perhaps other members would like to submit similar details.

Sce you at our next meet 2 pm on Saturday 18 June.
p Y

Happy Austinning.

u:cjz\




L4

-

AUSTINTASHUS

Number 2 _ AUSTIN 1800 CLUB NEWSLETTER JULY 1988

June 18th although sunny was cold which probably accounted for only four members attending the meeting
However it is intended to hold the next meeting in somewhat warmer climes, ie. Mick Street’s residence.

Tom and Doreen Malins made it along and during the course of events Tom mentioned a strange noiss
emanating from beneath his AMAII Tom Bray investigatec and it was diagnosed as a worn universal join:
This was strange really as new ones were fitted by Aeorwooc Afolors in January. Anvhow Tom Bray, bein:
the heipful fellow he is, went around on the Sunday morning and fixed it for him. In retrospect. and a:
the joint was on the driver’s side, perhaps the fuel pnmz would warrant examination to see if there ma:
have been a small ieak of fuel which could have arippec onto the joint directlv underneath.

Bill Wheeler suppiied thz following tip regarain
and very early Afills:
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vhich are mainly found on Afi.:

There is a valve or tap on the froni of the enginz tio . which can be used to prevent water fiowin;
the car’s interior heater. There is a seal in the valve (not the gasket between the block and the vaie
which may leak after many vears of service. Aforwooc 2Afotors no longer stock the seals or valves ain
they disappeared from wreckers yards long agzo. The Consolidated Beecring Comipany in Kembla Stree:
Fyshwick can provide an ‘O’ seal costing a few cents which will fix these valves. One of these seals ha:
been working veryv satisfactorily in Bill Wheeler's car icr more than a year.

How many of us have experienced oil leaks from under cur 1800°s? Nearly all of use from time to time
The major and most common oil leak is from the gearchange cables at the lower end where they ente:
the gearbox. There is a cure for this thanks to Bill Healy. There is a product on the market calles
Heatshrink available from plumbing outlets. The cabie must first be disconnected, perferably from th:
remote gearchange end, and the cables thoroughly degreased. Heatshrink, which consists of a plasti.
sheath, is then slid over the offending cable up to the leaky area. It is then heated, by means of a hot-au
gun, where it shrinks into place.

Alternatively.. . modified Tasman or Kimberley gearchange cables will also fit BUT the cable change hous
ing must be retained as it differs to the 1800. It will fit into the gearbox exactly the same as the-1800.



Frank Gifford has advised he located some MPH to KPH strips which can be adhered onto the existing

~. speedometer glass. Some 1800’s did have a dual reading factory fitted but these were too few; so those of

P

us who don’t have that...see Frank Gifford.
Tom and Doreen Malins contributed $5 toward the club and the current balance is $20 plus a few cents.

The technical drawings this month include a follow-up to the carburettor and features centreing the jet,
which can cause flooding if not properly set, and components of the gearchange mechanism.

Should members have any scrap alloy, for exa.mple. an old gearbox casing, suspension housing or the like,

please bring it along to one of our meetings; it can be converted into cash at Fyshwick and the money
utilized by the club.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 16 July, and will be mainly a technical one. Qur gathering

will be at Mick Street’s home, 3 Mahon Place in Hughes, in the afternoon. Please phone to let him know
if you're able to come.

Happy Austinning.




K-16 SYNCHROMESH TRANSMISSION
KEY TO GEAR CHANGE MECHANISM
No. Description : No. Description

1. Change speed operating lever — reverse
2. Change speed operating lever — 3rd/top
3. Change speed operating lever — 1st/2nd
4. Cable change housing
5. Retaining plate — change speed cables
6. Spring washer
7. Set screw — retaining plate
8. Change speed control box
9. Top cover — change speed control box
10.  Mounting ring
Il. Pin
12.  Spring retainer -
13.  Dust cover
14. Spring — reverse check
15.  Nut — change speed contro! box
16. Spring washer
17.  Locknut — cable jaws
18. Nut — cable jaws
19. Knob for lever
20: Locknut for knob
21. Change speed lever

22.  Guide plate

23. Pivot pin — interlock arm

24.  Shaflt - jaw

25. Retaining plate — shaft

26. Change speed interlock arm

27. Change speed jaw — 3rd/top

28. Change speed jaw — Ist/top

29. Gear change cable complete — 1st/2nd

30. Gear change cable complete — 3rd/top

31. Gear change'cable complete — reverse

32. Pivot — gear change operating levers

33. ‘O’ring — gear change cables

34. Screw retaining plate to control box

35. Spring washer

36. Spacer — cable retaining plate

37. Retaining plate — change speed cables

38. Change speed jaw — reverse

39. Reverse light switch*

40. Joint washer*

41. Retaining band — *A’ 9 in. (230 mm.) from cable
retaining plate '

*Plug with fibre washer when switch is not fitted.

14. Remove the two screws and spring washers and
withdraw the cable retaining plate with its two
spacers. Remove the locknuts and nuts from the
cables and withdraw them from the box.

15. Release the operating shaft retainer, press the shafts
from the box, and remove the change speed jaws.

Reassembling

16. Assemble the relay levers and spacers in the cable
housing and push the pivot through. Refit circlip.

17. Insert the cables and replace the retainers.

18. Position the change speed jaws in the cable housing,
press home the operating shafts, and fit the shaft
retainer.

Reverse light switch: The plunger should just touch
the contact face of the reverse change speed jaw.

19. Insert the cables and assemble the nuts and locknuts
in the control box. Smear all components liberally

with grease.

Refit the cable retainer and spacers and the interlock
arm.

Fit the retaining band to the cables — refer to Fig.
K22.

Note: The reverse cable has a yellow band and is
longer than the other two.

20. Set the relay levers in the neutral position, ease the
cable housing into the differential cover, and secure
with the spring washers and nuts.

"21. Refit the control box to the heat shield and secure

the heat shield assembly to the floor.
Connect up the hand brake cable.

[39)
(9]

23. From inside the vehicle: Adjust the control cables
(see items 4 and S, above). When all the cables are
correctly adjusted replace the change speed guide,
control box top cover, floor cover, and gear lever

assembly.
24. Check to ensure that all gears can be selected.

GEAR CHANGE CABLES

Cables with improved oil sealing were introduced at
the following engine numbers:-
Saloon . 18Y/Ta/H 12969
Utility First production.
The cables are longer and have the ends swaged on to

the outer casing.

For identification the old cable *A’ and the new type
‘B’ are illustrated in Fig. K23.

Should damage or splitting occur to the P.V.C.
covering of the cables the following rectification can be
carried out.

Special Tool:
Manufacture a tubing adaptor as described in Fig.
K24.

Materia! required:
P.V.C. tube BMC Part No. HYL 3922.
Cleaning solvent: Such as Shell X60.
Petroleum Jelly.
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T Warmv up the engine to its normal working temperature 2 Screw up the jet-adjusting nul, which controls the height 3 fuse the st Redogse o aoed 1o, ot

and switch ofl. Undo the throtlle screw until it is just clear  of ihe jet (below the carburettor) as far as possible. Ensure  on 1o the bridge 1f the 5100 510k 1me ot o
of its stop. Retighten it one-and-a-half turns that the main jet below the nut moves up with it tapered needie on the pistan Hits vl eert et
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4 1o ("-"‘“il"'SO- pull out jet nnvd undo jet-adjusting nit. 5 With the engine running. raise the lifting pin 1 mm The 6 Adjusthn chala setting he 33h g » e v
Remove spring and 'Oulﬂce_'\ul lightly. LOOSO'\ the jet lock- revs should rise sharply, then drop. If not. turn the nut 3 unlil the mam ot =<teps Moy g Sy e o
nut. hold the piston down firmly and retighten. Reassemble litle. Test again and readjust unltil the selling is cotect control sciew 101 o 1ast brk cger tabnnt i o
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Servicing the SU and Stromberg

te 1wo main makes of variable-jet carburettors are the
St and the Stromberg. Both operate on similar prin-
ciples. but there are some dilferences in maintenance.

Belore carrying outany work on them, bring the engine
to o normal working temperature to ensure a realistic
tick-over. On SUs, cheek the piston and make sure that it
In returning correctly to its seating, Wit is not, loosen the
dishpot Gsuction-chamber) screws, rescat the dashpot
and retighten the serews evenly. in rotation. If the piston
s stllnot returnimg correctlv, remove and clean it I this
tls, adiost and realign the main jet. Atthough s s
theoretically o simple tiske in practice it can be very
ditlicult and it should not be attempted by the novice
home mechime without skilled hetp.

If the piston return s satishactory, however, when the
engine s running al tick-over, ranse the piston ilting pin
I mm and release it 1 the minture setung is correct, the
revs will rise slightly and then settle., 111t s too rich,
the revs will rise and stav there s soserew the adjuster nut
upwards slightly to weaken the mixtare. Repeat the test
with the littng pin. I the mixture is now oo weak, the
revs will drop. Lower the nut.

Topup the piston damper chiamber, ensuring that only
SAE 20 engine oil 1s used.

Stromberg carburcttors are tuned similarly but ,unlike
the SUL have s diaphriagm in the suction chamber. Check
it for damage and replace itif necessary. As with the SU,
it is diflicult to realign the main jet and needle; garage
assisLunce nity be necessary. The final test is the same —
10y ot the riohit reenanc when the nictaon 1< raeecd

Cleaning Mark one side of the dashpot so it can be replaced
exaclly. Remove the dashpot and damper piston. Clean
oo wath onotrol (st A aracivsY vt senlaco

Topping up Filt the dashpot 10 12 mm above the psion

wube inside. if the cap has a vent If there is no vent, hil tu
17 vy bsoobessar 1hire 1ty Tle o ©CAC DY . '
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Number 3 AUSTIN 1800 CLUB NEWSLETTER AUGUST 1988

Five members attended our meeting on 16 July last with apologies received from Jim Laity who was
holidaying in Brisbane, Sid Philbrooke who was not feeling too well, Jim Healy who had to go to Dubbo,
and Don Thomas who was in Sydney.

In between technical talk Tom Bray displayed a system for pumping up the suspension utilizing a high

pressure hose incorporating a non-return valve. This was fitted temporarily to the clutch master cylinder

where the suspension fluid replaced the brake fluid. By pumping on the pedal with someone else contin-

ually filling the reservoir, an 1800 can be refilled very quickly. Tom intends making a more permanen:
rrangement using a Morris 1300 master cylinder.

I have advised the Austin Motor Vehicle Club of Queensland of our existence and have requested all relevan:
data on 1800's. Nairn Hindhaugh, the club’s editor, is an avid 1800 enthusiast and owns a MkII scdan anc
a ute. He has a wide selection of brochures and information from which we can draw.

Have any of you discovered a shiny bare metal area caused by the tyre rubbing against the body when you
have removed a rear wheel? A few MkIl owners I bet.

The rear pivot bearing on the suspension of the MkII was a Slipfiez being mainly a rubber bearing and
to my way of thinking was not as good as the Mkl which was a taper needle roller type. Anyhow on
the MkII's, which have seen considerable service, the Slipfiex bearing will wear causing the tyre to rut
against the body due to the pressure exerted by the hydrolastic unit which tries to push the rear radius
arm sideways.

When this happens it will be more than likely that the Slipflex bearing will need replacement, costing $110
plus labour at Morwood Motors the last time I inquired ...however .. .here’s a tip worth trying first. Jack
up the car and remove the rear wheel where you can then get to the pivot bolt which from memory is §—'E’
Try tightening this bolt as nine times out of ten a couple of turns can be had -which does seem to reduce
the side play in the pivot bearing. I have done this several times in the past and it extended the time in

which to effect a repair or to seek a good secondhand one.



1 have put together a very comprehensive spares list to carry in the car gained by experience having living

in North Queensland for many years and have come to consider essential when contemplating a trip any
distance. Jt must be remembered that 1800’s are getting rare now especially in country areas where parts
would be unobtainable.

"Top/bottom hoses Plate (radiator to cyl head) Piece fuel hose
Fan Delt Alternator Sealed beam headlight

¥ Spark plugs Water pump and gasket Light globes

¢ CB points Universal joint Front hub nut, dished
Condenser Extra spare wheel Washer and split pin
Distributor cap Four litres water Engine breather diaphragm
Radiator cap(s) Brake fluid Ignition coil
livarclastic suspension unit Four litres motor oil A couple 2” self tapping bolts
Assorted -1%"‘, 15”, ;‘—'” nuts, bolts, Fuel pump kit (radiator supports)
anz washers

(23

The publication Unigue Cars ofiers free advertising to car clubs in Australia, therefore we have availe
ourseives of this service with a letter advising of our club in Canberra.

Wil regard te the gearchange cables article in our last newsletter, Heatshrink is available from George
Brouwr. Electrice! Wholesalers. 32 Whnyalla Street, Fyshwick.

Our technica! topic this month features the fuel pump showing an exploded view of the components together
with details on overhaul.

Our current financia® balance is $12.65.

Regarding our next mesting perbaps we should hold it on a Sunday for a change. One of our members,
Peter Gilding, works on Saturday so cannot attend and Gordon Waite is recovering from his week of
shift work. I therefore propose Sunday, 15 August, and to meet at the location of the inaugural meeting,
opposite Duntroon. Should this cause any problems please phone me on 82.5262.

Happy Austinning.

Mick

)



FUEL SYSTEM ' 113

MLCHANICAL TULL PEMP

Deseription

Mounted on the night aear of the engme. the pump
operated by an eceentne conoon the end of the camshalt
which moves the pumip roche s and link, pullimg the 1od
and  duaphragm assembhy downwards creating @ pantial
vacuumm o the pomp chamber. Fuoel as diawn it the
sediment chamber through the mier vahve. When the cam
lobe passes the tocher amm, the daphragm maves upwarcs
under the inmfuence of the dwphragm spomg and forees fuet
through the outlel valve.

When the carburenrer Noat closes the needle vahe, the
draphragm stops ats upward travel until the peedic valve
opens agon The socker amr wdles on e can fobe until the
clearance between the om and Bk closes. Pressure
debvered by the pumpas directly aclated 1o the strength of
the diaphiagm sprmg.

TJesting the pump (i position)
1o Disconnect the Tuel hine a1 the carhureties.
2o Doconnect the low tensior feag from the coil 1o the
Jdistnbutor,
S0 Crank the engine with the starter. A well detmed Tow

Fie. FI¢
The componcen:s of 16 ricchenicel fuel pump

Screw — cove;.

i
2. Gasker — screw,
3. Cover.*
4.  Gaskei - cover.
&, Screw - body.
(8 Washer ~ screw,
T, Upper body (sedimeni chamber).
& Gaske: — valve.
‘9. Valve & cage assembly.
10.  iaphragm and pull roc assembly.

1i.  Spung - gciapnress.

i, Gasket.

15.  Block ~ insuialo:.

14, Lower body.

15, Spring - 10cker arm.

1€.  Link.

17, Washe:,

1€, Rocker arm.

14 Clp ~ rocker arm pir.. !
20 Pin ~ rocker arm.

Note: Valve and cape assembdles are staked into the underside of the sediment chambe;.

(Larly modch screw clamp securec:.

-




FUEL

SYSTEM N

MLCHANICAL FULL PUMP

Deseription

Mounted on the nght acar of the engme. the pump
operated by oan eccemunie com on the end ol the camshatt
which moves the pump rocker wm and hink, pulling the 10d
and duphragm assembh downwards creating o pantial
vacuum m the pomp chamber. Fuel is drawn mio the
sediment chamber thyough the nler valve, When the cam
lube passes the tocker armg the diaphragm moves upwards
under the mtluence ot the diphiagm spong and forees Tuel
though the outlet valve.

Q)

When the carbietter float closes the needle vahve, the
diaphtagm stops its upward travel until the needle valve
opens agnn Hhe tocker armidles on the ¢am Tobe until the
cleainee between the amm and hink  closes. Pressure
debvered by the pumpas dueetly selated 1o the stength of
the diaphiagmespring.

Testing the pump (i position)
1. Disconnect the luel line a1 the carburenes
2. Disconnect the Jow tension lead rom the coil 1o 1he
distributor,

3. Ciank the engine with the starter. A well detined flow

Fig. Fl¢
The components of the mechenicel fuc! pump

1. Screw - cover.

2 Gaske1 — screw,

3. Cover.®

4.  Gaskei — cover.

5. Screw — body.

6.  Washer — screw,

g, Uppet body (sedimeni chamber).
6.  Gasket — valve.

9. Vatve & cage assembly.
10.  Diaphragm and pull rod assembly.

)
i, Spning - daphiagm.
12, Gasket.
13.  Block - insulato;.
14. Lower body. "
15,  Spring - 1ocker arm.
€. Link.
17, Washer,
16.  Rocker arm.
19.  Ciip - rocker arm pin.. :

20.  Pin - rocker arm.

Note: Valve and cage assemblies are staked into the underside of the sediment chamber.

(Larly modcis screw clamp secured).
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F-14 ’ FUEL SYSTEM

of fuel should be evident at each working stroke of
the pump. Refer 1o the General Data for delivery
pressure.

4. 11 no fucl is delivered. disconnect the inlet line fuel
pump and test for fuel flow from the tank to the
pump. It tuel is dehvered to the pump. do not
overlook the following points betore removing the
pumg for overhaul.

(s) Check the domed cover retaining screw for
looseness.

(b} Chech the condition of the cover gasnet and the
fibre washer under the head of the retaining
screw.

{c) Crech for foreign material ir the sediment
chambei.

Removing and replacing

Removing
Disconnect the fuel line to the carburetter at the fuel
pumg.
2. Disconnect the fuel line betweern the iank and the
fue] pumz.

3. Remove the two %in. UN.F. bolts and washea: from

the pump fiange.

Remove the pump assembly, insulator block and two
gaskels.

3. Remove the pump push rod.

Replacing is the reverse of the above procedure.

n

Overhauling

Clear: 1he exterior of the pump and mark the two
flanges to indicate the position of the inlet and outlet when
reassembling. Separate the twc main castings. The
diaphragm and pull rod assembly can be withdrawr by
turning 1t either way through 90 deg. Remove the rocker
arm pir..

All parts must be thoroughly cleznec 1o ascertain
their condiiior.

The diaphragm and pull rod assembhiss should
normaliyv be renewed, uriess in entirely sc.nc condition.
without signs of cracking or hardening.

The upper and lower castings should be examinec for
cracks or damage and if the diaphragm flanges are distorted,

they should be refaced.

All worn or corroded parts should be renewed. No
more than .010 in. wear is permissible on the cam contact
face. The rockér arm spring and all gaskets and scals should
be replaced. Minor or major repair kits are available.

Testing (with gauges)

Inlet = A minimum gauge reading of 6 in. (.150 mm)
Hg. must be registered and held for 15 seconds without
dropping more than 2 in. (.50 mm) Hg.

Outler — A minimum gauge reading of 3 Ibs./sq. in:
(.2 Kg/em2) must be registered and held for 135 scconds
without dropping more than 5 Ibs./sq.in. (.04 Kg/cm3).

Testing (without a gauge)
1. Seal the inlet port with a finger.
2. Operate the rocker lever 3 full strokes.
3. Wait 15 seconds and remove the finge:. A nois:
caused by suction should be heard.
4. Seal the outlet port with a finger.
5. Operate the rocker arm one full stroke.
6. Pressure should be retained for 15 seconds.

FUEL TANK
Removing
1. Reclease the hexagon drain plug and empty the tank.
2.  Remove the rear bumper assembly complete.
3. Withdraw the petrol filler tube from the tank.

Disconnect the fuel outlet pipe from the tank and
pull the connector from the gauge unit.

4. Support the tank and remove the six nuts with plain
and spring washers from the set screws and studs and
lower the tank (later cars: three set screws are used
on the wheel side).

Refitting
Reverse the removal procedure.

Fue) Gauge tank unit

.The gauge urit is accessible through a hole ir thse
luggage compariment fioo:.

Remove the tank gauge locking ring and lift out -
gauge unii and rubber sealing ring.

When refitting. 3 new rubber sealing ring should pe
fitted if necessary 10 ensure a fuel-tight joint.
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Numoer 4 AUSTIN 1802 CLUE NEWSLETTER _ SEPTEMBER 1988

Undoubtedly Sunday is a better day to meet as our last gathering proved. There was an excellent turnout
ir. which we also welcomed two new members. Apologies were received from Jim Laity and Sid and Mar-
curet Prilbrocke. Our new members are:

Gec. DOW 197 Namitjira Dr, Fisher 2611 887389 Mk11 Sedan
Warwick WRIGHT 28 Kidston Cres, Curtin 2605 813088 Mkl and Mk11 Utes
Mk1 Sedan
Mkl Sedan with
MGB motcr.
L fzzture this month is a copy of the release details of the Austin 1800 by the Austin Motor Compeny

2. 2904, By comparing inhe contents of this together with the picture features, the moden day cars
;ven 1 rrogressed that much: except for extra speed, acceleration, fuel injection and computerization. The
suny war a futurisuce car which still outclasses the new in conifort and spaciousness. But then we

:ve Lo convince ourseives, do we’

Incicernially, the 1800 was voted ccr of the century back in 1965.

Witk reference to Bill Wheeler's O-rings in issue number 2, Tom Bray has located ancther source. It is the
ACT Lecming Supplies of 8§ Cumiberland Court, 52 Wollongong Street, Fyshwick; telephone 804191, The
part number is BS 014 and Steve Bolin will be happy to assist.

Now that our club is off the ground perhaps we should think about a menmbership card and even a grill
badge. What do you think of the existing club logo (shown on the last page of this newsletter)? I rang one
company who laminate ID cards and the like and they estimate roughly 40 cents to laminate a membership
card. Regarding a grill badge there are a few trophy-style extablishments in Fyshwick and Philip who may
be able to oblige us. I think we should throw in our ideas for discussion at our next meeting.

Ciub funds are almost exhausted and contributions will be invited at the next meeting. David Rossiter has
aiready contributed $6 as he wil} be visiting the United Kingdom in a couple of weeks. He has promised
to keep his eves open for Austins and will be exploring the spares situation.



In our last newsletter, which listed essential spares to carry on a trip. one very important part was omitted.
Automatic owners will recognize it as a converter mounting plate (drive plate).

~Our next meeting will be a Swapmeet and will be held at Tom and Doreen’s home at 21 Lister Crescent,

Ainslie at 2 o’clock on Sunday, 18 September. If you have any surplus parts to sell or exchange this is your
¥ chance! Sid Philbrooke has heaps and will be supplying a list. Perhaps others may wish to follow suit?
$ Don't fcel you must bring something as a few members don't have any spare parts. Just be there.

Remember, any secrap aluminium will be appreciated which can then be converted into club funds.

Happy Austinning

Nick

" Tor Sale/Wanted:

Sale: Mki11 Utility in excellent condition.
Contact Frank Gifford.

Wanted: Mk11 Engine urgently.
Contact Geoff Dow.

Wanted: Any 1800 Sedan in working or restorable
condition, rust free.
Contact Mick Street.

-~
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THE AUSTIN MOTOR COMPANY

=

lesuod by tho Pross and Public Relations Office.
The Britisbh Motor Corporation Ltd.. P.O. Box 41, Lougbridge, Birminghamn
Telephone: Birmingham. Priory 2101 oxtensions 141-388

RELEASE DATLE: Confidential until Tuesday 13th October, 1964.

b B.M.C. ANNOUNCE THE AUSTIN 1800 - A NEW CONCEPT

IN FAMILY MOTORING

Spacious Saloon of Compact Dimensions with Transverse

Engine and Hvdrolastic Suspension

Luxury car standards of roominess and riding comfort within an over-
ali lengtn of wnéerl3ft 9in. These are just two of the outstanding character-
istics of a brilliant new family car announced by the British Motor Corporation.
The Austin 1806 also offers siient, high-speed cruising witha 80 m.p.h.
maximum unsurpassed roadholding and cornering powers, excellent luggage
space, and built-in safely and longevity from what is probably the strongest
body shell ever planned for quantity production.

Designed by Alec lssigonis, the new '1800' follows the basic design
conception of the B.M.C. Mini and '1100" models with transversely mounted
engine and transmission unit, front wheel drive and Hydrolastic suspension
with "'a wheel at each corner". However, this world-renowned design is now
combined with a standard of refinement and additichal engineering innovations
which provide 2 new concept of a medium-sized family car. It does not,

incidentally, replace any model in the existing Austin range.

PROVIDING SPACE FOR COMFORT

Although the Austin 1800 is over nine inches shorter than an Austin A60 -
itself a car of modest overall length at 14ft 63in. (4.43m.) - the interior body and
seat dimensions exceed those ol cars of considerably greater external dimensions.
The rear seat width at 56 in. will accommodate three large adults with ease, with
more than the usual amount of leg room.

Biggest single factor in achieving such roominess, of course, is the 'East-
West' engine location, which gives 70% of the car's length as passenger and luggage
accommodation. But other ingenious features also contribute. A large tubular

cross member which braces the body shell below the scuttle is also employed to



[

house the front horizontally located lHydrolastic suspension units. Further
space is saved by positioning the rear Hydrolastic units horizontally beneath
the car in the recess provided by the rear seat platform. This increases
the storage space available for spare wheel and fuel tank, resulting in
larger boot space. At the same time the smooth contours of the rear end
of the car give maximum interior width to the boot, which has a capacity

of 17 cubic feet (0.46 cubic metres); there is no intrusion into the boot
space by the fuel tank or spare wheel, both these items being mounted
under the fioor.

Additional convenient storage space is available for the im@dﬁnenta
whichk most enthusiastic drivers like to carry - reflecting the fact that the
E.M.C. senior engineers themselves have ‘'lived with the car! during a
substantial part of its development. Such items as maps, books, document
cases, gloves, etc., can be swallowed easily by the rigid door pockets, yet
remzain conveniently to hand. Umbrellas, cameras, handbags and the like
czr be carried on the full width parcel shelf below the facia, while the rear
window shelf offers no less than another 54 square feet of space for such

things as hats, rugs, etc.

DRAUGHT PROOF VENTILATION

A high-input fresh air system allows a large amount of fresh air to )
be brought into the car with the windows shut. Complete control over its
warmth and direction of flow can be gained by joint use of the heater/demiste.
2nc the independently supplied adjustable (for direction and flow) air grilles
z. each side of the faciz. This svstem is so efficient that it has been possible
10 disperse with the usuzl guarter windows on the front doors, thereby achieving

further reduction in wind noise at speed.

VIBRATIONLESS POWER

A smooth 84 b.h.p. at 5,300 r.p.m. is delivered by the 1798 cc. four
cylinder, o.h.v. engine which has a five-bearing crankshaft.

It drives, via a gear train, a four-speed gear box, with baulk-ring type
synchromesh on all forward gears.

A new desigh of engine mounting combined with the use of control cab)—
instead of the more usual rods linking the gear box to the gear lever helps to
insulate the car interior from all engine noises, contributing to a guiet high

speed cruising performance.
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“continued Overall ratios --

lst

Rev.

Standard
13.783 : 1
12.875 : 1

Alternative

12.779 :1
11.936 :1

Top gear m.p.h. per 1000 r.p.m., 16.62 (17.93 an alternative

ratio of 3,882 to 1).

SUSPENSION :

BRAKES :

STEERING :

DIMENSIONS :

Independent all rouna, Hydrolastic displacers inter-

connected.

Hydraulic, servo-assisied, 9 in. diameter discs front,

9 in. diameter drums rear.

Rack and pinior, 4.4 turns lock to lock.

Wheelbase
Track: front
Track: rear
Overall length

Overall width

Overall height (unladen)

Ground clearance (laden)

Turning circle

Kerb weight (unladen, with

half tank petrol).

8 ft. 10 in.

4 ft. 8% in.

4 ft. 7% in.

13 ft. 8.8/16 in.

5 ft. 7 in.
4 ft. 75 in.
6% in.

37 fi. betweern kerbs.

2535 1b.

(22.6 cwi.)

(1149.85 kg )



SUSTENSHON AND BRANKTS

The now fumous Hyvdrolastic suspension svaten 1s emploved. With
liquid filled rubber suspension units (self damping) inter-connected front
to rear, a remarkably level ride 1s obtained coupled with superb roadholding.
No attention is needed, the system being scaled for life.

Continuously self-adjusting, the Yin. diameter front disc brakes,
combined with equally large rear drum brakes, provide adequate stopping
power for the car's 90 m.p.h. performance. A 'g'-sensitive valve in the
hydraulic system reduces the possibility of locking the rear wheels dur'ing

emergency hraking .

BUILT TO LAST

In emploving the stiffest siructure ever used for this category of
iamily car, the designers have zimed not oniv at safety, but also at increased
longevity and freedom Irom d:storiion and raiiles over a huge mileage.

In conclusion it mav be said that the advanced design and quality of
engineering inherent in the new 1600 is such that it is confidently expected
to carry on the tradition of longevily establishec s¢ convincingly by Lord
Austin in pre-war days. In fact, it is unlikeiv that the model will be obsolete
even in 10 vears time and the life of anyv given car should be not less than
150,000 miles. ‘Hence owners will have the additional benefit of a low rate

of depreciation.

SPECIFICATION IN BRIEF

ENGINLE : Water cooled, o.h.v. four-cvlinder mounted transversel}.v. Five-

bearing crankshaft. Engine in unit with clutcl, gear box and finai drive. Bore
3.16 in. (80.26 mm;, stroke 3:5 in. (8€.8 mrm.;. {upic capacity 102.75 cu.in.
(1,795 cc). Compression ratio £.2to 1. Mmimurn b h.p. 84 (net.)at 5.300

r.p.m. Maximum torque 89 1b.ft. at 2,100 r.p. ..

FUEL SYSTEM : S.U. carburettor, type HS 4. 5.U. electric fuel pump. Tank

capacity 107 gallons (4&.8 litres).

GEAR BOX : B.M.C. 4-speed, all-synchromesh, cable operated from remote

floor-mounted gear lever. Overall ratios :-

Standard Alternative
Top 4.188: 1 3.882 :1 —
3rd 5.794 :1 5.371:1

2nd 9.285 :1 6.609:1
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dimensions) and Frant Wheel Drive (for
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were applied to a larger body.
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Number 5 AUSTIN 1802 CLUB NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 198¢&

After last month’s excellent turnout the Swapmeet was decidediy disappointing to say the least
with only four of us there—Tom Malins, Tom Bray, Gordon Waite and myself. Apologies were
received from Bill Wheeler in Queanbeyan. However two new members rolled up:

Darrell KILDEY 44 Badenoch Crescent, Evatt ACT 2617 58 6707
Keith MASSEY 55 Denny Street, Latham ACT 2615 54 6053

I had a problem recently with the flooding of the carburettor on one of my cars. Following overhaul
of the fuel pump and carby, flooding occurred when I started the engine with fuel leaking out of
the vent hole on top of the float chamber. Numerous dismantlings, checking the needle and seat,
float and float level failed to rectify the fault. The trouble was finally diagnosed as the fuel pump
over-pressurizing. This problem was solved by fitting extra gaskets (in addition to the existing
gasket and block) between the fuel pump and crankcase.

Whilst on this topic, if at any time you experience intermitient anc erratic running with the
encine even dying at times while driving around the speed limit for some time, you would no:
¢ blamed for thinking there was a fuel problem or a blockage, or thet the fuel pump was a:
fault. These symptoms do suggest a fuel problem. However, before puliing down the fue! pumrp
¢: carburettor, try replacing the ignition coil as this could well be the irouble especially afier
running for an hour or more when a faulty coil gets hot and breaks dowr.

Our feature this month concerns supercharging an Austin 1800 with some surprising results. 1
wonder if they are still available?

Due to the depleted turnout, membership cards weren’t discussed and no contributions were
received therefore, I regret to say, the newsletter will be temporarily suspended until we are in
the black again.

] suggest we meet again at 2pm on SATURDAY; 15 OCTOBER at Molonglo Reach, Duntroon
wlere perhaps we can also come up with an alternative meeting place, perhaps during a weekday
night. See you there.

Happy Austinning
Mick
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TADVERTISCMENT:

An Austin 1800 is a sedate family

car but bolt an EKINS supercharger
to one and it's something else!

AT first glonce the dork greer Austin 1800 looked like
- ony omer 1800, there was nothing to suggest it wasn't.
the benne: tnere lurked o secre!. The owne-
noc irec or Ekins Supercnorger. Even when the key was
turnes ar t-e joninon onc the engine immedioteiy sprong
1c hie tere was suli nothing 1o sugoest 1* was onyming bu®
i* idrec perfectiy ond there wos none of tne jump.-
ness ossoxiotec witr. he! coms and mulnple corburentors

Eyus ben

stongo:a

Tne onn

ec'h

tning  Mo! Qove the supercnorge: owoy wcs ©

shgnt whirr.ro noise 03 tne impeliers spur ir their cosing

. anec na

wos oniv nohiceobie to on expernenced eo’.

Or me roca the 1800 sudoeniy become o fos'. heoliny
oloyoirl fcrceming it normoi imoge of o stoid family moic
I immea:cre’s  sprang te 60 mo~

L1

usr 6.7 sec  oimos?

hoiving the stonoorc time of 15.7 sec, B0 mpr come up in
14,1 sex insreod of me normol

~e Supercharger bolts stroight onlo the sngine end no fur-
sher modification is necessary. Ekins supplies the full kit
including manifolc.

0-3C
0-40
0-50
0-6C
0-7¢
0-8C

mpr

mp»

STANDING

10°F §

PEED

31.6 sex ano we sow 12C

COMPARISON TABLE
Stondard 1800

[ 4.5 sec
[ 7.5 sec
S 11.8 sec
e 15.8 sec
R~ 21.0 sec

- 31.6 sec
i MILE 20.5 sec
93 mph

Superzhorged 1800
3.4 sec

4.9 sec
6.4 sec
8.2 sec
11.4 sec
14.1 sec
15.6 sec
120 mph

frem all ouvtward oppearances there is nothing to sugges:
that the Austin 1800 is enything but ¢ standord car. Bu?

the performance is something else.

mph on the speedo. The standord 1800 will run ou* o
93 mph. And over the quorter 5sec was carved off the

standard time of 20.5 sec.

The difference in the car was stortling and it wos hard te
believe oll this performonce could be hod from just firting
o simple supercharger. And, of course, witk this new found
source of power the 1800 become o much sofer cor. Now
it hod the extro power to pull it out of tight spots and thot

extro urge for hordé cornering. bu® o!' the time 15 wos quite

hoppy to pctier aiong in 10D @edr in Cily peox hour troflc

witt, not tnhe siightes: hin* of o protes:. Tne iuei consumc-

tion didn’t sufier eitner, in foct it remoines the same o3

when the cor wos stondard, 26 mpg.
The $290 wos well spent on the superchorge:, there were

none of the probiems of fiting hor coms. heods ond mu!-
tiple carbureriors which ore clwoys in need of tuning. The
Ekins Superchorger just bolrs stroight on to the inlet mani-
fcld, also supplied by Ekins., no other modifications ore

needed.

This is olso helpful when the time comes to sell the cor

cr trode It in. The supercherger just unbolts ono the srand- -

ard carburettor ond manifold bolt back, there is no evidence
of previous modifications as is the cose with heod jobs and

cther forms of heting-up.

Fuli superznorper kits are now ovoiloble from Be-n Ewins

onzZ Inciuoe e supercnarger, monifoic, puliey. cnc beits

F corourercs 1s extro but in mony cose: tre existng one

is uses.

Supercnora:mg is no*hing new. I' hos beer prover over tne
veo's G one of the simpiest, eosies’ onc cneopest ways o
impreving  ine performonce cf or engine. right througrioo”
the rev regnce Once instolied it does no reguire ony orer-
ticm onc mGSk: NO Unoue strain on the encire. Supercncrge-
kirs ore ovciigbie to suit ali populor mcoel motor core
For further deraiis cut out the toupon beiow anc post toocy.

Bolt-or kits now ovoileble to suit most populor models
including the BMC range, Corolia, Mazdao, Peugeot, complete
Holcer ond Forc ronge, including V8s. Prices from $29C
include, maniiolds, belts ond pulleys. Carburettor is extrc.

EKINS SUPERCHARGERS

18 Willyama Ave, Fairlight, N.S.W., 2094.
969-1785 — A.H. 94-1233

BARRY EKINS (969-1785]
SUPERCHARGERS AND TURBOCHARGERS
18 WILLYAMA AVE.,
FAIRLIGHT, MANLY, N.S.W., 2094.

PLEASE SEND COMPLETE DETALLS TO:

Address

: Name
|
i

No body modifications ore reauired ond no engine baloncing | Swate .. P/code e
details post the coupon today. L Mnke Model .

15 necessary. For further
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Austin 1800 de luxe Mark Il (1,798 c.c.)

AUTOCAR 11 Judy 1966

Autocer road test Number

- 1{\‘;‘(_.-_ ".v _’l'! T r’
SICONDS PH
170 : - " » 4 98 (1] MAleUM SPEEDS J. 0 T M O 10 NS T W 1 N
"o | ; ! ™ Geer mph kph rpm
. ; ! Top (mesan) :X] 150 6,150 P
we— ; ™ (bost) 96 165  6.300 .
i | . ACCELERATION 3rd 76 122 5850
» — 2nd 4 B, %
RIS i ‘ peet="1" " 15t % 82 Eeso '
et | ] e Standing }-mlls 19.9 sec 67 mph Sy ’
Seg /l i Standing Kilometre 36.8 sec 82 mph '
“ ~ — bl » )
CoARG | 9 i iy
nﬁi‘-h‘~ ) MOTORWAY CRUISING 11
AR Y o . mEa
v I T h i Lo ind. 76 mph
N '( i ‘ | En(pina spesd at 70 mph) p g t -
/ ! - DICLLERATION |~ = & {rpm 8t 70 mph) 3.870 rpm ":"‘ o M ] 1 % M e
0 T [ - (mean piston speed)  2.255 ft/min
1 / ! A l " Fue: (mpg 8t 70 mph)  27.0 mpg
z ? i [ Passing (50-70) 11.1 sec
36 L Noise (per cent silent FUEL (At constant speeds—mp:
-~ 2t 70 mph) 70 per cen: 30 mph 3
40 mph 3!
TIME IN SECONDS 4.8 7.5 10.8 16.3 21.9 34.0 60 mph 3
— Gg mp: 3:
TRUE SPEED MPH 3c 4 B 60 70 80 90 20 men z
INDICATED SPEED 33 44 113 (13 7€ 88 96
Muesge recorder 1.5 pe: cent over-rescins. Typicalmpg . . 27 (10.5 litres/100k
Celculated(DINYmpg. 24.5 (11.5 litres/100k
SPEED RANGE, GEAR RATIOS AND TIME IN SECONDS Oversli mpg . . 26.8 (10.5 litres/100k
Tor 3rd 2nd 1st Grade of fuel: Super Premium, B-star (min 100R"
mph (3.88; (8.37; (7.99) (12.76)
10-32 13.7 g2 52 3.7
20-43 11.¢ 2.5 £ —_
30-5¢ 11.E 7.2 6.2 -
40-6C 34 S —_
50-70 15.5 _— — —
60-80 21.2 —_ = OlIL

HOW THE CAR COMPARES
Meximum Speed (mph)

¢

Avetw HOC 02 Wre Mart B

Pore Lorsar FOO0 0a wae

HEman M

S W Orene Luke

Vaurnal Vicio 200

G-60 mph (sec)

Avety BOC o0 wre Man K

for e Lovper OO 0o une

R asnite [
onmn 8 Graao e
Veusrnsl Victer 2007

Standing Start (3-mile (sec)
3 20

At MOC Gs s en K

Pove Corses OO 0s mine

D n e
Rorad B Oreac Luse
Voushe! Vicser FOOK

MPG Overal!

20 30

>e ve I
Avere MOC 0s luse Mo 2

Porg Covnes POOC e Wee

M e T

Prornaut W Grong Lyes
Wewehet Vicier 2OOC

PRICES
Austin 1800 de luze Mk I}
Ford Corsair 2000 de luza

Miles per pint (SAE 20W/60) .

TEST CONDITIONS
Weather: Cloudy dry. Wind: 5-10 mph. Temperature: 17 deg. C. (63 deg. F.).
Barometer: 29.65in. Hg. Humidity : 56 per cent. Surfacos: Dry concrete and asphalt.

WEIGHT
Kerb weight: 23.0cwt (2,5731b-1,168kg) (with oil, water and half-full fuel tank).
Distribution, percent: F, 63.9; R, 36.1. Laden as tested : 26.7cwt (2,988Ib-1,357kg).

Test distance 2.432 miles. Figures taken at 3,800 miles by our own staff at the
Motor Industry Research Associstion proving ground at Nuneaton.

TURNING CIRCLES

Between kerbs: L. 37ft Sin.: R, 29k Oin.
Between walls: L 39k Oir.; R, 40ft 7in,
Steering whee! turns. fock te lock: 2.5

SPEEDOMETER

IGNITION & T(MP RATURE -
LAMPS E \ FUEL GAUGE

STARTEF

MAIN BtAM
TELL-TALE
f

N ’)__E:; \

NS

VENTILATOR
ADJUSTER

alR CONTROL ]

/,_

,"/I/.“"/

ol

INDICATC
DIPSWITC
MEADLAM
FLASHES

HEAYER

L':DlCATORS CHORE :28%::.’"



'TOCAR 11 July 1968

wustin 1800 de luxe Mark |l (1,798 c.c.)

ERAKES

] ? ] [ s . ] ] [} [}
STOPS AT (MILE INTERVALS FROM 78 MPM

ym 30 mpbh in neutral)

4 [ ] Distance
0.25 120t
0.5¢ 664
0.80 38h
0.85 35k
0.90 33.4h
‘rpKe 020 150t
gradient 1 in &
.- 40 Ib ano 4.5
CROM 30 M PH B NEUTRAL -
T 0 28 =
; ! : | :/l“ 'L;)
._’_.-____‘_.......l ]
‘ P ; | w <
e : I S
] T 7 Bz
: P> s T LAS v LS LOOKING _] 40y E
! | 2
™ “ 80 10 2 v

1
PEDAL LOAD (IB)

Swepl siee .

e Ty s

~ " --uni*.\.p..’.

Autocar road test Numbr—21¢

FRONT ENGINE, FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE

(3 {311 ]

Cviinders . . 4, inhne

Moln beatings . B

Cooling sysiem ., Wates: pump. tan snd thermosist
Boie. . . . B80.20mm (J16in)

Strode 88.9mm (3.60:n.)
Duspiscemen: 1.788 c.c {108 S cuin)
Yatve pes! Oveshead, pushroas and 1ochsis

Compiession 1an0 9.0-10-1: Min ocune reting - 100RM

Caiburetior One SU HSO

Fuel pump SU mechenicai

€L 7Y Tacalomil Ul Now. 18NewIDis ssement
Max power . 80 bhp (net) a1 2300 1o

Mo toraue 10) B.fL (net1) 81 I OO0 1D
TRANSMISBION
Cluxch . . Do ano Becl disphrapm spiing B in. Qi
Fouw -8peen. sh-avncniomas!

Toe 1.0

Thiro 138

Gearbox -
Geot1suos . .

Finslrive . . Holicsl gesis 3.88-10-1

CHASSIS and BODY
C . with ptee: boOY.

SUSPEKRSION

Fiont . . . In ris

Hydrolastic dupiscen

incspencent ksding #'ms intarconnecied
Hyarolastic Smplacersy

ATEERING Com gears 1ack #nd pinor: powe:
assstance artn
Whee! o 16.%r.

Maks and tyDs .
Servo . .
Dimensions .

Girng. disc fiony dium tes:

Gubng vecuum

f.9.20 in. du.

R. 9.0 in. dia.. 1.78 in, wiae shoes

F. 183 sain.  A. 89300

Total 282 sa.tn. (211.3 »g.in.[ton leden)

STANDARD GARAGE 18ftx Bft $in.

nerom e Ty

P A A

L

wWMEsLS
Type

Tries—mote
—tvpe .
-—slz0 .

SQuUIPMENT
Bstwevy .
Genesstor
Heodlamps .
Revarsang wmp
Etocuic tuses
boison wipe's
Scisen warhe'
MNSIOT hesie.
Hested backigh'
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Qur last meeting saw more members turnout than at the previous meeting which is good to see.
We also welcomed a new member, probably the only 1800 owner in Canberra to have a sun roof:

| Len EASTWOOD 34c Fraser Court, Kingston ACT 2604 Mk11 Sedan with sun roof
Apologies were received from Jim Laity, Tom Malins and Darrell Kildey.

Did you know there are two types of rear hubs on the 1800s? The Mkl is tapered from the flange
to the inside bearing end, and the Mk11 is parallel. The Mk1 type will not fit a Mk11 fitted witu
FBR brakes ac the flange end of the taper fouls against the parking brake link—as both Tom
IMaiins and mysel! found recently. However, the Mkil will fit a Mkl alright.

Automatic owners: Does your transmission clonk noisily when engaging Drive or Reverse” If
the answer is yes first check the engine idle speed followed by a check of the down-shift throttie
cable adjustment. If the clonk persists it mayv be necessary to dismantle and clean the valve
bodies together with checking the strainer, alloy suction pipe, O-ring and pump at the sam:-
uime. However, a likely cause which the workshop manual omits is the possibility that the lzrg:
nut on the output shaft is loose. Access to this can be gained by removing the extension housing
(speedometer drive). Bill Wood at Morwood Motors remarked that it is not uncommon for this
nut to work loose.

1{ vou did not know already, the front seats of the Mk1 differ from the Mk11. Apart from bei:ug
slightly wider the seat base rests on a criss-cross of Pirelli webbing, whereas the Mk11 rests or.
a metal seat pan. After many years the Pirelli webbing perishes and becomes hard and brittic.
Replacement can be obtained from Clark Rubber for about $2.50 a metre. You will need abou:
10f1. or 3meieres (which is tight). You will need 6 pieces cut to 1ft9in or 53mm, and 6 pieces
' cut to 1ftdin or 43mm for the two seats. The job of replacement is quite easy and takes about

' an hour per seat.



Bill Wheeler pointed out an article in the Canberra Times where the Jaguar Car Club of Canberra
is hosting an all-British day at Weston Park on Sunday, November 6. I rang the Jaguar Car Club
who have invited us to join in the festivities and they will allocate us an area to display vehicles
and to publicize our club. Any members interested in participating in this event and who have
sugtestions please phone me on 82.5262 as soon as possible so that I may make arrangements.

If you liked last month’s supercharger article then this month’s addition will be equally mterestmg
lt is called Austin 1800 Tops the Ton. Fascinating.

Contributions were gratefuliv received anc our ciub funds now stand at a little over $34.

Frank Gifford has suggested we hold our next meeting in Fyshwick at his son’s builders yard on
the Ainor Industrial Area off Gladstone Street, the entry being diagonally opposite Maryborough ~
Sireci. Chris, Frank's son, now owns the vard and he bas several disabled 1800’s along with a
variety of parts and is open to offers for same. Thris’s yard is at the far end of the dirt road
opposite AA Sandblasting. It is suggesied we meet there at 2pm on Saturday, 12 November. It
shiould prove to be an interesiing meet. See you there.

Eappy Austinning
Mick
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~3r those of us with 1800s, the sad news comes that it's
seslgner, Alec Issigonis, has died in England aged 82,
'ssligonis was better known as the father of the Morris Minor
nd the Mini. Employed by the Nuffield organisation before
e war, he designed the Minor toward the end of the war,
mi1ch was quite a revolutionary small car for its time. The
‘inl1, however, was the result of sheer brilliance in thinkim
.i.d Issigonis had worked on the concept of a small car with
transverse (East-West) engine and transmission which gave :

..1gé interior dimensions and superb road-holding. The 1100 |,
.. 1600 are virtually scaled up versions of the Mini. Most . 7
~.d¢rn cars really owe their existence to this concept, as;?.
nere are few manufacturers whodo not include this arrange-
~rt. stomewhere in their line-up. Issigonis will be remembere

.2ing one of the greatest car designers of all time. |,

.trated here are some of his sketches of the development
1 the 1800 before it was announced in 1964.

Mr. Alec lssigonis (lcft) with Mr.
Charles Griffin, Chiel Englaeer, BMC
Passenger Cars, beside one of the firsl
Austin 1800 Saloons to be conpleted.

G lﬂrl vt 1800 drasings from the
h
‘}-\’l k of Alec lingunis
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In which a little bit of tickle goes a long way

the release of every new
s veil another glint in
¢ hoi-uj experts.
Jusl &« miud heac job or a
¢ conversion witn fuel in-
¢r supercniarger tnere is in-
lom ¢ tryving for more
zrice More ofter it is the
BrishiEs overweight hack
tmported¢ poor mans GT.
Somie  scaant lend themseives to
tuniry — notebiy the Mini and
Coruine -—— but others are better
lef: &icn¢ Thuz te anyone in his
rigny mand ern Austin 1800 is 8
roon:; comforizbie family sedan
tnal lnases & reasonabie fst of fui-
filliny ir gesignec purpose. To Syd-
ney eninusiast Jonhn Tickle the 1800
was & chalienge as a project hot-up.

Now,. we re not saying that John
Tickic iz out of his mind; only that
wrer wi nearc of the *Tickled
1802 &s we dubzsd It the thought
o! th.: fioaung loungercom going
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really quickly was a kit herd
swallcw. So after following through
the hot-up we sei off to the test
trip fully prepared to say. “Weli,
Mr Tickle. we told you sc: Austn
1800s Jjus: don't go quickly.”

As the mobile loungeroom hurtled
througtl. the flying quarter mile for
vel anoiner timed average of 104
mph (repeat 104 mph ), we snuck off
with our tails between our legs. To
push th® considerable frontal area
of an 1800 along another 20mph
quicker than the standard car took
no small amount of blocd. sweat and
tears — anc brass. So this is what
mekes a 104 mph Austin 1600 Tick-le,
if you'li pardon the expression.

Behind the project is stafl friend
and BMC salesman-racing identity
Ron Haylen, who consistently dom-
inated the. 1100 cc class with his
Mini-Cooper a season or so back. It
was a potential Mini-Cooper S buyer
that was persuaded intc an Austn

1800 when John Tickle scurn: Hsy-
len's views on z good tour.ng car.

Now we'll ugree the 183. is at
home on the oper. roac (as or our
Sydney-Pertn-Sydney run  cul no
bell o! fire away from the lights,
so Hayien's 1des was inves: in the
1800 fcr arcuné the same coin. es
an S, keep U untiil warrar:iy expired,
then tweak it for more open road
go, even to S standard. So the goal
was set. In technical terms the aim
was 100 mph anc a stending quearter
mile under 18.0 sez.

S0 EGU-990 siarted ar innoceni
life in the hands of Regular Army
men John Tickle but destined for
100 mph. Ali was well tc 7000 miles
when the clutch gave wey. This
waS purely a warranty job but as
the advantage of a heavier clutch
for the car's intended performance
was obvious, so & competition unit
was fitted with the small cost differ-
ence met by Tickle. At the same
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WITH the release of every new
model comes yet another glint in

the eye of the hot-up experts.
Whether just a mild head job or a
full house conversion with fuel in-
jection or supercharger there is in-
evitably tomeone trying for more
performance. More often it is the
undernourished, overweight hack
than the imported poor man's GT.
Some sedans lend themselves to
tuning — notably the Mini and
Cortina — but others are better
left alone. Thus to anyone in his
right mind an Austin 1800 is &
roomy, comfortable family sedan
that makes a reasonable fist of ful-
filling its designed purpose. To Syd-
ney enthusiast John Tickle the 1800
was a challenge as a project hot-up.

Now, we're not saying that John
Tickle is out of his mind; only that
when we heard of the “Tickled
1800" as we dubbed it the thought
of this floating loungeroom going
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really quickly was a bit hard to
swallow. So after following through
the hot-up we set off to the test
strip fully prepared to say. “Well,
Mr Tickle, we told you so; Austin
1800s just don't go quickly.”

As the mobile loungeroom hurtled
through the flying quarter mile for
yet another timed average of 104
mph (repeat 104 mph}, we snuck off
with our tails between our legs. To
push the considerable frontal area
of an 1800 along another 20 mph
quicker than the standard car took
no small amount of blood, sweat and
tears — and brass. So this is what
makes a 104 mph Austin 1800 Tick-le,
if you'll pardon the expression.

Behind the project is staff friend
and BMC salesman-racing identity
Ron Haylen, who consistently dom-
inated the 1100cc class with his
Mini-Cooper a season or so back. It
was a potentlal Mini-Cooper S buyer
that was persuaded into an Austin

1800 when John Tickle sought Hay-
len’s views on a good touring car.

Now we’ll agree the 1800 Is at
home on the open road (as on our
Sydney-Perth-Sydney run) but no
ball of fire away from the lights,
so Haylen's idea was invest in the
1800 fecr around the same coln.as
an S, keep it until warranty expired,
then tweak it for more open road
g0, even to S standard. So the goal
was set. In technical terms the aim
was 100 mph and a standing quarter
mile under 18.0 sec.

So EGU-990 started an innocent
life In the hands of Regular Army
man John Tickle but destined for
100 mph. All was well to 7000 miles
when the clutch gave way. This
was purely a warranty job but as
the advantage of a heavier clutch
for the car's intended performance
was obvlous, 50 & competition unit
was fitted with the small cost differ.
ence met by Tickle. At the same
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On the dymo at Sydney’s Town and
Country garage; second part of
modifications added 26 bhp at front
wheels — and this is Sydney’s most
conservative (for that, read reliadle)
dynamometer, It’s a Clayton.

X

Under the bonnet is all good-looking
gear, a bit complicated with all the
extra plumbing but quite impressive
nonetheless. New manifolding fits in
well, and you need only one extra
carbie to move this block of flats.

The Tiokled Austin 1800 head after
Ken Wiggins had worked his magic.
Wiggins does most of the racing
heads on Minis, as well as compre-
hensive balancing and building-up
work on a lot of other makes.

ums: & wWern: cam ground by Sydney

exper:: McGe: Cams. was installed,
again wilti. & view to the future.
Apart fr tness mods, new wheel
beering: anl eLngine mountings, the

nc special attention
reguler servicing untii
came up. After the cam
and new clutch were installed the
wheel rims were taken out to 5)in.
and fitted witnh Dunlop 175-13 EP3
tyres. Ir thiz conditior: we tested
the car fecr late:r comparison. Top
speed wzr 86X mp!: will. B standing
guarter muie comi.r @ up in 199 sec,
0-50mph in 11.3se¢: anc 0-60mph
in 16.1 sec. The car wa- then trund-
led up toc Town and Country Garage
at Linda Avenue. Hornsby, where
John Schroder, guardian and tuning
expert for Paul Bolion's 2.5-litre
Repco-Brabham, ran the 1800 on a
Clayton dynamometer. Best reading
showed 54 bhp at the car's front
wheels runnung on 90 mph.

Come 11.000 miles and the rea:
work began. Workirg in off ume.
Tickle pulled down the engine anc
packed the block off to Re-Bores
Pty Ltd at Woolloomooloo where it
was chemically cleaned and the
cyihncers horied. Then the big build-
up siarted. Here Ron Haylen came in
agaln. Having prepared his own rac-
ipg engines, Haylen has a fair idea
how BMC mills go together. A
complete new set of rings and bear-
ings was installed. both BMC parts
as the standerd bearings can stenc
the exirs strain, anc the block wes
painted with a blue Hammertex
finish which looks very good and
not unlike BMC’'s originai engine
paint. The head was sent to Ken
Wiggins. one of the very best in
BMC gas flow design. whno shapec
it to the same paih 8s ar. MGB
“hot head”. A Lynx maniiclc was
fitted to take twin 13:n SUs. which
are standard size. msking it neces-

SAry to buy only ENIre IL3IrU-

ons

meni. The poriz werz openec up
and polished, ther, &i. ine bits went
back tc Rorn Hawvig:. i< screw back
togetine:

Meanwhiiz: buigs

Roac. Chulicre Jim
experimenting wit:: c22 cii of pipe
to sel up tne best possicie Race-
master extractor exhaust. The result
delivered 8 lot more horses {rom tne
1800 ccs, if 8 bit more loudiy. Witn
the heac in place compress:on was
worked out at & 1z 1 end MGE valve
springs took care cf extra rpm. The
engine had beer balancec when
taken down originslly for installing
the competiition clutch and cam.
To take care of the exciting burtle
from Gwilliams 1iin. diameter ex-
haust, a Vallant Lukey muflicr was
screwed In.

(Continued o pcpe 7§
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PROTECT YOUR HEADLIGHTS
FROM FLYING STONES

only genuine “LIGHTGUARD' is

® CHROMIUM-PLATED ON BRASS

@® IMPROVES HEADLIGHT APPEARANCE

@® UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED

@® FIT IT YOURSELF ® A PERFECT FIT
@® RANGE FOR ALL MODEL CARS

rra

'CRYPTON

""\”

Crypton
Clammeters

Miniature induction ammeters that show the
value of the current tlowing in a D.C. circuit by
merely clamping the meter to the cable. No
connection needed, no disturbance to existing
wiring required, simple, foolproof. Available in
three models rated 40, 500 and 1,500 amps.

CRYPTON (A/ASIA) PTY. LTD.
L |

Dstrinutors In ail 9istes

ey ey

AUSTIN 1800 TOPS THE TON

(Continued from page 43)

Much of the added urge could be directly attributed
to the exhaust as a lol of fiddling went into setting
up the right vacuums. About the only items not
changed were the spark plugs. A longer reach plug
could not be used because of the .060in. head shave.

So with all this gear in place it began to look
possible that this 1800 would in fact, go. About the
only other major change was done to the running
gear before the car was taken up for a second visit
to Town and Country for final tuning and to check
what sort of real horsepower there was. To keep the
widened whecls on the road, the Hydrolastic suspen-
sion fluid was changed over to the Cooper S compe-
titton fluid and pumped to greater stifiness. As with
any Austin 1800, constant hard dniving causes slack-
ness in the gear lever linkage cabies. which were
replaced. To complete the picture a tachometer,
quartz iodine driving lamp and steering wheel cover
were added and the car headed for Town end Country
for fina! sorting out and tuning before we set 1t
against the ciock. With a bit of fiddling the needle
ran up to a fantastic 80 bhp at the front wheels with
the speedo on 20 mph (5500 rpm Approx:.

Down with the bonnet and time to go Cooper-hunt-
ing. But with stop watch in hand the real test was yet
to come — s0 out to our test strip. To an observer
in a Morris 1100S being tested the same day. the
Tickled 1800 didn't appear to approach the Sstrip

particularly guickly. But as the 1800 came closer the '

observer was seen to make quick movement, put his
hands over his eves then d:ve under the back seat.
He was heard to stammier later tfigi he tnought the
little 1100 had been sucked clear across tne road from
the 1B00's slipstream. He wasn't far wrong. for the
slipstream behind a block of flats moving at a two-
way average of 101 mph is something for the mind to
ponder. :

Back on the quarter and Tickle screwed it up for

" the big assault. As the comp clutch bit and the SP3s

clawed at the bitumen, a loud noise was detected in
the engine compartment. But not to worry! On to a
quarter time of 17.9 sec. Not bad. but try as we could
this time could not be touched or equalled again. At
the end of the runs a peek under the bonnet showed
the carburettor tubes well closed up causing starvation
after continusl bashing against the firewall. As tnc
engine mounts had just been renewed there was
scope for a good stabiliser bar to hold down the torque
on take-off.

The full comparative figures are shown on page 80
But the goal! had been attained. Well over the ton and
a consistent 18.0 second quarter. We then nricked the

loon and asked the obvious — what dia it all cost?
So we cams up with this list which inclucded every-
thing to make your 1800 do the ton — excep: the
labor of screwing it all together.

On your travels through
Australia, whether touring
or commuting, always
remember that a casually-
thrown cigarette or a live
match or a careless
picnic fire can cause
devastation costing
millions of dollars and
ruining many people’'s
very lives. Just remember
one thought; car makers
don’t bulid ashtrays into
their cars just so you can
have somewhere to keep
{lour small change. "

se the ashtray—not -
the window.

78 WHEELS, February, 1968




AUSTINTASHUS

THE AUSTIN 1800

Number 7 - AUSTIN 1800 CLUB NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 1988

Summer is here again and our last meet at Fyshwick was fairly warm to say the least. Unfor-
tunately the same old faces turned up of which I would like to say more about later. Apologies

were received from Tom Bray who had to go to Bathurst. Our club saw a new face who wished
to become a member: N

Mick OATES 31 Attiwell Circuit, Kambah ACT 2902 319 387 MkI Sedan

On Sunday, 6 November, our club participated for the first time in the All British Day at Weston
Park. Bill Wheeler showed off his genuine English model with Len Eastwood and I aisplaying our
MkII’s. GUne of the cars was displayed with all doors open and the lay-back seats down camper-
stvle and the vooi oper. Jonathon Gifiord arrived later with his completely restored MkI Ute
on which he has done a magnificent job. Needless to say all cars attracted average interest in
which folks commented on the spaciousness and comfort of the 1800. Next year we must make a
concerted effort and steal some limelight from the Morris Minor and MG Car Clubs. What say
you?
t T LA )

During the past month Pat Farrell, Library Officer for the Austin Motor Vehicle Club of Victoria,
phoned me. We had a very interesting talk and I learned there is a strong 1800 contingent in
their club. Pat tells me he has seven, including a Kimberley. He informed me he has just about
all the literature ever printed on 1800’s and promised to photocopy some of it for our club. True
to his word a large envelope arrived soon afterwards full fer fascinating details. Amongst this
}iterature was details of both Austin and Morris 1800's, the Wolesley 18/85, the 1800S and the
Mkl1Il. How many of you knew BMC put out a third model? Also included are reports on various
rallies the 1800 took part in including the London to Sydney marathon — an 1800 came second.
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. involves disconnecting the radiator hoses, flushing and back-fiushing the radiator, but
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In addition to this a large envelope arrived from the Queensland Austin Motor Vehicle Club; Nairn
Hindhaugh, the club’s editor, sent some photocopies of original brochures on the Austin/Morris

1800’s and the MkIII. He also included a Honation of $10 and his best wishes for our club. I have

made up folders with this information dxsplayed in clear plastic sheets and they are avaxlable to

¥ members for their perusal.

Our sincere thanks go out to both Pat Farrell and Nairn Hxndhaugh for showing such an interest
in our club.
2 .

Now that summer has arrived 1 think this month’s technica! topic should include the coéling
system. Most of us; I think, would fiush out the cooling sysiem at least once a year which
! wonder
how many members filush out the engine block and, more to the point, know a plug exists for +hjs
very purpose. It is situated directly beneath the oil pressure switch adjacent to the distrit™ or
In all the 1800’s I have owned I have found this plug neglected in every case. In most instances,
upon removal of this plug, sludge will be found behind it and has to be cleared using a length
of soft wire and poking up and around the angled passageway inside. This usually works and
it’s surprising how long it takes for clear water to flow from this outlet. In extreme cases when
the passageways cannot be cleared it will be necessary to connect everything else up leaving the
block plug out and running the engine until the pressure builds up, forcing the buildup of sludge
out. Take care to do this in a safe area and to stand clear of the outlet.

Flﬁshing the block can make a critical difference on a hot day and will prevent any overheating
problems as has been proven time and again driving 1800’s for many years in North Queensland.

Tom Malins contributed.$5 to the club and our current balance now stands at $33. Correspon-
dence was received from Sydney and Adelaide from folk who have expressed interest in the club

via our advertisement in Unique Cars. I replied to their letters and included copies of the 1800
booklet. '

The front section of the exhaust system on Don Thomas’ MkII was leaking and Don was a»._. to
get a new section of flexible pipe AND — get it welded too for $40. This is excellent value and

it can be obtained from Powertene Ezhaust Centre at 5 Collie Street, Fyshwick (ilelephone 80
5570).

Next month being Christmas those of us at the last meeting suggested holding the December
meeting at Weston Park in the form of a BBQ with members supplying their own drink and
tucker. Because of our poor turnout of late I would urge as many folk as possible attend so we
can discuss an alternative day of the month to meet, and to seek a Guide or Scout Hall or similar
to hire for an evening. See you at the BBQ on SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER, from}pm
onwards at or near where the All British Day was staged Please be there.

Remember, you’re riding 1st Class

Mick
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