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A USTINT~';'SHUS 

NVMBER 1 AuSTIN 1800 CLUB i\E,,"/SLETTER JUNE 1988 

After a rat her wet and dreary week the s1cies oyer Cancerra cleared allowing the 
sun to greet the members at the inaug'..lral meeting 0: t1-.e .4 u.si:n 1800 Club helC. a: 

the barbecue area, Molonglo Reach opposi te Du!:':.rooP..'a: ::: pm on 21 May 1988. 

In response to adverti sements placed in i::e Ccr:o~,:--c. T .me:! ~here was an exce:· 

len: turnout.~ wi th one..member hailing froc Goc:.:bu::-r. .t.fte::- formal introductions 

ana pleasa::tries it was aecldeci to io.IT. a cb.:- wi:.::: ;::-xeed:ngs to be kept very 

informal. As mos.t members are committed elsew~ere v; e aee-ided to dispose with a 
. ,. . , 

SOCIal slae. 

Mick Stree~ was elected convener and volumeerec to circulate a newsletter. As 

Mid: is a member of the QueenJland A uJtin Jlf aic ';" 1'ehi.::;~ Ciuo we have access te· 

much information should we wish . $45 was coliected which par~ paid for adverbs !: · 
ments in the Canberra TimeJ and telephone calls , wi th tne remainder to be usee. 
towards compilin.,g. and distribution of the newsletter, postase, calls, etc. 

The gathering wauna up with members agreeing to meet agam at the same 

location in a month's time, perhaps including a barbecue. 

Bill Wood of M orwood 111 otor.s was approached regarding a club discount. He 
is a little reluctant but has gestured he would only be interested in discounts on 
purchases of $1( J and over, and then OD a cash only basis. 



-i-

By now nearly all of you will have' received a copy of A uJtin 1 SOD, General 
Information and how to get the beJt from your car - the result of experiences by 
IlIeIIlIH.:f:; of the QlleclI:;Jalld cIuu OVer IJWIlY year:;. 

An exploded drawing of the carburcttor is included with this ncv.-sletter and 
can be added to the booklet, if you wish. Hopefully with each newsle~ter similar 
drawings will be included which, in time, will accumulate into a useful reference 
library. 

At our next meeting perhaps members can aavise .. he res t of the grou p on any 
abilities or facilities which may be of help to the club, for exam?ie: mechanic~l skills. 
body repairs, use of an engine hoist, welding, loan of a workshop m~nn~i ) paili~ 

spraying and the like. Jim Laity supplied details of spare parts for sale / exchange, 
Perhaps othcr members would like to submit similar actaib: , 

See you at our next meet 2 pm on Saturday 18 June. 

Happy A ustillning. 

:. 
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Number 2 AuSTI~ 1800 CI,UB NEWSLETTER JULY 1988 

J nne 18th although sunny was cold which probably accounted for only four members at tending the meeting 
However it is intended to hold the next meeting in somewhat warmer climes, ie . Mick Street's residence . 

Torn and Doreen Malins made it alon§; and during the course of events Tom mentioned a strange nois t: 
emanating from beneath his .MHI. Tom Bray investigatec. a."d it , ... as diagnosed as a worn universal joil': 
This was strange really as new ones were fitted by Mo7"",l.'oOC Mo:ors in January. Anyhow Torn Bray, beir.~ 

the helpful fellow he is , went around on the Sund ay morring and fixed it for him. In retrospect. and C'. ; 

the joint was on the driver 's side, perhaps the fuel pl:::1~ would warr<lJ1t examinar.ion to see if there m,,-:· 
have been a small leak of fuel which could hc.ve aripper:. or.:o tile joint directly underneatl: . 

Bill "\Vheeler supplied tDe following tip regarcii::; Co leal:::: ; heater tL"'F which are mn.inly found on Mk: , 
and very early Afi..:.IJ s: 

There is a valve or tap or. the fron t ot th e er.gln ';' u j : ' ~: . w:u cll can be usee t o rre vent water fiowin ~ 

the car 's interior heater. There is a seal in the valve (:10 i. the gasket be tween the block and the vai; ,= 
which may leak after man y years of service . .Horwooc Molors no longer stock the seals or valves ail L 

they disappeared from wrecker~ yards long ago. The Cor.solidated Bcar-in9 Company in Kembla Stree: 
Fyshwick can provide an '0 ' seal costing a few cents whi ch will fix these valves. One of these seals ha: 
been working very satisfactorily in BiU "\Vheeler 's car for more than a ye ,~r. 

How many of us have experienced oil leaks from und er our 1800's? Nea~ly all of use from time to tim~ 

The major and most common oil leak is from the gea.:::hange cables at. the lower end where they ente: 
the gearhox. There is a cure for this thanks t o Bill Healy. There is a product all the market callec 
lIcatshrink available from plumbing outlets . The cable must. flIst be disconnect.ed, perferably from th ~ 

remote gearchange end, and the cables thoroughly ciegreased. Heatshrink , which consists of a plasti 
sheath, is then slid over the offending cable up to the lec.i.;:,; area . It is then heated, by means of a hot-ai : 
gun, where it shrinks into place. 

Alternatively ... modified Tasman or Kimberley gearchange cables will also fit BUT the cable change hous 
ing must be retained as it differs to the 1800 . It will fit into the gearbox exactly the same as the ·18DO. 



t , 

Frank Gifford has advised he located some MPH to KPH strips which can be adhered onto the existing 
/ -",speedometer glass. Some 1800's did have a dual reading factory fitted but these were too few; so those of 

us who don't have that . .. see Frank Gifford. . 

Tom and Doreen Malins contributed $5 toward the club and the current balance is $20 plus a few cents. 

The technical drawings this month include a follow-up to the carburettor and features centreing the jet, 
which can cause flooding if not properly set, and components of the gearchange mechanism. 

Should ~embers have any scrap alloy, for example an old gearbox casing, suspension housing or the like, 
please bring it along to one of our meetings; it can be converted into cash at Fyshwick and the money 
utilized ~y the club. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 16 July, and will be mainly a technical one. Our gathering 
will be at Mick Street's home, 3 Mahon Place in Hughes, in the afternoon. Please phone to let him know 
if you're able to come. 

Happy Austinning. 
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K-16 SYNCHROMESH TRANSMISSION 

KEY TO GEAR CHANGE MECHANISM 
No. Descriptiun 

I. Change speed operating lever - reverse 
2. Change speed operating lever - 3rd/top 
3. Chapge speed operating lever - 1st/2nd 
4. Cable change housing 
5. Retaining plate - change speed cables 
6. Spring washer 
7. Set screw - retaining plate 
B. Change speed control box 
9. Top cover - change speed control box 

10. Mounting ring 
II. Pin 

~ 12. Spring retainer 
13. Dust cover 

h 

14: Spring - reverse check 
15. Nut - change speed control box 
16. Spring washer 
17. Locknut - cable jaws 
lB. Nut - cable jaws 
19. Knob for lever 
20: Locknut for knob 
21. Change speed lever 

14. Remove the two screws and spring washers and 
withdraw the cable retaining plate with its two 
spacers. Remove the locknuts and nuts from the 
cables and withdraw them from the box. 

15. Release the operating shaft retainer, press the shafts 
from the box, and remove the change speed jaws. 

Reassembling 
16. Assemble the relay levers and spacers in the cable 

housing and push the pivot through. Refit circlip. 
17. Insert the cables and replace the retainers. 
lB. Position the change speed jaws in the cable housing, 

press home the operating shafts, and fit the shaft 
retainer. 
Reverse light switch: The plunger should just touch 
the contact face of the reverse change speed jaw. 

19. Insert the cables and assemble the nuts and locknuts 
in the control box. Smear ali components liberally 
with grease. 

20. 

Refit the cable retainer and spacers and the interlock 
arm. 
Fit the retaining band to the cables - refer to Fig. 
K22. 
Note: The reverse cable has a yellow band and is 
longer than the other two. 

('\ 21. 

Set the relay levers in the neutral position, ease the 
cable housing into the differential cover, and secure 
with the spring washers and nuts. 
Refit the control box to the heat shield and secure 
the heat shield assembly to the floor. 

22. Connel·t up the hand brake cable. 

No. Descriptioll 

22. Guide plate 
23. Pivot pin - interlock arm 
24. Shaft - jaw 
25. Retaining plate - shaft 
26. Change speed interlock arm 
27 . Change speed jaw - 3rd/top 
28. Change speed jaw - 1st/top 
29. Gear change cable complete - 1st/2nd 
30. Gear change cable complete - 3rd/top 
31. Gear change·cable complete - reverse 
32. Pivot - gear change operating levers 
33. '0' ring - gear change cables 
34. Screw retaining plate to control box 
35. Spring washer 
36. Spacer - cable retaining plate 
37. Retaining plate - change speed cables 
3B. Change speed jaw - reverse 
39. Reverse light switch* 
40. Joint washer* 
4l. Retaining band - 'A' 9 in. (230 mm.) from cable 

retaining plate 

*Plug with fibre washer when switch is not fitted. 

23 . From inside the vehicle: Adjust the control cables 
(see items 4 and 5, above). When all the cables are 
correctly adjusted replace the change speed guide, 
control box top cover, floor cover, and gear lever 
assembly. • 

24. Check to ensure that all gears can be selected. 

GEAR CHANGE CABLES 

Cables with improved oil sealing were introduced at 
the following engine numbers:-

Saloon . 1BY/Ta/H 12969 
Utility First production. 

The cables are longer and have the ends swaged on to 
the outer casing. 

For identification the old cable 'A' and the new type 
'8' are illustrated in Fig. K23. 

Should damage or splitting occur to the P.Y.C. 
covering of the cables the following rectification can be 
carried out. 

Special Tool: 

K24. 
Manufacture a tubing adaptor as described in Fig. 

Material required: 
P.Y.C. tube 8MC Part No. HYL 3922. 
Cleaning solvent: Such as Shell X60. 
Petroleum Jelly. 
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1 IN;m" up the enqinc to its norm~1 working temperature 
and switch off . Undo the throttle screw until it is just clem 
of ils stop. Retighten it one -and -a-hallturns 

4 I f' t" .' ntr ali:;e. pull out je' t ilnd undQ j£,t ·ildjus ting nllt. 
rt (' <11UV I) spring <lnt! replace nut tightly. Loosen the jet lock. 
nut . huld the piston down firmly and retighten . Heassemble 

2 Screw liP the jet · adjustinq nut. which controls the height 
(If ihe jet (below the cmburcllOr) as far as poss ible. Ensure 
that the main jet below the nut moves up with it 

~ 

5 With the £'nqine running. raise the liftino pin 1 nlln. The 
revs should rise sharply. then drop. If not . turn the nut a 
litlle. Test iJgain and readjust until Ihe selling is CQrrecl 
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3 f~ ; II ~p. Ifu) pl~i r ll1 nt'. ln ~ I ; ' : I t ; I t, rj , ', ' I" . ' ~ " . 

on If) the b riU(J<:! I! :h~ V'st~" s : . (~ <; I " ~ • • : 

taper ed nl)E? d: 1;! en th ~ pl3ton !,t5 1,/. t! ! : · . ! ''' r~ ( •. •. ••. 

6 Ad jl1 51 th ~ ~ hqL.,! ~""! i l rH J h·. I ~ " ; " . ' :, .. , ~ •. " , I 

unt,l thr. rnaltl I~ ~! '~ ~r ' r 1c; nl'.I\" " ' 1 ' 11 ) ,\'1!, ," .. 
COl1lrol screw fOl ;) , ; , ~ r t ,( ~ ~,,, ,, , '.rt)"'I' t, ." .' 
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Servicing the SU and Stromberg 
IIII' l\\'llmaillmal..es ufvariahk-jel carhurctt o rs arc the 
Sl} and the Strumberg , BOlh upnale on similar prin­
l'ipk" hut llwn: arc sume tl ilrcrcnecs ill maint cna nce, 

lie rnrl' L';I 1'1' ) i II g oul a II)' \\'ork nn I hem , bri ng I he engi nc 
In a II ll rln ;d \\, Il rkillg lempt:rature to ensure a reali stit: 
lic l.. -o \'l:r, On SU s. check the pi slon and make sure that it 
i, n:lurn illg COITl'L'lly to it s seating , If il is nut, luusen Ihe 
da , hpol buclion-L'hamht:r) sere\\'s , reseat the da shput 
;md rCli !,'hlcn Ihe , erell's c\'cnly , in rulatinn , Iflhe piston 
i, " illnol rl' lmllill !,' corrl'cll y. rClIlll\''': and ..:kan it. If thi s 
Lli"- ;ldiu , 1 a lit I rca lign Ih..: lIl a in .i l: t. Altll\lugh this is 
Ihl'u rl' li l'alh a ,i mpk I;"k', in prac li L'e it Gin be w ry 
dil lil' ull a lld il , 11 l1 ldd II l11 bc ;Ill cillp tcd by Ihe novice 
III 111l l' IIll','h:ll lic II ililil ul , kilkd hclp, 

If the pi, I,' n retul'll i, , ;tli , ractory. lI< lll e\'\:r, \\'hen the 
cllginc i, rUllnill g :It lick -l)\ ..:r. rai , ..: th ..: pi slo n lifting pin 
I mm alld rl' lca ~e it. If Ihc Illi :\ tun: settin g is co rrect, the 
rCI', II ill ri,;e , I igh tly and t hen se ttle , I I' it is too rich, 
th ..: rC I', II ill ri ,,' :lIld , ta y Ihne; su serc\\' thc adjusler nut 
urllartl , ,; Ii !,' hlll' tll II'l'akCII the mi xture . Repcal the test 
Ilith th..: lifting pin , If thc mi ,\ture is noll' too wcak. the 
rc \\ II ill dll'P , Lu\\'cr the nut. 

Tup lip Ihe pi , tll il d;lI11per chamhn, e ll , min g thai unly 
S:\ I: ~ () ell gin c oil is II s..:d , 

Sll lI llI h..:rg GllhllrCll u rs arc IU II..:d ,imila rI y but ,ulllike 
Ih.: SU , ha l c :1 d ia phragm in th..: ~ uctio n chamber , Check 
it hlr dama!,'c and replace it if nec..:ssary, As \\'ith the SU, 
it is ditlindt III rcalign the main jet and needle ; garage 
assistanc..: may hc necessary , The final test is the same -
10 I!ct Ihc ri!!lll rcsllonsc when the Ili ston is raiscd , 

) 

Cleaning M ark one side o f lite dasltro t so it can be repl aced 
exactl y , Remove lite dashpot and damper piston, Clean 
thp.nl vv ilh nP lro l (!l o t ;)n ;Ih r:l'": iv p ) :lI HI I f'n l :1rf' 

) 

Topping up Fill the dashpu t to 12 mm above the piston 
tuhe inside, il tlte c<J P has a vent If tltere is no ven t. 1111 III 
1 ;) I1H n 1,,' In\I" fl ". "" ' " r I. 11 C'l\ r ')() 
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AUSTINTASHUS 

I\umber 3 AUSTIN 1800 CLUB NEWSLETTER AUGUST 1988 

Five members attended our meeting on 16 July last with apologies received from Jim Laity who was 
holidaying in Brisbane, Sid Philbrooke who was not feeling too well, Jim Healy who had to go to Dubbo, 
and Don Thomas who was in Sydney. 

In bet ween technical talk Tom Bray displayed a system for pumping up the suspension utilizing a high 
pressure hose incorporating a non-return valve. This was fitted temporarily to the clutch master cylinder 
where the suspension fluid replaced the brake fluid. By pumping on the pedal with someone else contin­
ually filling the reservoir, an 1800 can be refilled very quick.ly. Tom intends making a more permanent 

r\ arrangement using a Morris 1300 master cylinder. 

1 have advised the Austin Afotor Vehicle Club of Queensland of our existence and have requested all relevan : 
data or, 1800 's. Nairn Hindhaugh, the dub's editor, is an a .... id 1800 enthusiast and ov.ns a 111d1 s ~dan an a 
aut {;. II e has a wide selection of brochures and information from which we can draw. 

HaH ar:)' of you discovered a shiny bare metal are .. caused by the tyre rubbing against the body when Y01:. 
have removed a rear wheel! A few 11kIJ owners I bet. 

The rear pivot bearing on the suspension of the MkII was a Slipfiex being mainly a rubber bearing and 
to my way of thinking was not as good as the Mk1 which was a taper needle roller type. Anyhow on 
the M1.11' 5 , which have seen considerable service, the 5lipflex bearing will wear causing the tyre to rub 
against the body due to the pressure exerted by the hydrolastic unit which tries to push the rear radius 
arm sideways. 

When this happens it will be more than likely that the Slipflex bearing will need replacement , costing $110 
plus labour at AfOMllood Motors the last time I inquired ... however ... here's a tip worth trying first. Jack 
up the r.ar and remove the rear wheel where you can then get to the pivot bolt which from memory is ti ". 
Try tightening this bolt as nine times out of ten a couple of turns can be had ·which does seem to redUCE 
the side play in the pivot bearing. I have done this several times in the past and it extended the time irA 

(\ whic.:.~ to effect a repair or to seek a good secondhand one . 

r 

t 
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1 Jlave put together a very comprehensive spares list to carry in the car gained by experience having li\"iI¥ 
in North Queensland for many years and have come to consider essential when contemplating a trip any 
distallce . It must be remembered that 1800 's are getting rare now especially in country areas where parts 
would be unobtainable . 

Top/bottom hoses 
Fan helt 

~Spark plugs 
~ CD points 

Condenser 
Distributor cap 
Radiator cap(s) 
Ey drol astic suspension uni.t 
~ '\ 7 " ~" f." b 1 Assortea l C ,:; 'lC nuts , 0 ts, 

; : !l C \l··tl sher~ 

Plate (radiator to cyl head) 
Alternator 
Water pump and gasket 
Universal joint 
Extra spare wheel 
Four litres water 
Brake fluid 
Four litres motor oil 
Fuel pump kit 

Piece fuel hose 
Sealed beam headlight 
Light globes 
Front hub nut, dished 
'Washer and split pin 
Engine breather diaphragm 
Ignition coil 
A couple ~" self tapping bolts 
(radiator supports) 

Tii e p ublication [inigue Cars oners free advertising to car clubs in Australia, therefore we have availe 
oursei v'-!s of t hi~ service with a letter advising of our club in Canberra. ..--

Wll!: ret:ard t c' the gearchange cao i'-!s article in our last newsletter, Heatshrink is available from Geo¥ 
Erou·r;. E iecrricc: Wholesalers . 39 \'~"'nyalla Street, Fyshwick. 

Our teduucal topic this month features the fuel pump showing an exploded view of the components together 
wi th details on overhaul. 

Our current fina..""lcia.l balance is $12.65. 

Regarding our Dext rneetins p C'haps we should hold it aD a Sunday for a change. One of our members, 
Peter Gilding , works on Saturday so cannot attend and Gordon 'Waite is recovering from his week of 
shift work. I therefore propose Sunday, 15 August, and to meet at the location of the inaugural meeting, 
opposite Duntroon . Should this cause any problems please phone me on 82.5262. 

Happy Austinning. 

Mick 
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~1"lInll'll,'n Ih l' lI!!hl IL',II (II I!I,' "IIj:IIlL'. IhL' plIlI1p I' 

"1"'1.111'11 hI ;111 "','l' IIIIIl' CIIII "" Ih,' ,'1111 ,I!' Ih,' C;III1,II;I !'1 

1111I,1i 1111'\'(' , IIIL' pllll1p I",' k", ,11111 allli hl1k, plllllll!! Ih,' I"J 

;lIl d JI ;'I,III ;I),: III ;l s,clI1hh Ll,"I'II\\';IIJ, ,IC;lIinf: ;1 P;III I;!1 

\';1,1111111 ill Ihl' 1'111111' ,,1I ;lIl1h,'I , I' lld I~ LlI ;I\\,11 111101 1111' 

"'.!IIII,'11 1 ,'h;lIllh,'1 Ihl"II~h Ih,' 111"'1 \ ';111".: , \rh,'11 Ihe , ';11 11 

hlh" P;I",' S I Ill' IIld,,' 1 ;lIlli , Ih,' JI ;'I,I II ;I~I1\ 111"\'C, 111'\\,;11 ":, 

II lHJ,' I Ih (' 1I11111l'1I,,' uf III ,' UI:Jp ll ! ;I~111 S l' llIl ~ :IIlJ !'uln:, fll~ ! 

111I1l1l),:il Ih~ UIII!r1 \';11\,(' , 

(j 

2----------~ 

3-----------~ ~ 

8------(9) 

9----~ 

\\ '11,'11 II,,' (;lIhlll,' llel I)"JI d,' ,,, , lli e Ilcrdk \;111,' , Ihe 

dl ;'I,IIIJ~1I1 qllP' its IIpl\';lId IrJvl'I Ii n l il the ue,'Jk \':lI\'(' 

"1','11, ;1~ ,lIll. 'I Ill' Illd,l'I ;11 111 idlc, "II Ihe (:11 :1 1,,11(' unlil th ,' 

.-1,';11 ;\11,,, 1ll'11\l' ,'n the ;lInl allu IllIk (\"'l" , "I(',SIII(, 

dell\l'I"!! 1\\ th,' pllmp IS Jlle r tly ICLiI.:J III th.: '1r"II!!lh or 
Ihe Ji;lplll;Ij:1I1 'PI III!! , 

1 ,' stilll! Ih,' plllllp (III P"~II I IIII) 

I . l)",',lIl1h' ,1 Ihl' IlIl'I lt lll' :l l lh,' "JlhuICII(,I, 

1)1''- '' lO lIl' (\ Ih,' 1,11\ 1;.'lbllll ' iL-J J Hum I!I': l'\,i l' III Ih L' 
d,,11 ihllll" , 

CI;lI lk Ihe l'll!! iuC' WI !!. the Sla Tl e; . /\ \1 .: 1: u" t'IllI'U 11,\\\ 

IO---~ 

II-~ 

/3-----

Fir r lt 
The componCI::5 0," [ ,:; ( rnccncnical fuel purr:p 

l. Sere" - covel, l' • J. Sprmf - C:~?:::l.t::- .. 

2. Gasktt - scre"'. ,". Gasket. ._. 
3. Cover. • 1:; . Blocl: - msui4tOl , 
<. Gaskel - cover. l~ . Lo"'er bod). 
~" Sere" - body , 15 . Sprinf - rocker am: . 
t>. V. asher - sere"'. 16, Lin};. 
~ lipper bod) (sedimcnr chambcr) . 1 ~ . W:uh~:. 

8, G;!ske: - valve . Hi. RocKer am:, 
• 9. V .. h,t A. C:Jl=r as~cmbly . 1~ Clip - rodcr arm pin , 
10. Dlarhra~m and pull ro~ assembly. 2(1 Pm ~ TocKcr arm . 

Note: Valve and carc aSStmblJes ale Slaked Into tht undeaide of the sedunenl chambcl. 

(ur If mooch MTC'" c!.mp ~cured ;. 
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:111.1 JI:II'IrI.J~ 1 1 1 ;Is~elllhh d"\\'II\\,:lIJ~ .,cal inl! :l p:IIII:11 
\'J,'IIIIIII III IIr .. 1'111111' ,·II:llI1h,'r. 1'11,'1 i~ dl:IWII Ililt. Ilh' 
~,·,tlllh·1I1 ,-11:11111>':1 11I"'II~b IJr,' illkl \'Jlve. WII,'II Ille '::1111 
I.lh,· I'J'''', IJr,' 1''':1...·1 :J1111. Ib,' JI :ljlh:;1~1I1 IIh'\'C~ IIpwJrJ, 
wlde l lir e 1I111'1('IIL" " t' I Ill' UIJpIIlJ!!1I1 Spllll~ JIIU flllrl's 1'111'1 
11i10llj:1I ,II ... ollilel \,::!\·c . 

11 
2 6 

3 

4 ~ 
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9--------~~~ . 

\\'11,' 11 I hl' '::.11 hUIl'II,'1 fl"J I dll~"~ lire Ill'edk \':111 .. ·. I Ill' 
dl:lpIIlJ!!1Il ~I<II'~ ils III'I\'JIO IIJ\'l'I 1111111 Ihe lIe,'uk \'Jlve 
"I ... ·m :Ip lll 1111' 10d.'·1 :11111 iole~ Oil Ille CJIlII"h,' IIl1lillhl' 
l'ir:II:III,' ,' h,'lwn'lI I Ill' :11111 :IIlJ hilI" d,'Sl'~. Piesslile 
lid In',,'!! hy Ilrl' 1'"1111' IS unenly ,c1JICJ III 1111: ~lI"lIl!lh of 
Ihl' UlaJlIIIJj:IlI . ~plllll!. ' 

T"Slilll! lile pUlllP (Ill POSili"II) 

13 

I . Ills"lIl1ll'(1 11Il' IlIcllill"':J1 Ih .. cJlhurel1 el . 
1)1",'lIl1l' ,'1 Ilrl' I"l\' lemion I,'JJ lrum Ih e ,,,il IIllllc 
Jlstrihul,'r. 

.' . t'1:lIlk Ihe l'n!!inc wilh Ihc SIJrlc: . 1\ we ll ul't'incJ 11(1\\ 

Fir. FJ 6 
The compOIlCIlIS of the r.ICChcllicc l fuel pump 

J. Sere .. - cover. ~ L Spnnr. - dIJpnr3!!m . 

2 Ga~ltl - sere .. ·. I::. Gaske t. 

3. Covcr .• 13 . Blod - insublol. 
4 . Gaskel - COYer. 14 . lo"'er bod), .. 
5 . Sere .. - bod)' . 15. Sprinr. - loci;el arm. 
6. Washel - scre ... . 16 . Lin!.. 
~ Uppel body (sedlmenl chamber). 1 -. Washer. 

h. G~skel - valve. lb. Rocker arm. 

~ . V.I\·c & ca/=~ a~~mbly . 19 . Clip - rocker arm pm . 
)(J . 1)l;Iphril/=m and pull rod a~~cmbly . 2(J. Pin - rocker arm . 

Note: ValYt· and caJ!c assemblies are Slaked inlo tht underside of the ~edunenl chamber. 

(urly modeh SCTC'" cbmp secured). 
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F·14 FUEL SYSTEM 

of fut'! should b~ cvidcnt :It c:lch wmking strokr of 
the pump. Rdcr 10 the G~n~ral DJt;) for dclivery 
prl:ssu!~ . 

4 . If no fud is d~livrrcJ . disconncct thc · inkt linc fuel 
pump :lIld tcst for fuel flow from the tJnk tll thc 
pump. Ii" tuel is delivered to the pump, do not 
overlook the following points be(ore removing the 
pu;nt: for overhaul . . 
(:I ) Ch('ck the domec cover reta ininf sere"- for 

i00seness . 
(b ) Cbed. the condition of the cover p s;.. e t anG the 

fibre v,':!sher under the he;;d of the retJininf 
sere\\ . 

(c) U.cc i. for iore igr. material ir. the sediment 
chJ:nbel. 

Remo\ing and repl:lcing 
Remol·ing 

, . Dlsconne.:: the fue l Ime to the carburetter :Jt the fuel 
pump. 
Disconnect the fuel line betweer. the tank and the 
fuel P Ur:1!; . 

Rem~\'e ihe two ~in. l'.?\.F. bolts an': washer from 
the pump fiange . 
Remove the pump assembly, insulator block and two 
pskelS. 

5. Remove the pump push rod. 
Replocing is the reverse of the above procedure. 

Overhaulinf 
Clea r: the exterior of the pump and mark the two 

fl:Jnges to indicate the position of the inlet and outlet when 
rC:lSSembling. Separate the twe main castings. The 
diaphr:lgrr. :100 pull roc assembly can be withdrawr. by 
turninf it eit her WJY through 90 oeg. Rern (wt the rocker 
arm PIT; . 

All parts must be thoroughly cle:l ~lec 10 as:ertain 
the i ~ condilior: . 

The diJpnrJgm and pull rod am::1":li :~ ; should 
nornw ll~· be renewed, un less in entirely SO ~~I C cO;1citior.. 
withou! signs of crJcking or hJrdening. 

The upper and lower c:lsting. should be ex~m ined for 
crJcks or d;)mJge :lnd if the diaphrJgm flanges are dlstorlt'd. 
they should be refaced . 

---------

All worn or corrodcd p:lrts should be rcncwl'u . ~I) 
more than .010 in. weJr is permissible on thl' CJIlI ':tlllta.:t 
faec . The ro.:kcr :1T1lI spring and all gaskcts and se;Jl~ should 
bc rcpla':l'd . ~Iinor 01 nl:lj.H repJir kIts Jr~ ;JvaiIJhk . 

Testing (with pIIges) 
Inll't - A minimum gJuge reJding of 6 in . ( .150 mm) 

Hg. must be regIstered :lnd held for 15 seconds without 
dropping more than::! in . (50 mm) Hg . 

Outlet - A minimum gauge rCJding of ~ Ibs./sq . in 
(.~ Kgfcm 2 ) must be registercd :lnd held for 15 seconds 
without dropping morl' th;)n 5 Ibs./sq.in. (.04 ~g/cm~) . 

Testing (without :I gauge) 
1. Se:d the inlet port wi th a finger. 
2. Operate the rocker lever 3 full strokes. 
3. Wait 15 seconds and remove the finger . A nom 

C:lused by suction should be heard . 
4. Seal the outlet port with a finger. 
5. Operate the rocker arm one full stroke. 
6. Pressure should be retained for 15 seconds. 

FUEL TANK 

Removing 
L ReJeJse the hexagon drain plug and empty the unk. 
2. Remove the rear bumper assembly complete. 
3. WithdrJw the petrol filler tube from the tank. 

Disconnect the fuel outlet pipe from Ihe tank and 
pull the connector from the gauge unit. 

4. Support the tank and remove the six nuts with plain 
and spring washers from the set screws and studs and 
lower the tank (bter cars: three set screws are used 
on the wheel side). 

Refitting 
Reverse the removal procedure. 

Fuel Gauge t:lnk unit 
The gJuge unit is Jccessible through a hole in !.,~~ 

lugpge comp;lTIment 1100;. 

Remove the tJnk gauge locking ring and liit ou t :;. ,. 
g:lugc unll Jnd rubber seailllg ring . 

When refilling. :l new rubber se:!Itng ring shoulJ oe 
fitted if necess:Jry to ensure a fuel·light joint. 

-------~ -
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AUSTINTASHUS 

::-: :.:.mc.er 4 AtTSTIN 1800 CLUB NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 1988 

l.:noe.ubtecily Sll.."lday is a better day to meet as our last gathering proved. There was an excellent turnout 
j,. w:uch we also welcomed two ney. members. Apologies were received from Jim Laity and Sid and Mar­
f:"r~; Pil:lbrooke. Our new members are: 

Ged: DOW 
\ \·,,:-\,. ;:K WRlGRT 

197 Namitjira Dr, Fisher 2611 
28 Kidston Cres, Curtin 2605 

88i389 Mk11 Sedan 
813088 11k1 and 111.11 Utes 

11k1 Secian 
11k1 Sedan wi th 

MGB moter. 

>.~~ : ·:: ~: ,"..U"e this month is a cory of the release details of the Austin lS00 by the Austin Motor Compcn ~ 

: :. ~ . : :. :i 964 . Iiy compa:-~~ t;,e contents of this together wid. the pictur -o fe il: U!"es , the moden day cars 
;·.: .\·c :. : ::-:-or:ressed tha! much ex cept for extra speed , accelerati on , fuel ip.,iec t ion and computerization. Th e 
: ~ ~ :, : :. :_~ ~ y W J.;: a futU! is tic C~ which st.ill outclasses the new in c or::i0r ~ anc Sp:1.cJOusness. But then W e 

dor. ·\ haye to convince ourselves , do we? 

Inci6 e;". ~ ally, the 1800 was voted ccr of the century back in 1965 . 

\ Yitr. reference to Bill \Yheeler 's O-rings in issue number 2 , Tom Brny has located another source . It is the 
A C:r bfccing Supplies of 8 Cumberland Court , 52 Wollollgong Street . Fyshwjck ; telephone 8041 91. T he 
P:1.,t number is BS 01-1 and Steve Bolin will be hnppy to assist. 

1\ow that our club is off the ground perhnps we should think about a membership card and even a grill 
baci~e. \Yhat do you think of the existing club logo (shown on the last page of this newsletter)? I rang O!le 
CCJ:llp:1.ny who laminate ID ca.rds and th e like and they estimate roughly ·10 cents to laminnte a membership 
c:-.rc . H.egarding a grill badge there are a few trophy-style extablishments in Fyshwick and Philip who may 
br able to oblige us . I think we should throw in our idea..~ for discussion at our next meeting . 

C lub funds are almost exhausted and contributions will be invited at the next meeting. David Rossiter has 

already contributed $6 as he will be visiting the l.!lIiteJ hingdom in a couple of weeks . lIe has pronuscd 
t o k('('p his eyes open for Austin s and will be exploring the spares sitllation . 



~. ' 

In am last newsletter, which listed essential spares to carryon a trip. one very important part was omitted. 
Automatic owners will recognize it as a converter mounting plate (drive plate) . 

Om next meeting will be a Swapmcct and will be held at Tom and Doreen's home at 21 Lister Crescent, 
Ainslie at 2 o'clock on Sunday, IS Septemher. If YOIl llave any surplus parts to sell or exchange this is your 

~ ck 1.llce! Sid Philbrooke has heap s and will be sllP l'lyill (; a li st. Perhaps others may wish to follow suit? 
J DOII ' t fe el you must briug sometluI1S as a few members don ·t have allY spare parts . Just be there . 

r • 

Remember, any scrap alum.iniwn will be appreciated which can then be converted into club funds. 

. F o r Sale / "'"anted: 

Sale: 

Happy A u st l!lI'j z: C; 

11ici-: 

Mkll Utility in excellent condition. 
Contact Frank Gifford. 

""anted: Mkl1 Engine urgent ly. 
Contact Geoff Dow. 

tVanted: Any 1800 Sedan in working or restorable 
condition! rust free. 
Contact :Mick Street. 
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TI-IE AUSTIN MOTOl\. COMP.L,\l'Tl~ 

188uod by t.ho PrOIl6 and Public RelutiollB Ollce. 
The Britisu Mo\.Ol' Corporat.ion Lt.d .. P .O . Box 41 . Lougbridge. Birminl5hnm 
Telephone ; Birmingham. Priory 210 J' oxt.(lnlliouB 141 · 392 

HELEASE DATE Confidential until Tuesday 13th October, 1 ~G4 . 

B.M.C . ANNOUNCE THE AlJSTIN 1800 - A NEW CONCEPT 

IN FAMILY MOTORING 

Spa clOus Saloon of Compact Dimensions with Transverse 

Engine and Hydrolastic Suspension 

Luxury car standards of roominess and riding comfort within a n over­

a ll length of md=r13ft 9in. These are just two of the outstanding character­

istics of a brilliant new family car announced by t he British Motor Corporation. 

The Austin 1800 also offers silent , high-speed cruising with a 90 m . p . h . 

maximum unsurpassed roadholding and cornering powers, excellent luggage 

space , and built-in safety and longevity from v. hat is probably the strongest 

body shell ever planned for quantity production . 

Designed by Alec lssigonis , the new 11800 1 follows the basic design 

conception of the B. M. C . Mini and 111 00 1 models with transversely mounted 

engine and transmission unit, front wheel drive and Hydrolastic suspension 

with "a wheel at each corner". However, this world-renowned design is now 

combined wit h a standard of refinement and additional e r.gl nee ring innovations 

which proviae a new concept of a medium-sized family ca r . It does not , 

incidenta lly . r eplace any mode l in the existing Austi r; range . 

PROVIDI ~\'G SPA CE: F OR COMFORT 

Although the Austin 1800 is over nine inches shorter than an Austin A60 -

itself a car of modest overall length at 14ft 6!in. (4. 43m. ) - the interior body and 

seat dimensions exceed t h OSE: oi cars of conSide rabl y g r eater external dimensions. 

The rear seat width at 56 in . will accommodate three large adults with ease, with 

more than the usual amouni of leg room. 

Biggest single factor in achieving such roomine ss . of course. is the ' 'Ea-st­

West l engine location, which gives 70 qc of the car ls l ~ nglh as passenger and luggage 

accommodation. But other ingenious features also contribute . A large tubular 

cross member which braces the body shell below the scuttle is also employed to 
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house thl' front hOTl~ontally located lIydrolastic suspension units. Further 

space is saved by positioning the rear Hydrolastic units horizontally beneath 

the car in the recess provided by the rear seat platform. This increases 

the storage space available for spare wheel and fuel tank, resulting in 

larger boot space. At the same time the smooth contours of the rear end 

of the car give maximum interior width to the boot, which has a capacity 

of 17 cubic feet (0 . 48 cubic metres): there is no intrusion into the boot 

space by the fuel tank or spare wheel, both these items being mounted 

under the floor. 

Additional convenient storage space is available for the impedimenta 

whici~ most enthusiastic drivers like to carry - reflecting the fact that the 

:s . 1\i. . C. senior engineers themselves have !lived with the car' during a 

substantial pan of its development. Such items as maps, books , document 

cases, gloves, elc., can be swallowed easily by the rigid door pockets, yet 

r emain conveniently to hand. Umbrellas , cameras, handbags and the like 

ca n be ca rried on the full width parcel shelf below the facia, while the rear 

window shelf offers no less than another 5~ square feet of space for such 

things as hats,rugs, etc. 

DR>\UGHT PROOF VENTILATION 

A high-input fresh air system allows a large amount of fresh air to 

be brought into the car with the w,indows shut . Complete control over its 

f" 

wa rmth and direction of flow can be gained by joint use of the heater/ demiste. 

and the independently supplied adjustable (for directlOn and flow ) a i r grilles 

c. : e ach s ide of the faci.. . This s ystem is so efficient that it has been possible 

to dispens e wit h t he usual quaner windows on the fro nt doors. t hereby achieving 

iurt her reduction in wind noise at speed. 

VIBRA TIONLESS ~OWER 

A smooth 84 b.h.p . at 5,300 r.p.m. is delivered by the 1798 ce: . four 

cylinder, o . h . \' . engine \~' hich has a five-bearing crankshaft. 

It drives, via a gear train, a four-speed gear box, with b:lUlk-ring type 

s :.-·nchromesh on all forward gears , 

A new dcslgn of cngine mOUl'lting combined with the use 01 control cabJ.-o 

instead of the more usual rods linking the gear box to the gear lever helps to 

insulate the car interior from all engine noities, contributing to a quiet high 

Bpeed cruising pcrformancl'. 
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. continued Overall ratios '-

Standard 

15t 13.783 : 1 

Rev . 12.875 : 1 

Alternative 

12.779 :1 

11.936 :1 

Top gear m. p. h. per 1000 r . p . m . • 16.62 (17.93 an alternative 

ratio of 3 , 882 to 1 ). 

SUSPENSION : 

BRt.. KES : 

STEERING: 

DIMENSIONS : 

Independent all round , Hydroiastic displacer5 inter-

connected . 

Hydraulic, servo-as5isLed, 9 in . diameter discs front, 

9 in. diameter drums rear . 

Rack and pin ior!, 4 . 4 turns lock to lock . 

Wheelbase 

Track: front 

Track: rear 

Overall length 

Overall widt i~ 

Overall height (lmladen ) 

Ground clearanct- (laden) 

TurnL'1g circlE 

Kerb weight (unladen, with 

half tank petrol ). 

8 ft. lOin. 

4. ft. 8 1 . :2 ill. 

4 ft. 7~ in. 

13 ft. 8. 3/16 in . 

S ft. 7 in . 

4 ft. 7 ~ in . 

6 ~ i ll. 

37 ft. betweer. ke r bs . 

2535 lb . (22.6 CWL ) 

(1149 .85 kg.! 
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TIll' llOW l~JllOU~ lh'c! r o Ja:;!Il' SU SPI'!,"';ll'I , S\' ''';[l'11. 1:-; ell1plo\'et.i , \\' ith 

liquid filled rubber suspensi on units (self damping ) Intel '-l:OnneClcd front 

to rear, a remarkabl~' Icvld ride- IS obt:lillet.! cuupled with superh I"oadholding , 

No attention is needed, the system bemg sealed for life. 

Continuously self-adjusting , the 9in . diameter front disc brakes, 

combined with equally large rear drum brakes, provide adequate stopping 

power for the car's 90 m.p . h . performance . A 'g'-sensitive valve in the 

hydraulic system reduces the possibihty of locking the rear wheels during 

emergency oraking . 

BUILT TO LAST 

In employing the stiffest s tructure eve r used for this category of 
("­

family car , the designe rs have aimed not O:l!y at safety, but also at increased _~ 

longevity and freedom irom d lstor:ion and rc..~tles over a huge mileage . 

In conclusion it may be saie that the advanced design and quality of 

engmeermg inherent in the new 1 600 is such that it is confidently expected 

to ca rryon the tradition of longevity e sta blis ;lE:o s c convincingly by Lord 

.~ ustin in pre-war days. In fact, i t is unl ikely that the model will be obsolete 

even in 10 years time and the life of any given car should be not less than 

150,000 miles. Hence owners will have the additional benefit of a low rate 

of depreciation. 

SPECIFIC!. TION IN BRIEF 

ENGINE : Water cooled, o.h . v . four-cylinder mounted transversely. Five- r'"' 

bearing crankshaft , Engine in unit with clutc h, gear box and final drive . Bore"--"" 

3.16 in . (80.26 mm), stroke 3:5 in. (85 .9 m!::,!. LUD ic capacity 109 . 75 ell . in . 

(1,79b cc ). Compression ratio E, 2 to l. l'Il.:D.l:-:: Ur:. b ,L . p. 84 (neL ) at 5.3 00 

r.p.rr:. Maximum torque 99lb.it. at 2, 100 r .p . r;'" 

FUE L SYSTE 1\1 : S. U. carburettor, type HS'; . S. L:. electric fuel pump. Tank 

capacity 10~ gallons (48.8 litres ). 

GEAR BOX : B. M. C . 4-speed , all-synchromesh, ca.ble operated from remote 

floor- mounted gear lever . Overall ratios :-

Standard Alternative 

Top 4 . 188 : 1 :3 . 882 : 1 

3rd 5 . 794 :1 5. :.!71 : 1 

2 nd 9 . 285 :1 8. (j09 :1 
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Back 111 1961 BMC started a revolution in 

mOlor car design when they Introduced the 

Man IS 8~O . Its unique features included East­

We st cngine pla cem c nt (for urea l!':!r 

intenor space with sm aller overall 

dimenSIOns) and Front Wheel Drive (for 

greater adheSion and improved roadholdill!J) . 

Then in 1964 the same engineering ideas 

were applied to a larger ·body . 

And the Morris 1100 was introduc ed, with 

another new and revolutIOnarY feature . 

Hydrolastlc O FlUid Suspension. These have 

been features unique to BMC. fcatures tliat 

have set new standards In nlolor car 

deSign, feillures that have been greeted with 

unanimous acceptance by the Moturll)9 

world . Now with the Astoundlf'l!j AlI:>tln 1800. 

BMC again leads the automoti ve v/urld to 

new standards . With the AU!.tlll 1 tJOO yOll can 

oHer the motorist all of these ((!volutlOnary 

motoring features with standiJrds of comfol t, 

performance. safety, and ec onomy 1\ 0 other 

competitor can equill. 

. H.'II!.'," Tt.":. MA/k . 

The Austin 1800 is thtl Cil( of thu (; <;1\ , 

lury. With more revulutionilry lo.lllI !'es 

and worthwhiltl conllumcr bCIIClll!l 

than any other car on the AUl>lr<ili .. n 

miHkel. 
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AUSTINTASHUS 

J'\umber 5 AUSTIN 180 Cl CLlTD NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 1988 

After last month's excellent turnout the Swapmed was decidediy disappointing to say the least 
with only four of us there-Tom Malins, Tom Bray, Gordon \Vaite and myself. Apologies were 
received from Bill '''heeler in Queanbeyan. However two new members rolled up: 

Darrell KJLDEY 
Keith MASSEY 

44 Badenoch Crescen t. , Evatt ACT 2617 
55 Denny Street, Latham ACT 2615 

58 6707 
54 6053 

I h ad a problem recently with the flooding of the carburettor on one of my cars. Following overhaul 
of the fuel pump and carby, flooding occurred when I started the engine with fuel leaking out of 
the vent hole on top of the float chamber. Numerous dismantlings, checking the needle and seat, 
float and float level failed to redify the fault. The trouble was finally diagnosed as the fuel pump 
over-pressurizing. This problem was solved by fitting extra gaskets (in addition to the existing 
gasket and block) between the fuel pump and crankcase. 

'Whilst on this topic, if at any t ime you experience intermltient an e erratic running wit h the 
en~in e even dying at times while driving around the speed lirill t fo:- some time, you would nOl 
b e blamed for thinking there was a fuel problem or a blockage , or the t the fuel pump was a: 
h~! i . These symptoms do suggest a fuel problem. However , before pulling down the fuel pUIT. F' 
m ca.rourettor , try replacing t.he ignition coii as thi ~. coul d well he H: ~ :rouble especially afte, 
running for an hour or more when a faulty coil gets hoi and breaks OOWri . 

Our feature this month concerns supercharging an A UJtin 1800 v."lth some surprising results. I 
wonder if they are still available? 

Due to the depleted turnout, membership cards weren't discussed and no contributions were 
received therefore, I regret to say, the newsletter will be temporarily suspended until we are in 

the b lack again . 

1 suggest we meet again at 2pm on SATURDAY; 15 OCTOBER at Molonglo Reach, Duntroon 
where perhaps we can also come up with an alternative meeting place, perhaps during a weekday 

night. See you there. 

Happy Austinning 
Mick 
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BLOW FOR GO 
An Austin 1800 IS a sedate family 
car but bolt an EKINS supercharger 

r to one and it's something else I 
J 

r 

I 

:\ i firs' g lance the cia ,. greer. Au .. in 1800 looked l,Ke 
- any Ollle r 1800, the'. wo. nothing to suggest i. wosn·1. 
E ~' ben..,,' " Ih~ benn., Iner. lurkeci 0 secre!. The owne ' 
hoc fl!t ec or Eki ns 5upprchorge r. Even when the key was 
tvrn!"=. I!" !~e IQ" if lon o nd the eng ine- Imm~ ioteiy 'Prong 
tC Ilie tnt"e wes stli i no~n i ng to sugge u i · w:a onyT'rlin; bu· 
!tenoore I ~ id ,ec perfe:t iy and mere- WC~ none of t ne iump .. 
ne-u Q!.SO< I O f e-= w it h hot CO~$ and mvh lpit corbure"ol's . 
l nt' or\l\ 1n l ne tno! 00"'£0 t he supe rcnoroe ~ owo y WO ! 0 

! h 9 !'i~ wh lf r . ~~· nO I5.E' ~ 5. Tnt' Im:>eliers s:>~n ir, tne ," COSl n;;: 
. one tn_ :, we s on iv nOTice-OD ie- to o n eJl.perlenceO eo ~· 

On In. roco ,ne 1800 sucio ..... iy become 0 fos ' . heoltn y 
Dlo y?,,,1 icr;:e n tng ih norma i Imoge o f 0 sto id tomdy rAo ic . 
,. 'mrneO l c ' e L ~ SprO!"'l g tc 6 (; mp:-. ir. IU S! 6 . ~ se: almost 
na iv ln; tnt' sra noorC Time o f 15. j: s.e-c , 80 m pr come- u p ir, 
14 . 1 "", ,"steoa of the nonmo i 31.6 sec ana we sow 120 

, ~ . s..,..,charger bolh straight onlo the .ngine and no tv,· 
• ne' MOdification is n.c.uory. Ekinl supplies tho full kit 

including manifold . 

COMPARISON TABLE 
Standord 1800 Sup.,th or9~o 1800 

0-3 t> "'''~ .c.S Itt 3 ." se , 
0-.0 mp h 7.S p , .c.9 •• , 

0 -3 0 moi- 11.8 HC 6." sec 
().6C mp!" .... . 15 .8 .. , 8 .2 se c 

0-7~ mo, 21.0 se , 11. .. I.' 

0·6 C rn :>!" 3 1.. Ie, 1" .1 .. , 

Si A ""'01 '-0 G i MIL! 20.5 HC 15.8 .. , 

10· SPEE ' 93 mph 120 mp~ 

EKINS SUPERCHARGERS 

"- .11 _ani eppeara_ th.,. Is nothing to .... ge, ' 
tho! .... Austin 1.00 is enythi"9 but a nandan! cor. lIu I 

th. perfonnanc. is _thing .1 ... 

mph on the speedo. The stendord 1800 w il ! ,un ou: o' 
93 mph. And _ 'he quarter 5 IeC was carveci o F. m e 
standard time of 20.5 sec 

The difi~ in the cor wes stortling and it was hord to 
believe all th is performance could be had from iuS! f,n ing 
o simple superchorger. And. of course , w it!: mi' new found 
sour~ of power the 1800 became ° much safer co r. Nov.' 
it hod the ex tro power to pu ll it out of tight sp(r,s and that 

e-XfTO urge f:: :- horc corne-ring . Bu~ o !i TTle time- IS was qu ire­
hoWY to pette-r c iong In TOt> pe-or in city pe<n: novr trcff.::: 
w iTt. not tne s ii 9hre$~ hin· or c prores ~ . Ir!f' fu e ; co~uum;:·· 
tion didn ' t sutTer eitner, in ica it remained the some os 
wnen the co r wes stonciord , 26 mpg . 

The $290 was well spent on the superrnorger, there were 
none of tn. problems of f.tt ing hot coms, heads ond mu l. 
tiple cofburet:ors wh ich ore always in need of tuning . The 
Ekins Supercharger just boln stra ight on to the inle' mon i· 
feld , also supplied by Ekins, no other modif,cotions o re 
needed . . 

This is olso helpful wnen the time cames '0 sell the cor 
cr trode It in. The superchorger juS! unbolts ond tne stend· . 
orC corbureno r ond manifold bolt bock, there is no evidence 
of previous modifirofoons as. is the cose w ith heod jobs ond 
ether form ' of holting-up. 

Fu !1 SUDe:o:no r'Ceo· kits ar~ now ava ilable frO"'!": Dc ......... Eic ,r': s 
one ,"CI ';"~ Tne~ supercncrge!', mon iio ic , pul ley!. c~c be ; 7~ 
J.. CC f ou re;-o' 1$ extro OuT in many CDse ~ th~ e Xisting o ne 
is use-:::. 

5vp!"rc r.o·? , ~; is nOfru ng new . I ~ hos be!'r o!'ova r- ove r tn f; 
yeor~ o s o,,~ o. tnt" Sim pi es.t .. eosiPSf one cneopes~ wa ys 0 : 
ImprcY ,n9 tne oeriorrnonce c~ o n eng ine. r igh1 tnrOU9 r,o_" 
tnt re-v ro~ !' Ot1ce- instc lied i~ does nO!' 'e-c ~.w e e nv O r.'e-r·· 

t iC·. o ne t1 i o:t' ~ no uncue $!!'Cln on 'he' e-nc m~ . 5,uDercn c ro~ ' 
k Ul c rt Qvc ilooip to su it a l l popu lar ~CC~: r:"':CfO' C;~ S 
ror furtner de Toii . cvt OUI the coupon belOW one pos, todo y. 

18 Willyoma Ave, Fairlight, N.S.W., 2094. 
969·1785 - A.H, 94·1233 l BARRY EKINS (969-1785) 

SUPERCHARGERS AND TURBOCHARGER S 
11 WILLYAMA AVE ., 

FAIRLIGHT, MANLY. N.S.W . . 2094 . ----------
PLEASE SEND CO!'olPLETl: DETAlLS TO , I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Boh-or. k i t~ now available to suit mOST popular models 
includ ing the BMC ronge, Corolla , Mazda , Peugeot, complete 
Holae r. o nd Fo rd range , . including VB~ . Pri ces f rom $290 
include ; moni f old~, belts and pulieys. Carb ~. rettor is extra . 
No body mod if.cot.om are re::lUired and no engine ba lancmg 
is necessory . For further details post the coupon today . 

I I Name ........ _ .... _._ ........ _ .. ...... - _._ ..... _ ............. . 

I Add,.".. . .........................•.. _ ... _ ................•....... 

I .......................................... ...... ...... _ ............... . 
I Slale ........ ................ P / cod~ ........... _ ... _ .... . 

U''!!:.,. -: . __ " _ ~~ __ _ ...J 
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~ustin 1800 de luxe Mark II (1 ,798 c.c.) 
AUTOCAR ".Jo.Iy 19 61' 

Autocer road test Number 2 
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MAXIMUM SPEEDS 
Geer mph kph rpm 
Top (meln ) 93 150 6.150 

(best) 96 1Ii5 6.300 
3td 78 122 6.850 
2nd 62 84 6.860 
1st 32 62 6.850 

Standing i·mlle 'I.t •• c .7 mph 
StandIng Kilom.tr. 36.8 lee 82 mph 

MOTORWAY CRUISINO 
Error 

(ind. loud.t 70 mph) 78 mph 
Eng in. 

(rpm fi t 70 mph) 3.870 rpm 
(mea n piston speed ) 2.255 It / mon 

~Ufl ' ( mpg It 70 mph) 27.0m~ 
PassIng (60· 70) 11.1 .. ~ 
No, s~ (per cent lilent 

a t 70 mph) 70 per cent 

10.8 11.3 %1.9 14.0 
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FUEL (At constant .peed ......... ~ 

30 mph 3~ 
40 mph 3E 
60 mph 3< 

c~------------------------------------
60 mph 3 1 
70 mph 2: 

T RU E SP: : D MP H 30 6C 
I NDI ~ATE D SPEE r' ~ 6! 
Mileage recorder i.~ per cent ove r ·reecl~; . 

SPEED RANGE. GEAR RATIOS AND TIME 
Top 3re 

mph 
1 0 -3 : 
20·£ : 
3 0 ·50 
40-6C 
50-7 0 
60-S0 

(3.B8) (5.37) 
13.7 S~ 
1i .£ 7.S 
" .t; i.? 
'3 . ~ 9.'. 
15.5 
21.2 

HOW THE CAR COMPARES 
MeJdmum Sp .. d (mph ) 

70 80 

~ tIoC)C . .. .., ...... '" .. 

..-... ~ ... , 

(1·50 mph Inc! 

I 20 

I . ..,..· .... W!)(I • .,. .... " . 

I _ ... _......., • • ~ , 

9C 

Su .. d ing Start (i.mll. (Me) 

I 3t 20 

i .......... I6OC' .. ~ .. w.". .. 

fioooao<tI c.- ••• 7 0 ;)0 ...... 

..-. ... ~ •. , 
--....Or....c L .... 

MPO 0 ..... 1: 

20 
....... -.00 ... " ......... 

,... c.- ••• toOr' .. .., .. 

,.."en 
ford Cor •• lr 1000 d. au •• 

100 

30 

I 
. \ 

l§h 
au 
an 

60 70 
66 78 

IN SECONDS 
Ind 

(7.99 ) 
5.2 
S , 
c.: 

10 
II 

1st 
(11.7&) 
3 .7 

TEST CONDITIONS 

SO 
.6 80 mph 2: 

Typical mpl! . • 27 (10.1 IItrea/100k 
C.leullted(DIN)·mpg . 24.5 (11.5 litre./100k 
Ov.r. li mpg . . 26.9 (10.5 litres/100. 
Gred. of fuel: Super Premium. 5·.tar (min 1 OOR ' 

Oil 
Mil •• per pint (SAE 20W/50) • 

Weather: Cloudy dry. Wind: 5-10 mph. Temperature: 17 deg. C. (63 deo. F.). 
Barometer : 29.65in. Hg. Humidity: 56 per cent. Surfaces: Dry concrete and asphalt. 

WEIGHT 
Kerb weight: 23.0ewt (2.573Ib·1.168kg) (with oil. water and hair-full fuel tank). 
Distribution. per cent : F. 63.9; R. 36.' . Laden as tested: 26.7ewt (2.988Ib·1 .357kg) . 

Test distance 2A32 miles. Figures teken at. 3.S00 miles by our own staff at the 
Motor Industry Research Association proving ground at Nuneaton. 

TURNING CIRCLES 
Belween kerbs : L 37ft Sin. ; R. 39h Oin. 
Between walts : L 39ft Oin.; R. 40ft 71n, 
Steenng wheel turns. lock to locK: ::.:-

V£HTlLATOR 
ADJUSTlR 

ICNITlOP< , 
STARn" 
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AUSTIN 1800 CLUB NE\VSLETTER NOVEMBER 19S~ 

Our last meeting saw mor~ members turnout than at the previous meeting which is good to see. 
We also wdcomed a new member, probably the only 1800 owner in Canberra to have a sun roof: 

Len EASTV\700D 34c Fraser Court, Kingston ACT 2604 Mkll Sedan with sun roof 

Apologies were received from Jim Laity, Tom Malins and Darrell Kildey. 

f\ Did you know there are two types of rear hubs on the 1800s? The Mkl is tapered from the flange 
to the inside bearing end, and the Mkll is paralleL The Mkl type wili not fit a Mkll fitted wit ij 
P BR Drakes as the fiange end of the taper fouls against the parking Drake link-as both Tom 
1,lalins o..nd myself found recent])'. However, the Mkl1 will fi t a :Mkl alright. 

A utomatic owners: Does your transmissioIl clonk noisily when engagin; Drive or Reve:-5e? If 
t he answer is yes first check the .engine idle speed followed by a check of the down-shift tiuott ie 
cable adjustment. If the clonk persists it may be necessary to dismantle and clean the valve 
bodies together with checking the strainer , alloy suction pipe, O-ring and pump at the sam' 
time. However, a likely cause which the workshop manual omits is the possibility that the l<::-g'. 
nm on the output shaft is loose. Access to this can be gained by removing the extension hOUSIn 2 
tspeedometer drive ). Bill Wooe at Morwood Motor3 remarked that it is not uncommon for tnif 
nut to work loose. 

If you did not know already, the front seats of the :Mkl differ from the MklL Apart from be::l£: 
slightly wider the seat base rests on a criss-cross of Pirelli webbing, whereas the Mkll rests or. 

f\ a metal seat pan. After many years the Pirelli webbing perishes and becomes hard and brittie. 
Replacement can be obtained from Clark Rubber for about $2.50 a metre. You will need abou~ 
10ft. or 3mcicre~ (which is tight). You will need 6 pieces cut to Ift9in or 53~m, and 6 pieces 

: cut to Ift5in or 43mm for the two seats . Tile joL of replacement is quite easy and takes about 

~ an hour per seat . 



Bill 'Wheeler pointed out an article in the Canberra Time.5 where the Jaguar Car Club of Canberra 

is h,?sting an all-British day at Weston Park on Sunday, November 6. I rang the Jaguar Car Club 

who have invited us to join in the festivities and they will allocate us an area to display vehicles 
Ctncfto publicize our club. Any members interested in participating in this event and who have 
sUbtcstions please phone me on 82.52G2 as soon _as possible so that I may make arrangements. 

If you liked last month's supercharger article then this month's addition will be equally interesting. 
It is called Austin 1800 Tops the Ton. Fascinating . 

Contributions were gratefully received and our club funds now stand at a little over $34. 

Frank Gifford has suggested we hold our next meeting in Fyshwick at his son's builders yard on 
tlte l\ linor Industrial Area off Gladstone Street , the entry being diagonally opposite Maryborough r-- ) 
St rec .. Chris , Franks son, now owns the yard and he has several disabled 1800's along with a "­
yariety of parts and is open to offers for same. Chris's yard is at the far end of the dirt road 
opp osite AA Sandbla.5ting. It is suggested we meet there at 2pm on Saturday, 12 November. It 
s1 1Ou1d prove to be an interesting meet. See you there. 

r 

I 

Happy Austinning 
lIfic k 

r-- I 
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, o r, those of us wi~h 1 ~oos, the , ~ad, news COllies that it IS / @.-__ --:>. 
,':t.: S 19ner, Alec 1ss1gon1s, has d1.ed l.n England aged 82. ,,/'; ' 7'-
: :.;::; igonis was better known as the father of the Morris Minor ..;' __ ' tJ· ... .. 
,.,d the Mini. Employed by the Nuffield organisation before , // . ' ... ,/ /'l1fJ 

1.<:.: war, he designed the Minor toward the end of the war, ~ . ' /.:--, _'j ' (~}, 
I! • .lch was quite a revolutionary small car for its time. Tbt::! ,;y---..... -.~ o ___ . _ ,./ ' ,. ' '_"/ 

~ l /".i, however, was the result of sheer brilliance in thi.nkiw ~ -:--;_- ~ /" --
.Ld 15sigonis had worked on the concept of a small car with ./~ ... -if ,/ 
, 1 ran~vers~ (Ea~t-we7t l engine and transmissi<:lO which gave ,' .. / ~~~ .,'/1// 
..• J~e lnterlor dlmens10ns and superb road-holdl.ng. The 1100 ; ' . ~ , 
... u I bOO are virtually sca~ed Ul? versions of. the Mini. Most, /"!- " .. / /J / / 

.Jr r n cars really owe thel.r eXlstence to thl.s concept, as : ,~, if) " .. ' / / / 
l Ie rc:: a re few manufacturer 5 whodo not include this arrange- \J I r -.-< , ..... 6\ 

<2 ing one of the greatest car d es igners of all time. I"~ '- ·· - ~ 
". : rated here are some of his sketches of the development / ~~/ 

. 1 lt,l,! 1800 before it was ann u unced in 1964. ./ .ll~}' ''''''.",. 
~~# / ' ~ 
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Mr. AI., lullonll (Idt) with Mr. 
Chulu Griff,n, Chief E .. ,I.,ur, SMe . 
PUleneer CUI, bc.i.Jc one of ttoe farll 
AUHin 1800 Siloonllo l>e ,o,lIpl~tcil . " - .. _-_. __ . __ ._---- ... - ... 
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In Il,hicl. a little bit of tickle goes a long way 

AUSTIl\T 1800 
,,-:T:: ~h , reiease of .every ne.v,· 

m ;:,c· c :> r: .~: yet a:-.otner glint In 

t:J: e:': t:-. -: ho~-u ;. experts. 
\\'be'~" : J ':~ : <- rr.ile hebe job or a 
1::11 r.:" ":' 5 (- cc~ ,, ·· .. t':S lO!"J ~· ltn fue l in ... 
H; ;: : ::: :c 0: s \: percllarger t h ere is in­
CVl ta ~ . : - !o:neO! l '': trYlIi f: for mor€ 
perf c :rr. c. :-, c ~ ~. l ·:,rt: ofLer. it is the 
undt:n Q\: r : ~ n£ :: o\'erv,~ ;!1h: hack 
th o;: t :-:t I::-.pon ec poor man 's G~. 

5 0n't sc a a~, le!'lc themseives to 
tun :r., - notebiy the Mini and 
COTlIno - bu: others are better 
leI: a ic :;t T h u , to anyone In his 
rIg!;: rr.:nc" a:. Austin 1800 is a 
roo::'. :· co::-. l o: : abie fam Il y sedan 
!na : : ;.~ ,: t' I> rebSonable 1'Is: of ful­
flli ::l f lt ~ oeslgnee purpose. To Syd­
ne~ en t:: u ~ las : ,lohn TIckle the 1800 
was a chalieng ~ as a project hot·up. 

r-; 0 "" , V,' f re nOL saYing that John 
Tlckir i~ out 0: h IS mind : only tha t 
\4'! ~ er. W f hearc of th(- "T1ckled 
18X" a~ we ciu t;::,~d It the thought 
of th;~ tioat:pr loungtroom gOinS 

really quick ly 1I,'a5 a bi: hard to 
swallow. So after fo llOWIng throu~h 
the hot-up we set o~ to the test 
striP fu Ji y prepared to sa y, "Well, 
M: Tick le . Vo-e to ic you so : .... ustin 
l aODs jus: dan' , go qUlckl; ." 

As the mobile loungeroom hurtled 
throu!!!'. the flying quarter mile for 
yu a no,ner timed aVfra~~ of 104 
mph (repea t 104 mph ). ""e snuck or. 
""I,h our tails between our 1c!g5. To 
push th~ considerable frontal area 
of an 1800 along anothe: 20 mph 
qU ICKer than the standard car took 
no small amount of blood.. sweat and 
tear~ - anc brass. So this is ",'hat 
maKes a 104 mph Austin 18C0 Tick.· le, 
H you 'll pardon the expression. 

Behind the project is stat!' friend 
and BMC salesman-racing identity 
Ron Haylen, who consistently dom­
Inated the . 1100 cc class v,'ith hl.s 
Mlnl.Cooper a season or so back. It 
~as a poLenual Mmi·Coope: S buyer 
that was persuaded Into a n Austin 

1800 when Joh .. TIckle sou.n: Hs~'­
len 's vlew~ on ~ gO:Jd tour:::; ca: . 

Now ""1"1: a gree the 18C' :' is a t 
homf' on th~ oper. roac I a s or: our 
S ydDey·Pe rth -Sydney r ur: ' out n o 
ball o! f:r~ awa y from th~ lights , 
so Hayier.'s ldel> was in \'fs~ in the 
lSGO !c: arounc the SR:l :e coin . E. ~ 
a!"l S . keep It unti: warrar. : y expirec\ . 
then . t",'eak It tor more open road 
go, even to S sLhndard. So the goal 
was set. In techmcal terms the aim 
was 100 mph a n d a stand!:)!; quarte: 
mUe under 18.0 se: , 

So EGU-990 started a r: innocen: 
hfe in t h e hands of Re gula r Army 
man John Tickle but destIned. for 
100 mph. All ""as well to 7000 miles 
~hen the clutch gave v .. ay, This 
was purely a warranty job but as 
the advantage of a heaVier clutch 
for the ca:'s Inten ded performance 
'II\'as obvious. so n competition uni t 
was fitted with the small cost differ. 
ence met by Tickle . At the same 

I 

.:. 
; 

, 
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In rvhich a little bit of tickle goes 'a long way 

AUSTIN 1800 
WITH the release of every new 

model comes yet another glint In 
the eye of the . hot-up experts. 
Whether just a mild head job or a 
full house conversion with fuel In­
jection or supercharger there Is In­
evitably comeone trying for more 
performance. More often It Is the 
undernourished, overweight hack 
than the imported poor man's QT. 
Some sedans lend themselves to 
tuning - notably the Mini and 
Cortina - but others are better 
left alone. Thus to anyone In his 
right mind an Austin 1800 Ia a 
roomy, comfortable family sedan 
that make~ a reasonable fist of ful­
filling its deSigned purpose. To Syd­
ney enthusiast John TIckle the i800 
was a challenge as a. project hot-up. 

Now, we're hot saying that John 
Tickle Is out of his mind; only that 
when we heard of the "Tickled 
1800" as we dubbed It lhe thought 
of this noatlng lounge room going 
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really quickly was a bit hard to 
swallow. So after following through 
the hot-up we set off to the test 
strip fully prepared to say. "Well, 
Mr Tickle, we told you so; Austin 
1800s just don't go quickly." 

As the mobile loungeroom hurtled 
through the tlylng quarter mile for 
yet another timed average of 104 
mph (repeat 104 mph), we snuck ot! 
with our tails between our l<!gs. To 
push the considerable frontal area. 
of an 1800 along another 20 mph 
quicker .than the standard car took 
no small amount of blood, sweat and 
tears - and brass. So this is what 
makes a 104 mph Austin 1800 Tick-Ie, 
I! you'll pardon the expression. 

Behind lhe project Is stat! friend 
and BMC lialesman-raclng Identity 
Ron Hayhin, who consistently dom­
Inated the 1100 cc class with his 
Mini-Cooper a. season or so back. It 
was a potential MIni-Cooper S buyer 
that was persuaded into an Austin 

1800 when John TIckle sought Hay­
len's views on a good touring car. 

Now we'll agree the 1800 Is at 
home on the open road (as on our 
Sydney-Perth-Sydney run) but no 
ball of fire away from the lights, 
so Haylen's idea was Invest in the 
1800 fer around the SRme coin . as 
an S, keep it until warranty expired, 
then tweak it for more open road 
go, even to S standard. So the goal 
was set. In technical terms the aim 
was 100 mph and a standing quarter 
mile under 18.0 sec. 

So EQU-990 started an Innocent 
life In the hands of Regular Army 
man John Tickle but destined for 
100 mph. All was well to 7000 miles 
when the clutch gave way. This 
was purely a. warranty ' job but as 
the a.dvantage of a. heavier clutch 
for the car's intended performance 
was obvious, so a competition unit 
was titted with the small cost differ. 
"nee met by TIckle. At the same 
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On the c1vno at SvdneI/' Toum and 
CC7ImtrJ,' garage ; ,eccm4 J)CIrt 01 
mocUjlcatio11l added 26 bhp at /TOnt 
whew - and thil i.t Svdnq. mo!t 
coruervative (Jar that , read reliable) 
dvnamometer , It '! a Clavton, , 
Under the bonnet i.t all good-looking 
gear, 0 bit complicated unth all the 
utro plumbing but quite 1mpre33ive 
nonetheles!, New manifolding lIt$ 1n 
well, and lieu need onlv one extra 
carbie to move thil block 01 flats , 

The Tic¥:led Austin 1800 head after 
Ken Wiggin! had worked hIJ magtc, 
Wtgg1l1s doe! most oj the Toeing 
head! on .Minis, a! well fU compre­
henri!-I: balancing and building-up 
work on clot 01 other make$, 

tim " & "'2~r.: ::" r.: ground by Sydney 
exper; , McG~~ Cams. 11.'&5 Installed, 
&gal r , \>.'I !L 6 \'Ie\\' to the future , 
Apa n ! ro- ' t n e ~" mods, nev: wheel 
beannp a : ,~ en.:" e mountmgs, the 
180;, rec~ :\ ~~ nc specia: attention 
ot.h p ~ ~: : >..' :eguler ~er\'icm~ until 
11.00,' ~. i . c;;.:n e up. After th~ cam 
and nt " :: :u tch were installed the 
wheel rlm~ were taken out to Sl in. 
and htted wit h Dunlop 175-13 SPJ 
tyres . I n thIS C'o:1dl t lo r. ""C tested 
-the car Ic: lu :e: comparison, Top 
speed wa~ 8D mpi', " ' I: t. a !>t.andll1~ 

quarter m lit· co:n , ' , u p ir. 19,9 sec , 
0-50 mph in 11.3 Sl" and 0-60 mph 
In 16,1 sec , Th~ ca r wa.- then trund­
led up to To":n and Collr.!fY Garage 
at Linda Avenue , Hornl.oy, ""here 
John Schroder, guardIan and tuninl! 
expert for Paul Bolton 's 2 ,~-lltre 

Repco-Brabh-am, ran tht 1800 on & 
Clayton dynamometer, Best readmg 
showed 54 bhp at the car's front 
\\'het>l£ runnm~ on 90 mph. 

By JA~IES L-\r.\"'G-PEACH 

Come 11 ,000 miles G;'Q the rea i 
work bepn. Workiq' In ' of! time , 
Tickle pulled down the eniine ar.C: 
packed the b lock o f! to Re-Bore; 
Pty Ltd at Woolloomoo!oo ",'here i~ 

1I.'ao chemlcal1y cleaned and the 
cyiincers honed. Then the b ig: build­
up s~"ned, Here Ron Haylen came in 
agAin . Havmg prepared hIS own rae­
ipg engines, Haylen has a fair iciea 
how BMC mills go together , A 
complete nev.' set of rings and bear­
ings was Installed, both BMC parts 
as the standard bearings can SWlnc 
the extra s~;a i n, &n C the 'olock wa~ 
painted ""Ith a blue Hammenex 
tlnish ".'hicn looks \,ery ~ood and 
not unlike DMC's ongmal engme 
paint, The head ""as sent to Ken 
Wiggins, one or the very bes: In 

BMC gas flo"" desl~n . who shaped 
it to the same path as aT, !11GB 
"hot head", A Lynx man!!c\c was 
tltted to take twm li:n SUs, ",'hich, 
are standard Slz.e , mhk:n[: It neees-

sary to buy cr.! ~ ::n : Ex:r e:. lr..s:ru­
ment. The POT:'; ' .,.e rt opt:1ec. up 
and p olishe:i, the r. ,d: ~:,e b:ts ",'ent 
ban; t o ROT, H aY:e : , ':.' sc'e '" back 
tOiethe: 
Meanw:-~: : ~ b;..c': b: 6~ Beresford 

ReaC: , Chullcr", J:::1 0",:i ;:;::;;s was 
expenmenting w:t ; . C:l:: 0::':, of p:pp 
to se~ up the bes t pos5io)e Racp­
m3.ster extractor exhaust. Th!' Tesult 
delivered a Jot mOTe horses Iron: tb~ 
1600 ccs , if a bit more lo",-: ij , Witi': 
the heae in plan comp:-c5slO:', was 
worked ou t at 9 tc- 1 and MG ? vaIn 
sprmgs look care c~ extrG ~prr .. The 
engine had beer. balancec ""her. 
taken down ori!ZinE<lIy for instsllir.,; 
the competition clutch and cam. 
To take care or the excltln~ burb le 
trom Gwilliams li in, diameter ex · 
haust , a Vr.lIar.t Lukey ID':f'f,C:- was 
serp\':ed m . 

(Continued. 0 " P""C 78 " 
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PROTECT YOUR HEADLIGHTS 
FROM FLYING STONES 

only genuine "LlGHTGUARD" is 

• CHROMIUM-PLATED ON BRASS 

• IMPROVES HEADLIGHT APPEARANCE 

• UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 

• FIT IT YOURSELF • A PERFECT FIT 

• RANGE FOR ALL MODEL CARS 

C INSIST, ON ·GENUINE~··LlGHTGUAR,"-~ 

Crypton 
Clammeters 

Miniature induction .mmeters that show the 
value of the current tIOWina in a D.C. circuit by 
merely ctampina the meter to the cable. No 
connection needed no disturbance to existina 
wirina required. simple. foolproof. AVlIilable in 
three models rated 40. SOO and 1.500 amps. 

CRYPTON (A/ASIA) PTY. LTD. 

AUSTIN 1800 TOPS THE TON 
(Contmued from pape 43 J 

Much of the added urge could be directly attributed 
to the exhausL as a lo~ of fiddling went Into setting 
up the right vacuums. About the only Items not 
changed were the spark plugs. A longer reach plug 
could not be used because of the .060 in. head shave. 

80 with all this ge:!r in place it began to look 
possible that this 1800 " .. auld in fact. go. About the 
only other major change was done to the running 
gear before the car was taken up for a 5econd visit 
to Town and Country for final tuning and to check 
"\I.·hat sort of real horsepower then' was. To keep the 
widened whecls on the road, the Hydrolastlc suspen­
sion fluid "\I.·as changed over to the Cooper 8 compe­
tition flUid and pumped to greater stl!!ness. Ali witi: 
any Austm 1800. constant hard dnvm" causes slack­
n(,S5 in the g'!ar lever linkage cabies . ""hich were 
replaced. To complete the picture a tachomete~. 

quartz iodine drivmg lamp and steeTlng wheel cove: 
were added and the car headed for Town 2nd Country 
for <final sortmg out and tuning before we lift it 
against the cioek. With a bit of fiddling the needle 
ran up to a fantastic 80 bhp at the front wheels with 
the speedo on PO mph (5500 rpm Rpprox I . 

Down v.ith the bonnet and time to go Cooper-hunt­
ing. But. with stop ""atch in hand the real test was yet 
to come - ~o out to our test strip. To an observer 
in a Morris llOOS being tested the same day, the 
Tickled 1800 didr:'t appear to approach the strip 
particularly quickly. But as the 1800 came closer the 
observer ""as seen to make quick movement, put hls 
hand, over his .eyes then d!\'e ur:der the back seat. 
H'? 'was heard to starr.me: ja te : tt:a: !"Ie t.nought L>; t: 

li~tle llOO had been suckec! clear across t.n e road tram 
the 1800's slipstream. He wasn't far wrong. for the 
slipstream behind a block of fiats moving at a two­
way average of 101 mph is somethihg for the mind to 
ponder. 

Back on the quarter and Tickle scre""ed it up for 
the big assault. As the comp clutch bit and the SP3s 
cla",'ed at the bitumen. a loud noise ""as detected In 
the engine compartment. But not to worry' On to a 
quarter time of 17.9 sec. Not bad, but try as we could 
this time could not be touched or equalled again. At 
the end of the runs a peek under the bonnet showed 
the carburettor tubes ",ell closed up causing starvation 
afte~ continulOl bashing against the firewall. As the 
engine mounts had just been renewed there v .. as 
5COpe for a good stabiliser bar to hold down the torque 
on take-of!. 

The full comparative figures are shown on page 80. 
But the goa! had been attained. Well over the ton and 
a consistent 16.0 second quarter. We then '1ricked the 
balloon a.rld asked the obn ous - what did IL a ll cos~? 
So vee ca:n~ up ""ith thIS list which im:luc:ed every­
Ulin6 to make your 1800 do the ton - excep~ the 
labor of screwing it all together. 
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On your travels through 
Australia, whether touring 
or commuting. always 
remember that a casually­
thrown Cigarette or a live 
match or a careless 
picniC fire can cause 
devastation costing 
millions of dollars and 
ruining many people's 
very lives. Just remember 
one thought; car makers 
don't build ashtrays Into 
their cars lust so you can 
have somewhere to /(tep 
your small chan, •• 
Use the .. htRy-not · 
the window. 

\i 

~E·~!:~·~~r~~ 
. ~-. .;.~-- : .. '~" 
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AUSTINTASHUS 

THE AUSTIN ISOO 

Number 7 AUSTIN 1800 CLUB NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 1988 

Summer is here again and our last meet at Fyshwick was fairly warm to say the least. Unfor­
tunatel y the same old faces turned up of which I would like to say more about later. Apologies 
were received from Tom Bray who had to go to Bathurst. Our club saw a new face who wished 
to become a member: 

Mick OATES 31 Attiwell Circuit, Kambah ACT 2902 319 387 MkI Sedan 

On Sunday, 6 l\ ovember, our club participated for the first time in the All Briti .. h Day at Weston 
Park. Bill \YheeJer showed off his genuine English model with Len Eastwood and I ciisplaying our 
~\1kII's. GIlt: of the cars was displayed with all doors open and the lay~back seats down camper­
style an d th~ boot open. Jonathon Gifford arrived later with his completely restored Mkl Utr. 
on which he has done a magnificent job. Needless to say all cars attracted average interest in 
which folks commented on the spaciousness and comfort of the 1800. Next year we must make a 
concerted effort and steal some limelight from the Morris Minor and MG Car Clubs. What say 
you ? 

) 

During the past month Pat Farrell, Library Officer for the A u .. tin A/otor Vehicle Club of Victoria, 
phoned me. We had a very interesting talk and I learned there is a strong 1800 contingent. in 
their club. Pat tells me he has seven, including a Kimberley. He informed me he-has just about 
all the li t erat.ure ever printed on 1800 's and promised to photocopy some of it for our club. True 
to his word a large envelope arrived soon afterwards full ~ fascinating details. Amongst this 
literature was details of both Austin and Morris 1800's, the \Volesley 18/85, the 1800S and the 
Mklll. How many of you knew BMC put out a third model? Also included are reports on various 
rallies t.he 1800 took part in including the London to Sydney marathon - an 1800 came second. 
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In addition to this a: large envelope arrived £r~m the Queen.sland A u.stin :Motor Vehicle Club; Nairn 
Hindhaugh, the club's editor, sent some photocopies of original bro~hures on the Austin/Morris 
1800's and the Mkln. He also included a donation of $10 and his best Wishes for our club. I have 

. made up folders with this information display!!d in clear plastic sheets and they are available to 
~ members for their perusal. 

' . 
• 

r 
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Our sincere thanks go out to both Pat Farrell .and Nairn Hindhaugh for showing 'such an interest 
in our club. - , 
Now that summer has arrived I think this month's technical topic should include the co~iing 
system. Most of us, I think, would flush out the cooling system at least once a year whi~h 
involves disconnecting the radiator hoses, flushing and back-fiushing the radiator, but I wonder 
how many members flush out the engine block and, more to the point, know a plug exists for ~t,is 
very purpose. It is situated directly beneath the oil pressure switch adjacent to the distrir Jr. 
In all the 1800's I have owned I have found this plug neglected in every case. In most instances, 
upon removal of this plug, sludge will be found behind it and has to be cleared using a length 
of soft wire and poking up and around the angled passage~ay inside. This usually works and 
it's surprising how long it takes for clear water to flow from this ouUet. In extreme cases when 
the passageways cannot be cleared it will be necessary to -connect everything else up leaving the 
block plug out and running the engine until the pressure builds up , forcing the buildup of sludge 
ou t . Take care to do this in a safe area and to stand clear of the out iet. 

Flushing the block can ~ake a critical difference on a hot day and will prevent any overheating 
problems as has been proven time and again driving 1800's for many years in North Queensland. 

Tom Malins contributed $5 to the club and our current balance now stands at $33. Correspon:­
dence was received from Sydney and Adelaide from folk who have expressed interest in the club 
via our advertisement in Unique Car.s. I replied to their letters and included copies of the 1800 
booklet. 

r 
The front section of the exhaust system on Don Thomas' MkII was leaking and Don was ak._,; to 
get a new section of flexible pipe AND - get it welded too for $40. This is excellent value and 
it can be obtained from Powerto:1e Ezhau3t Centre at 5 Collie Street, Fyshwick (telephone 80 
5570 ). 

Next month being Christmas those of us at the last meeting suggested holding the December 
meeting at 'Veston Park in the form of a BBQ with members supplying their own drink and 
tucker. Because of our poor turnout of late I would urge as many folk as possible attend so we 
can discuss an alternative day of the month to meet, and to seek a Guide or Scout Hallor 'sijIDlar 
to hire for an evening. See you at the BBQ on SUNDAY, 11 DECEMBER, from }pm 
onwards at or near where the All Briti.sh Day was staged. Please be there. ; 

Remember, you're riding 1st Class 

!fick 
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