
FROM NOBLE BREEDING COMES A ..• 

. . . at least that's the image BLMC is drumming up for its new six-pot Austins, the 
Kimberley and Tasman. How do they rate? Mel Nichols tells the story. 

REMEMBER the "Mustang-bred" 
campaign that Ford used effectively 
to give its pony car image to its 
bread-and-bu tter Falcon? 

There was hardly anything more 
desirable to the masses than a 
Mustang, and Ford cashed in big on a 
ready-made and spectacularly suc
cessful image. 

British Leyland is now following 
an identical line : "From the builders 
of Rover, Daimler and Jaguar come 
the brilliant Austin X6s, the 
Kimberley and Tasman ... " 

The emphasis is squarely on 
luxury, performance, safety and 
quality - a hint of something a cut 
above the rest - and it's a wise move 
for BLMC because the X6 goes into a 
section of the market where there's 
room only for a car with a definite 
image. 

The Kimberley and Tasman are 
not merely replacements for the 
1800. They're aimed right at the 
family man with maybe a drop or 
two of enthusiast blood in his veins, 
who wants the prestige/luxury/ 
performance bit but can't afford a 
Rover, Daimler or Jag (or Mercedes, 
Alfa, Triumph, etc). 

At $2888 for the Kimberley and 
$2598 for the Tasman, BLMC hopes 
to sell 17,500 X6s this year (Austin 
1800 sales were about 12,000 a 
year), snatching sales from Holden 
and Torana, Falcon, Valiant, Toyota 
and Datsun Sixes, and gutsier fours 
like the Mazda 1800. 

Comfort is definitely the car's 
forte - knowing that this was the 
1800's strong point, BLMC ordered 
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the designers to keep interior 
dimensions and plushness exactly 
the same in the new cars. 

Although the dimensions are the 
same, the X6s appear to be smaller 
inside, mainly because the dash
board is bulkier than the 1800's and 
it protrudes more into the cabin. But 
this is good, because it gives 
passengers a cosier, more secure 
feeling without reducing useful 
room. 

Newsflash: 
British Leyland engineers are 
developing power steering for 
the new Austin X6s. 
It will almost certainly be offered as 
an option from February. 
This is the first time British Leyland 
has offered power steering on its 
cars. 

Our test car was a top-of-the-line 
Kimberley: white with red trim. The 
trim and seat style is different from 
the 1800, but it looks good, and you 
do get an immediate impression of 
luxury. 

After a 300-mile trip we found 
the front buckets aren't as com
fortable as the old 1800 seats but 
they're still far better than average. 

We also spent several hours in the 
rear seat as the car snaked over 80 
miles of twisting, pitching dirt roads 
in the southern NSW ranges. Despite 
the dirt, we were cracking along at 
60 mph and the ride was one of the 
best and most comfortable we've 
experienced as rear passengers. 

The feeling is total relaxation: 

~",. ... 

~. ~ .. ( '. 

perfect insulation from the road 
conditions, plenty of room to sprawl 
into whichever position you like 
while still held securely by the rear 
seat belts and supported by arm rests 
both on the doors and in the centre 
of the seat. 

The ride, particularly in the rear, 
is better than the 1800's because of 
the redesigned suspension. The 
hydrolastic valves have been changed 
(mainly to stop the rear drooping so 
much when the boot's full) and there 
are new rubber helper springs that 
improve the damping. 

Even on badly torn dirt, there's 
very little bump sensation. In these 
conditions t he only point we'd 
complain about is occasional pro
nounced front·end thump as the 
heavy nose pounds over particularly 
rugged sections. Hard-pushed in 
heavily-gravelled corners the car 
ploughs ahead in understeer -
despite heavy wheel correction. 

There's also fairly strong feed
back on the wheel that becomes 
unpleasant in badly corrugated 
sections. 

The overall impression on dirt 
roads (ours were probably as nasty as 

Kimberley gets super-strong quad 
headlights, impressIVe frontal treat
ment, more dress-up gear than 
base-model Tasman. 

Little brother Tasman: only two 
headlights, less chrome, only one 
SU carbie. Note wide stance. 
Clearance is 1!h inches better than 
old 1800. 





you'd find) is still one of safety, 
extremely good passenger comfort, 
driving ease and adequate perform
ance that allows back-country 
touring speeds impossible in many 
family cars of similar size. It is a car 
well worth country residents' and 
travellers' consideration. 

The X6 has incredible body 
rigidity and this helps its rough road 
ability - quite apart from the 
associated safety factors. With 
14,000 lb/ft per torsional degree 
strength in the cabin section, this 
body is claimed to be the strongest in 
the world. 

BLMC also claims crumple rates 
front and rear, belts all-round, safety 

14 WHEELS, February, 1971 

steering column and other anti
injury measures. This torsional 
strength makes the car one of the 
safest on our roads, with the side 
benefits of reduced noise, better 
stability, reduced risk of door 
chatter and body fatigue. 

Take the X6 on to fast highways 
and you find tha"t these points 
(comfort, handling, ride, driver ease) 
all contribute greatly to a very good 
long range family touring car. 

Delightfully progressive and 
efficient power disc/drum brakes, 
rack and pinion steering, excellent 
vision (no quarter vents), radial tyres 
and impressive torque curve com
plete the car's touring capabilities. 

We scooted the Kimberley 300 
miles in 5% non-stop and tireless 
hours. The further we went, the 
more impressed we were . 

But our first impression behind 
the wheel weren't so clear cut. The 
car initially imparts a feeling of 
confusion in the driver's mind: you 
look down over the stubby, wide 
bonnet and get an impression of 
front-end heaviness. You know 
there's really quite a small motor to 
move it - the chattery noise from 
the OHC boosts that impression. 
And the dead, heavy steering only 
adds to the feeling of huge frontal 
weight, making you think that the 
car is ponderous and stodgy. 



This is totally incorrect and your 
under-estimation of the car's per
formance lasts only until you get 
that little 227 cc OHC six cracking 
and discover that it punches the X6 
along damned well. 

The motor was developed from 
the 1500 OHC four-cylinder engine, 
and designed and built entirely in 
Australia, spearheading the concept 
of the X6 as an Australian car owing 
lit tle to Mother England. 

The compression ratio is 8.6 to 1, 
with the Kimberley getting twin 
~ in .SUs for 11 5 bhp at 5500 rpm 
and 118Ib/ft of torque at 3500 rpm. 
The Tasman, with only one SU, 
punches out almost as much wallop: 

102 bhp at 5500 rpm and 116 lb/ft 
of torque at 3500 rpm. Performance 
of both cars is naturally very close. 

Dropping the six-pot east-west 
into the X6 meant that BLMC had to 
develop a special cooling system. 
The engineers went for an elec
trically-driven fan mounted behind 
the radiator. A thermostat in the top 
tank of the radiator cuts the fan in at 
205 degrees Fahrenheit and out 
when it drops back to 195 degrees. 

This system means super effi
cient cooling in the most extreme 
climate plus a saving of at least a 
bhp and a significant cut in engine 
noise. 

(Continued on page 76) 

Austin Kimberley shows its .neat 
styling above Sydney's Cahill Ex
pressway. Body was designed in 
England to B-L Australia's specifi
cations. 

Above far left: New car's X6 
badge . .. what did happen to the 
"J" in the middle? Like rest of 
styling, boot treatment is good, 
functional. 

Below far left: Kimberley's luxury
image cabin. Steering lock is stan
dard. Aerof/ow ventilation works 
very well, but is not adequately 
filtered, letting dust and small gravel 
pelt into driver's face in dusty areas. 
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POOR MAN'S XJ6 
(Continued from page 15) 

On the road, the X6 is no rocket: but the motor 
does its job well, pulling smoothly and strongly. 

Our test car was poorly tuned so the acceleration 
figures don't do the range credit. We clocked quarters 
of 19.3 seconds and 0-60 mph times of 13.9. We'd be 
surprised if a car properly tuned wouldn't smite the 
quarter in low 18s and zip to 60 in close to 12 
seconds. Gears run out to 31 mph, 49 and 73 with a 
top (on the test car) of 95.5, so the car is rarely left 
gasping. Figures don't tell the full story -
performance on the road is good. 

.Thanks to the smooth torque curve, the X6 lugs 
SWiftly and strongly right up to 95 mph, even in hilly 
country, where the 1800 fagged out. 

Cruising at 80-85 mph is a natural lope for the car
and effortless for the driver. There's still oddles of 
reserve squirt for powering smoothly out of bends and 
forging up hills. 

At these speeds the X6's handling is nimble. We'd 
expected noticeable understeer, but there's none to 
spea~ of. If you are coming into tight bends a little late, 
a qUick back·off, a dab on the power discs and the front 
dives in to just the right line . 

The test car's fuel economy was unimpressive: we 
averaged 18.76 mpg, with 20 mpg cruising. A better 
tuned car should do much better than this. 

It's a pity the dul\-feeling of the steering doesn't 
fade with speed. And although pace does decrease the 
weight considerably, you could never say the steering 
was light. 

BLMC is wel\ aware of this fact. That 's why power 
steering is well on the way at the Zetland plant. It is 
among the top projects there, so expect to see power 

Tasman on the line. East·west ORC six fits neatly into 
engine bay. Rack·and-pinion steering has dead feel. 
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offered as an option on X6s from February. This 
development is in line with BLMC's plan to increase 
the present X6's east-west engine to a slightly larger 
capacity for the 1972 models. 

If the power steering works as well as the power 
disc/drum brakes (standard on both Tasman and 
Kimberley) it will be popular with X6 buyers. 

The brakes are superb, particularly for fast touring 
work. They pull the car up progressively and cleanly 
and the smoothness wi th which they toss off mph is 
another reason the car is so good as a family tourer. 

BLMC claims the driving controls and instruments 
are planned and placed for optimum efficiency but we 
have several complaints about them. 

The driver's comfort is spoiled by his bucket seat
not enough lateral support and placed too far to the 
right of the steering wheel and pedals, which are offset 
towards the centre of the car (the left·hand edge of the 
seat is directly below the left-hand edge of the wheel, 
but the right-hand edge of the seat protrudes four 
inches past the seat's right-hand edge). 

This is annoying in left-hand corners because 
G·forces shove the driver out towards the door and he 
has to reach back to the left for the wheel. This 
reduces wheel control. 

Better lateral support on the seat or better 
pedal/seat alignment would fix it. Some drivers would 
also criticise the offset pedals. The only time they 
annoyed us was during sustained braking, when it was 
tiring to have the right leg often cocked over to the 
left. 

The wiper and washer tumbler switches are also a 
little awkward to reach: they're hidden behind the 
right-hand edge of the wheel and take a lot of 
familiarisation. 

Otherwise, the instrument panel/dashboard con
trols are good. The hand-brake is thoughtfully placed 
on the floor at the right hand side of the driver's seat. 

But the gearchange is terrible. The centre· floor 



TECHNICAL DETAILS 
ACCELERATION !through gears): 
0·30 mph 
0·40 mph · .4.6 sec 

· .7.1 sec 

MAKE . . . . . .... " " .Austin X6 
MODEL. . . . • ... " " Kimberley 

0·50 mph 
0·60 mph 
0·70 mph 

· . 10 sec 
.13.9 sec 
.19.2 sec BODY TYPE . . . . . " . 4.door sedan 

PRICE ..... . .. ' ... . . . . . . $2888 (Tasman 52598) 20-40 mph ... .. . . . 
2nd gear 3rd gear 4th gear 

7.5 sec 
7.9 sec 
8.8 sec 
8.0 sec 

OPTIONS . . . . . . PIB radio, racing mirror, radial tyres 
COLOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Whitelred trim 

30-50 mph .. ... . . . 
40-60 mph .. ..... . 

3.7 sec 4.8 sec 
3.7 sec 5.2 sec 

5.8 sec 
MILEAGE START ...... . .. 1890 
MILEAGE FINISH . . . 2260 

50-70 mph .. .... . . 

WEIGHT . ..... . ...... 25491b STANDING QUARTER MILE 
Fastest ru n . ... 

FUEL CONSUMPTION 
Overall 

Average of all runs 

Cruising . . . . . .. . 18.76 mpg 
.. 20 mpg 

BRAKING 
From 30 mph to 0 
From 60 mph to 0 

. 19.3 sec 

. 19.3 sec 

.... .. . .. ... . .. 

. . . . . . . . , . . . . . . TEST CONDITIONS 
Weather 
Load . . 
Surface 
Fuel .. 

light wind, overcast 
. 2 persons 

. hot mi x 
. premium 

ENGINE; 
Cylinders 
Bore and stroke 
Cubic capacity . 
Compression ratio 
Valves .... 
Carburettors 

SPECIFICATIONS 

.1.8 sec 

.3.5 sec 

....... . ...... . . six, in line 
3 in . x 3.2 in . (76.3 mm x 81 .3 mm) 

.2227 cc (135.9 cu in.) 
SPEEDOMETER ERROR (mph) 
Indicated ....... 30 40 
Actual ..... . ... 27.2 35.9 

50 60 70 80 
45.4 54.5 63.9 72.6 

PERFORMANCE 
Piston speed at max bhp " 2933 ft/min (857.5 m/min) 
Top gear mph per 1000 rpm · ...... . . 16.9 (27.2 kmh) 
Engine rpm at max speed ......... ' . . ..... 5650 
Lbs (Jaden) per gross bhp (power·to·weight) .. 21 .2 (9.6 kg) 

MAXIMUM SPEEDS 
Fastest run (153.7) 95.5 mph 
Average of all runs ...... . 
Speedometer indication, fastest run 

(153.7) 95.5 mph 
.(168.9) 105 mph 

IN GEARS: 

1st . . ... . .. .... .. ... .. . .. . . . ... 31 (49.9) 
2nd .... .. ... " .... . ...... 49 (78.8) 
3rd ······· · · . ...•. . . 73 (117 .5)4th 95.5 (153.7) 
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V,ST 31 TOP SPEED 
MP.H. 95.5 MPH 

ACCELERATION THROUGH 
GEARS WITH CHANGE 

POINTS 

10 15 20 25 30 35 40 

~ELAPSEo TIME IN SECONDS 

Fuel pump . 
Oil filter ... 
Power at rpm 
Torque at rpm 

TRANSMISSION 
Type ... . ... . 
Clutch ... . .. . 
Gear lever location . 
RATIOS : 
1st ...... .. . . . .. . . .. . 
2nd ... . .... . .... . • . .. 
3rd .. . . " .. . .. . ..... . 
4th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Final drive . .. . ... .. .. . . . 

· .. . . . .... 8.6 : 1 
· .. . .... overhe"rl 

. t win SU HS6 1 ¥.. in. 
· .. .. .. mechanical 
· ... . ... .full flow 

.115 bhp @ 5500 (102 @ 5500) 
118 Iblft @ 3500 (116 @ 3500) 

(16.3 kg / m·16 kg/m) 

4·speed manual, all-syncro 
..... . spd 

Direct 
3.319 
2.063 
1.388 
1.00 
4.18:1 

. centre floor 
Overall 
13.783 
8.627 
5.794 
4.187 

CHASSIS and RUNNING GEAR 

Construction .. . .. . . . .... .. ....... . . unitary 
Suspension front ........... . . . unequal length arms 
Suspension reartrailing arms, all fully independent, hydrolastic 
Shock absorbers . sealed hydrolastic system 
Steering type . . .... . rack and pinion 
Tumslrol '. " ... . .. " ' " .3B 
Turning circle . LlH 39 ft 11 in . (12.4 m) 

Brakes type 
Dimensions 

Friction area 

DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase . 
Track front 
Track rear 
Length 
Height . . 
Width . . 
Fuel tank capacity 

TYRES 
Size ' . 
Pressures . ... 
Make on test car 

GROUND CLEARANCE 

RI H 38 ft 10 in. (12.35 m) 
. . .. disc front/drum rear 
.discs 10.5 in . (266.7 mm) 

drums 9 in. (228.6 mm) 
. .. .. . . . 213 sq in . 

108 1/8 in. (274.7 cm) 
. .. 56% in. (144 cm) 
. . . 55% in. (141 cm) 

. 14 ft 6.6 in. (443.4 cm) 
· 4 ft 9.3 in . (145.4 cm) 
· .. 5 ft 6.6 in. (169 cm) 
· 10.25 galls (46.6 litres) 

.. .... . ... . ... . 165.14 

. . . . . . . 28 Ib front, 22 Ib rear 

.Goodyear Power CUshion radials 

Registered . . . .. . . . .. 6.25 in. (15.87 cm) 



stick is well placed and is the right length, but it is 
rattley, hard to shift and frustrating. Quick shifts are 
just about out of the question. Going back to third is 
fair, but flipping back to second for a tight corner or 
to catch traffic lights is hard-work. You just c~n 't 
make the change swiftly, and even to do it slowly 
means you've got to grab the stick, wrench it through 
the gate and shove it hard into second. It is the one 
poin~ that spoils the car for drivers, and warrants a 
re-thlnk by BLMC . 

The automatic, with a three-speed floor T-bar 
shifter in a centre console, is good. 

One of the main factors in the development of the 
X6 was that it should have a good boot - a major 
downfall of the 1800. The stylists succeeded, 
because the boot is huge, wi th no protrusions either 
in the side walls or the floor. It's just big, flat space. 

Most of our 300-mile long-range test was run at 
night, so we had ample opportunity to test the 
Kimberley'S quad headlights. They are superb. 

Low beam is 60 watts, high beam is 75 watts, and 
the spread and throw is among the best we've seen. 

Many people have been surprised by BLMC's 
decision to make radial tyres a $40 option on the X6 
(they were standard on the 1800). But it has good 
reasons for this, and it's not cost-cutting. 

The sales department found there was resistance 
among country buyers to standard radials because of 
their soft sidewalls and with an important new model 
going hell-bent for a big chunk of the market, Mr 
BLMC wasn't about to prejudice even one sale - so 
radials are optional. 

Our test car wore Goodyear Power Cushions, one 
of three makes the BLMC proving engineers found 
suited the X6s best. We had no complaints with the 

GM/FORD GO ROTARY! 
(Continued from page 51) 

of-mouth knockers. 
When I went to Germany in 1967 to drive the 

R080, NSU engineers told me the engine could be 
built at 60 percent of the cost of a comparable piston 
unit, provided they had the volume. If this is so, then 
GM will quickly recoup its $50 million outlay. 
Though the world's biggest car firm is often short on 
imagination, it has always been long on production
GM divisions are now building about 8 million 
vehicles a year. Divide this into the $50 million 
contract price and you see why accountants run big 
companies. 

The low production cost potential of the engine 
has also attracted Citroen. In 1965 the big French 
company formed a liaison with NSU to build a 
single-rotor baby car in big numbers. But this crashed 

selection. The tyres hung on like leeches, in both wet 
and dry and gave good braking adhesion. 

BLMC has a lot riding on the X6. It's the 
beginning of an adventurous new era for the 
Australian offspring of the British giant, both in 
engineering and marketing. 

When Lord Stokes gave Zetland the "All
Australian" go ahead in 1968, the X6 concept was a 
quality family car to replace the faithful 1800 but 
with none of its failings. The new car had to be 
similar in size and design, but with better styling, 
more power and a decent boot for starters. And the 
budget was to be restricted to a low $4.5 million 
(Ford spent that much just developing its new 250 
cm motor). 

BLMC was able to save a lot of money by laying 
down terms of reference, then having B-L in England 
act as styling contractors. Zetland says this in no way 
affected the truly-Australian concept of the car and 
its overall 85 percent local concept (the gearboxes 
and a few other parts are still imported). 

And with the car (new body, new engine, new 
suspension, new trim) on the market a little more 
than two years later, we think BLMC Australia has 
done a good job. 

The car's finish and attention to detail is good, it 
has an extremely high safety level, fine handling, 
braking and comfort with neat, functional styling. 
The performance will still be a little on the mediocre 
side for some drivers, but that will be cured with the 
bigger 72 model. 

Meanwhile, the Kimberley/Tasman are practical 
Australian family cars at extremely competitive 
prices, and might just live up to B-L's mini-XJ6 
image ... -END 

when NSU discovered it could not develop the 
production facilities to build enough engines. Citroen 
agreed to find the necessary money but then Fiat 
grabbed a big share of the French company and again 
the brakes were jammed on. 

But someone has finally .got things moving because 
Citroen announced a few months ago that it had 
bought 10.7 million square feet of land to build an 
automated factory for rotary engines. 

Meanwhile, Citroen is gaining experience building 
500 cars called the Caran, a pretty two-door coupe 
powered by a single-rotor 995 cc NSU engine. 

Offering a two-year warranty on the power plant, 
it is selling the car only to buyers who will 
'collaborate'. This involves each owner driving a 
minimum of 18,750 miles a year and reporting 

Mazda gives a hint to future rotary racing with this 
RX500 prototype. 

J 
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