
Manual Tasman gets basic bench, 
spartan trim and less instrumenta
tion. But all the safety and comfort 
gear is retained including 
through-flow ventilation, hazard 
flashers, heaterl demister. 
We showed you the Kimberley in 
action on the cover - the cheaper 
Tasman ha single-head lamp grille, 
less dress-up trim and single-car
burettor engine power. But it · 
produces near identical torque. 

British Leyland's big numbers for 1971 - right on . 

Sleek in profile, Kimberley accen
tuates the simple but effective style 
redevelopment by the local British 
Leyland office. Will the UK want 
these cars? 
Carpeting replaces rubber mats, 
there are rear door armrests, and 
better upholstery and seating mark 
the Kimberley line. Note spacious 
rear seat legroom 
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BRITISH Leyland released a new 
Austin range late last month -
exactly as previewed in the exclu
sive WHEELS photo-story three 
months ago. 

WHEELS was the only Austra
lian magazine accurately to preview 
the Austin Tasman and Kimberley 
and our detailed specification list 
proved correct almost right down 
the line. In fact one of the prices 
suggested was within $2 of the 
just-announced market prices! The 
Austin Tasman manual is $2598, 
automatic is $2888. The manual 
Kimberley is also $2888 and the 
automatic $3148. 

The new Austins have been built 
around a combination of new and 
old components - a restyled Austin 
1800 body using identical cockpit 
dimensions, and a new six cylinder 
East-West engine based on the 
overhead camshaft Morris 1500, 
four-pot all si tting on the 
well-tried hydrolastic suspension. 

The Morris 1500 's 3 in. bore and 
3.2 in. stroke have been maintained 

in the tacked-on two cylinders, 
lifting capacity to 135 cu in. for a 
horsepower output of 102 bhp in 
the Tasman (single 1% in. SU HS6) 
and 115 bhp in the Kimberley 
(twin 1% in.). Compression ratio is 
8.6 to 1 and the new six OHCs push 
out 116Ib/ft and 118 lb/ft of 
torque. 

The big six weighs 14lb less 
than the Austin 1800 four cylinder 
engine it replaces yet is way ahead 
on power, torque and flexibility . It 
drives through a beefed up Austin 
1800 manual or Borg Warner Type 
35 automatic. Linkages on the 
manual are greatly improved for 
smoother control. 

Brakes have also taken a massive 
boost - from 9.3 in. front discs on 
the Austin 1800 to 10.5 in. on both 
new models . Wheels are out to 5J 
on 14 in. diameter and bolt up to 
the same Austin 1800 Hydrolastic 
suspension. Wheelbase is stretched 
to 108 in. with increased front and 
rear tracks (56.5 in. and 55.5 in.) 
and slightly increased exterior 

dimensions. The fuel tank goes 
10.25 gallons, ground clearance is a 
minimun 6.25 in. and overall 
weight is 2516 lb - 34 lb down on 
the Austin 1800. 

In the cockpi t - new seating, 
completely revised dashboard lay
out and different trim mark the 
Austins of the 70s. All cars have 
heater/demister, through-flow ven
tilation and hazard warning flashers 
as standard equipment. Seating can 
be optioned - but bench is stan
dard for manual Tasman only, 
buckets for auto Tasman and both 
versions of the Kimberley. 

You'll pick the cars on the street 
easily - the Tasman has single 
headlights and a blacked-out type 
crossbar grille; Kimberley gets 
square quad lamps in a sectioned 
Tasman grille with generous chrome 
and body rubbing strips, plus smart
er wheel trims. 

British Leyland couldn't supply 
us with a pre-release test car - so 
full road tests of both new models 
will appear nex tissue. 
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