
David Owen reports from London on 

Something old, nothing new, something borrowed, mostly blue ... 

NOTHING new may be a bit of an 
exaggeration, but there's little 

doubt that the British motor indus
try's offering for 1969 is going to be 
a shadow of last year's feast of new 
models. Still heavily overshadowed 
by the national balance-of-pay
ments crises, the country's motor 
industry is playing safe by relying 
on established best-sellers rather 
than incurring the expense and un
certainty of launching new - and 
unknown - models. Several com
panies which were known to have 
definite replacements for long-in
the-tooth stalwarts ready and wait
ing, have deferred changes until the 
economic situation improves. And 
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althoug.h devaluation may help Brit
ish cars undercut their competitors 
in the vital overseas markets (a 
BMC Mini now sells for less than 
the basic VW Beetle in Germany) 
there is little doubt that high prices 
for imported raw materials will 
force another round of car price 
increases before long. 

Fortunately there are exceptions 
to every rule, and there is a sprinkl
ing of new designs which, although 
thin on the ground, may stop next 
year's offerings being an exact 
repeat of last year's. Jaguar, for in
stance has been planning a new 
model for many years. Already over
burdened with mOdels for such 

relatively small production (Vaux
hall, for its size one of the most 
successful of the British mass pro
ducers, discovered the benefits of a 
three-basic-model line-ap several 
years ago) Jaguar decided as long 
ago as 1962 that a new, small-to
medium sedan was needed to take 
over once the potential of the age
ing 2.4-litre and 3.4-litre saloons 
was exhausted - especially in the 
face of increasingly stiff competition 
from its prinCipal foreign competi
tor, Mercedes-Benz. 

The result of this long develop
ment program is the XJ6, which 
goes further than the original 
intention in that it replaces no 
fewer than four existing models -
the 240, the 340, the S-type and 
the 420. This will leave Jaguar with 
the ideal three-model basic range, 
made up with the 420G/ Daimler 
Sovereign and the E-type. Buyers 
will be given a slight choice by be
ing able to have the 4.2-litre ver
sion of the old XK engine, or an 
interesting new 2.8-litre version of 
the same original XK120 unit of 20 
years ago. This was originally de
veloped in three-litre form as a 
racing engine in case the company 
re-entered sports car racing in the 
early 60s, at the time of the 3-l1tre 
sports car formula. At the same time 

LEFT: Due soon tor the Australian 
market - the Austin 1800 Mk II is 
a much better car in almost 
way than its predecessor. 



it was decided to stay out of racing 
on the grounds that the company 
could not afford the diversion of 
brains and skilled manpower from 
normal production, and the scheme 
was dropped. TIlis, suitably modified 
for production use, is the alterna
tive engine for the XJ6, intended 
mainly for the European market. In 
fact the original 3-litre unit was 
reduced to 2.8-litres because most 
European countries have a capacity 
tax system which is heavily biased 
against cars of 2.9-litres and above. 

Ventilation and suspension im
provements are the keynotes of the 
Mark 2 Vitesse and GT6 models 
which Triumph is bringing out. 
Both cars have uprated versions of 
the 2-litre, six-in-line used on the 
current versions, but various breath
ing improvements and ot.her detail 
mods raise the peak power output 
to 104 bhp. The new ventilation sys
tem fitted to both cars provides 
face-level outlets as well as outlets 
mounted in the footwell, similar to 
the type fitted to the TR5. These 
two models have come in for a good 
deal of bad language m the past 
because of their independent rear 
suspension (swing axles and trans
verse leaf spring) - a sharp reduc
tion of throttle on a tight corner 
causes the suspension to wind up, 
producing large amounts of positive 
camber and just about the ulti
mate in instant rear-end break
away. Triumph has now gone to 
some pains to cure this - but 

instead of fitting the neat and effec
tive semi-trailing arm type of sus
pension used on the 2000 and TR5, 
it has modified the existing set-up. 
By keeping the leaf-spring, revers
ing the wishbones and using single 
trailing radius rods with fixed-length 
half-shafts (compliance provided by 
Hardy Spicer joints at the inboard 
end and rubber bungees at the out
board), the location has been im
proved until Triumph now consider 
it gives as good a performance as 
a complete double-wishbone set-up. 
Other additions include a Spitfire 
3 front-end for the GT6 with raised 
bumper bar, and fake magnesium 
wheel covers. 

But perhaps the most interesting 
of the new Triumph models is a 
creation called the 2.5PI sedan. This 
is Triumph's excursion into the big 
league of extra-power family sedans 
already contested by such beasts as 
the Rover 3000-5 and the Vauxhall 
Ventora, but done with rather 
greater fiair. Triumph has .taken the 
attractive and quite handleable 2000 
and stuffed the bigger version of 
the 2000 six as used in the current 
TR5, 2l-litres, Lucas petrol-injection 
and all. In this form it gives out 
132 bhp at peak, and a lazy, rear
axle ratio of 3.45 still gives the car 
a top speed of 110 mph without 
noticeably straining anything. 

Meanwhile back in the other con
stituent of the mighty British Ley
land empire on which the sun never 
sets. What is BMC up to? TIle 

The uninspmng tag 0/ XKG has 
been hung on this chunky offering 
trom Coventry. Claimed to out
corner even the limpet-like E-type. 

answer seems to be nothing much. 
Although the recent announcement 
by chief Sir Donald Stokes that the 
entire outfit is to be re-organised 
in two main divisions, volume car 
production (orthodox designs, mass 
productiGn, mass sales) and the rest 
(smaller production, more expensive 
and more advanced designs) there 
is small signs of this beyond the 
quiet disappearance of the Vanden 
Plas models from the scene. Instead 
luxury-lovers will be able to console 
themselves with a new, plushy ver
sion of the still extremely rare 
Austin 3-litre. Other modifications 
include a sportier Morris 1800S, with 
twin carbs, and a top speed of just 
over the ton, and more power and 
padding for the Riley and MG 
1300S. 

Rootes, too, is content with the 
mixture much as it was before, with 
the exception of a new, hotter, 
faster version of the fastback Rap
ier. This is called the H120, and 
features a tuned version of the 1725 
cc Rapier unit which has been 
mildly worked over by Holbay Rac
ing to produce greater power. TIle 
car now h,as a 110 mph claimed 
maximum. Wide-rim wheels are 
now standard along with power 
brakes, which are also standard fit
tings on all the 1500 cc and 1725 
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sedans. The Imp models now have 
other detail improvements ioo, 
including better-shaped and better
trimmed seats. 

Vauxhall, Britain's answer to 
Holden, is still doing comparatively 
well despite the generally depressed 
state of the car business. A spate 
of new models over the last year -
like the Viva GT (Victor 2000 
engine) and the Ventora (Victor 
with Cresta engine _. have plugged 
most of the gaps left in the range. 
Latest is ::\. four-door version of the 
little Viva, available on all variants 
from the basic standard family 
banger to the full as-breathed-on
by - Black - Jack - Brabham - himself 
Viva). 

Finally Ford. Ford has long been 
disenchanted with the policy of 
showing new cars at Earls Court 
Motor Show time, when it has to 
flght for attention with all the re
styled radiatol' grilles and re-stitch
ed armrests dreamed up by the 
opposition. Instead, it tends to favor 
New Year intros for most of its 
surprises like the Mark IV range 
and the Escort. But watch out in a 
few months. 

Reliant, producer of fibre glass 
three-wheelers and the exotic 
Zephyr-engined Scimitar GT 2-plus-
2 coupe is introducing a fastback, 
four-seat version. Fibreglass produc
tion flexibility lets Reliant do this 
without the huge retOOling invest
men t needed to do the same thing 
in metal. 

Morgan has a new one too by 
dropping the Rover 3.5 V8 in a 
chassis which is only slightly modi
fied . Morgan has produced in the 
Plus-Eight its fastest car yet. Exter
nally however it is almost indistin
guishable from previous Morgans 
except for the new aluminium alloy 
15 in. wheels, a Morgan registered 
design. Wheelbase and length have 
been increased by 2 in. and the 

Not the prettiest car to come out 
of BMC - which isn't much re
nowned for lookers, anyway - is 
the new "super luxury" 3-litre 
Austin. But inside it's quite some
thing. 
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track by one. Front suspension, as 
always, is by vertical sliding pillars 
with coil springs and rear is by 
semi-elliptic springs with the chas
sis frame passing under the axle. 

The engine develops 184 bhp at 
5200 rpm with torque of 2261b/ft at 
3000 rpm. It has a 10.5 to 1 com
pression ratio 31"'d twin SU HS6 
carburettors. 

Girling brakes are servo assisted 
- 11 in. discs in front, 9 in. by 
1': in. drums at rear. 

With a dry weight of only 187fi 
lb the performance is spectacular: 
o to 50 in. , 5.2 sec; 0-60 in., 6.7: 
o to 100 in., 18.4 and a standing 
quarter-mile in 15 seconds. Maxi
mum speed is 132 mph and fuel con
sumption of 22 to 25 mpg. 

A car to appear very shortly ill 
Australia is the Austin 1800 Mark 
II, front-wheel-drive. Many of the 
criticisms formerly levelled at this 
model have been eliminated. The 
latest sedan recently released in the 
UK is certainly most pleasant to 
drive. 

One of the biggest grumbles with 
the original 1800, concerned thc 
low-geared steering, needing 4 ~ 

turns lock-to-lock and much 
wheel twiddling through corners. 
British Leyland has now altered 
the steering ratio, so that the Mark 
II needs only just over 3 ~ tUrns -
and barely that if the new optional 
extra power assistance is specified. 

Wheel size has also gone up from 
13 to 14 inches. These pOints help 
to make the steering lighter at man
oeuvring speeds. Improvements have 
been made to the engine too, though 
its capacity is unchanged at 1798 ce. 
A cylinder head of modified design 
and larger valves give five percent 
more power chiefly available at the 
upper end of the range. 

The same final drive ratio to the 
front wheels is retained, but larger 
diameter wheels and tyres increase 
this ratie. If you want good acceler
ation particularly in traffic, it is 
best to use the gearbox a bit more. 
The five-bearing engine is very fiex
ible and will, in fact, accelerate 
from 14 mph in top. -# 

A WHEELS SOOO-mile cons 
er report on an amazing 
device from New Zeal 
due for release here soon. 

FOR the past 5000 miles our 
Ford Corsair has had an 

ally cheerful ignition 
which whistles when 
key is turned on and stops if 
a failure in the system. 

The whistle is subdued of 
being barely audible when 
engine is ticking over. It is 
several novel features in 
Zealand made capaCitor or 
ignition system that will 
be hitting the Australian 
Called Condis, the unit has 
made a big impact in NZ. 
special test and sign of their 
in it the makers fltted one 
hydroplane in which Peter 
of Christchurch, recently set a 
speed record of 114.13 mph. His 
was powered by a much 
Ford V6 with 12-to-l cOll1o.resl 
and using methanol fuel 
double choke Webers. 
Condis, the V6 peaked at 
with their ignition, f'm"nA."'otI 

7200 with an alternative 

We had no way of checking 
claim. So they lent us one 
office hack. The results were 
short of amazing. We got: 

• First class starting in 
weather conditions. 

• A smoother engine 
speeds. 

• More power at high speeds. 

The Condis is a neat, 
unit, designed by electronic 
John Andrews and 
by Comac Industries of 
church. Production began in 
but some of the early units 
trouble. Changes in the alloy 
in the heat sink units fixed 
of the faults. The others were 
to fractures in various lead 
the result of vibration. The 
ponents are now secured 
resin bonded compound to 
movement. Our unit, one of the 
batch, has given no trouble. 
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