
The British Motor Corporation (Australia), 
released the Austin 1800 onto the local 
market on the 22nd November 1965, just 
thirteen months after the model's release in 
the UK. During the extra months develop
ment, various modifications were made to 
the car. These modifications were later to be 
incorporated into the UK models. The 1800 
soon became a popular car, even being voted 
the Modern Motor's best compact of the year, 
in fact the interior space inside the car still 
leaves almost all other cars far behind (with 
the exception of Rollers etc). In Australia 
approximately 60,000 Austin 1800 were 
produced. 

The Austin 1800 had various rallying 
success in its time including a win in the 
Southern Cross Rally (1969), and coming 
second (beating Falcon GT's and Porsche), 
and sixth, in the 1968 London to Sydney 
Marathon. Automatic versions of the 1800 
were released in February 1968 followed by 
a utility version in July of the same year. 
Later in the same year (Oct.) the Mk II sedan 
was announced (the Mk II ute did not arrive 
until March '69). Both models remained in 
production until 1970 when they were 
replaced by the Kimberleyffasman range. 

Little is known of the 4400cc V8 powered 
version of the Austin 1800 built between 
Oct. 68 and Mar. 69, but this car was dropped 
in favor of the Leyland P76. 

At present it is a good time to buy this late 
60's classic car at low prices. The Mk I ver
sions make very good historic rally cars, but 
at the moment Mk II's are not allowed in all 
events. The spare parts situation for these 
vehicles is at the moment not too bad 
mainly because they share many parts with 
both the MGB and the Mini, also some parts 
from Falcons and Holdens can be used. (See 
tips in this story.) 

Modern Motor announced the car to Austra
lians in their Dec. 1965 edition and it was 
obvious that the car needed some Australian
izing after some severe outback testing of the 
British version. Close to 40 modifications 
were made which included stronger wheels, 
changes to throttle and choke cables, 
stronger engine mounts, new rack and 
pinion steering to reduce lock to lock from 
4\12 to 3\12 turns, radial ply tyres standard, and 
changes to the handbrake. Body changes 
include stronger door locks, improved dust 
sealing, 3 point seat belts, layback seats stan
dard, and improved upholstery padding. 

January 1966 edition Modern Motor got to 
road test the car. It was priced at $1165 with 
all extras as standard. It was claimed the car 
had more room than a Holden and was 
shorter than a Cortina. 25 mpg was achieved 
and a top speed of 83.5 mph. Disc brakes 
were raved about. 

In Jan. 1969 the Mk II version was 
released. By then "Land Crab" was well in 
use referring to the 1800's wheel at each 
corner design, giving an unusual stance. 
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A rare care in Australia is this Austin 3 litre, a large car with 6 cylinder conventional drive using the 
1800 body. It was only built in England for 8 months. The car pictured was shipped to Adelaide. On 
the right, a British 1800. M. J. Foster sent us this picture (see RC#53 letters). He was from Essex in 
England. The Austin 3 litre built in 1967-8 was not a popular car. A 2200cc transverse OHC six car 
was produced in the UK in 72 (similar to Kimberly Tasman in Australia) and was more widely accepted 
there. 

Modern Motor claimed "If they'd only 
make the thing look as good as it really is, 
BMC would have the sales winner on their 
hands that they deserve- and need. But BMC 
have always underrated the importance 
today's market puts on styling." 

Top speed was improved up to 93.7 mph 
and milage was 24 mpg. Modern Motor 
claimed the 1800 Mk II was good value for 
money at $2704 for an automatic. A Valiant 
auto was $2800, a Falcon 500 $2486, a 
Holden Kingswood $2359. 

The Austin 1800 soldiered on until early 
1971 with the arrival of the Austin Kimberley 
and Tasman, a handsome six cylinder vehicle 
based on the 1800. Modern Motor claimed: 

British-Leyland's re-entry into the popular 
six market is a cheerful indication of what 
the Sydney-based company can produce 
without UK parental interference. 

The Austin Kimberley and Tasman are 
merely refinements of the 1800 theme. But 
they have lost the "land crab" image of the 
comfortable, roomy but slow 1800 which 
had a fairly limited volume market. 

Considering British-Leyland conserva
tism, the X6 is positively trendy, with neat 
new body styling, sharp facia and odd dress
up items which make you think someone out 
at B-L is really interested in keeping up 
withwhat happens outside Victoria Park. 

Modern Motor claimed the "Big 3's" sales 
(Holden, Falcon, Valiant) in the late 60's 
amounted to 360,000 vehicles and B/Ley
lands claim a first year production run for 
the Tasman Kimberley was to be 12,000 to 
16,000, about double that of the Austin 1800, 
was realistic, if anything conservative. Called 
the X-6 the new front wheel drive, larger and 
attractive car was again aimed at the "Big 
3's" sixes although Modern Motor felt the 
brakes were not as good due to the use of 
local products in an effort to bring the car 
up to 85% Aussie content. 

In Mar. '71 Modern Motor tested the 
cheaper Austin Tasman X Six (cross six) front 
wheel drive and couldn't produce a better 
figure than 20 mpg and with a 10\12 gallon 
tank. They called the engine noisy and dis
liked the hard bench seat compared with the 
layback buckets of the Austin 1800, also the 
cable gear change. The "thumbing their way 
through our list of criticisms of the X6 
proved to us what good value the 1800 Mark 
Two was". They also claimed the new car 
needed refinement. 

Refinement mayor may not have come as 
Leyland had lost interest in the larger front 
wheel drive car in Australia and they were 
preparing the P76, a conventional drive 6 cyl. 
and V8 car built along the lines of the "Big 
3", Holden, Falcon and Valiant, but that's 
another story. 

BMC HAD ALWAYS UNDER
ATE THE IMPORTANCE OF 
STYLING 
In general, front wheel drive cars in 

Australia have had their ups and downs. For 
Citroen it's worked since 1934. For BMC
Leyland it failed. For Honda Civic and Accord 
it worked. For Holden's Camira it didn't. In 
August 1980 Wheels magazine, Mazda sent 
the Editor Peter Robinson a questionnaire 
prior to the release of their front wheel drive 
cars. Some of the questions and answers are 
relevant to this feature. Peter answered: 
Q Front wheel drive-what is the immediate 
history of front wheel drive? 
A Immediate history? For most Australians, 
only vaguely remembering . Citroen, BMC 
created front wheel drive in 1961 with the 
Mini. The subsequent 1100 and 1800 are 
admired by many people who enjoyed their 
roominess, excellent ride and handling but 
those who suffered expensive repair bills 
began a move back to conventional cars 
which Leyland Australia tacitly concurred 
with by replacin.q the 1100/1500 with the 



X-Ray sketch of 
the Austin 1800 
sedan, It was revolu-
tionary in its day, 
perhaps a little too much 
for the average Aussie 
motorist who was used to 
driving cars with conventional 
drive trains that had changed little 
since the 1920s. 

The Austin 1800 left and the more conventional 
Australian Austin Kimberley to the right- a 6 

TIPS FOR AUSTIN 1800 OWNERS 
Reversing Lights 

On Mark Two manual cars there is a large nut on 
the passenger side of the control box from engine 
number 18 VA Ta 7459. If this nut is removed, the 
Kimberley reverse light switch (part number AVB 9194) 
can be inserted in its place. For automatic cars a 
second micro switch only needs to be added to the 
gear change lever. 

The next step is to run a wire from an ignition pos
itive to the switch and another wire to the back of the 
car. One easy place for the reversing lights is to 
replace the single filament lamp holder in the indicator 
light assembly with a twin filament type, using the 
higher wattage side for the reversing light, or add a 
small after market light under the bumper (maybe use 
both) . 
Improved drive shafts 

One way to lengthen the service life of the drive 
shafts of manual cars is to replace the rubber inboard 
universal joint with the needle bearing automatic type. 
First you have to obtain a set of automatic drive shafts 
(because the yokes are smaller), and replace the old 
worn out universal jOints. New universals are much 
easier to find for the automatic because they are the 
same as the type used on the Austin Healey 3000, 
Jag. 2.4, 3.4, and 3.8, as well as the Triumph TR4-
TR6, and have the following part numbers OL403 or 
K5L4. Either one of these parts will be carried by your 
local after market parts dealer. 
Fan belts 

If while out driving your 1800 you break a fan belt, 
and no spare, don't go into the local garage and ask 
for a fan belt for an Austin 1800, as most people will 
automatically say that they do not stock them. Now try 
this for an automatic 1800. Ask for a belt for a 1971-
83 Kingswood 6 cylinder with no air condo (part number 
1 OA0900) , for a manual 1800 with generator, ask for a 
belt for a 1974-83 Kingswood 6 cylinder with Delco or 
Frigidaire air condo (part number l1A0925) and for a 
Manual 1800with alternator, ask for a belt for a HO 
Kingswood with air condo or for a 1984 Falcon with air 
condo (part number l1A0965). 
Misc. useful tips 

The tie rod ends on the steering rack of the 1800 is 
the same as the MGB. 

Disc brake pads for the 1800 and X6 range are the 
same as the XR and XT 8 cylinder Falcons (part 
number DB1). 

SU carby, gaskets are the same as the MGC. 

cylinder car that was perhaps the best looker 1~!~;;;;;~I~b~~ of BMC's big front drive cars. 

Marina and the Kimberley/Tasman with the 
P76. 

Most engine gaskets are common with those fitted 
to the MGB 4 cylinder. 

The side repealer flasher lamp is the same as the 
one fitted to most Jags made around the early to mid 
1980s. 

What was the public reaction to those 
cars: (a) at the time of introduction, 

Scepticism and wonderment, which didn 't 
go away until the Mini became so estab
lished that it was taken for granted. It is 
hard today to remember just how bold, how 
exciting, the Mini was when it was released 
in England in 1959 and two years later, 
when it finally arrived in Australia. It was 
the first and broke so much ground 
even GM, who to its eternal discredit took 20 
years to catch up, is still reaping the benefits 
of the revolution it created. The 1100 and 
1800 were well received initially and the 
1800 sold better in Australia than in Britain. 

In general BMClLeyland were ahead of 
their time as almost a majority of today's cars 
are now front wheel drive. As Peter Robinson 
said the problem lay with expensive repair 
bi lls and servicing, particularly from word of 
mouth from people with these vehicles. With 
today's technology front wheel drive has 
worked through the 80's and 90's and it's 
likely would have worked also for Leyland. 

On manual 1800s, if you break the three small ( ~~~~;;:;~~~li~'I~b. rubber mountings holding the gear change lever and 
\: (these parts are no longer available) you can use 

part number GEX 7251 in their place. These 
mountings are used for mounting the gear change 
assembly on Mini Clubmans with rod type change and 

E,:;;,"",,~~~ the exhaust on (he Midget 1500. 

PRICES 
Manual sedans: Condo A 
$2000 plus; Condo B $1000-
1500; Condo C $500. For 
auto sedans half the price; 
for utes double the price. 

CLUB 
Lancrab Owners Club of 
Australasia, 22 Davison St, 
Mitcham, Vic. 3132 or phone 
NSW Garry Fry, (02) 306591 ; 
Old Colin Johnson (07) 
2086546; Vic Daryl Stephens 
(03) 8733038. 

Peter A. Jones, 
Data registrar LOCA. 

The Austin 1800 East-West Engine-5 main bearings counterbalanced 
crankshaft, diagonally split big ends. 3 speed transmission cable 
selected (see arrow). 
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AN AUSTRALIAN PICK-UP 
Few people outside of Australia and New Zealand 
realise that BMC Australia produced a utility (pick
up) vehicle based on the Austin 1800 sedan. The 
Austin commercial range was released on to the 
Australian market on the 19th July 1968, and was 
available in either utility or cab-chassis form, 
although it is believed that none were sold in the 
later form. 

The Mark I version of this vehicle remained in 
the show rooms for a period of five months after 
the introduction of the Mark II sedan. It was not 
until March 1969 that the Mark II version of the 
utility was finally released. 

Sales of the Austin 1800 were quite low and by 
the end of production less than 5000 units had 
been sold. In fact the sales were so low that the 
vehicle was still available new from the dealers 
long after the Australian Austin 1800 was suoer
seded in 1970. Buyers reluctance to the Austin 
utility forced BMC Australia to cancel the Austin 
Tasman utility after only two prototypes were built. 
One of these prototypes was used for crash 
testing, while the other is believed to still exist after 
being sold oH by BMC-Leyland Australia . 

Like all popular Australian utilities of the sixties 
and seventies, the Austin 1800 version fitted with 
a three seater bench seat, but retained the floor 
gear change. In true BMC Australian manner 
where by, if a vehicle was sold in Australia as an 
Austin , it was sold in New Zealand as a Morris. 

Two other Australian rarities based on the Austin 
1800 are one: the panel van, three or four of which 
were built for the Royal Australian Navy for use as 
ambulances, these were produced by a local 
coach builder using most likely Mkl sedan body 
shells, and cost approximately $16,000 each. 

The other Australian rarity is the campervan, 
which used an Austin 1800 front end (windscreen 
forward) mated to a camper body. I believe three 
of these vehicles were built, one a Mark I, while 
the others were Mark lis. 

At present I am unable to find out who built both 
of these types of Australian specials, but who 
knows one day the details will come to light. 

i a speCial braking device to MORE PULLING \ • 

\ There are 1800 pr~ve;~id~~~~ ;hO~elg~~C~~~~ ~u~:E:awe'r IS a real~t~o~\ : 

reasons w a~ sP new radlat pty tyres tt has the proven BMC Ide~ 

\ 

hy an d inion steering, salety the Astounding Austin . 

11 th' g as , lEt West englOe an 

they ca IS , , , ~ront a!heel drive. Gearbo~, \ • .-_-----
MORE STRENGTH . nine dlfferentiat are all uz 

HE CAR The body shell 01 the Austin \e geth~r in one compact THE CAR 

T 1800 is the sllffest ;~rt ~on~t. power losses are. cut t.o \ OF THE CENTURY 
strongest structure ever t~ IS a minimum. The weight IS These are just some 01 the 

OF THE IOtO a production car ttl· l over the Iront wheets where sons why thiS car has 
comptetely Iree Irom ra . counts most. Result more rea reeted as the car 01 
lng, tWisting, Vibration. T:~~ ~sabte power, greater econ· \ ~~:nce~tury . You must see It, 

CENTURi\I kind 01 slrength II~e omy, better cornenng 1 II II gleater salety . For I . ., __ _ 

__ -------- ~;~{ J~: -"<~' ··t\;~t~~:i:._~',/.~:~:~~i~ -'.:" - '~ 
RE SPACE , '!'-.". "->t. " ,. .-~' ',. . - • 

MO 1 No s ace consum· . ... .... t
4

..... ~ HI' 

~~r:~llshalts: dillerttifll:; ;, ;', 
and thus more space 00 ""' 

ar anywhere near '" 
than a~YN~ less than 70% 01 1 
liS Slle th ar IS 
the total length 01 e c d 

voled to passengers an 
~e gage There is stretch out 
ug back and Iront. The 
~oooo~ oilers 17 cublc . lee't~I~ 

\ 

sable space. There IS a , 
u dth dashboard parcel shelf , drive it yourself. II s at your 
WI en pockels on every door, \ VALUE \ BMC centre now. An astoun· 

~~~ Square leet ~~CkP~~~~~ UST PROTECTION 1 ~::~~ cars you could \ dlOg $~ ,365 ~;.~I~~~!O!;' 
shelf behlOd the ~ COATS DEEP . \ easily pay up to $300 (El50) \1~~!;,'~~;"t1y h,"''' '" ,on" ...... 

r motonng IOvestment IS \ dra lor the luxury leatures 

I
T FLOATS ON FLUI~ You by the unique BMC e at come completely stan· 

The Austin 1800 :a\ b. anti ·rust process. ~ d With the Astounding 
springs to sag, nOa~dO~at~le . The car is completely SUb"\A~~tin 1800. You get a camp· 
sorbers to wear Ie 01 Hyd. merged and rotated In spe . body. adjustable and reo 
Instead, the mlrac, ives clal chemical baths. In pro Ing ats You get heat· 

rOI~s:~~·res~~s:ye~~li~~ o~ the tective underco~;~h sOin~~! ~I;;~e~~s~er ilresh air ven· 
yo hest tracks It 1I0ats every square let~ly treat· \ illation system, lu~ufIQUS 

,\~onUg lIuld with indepen~e;lt a~d ~~I~ ~~I~~~illion dol~ar carpeted I~terior. You :~t 
suspension lor each wee is new and e~cluslVe \ courtesy lights, armre . 

\

Pltch sway and bounce ar~ ro~e~~ RotodlP protection There IS even a hook to hang 
out. ' Better ad~eslon an °rovlde~ the base lor the \ coats on above the re~~ 

RIGHT BMC Australia's advertising of the Austin 1800 In 
the late '60s. Extra value included rear coat hooks? It was 
called the Car of the Century and in retrospect, it, like 
most BMC-Leyland front wheel drives before it, was ahead 
of its time! 

\
cornenng are 10 , _ ileamlng baked enamel hn ' \dOOr! These leatures alu. ~rn~~D~~~ 

IRST \ Ish, prOVides ~roit~~I~~n I~~ completely ~!~~~~~~~gl~~lce 
\ ~:a~~I~Y a~e ~tandard hUts ! ~:~n~\e~eO~~~; usua\ty starts , ~:i~~t t{365 (£t,1821IO/')' 1 
\\. ~I:ro:nt~T:he:.:A:us~t!!~:1~8!~~~a~ke:s~' : :ln~ot:he:r~c:a~rs~ ........................ ~ ~cwer aSS'~led ISC ' 

The Austin 1800 ute, unique to Australia. It had everything going for it but perhaps Aussie buyers 
perceived it as not being powerful enough? It was certainly equal to its competitors in load space! 
The Austin 1800 ute was released in 1968, in 1969 they sold 1739, well under, say, the Holden with 
15,061. Sales were such that BMCILeyland didn 't go ahead with a ute in the six cylinder Kimberley
Tasman range that followed the Mark 21800. 
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Did you know: 
That the 1800 was sold in Denmark under the 
names of 'Austin 1800 Windsor' and 'Morris 1800 
Monaca', while in Holland they were only sold as 
the 'Austin 1800 Balanza', 
In New Zealand, the car sold as the 'BMC 1800 
Freeway', while the ute was called a 'Morris'. 
Cars sold in Australia before chassis number 
YAHS2 14874 were fitted with an engine-gearbox 
assembly imported from the UK, 
In Australia the handbrake was moved from under 
the dash to between the front seats from chassis 
number YAHS5 4092 (manual), and YAHS6 3163 
(auto), about four years before the UK. 
The total Australian production of the 1800 is esti· 
mated at about 60,000 vehicles, including utes. 
Australia also produced at least three panel vans 
for the RAN and three or more campervans (I have 
seen two examples and a photo of a third verSion) . 
Total UK production of the BMC 1800 is as follows: 

Austin 1964-75 approx. 210,OOO 
Morris 1966-75 95,271 
Wolseley 1967- 72 35,597 

In Britain some people had their last ride in a motor 
vehicle in an Austin 1800 hearse. 
During October 1966, Cray/ord of England con
verted many Austin 1800s into an Estate (station 
wagon) version by adding a large rear opening tail· 
gate, which included the rear window and boot lid 
into a piece assembly. 
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