
TONY FAll shoves his Austin 1800 through creek crossing in london-Sydney marathon. What did it all prove, asks Stirling? 

The longest d • rive 
OVER the last two months, we've 

all seen and read quite a lot 
about the London to Sydney 
Marathon. Organised by the 

London "Daily Express" in conjunction 
with the Sydney "Daily Telegraph", to 
provide valuable publicity, the event 
ended up by doing a good deal more. 
Not only did a large number of works 
teams enter into the spirit of the 
thing by putting the whole weight of 
their experience and organisation be­
hind it as if it were a major inter­
national rally, but even the general 
non-motoring public took an unusual 
interest in the cars and drivers can· 
cerned and their progress around the 
world. 

But is this all? Now that the 
Marathon is over, will it fade away 
into the history books as just another 
sporting event, slightly more unusual 
and more successful than average, but 
otherwise indistinguishable from thou­
sands of others? Or will it have more 
lasting benefits, either to motor sport 
or the motoring public at large? 

It would be nice to think of the 
London·to-Sydney run as being the 
first in a series of revivals of the kind 
of great races which characterised the 
heroic early days of motoring, but at 
the moment everything seems against 
it. There is apparently every intention 
of holding another London·to·Sydney 
Marathon at the end of 1972, but the 
sheer effort and expense of putting on 
a show like this (not to menti::m tak­
ing part in it) must rule out the 
chances of many competing events. 

The works rally teams especially 
have a very crowded calendar of ral­
lies demanding their attention, and 
cannot spare drivers or cars for long-
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distance runs like this very often. For 
another, it's difficult to think of an­
other route which would combine the 
varied conditions of this year's Mara­
thon with its exotic route, and it's 
equally difficult to imagine another 
newspaper footing the bill for a simi­
lar event unless it could be made 
really different from the one which the 
"Express" and "Telegraph" got all the 
credit for. 

Quite apart from the problems of 
running what amounts to a long-dis­
tance road race on public roads in the 
more motorised parts of the world, 
Lucien Bianchi's heart-breaking col­
lision with a non-competing car while 
in the lead on the very last lap, show 
how acute the dangers are at times. 

More benefits 
But there are other ways in which 

an event like this can produce worth­
while additional benefits for the great 
mass of us who use motor cars to 
drive to work, or to take tbe family 

out for a holiday or even to go down 
the road to the shops. Running cars 
over the kind of appalling road condi­
tions encountered on this run presents 
unusual problems. Even those makers 
who do a lot of varied long-distance 
testing before introducing a new 
model have problems because the full 
glare of world publicity is focused on 
any mishap or breakdown. The incen­
tives to make the cars stand up to 
the battering without breaking is 
strong indeed. Some works teams 
spent a reasonable-size fortune in 
sending cars and drivers to make a 
full-scale reconnaissance of the route 
before the race started - forewarned 
is most certainly forearmed in this 
business. --

In some case the rehearsal runs 
produced some surprises. Many people 
who had no real knowledge of the 
country involved thought that the first 
half of the run - London to Bombay 
- would do the real job of weeding 
out the less professional entries, es­
pecially towards the entl of the 
stretch. Then the Australian part of the 
run would be a pleasant, if demand­
ing, high-speed run I'ather like the 
high-speed tests at the end of a rally. 

But drivers who knew the Australian 
outback had different ideas. They said 
the wilds of Central Asia held no 
terrors like the Australian desert with 
its sudden floods, hidden potholes 
filled with fine dust waiting to shatter 
suspension and steering and thou­
sands upon thousands of miles of 
trackless bush. Some of them won­
dered if anyone would get through at 
all! 

(Continued on page 104.) 

MODERN MOTOR - MARCH 1969 



BEECHEY 
(Continued from page 43 ) 

However, the Monaro has not been 
lowered at either end. 

This is largely because of the 
wheels and tyres - American 7in. 
rimmed mags fitted with Firestone 
ultra-low-profile tyres ("a new com­
pound called 134. They've only just 
been released in England, according to 
Brian Muir"). 

The end result is a car which, 
while lacking the Mustang's cornering 
finesse, loses little as a result of 
sheer power. 

Says Beechey: "I'm positive the car 
is much faster than any of the Mus­
tangs in Australia. And what's just as 
good, it's a damned sight cheaper." 

This was one of Beechey's calcula­
tions in purchasing the car in the 
face of his newly-acquired Camaro. 

"I figured it would be miles better 
for my motor racing if I could get a 
Holden to do what a Camaro or 
Chevy does. Look at it this way. The 
main running gear is the same and, 
being made locally, it is cheap. With 
the Camaro I have to get everything 
air-freighted out from America, which 
costs a fortune." 

The Camaro will be entered in 
events in Singapore, Japan or South 
Africa if it can be arranged, and give 
Beechey his first taste of racing out­
side of Australia and New Zealand. If 
the entries cannot be arranged, the 
car will be sold locally. Says Norm: 

"I'm planning on a one car racing 
organisation." 

And as the opposition has no plans 
to stand still, it's just as well. There's 
a new Mustang in America which will 
undoubtedly attract opposition interest 
in NSW. Meanwhile, Victorian Bob Jane 
is working on aerodynamics. He has 
fitted a full-width aluminium under­
bumper spoiler to the Mustang and has 
matched it with one on the tail. He 
hopes the system will give him an extra 
second a lap on the faster circuits. 

But Beechey has undeniably got the 
power-to-weight ratio. A recent dyna­
mometer test taken immediately after 
the car's hat-trick run in Tasmania 
showed 428 bhp. 

With a freshen-up and a little more 
time, the Coburg car and truck sales­
man expects at least 440 bho. 

Now with the Australian touring car 
championship to be decided on a 
points basis, reliability seems the 
questionable barrier between him and 
his second national title . He is 
highly optimistic about his chances. 

The Dandenong boys must be highly 
hopeful also. With the success of 
Beechey's Monaro, there is almost 
certain to be a rash of similar 
machines appearing on our racing cir­
cuits - the f irst time for many years 
that locally-manufactured sedans have 
had a show. 

"But Norm," I said . "Why didn't 
you go Ford when they officially pay 
the bills? " 

"I don't know whether they 'd have 
me," he replied. "They've already got 
'Pete' Geoghegan and he's doing a 
grand job for them. 

"And I'm more personally interested 
in my cars being successful than any 
sponsorship. Besides, I'm a Datsun 
dealer." • 

MOSS 
(Continued from page 80) 

Looked at from this gloomy point of 
view, the run was not only a success, 
it was a surprise from start to finish. 
To see myoid friend and colleague 
Innes Ireland leading the field into 
Bombay with his two co-drivers as 
temporary leader of the private en­
trants was enough of a shock. For 
I'm sure Innes won't mind when I say 
I never thought of him as the world 's 
greatest navigator-one of the reasons 
I asked him to drive with me in the 
Marathon de la Route was because I 
knew he could not get lost driving 
round and round the Nurburgring! 

Certainly this kind of run is vastly 
removed from the experience of even 
a top driver - not only is the sur­
face so bad that it cannot be com­
pared with even the worst racing cir­
cuit, but the problems of driving along 
unknown roads for very long periods 
of t ime present a completely different 
set of requirements from those he has 
to face driving in a grand prix or even 
a long-distance endurance race. 

Th is may be why the private en­
trants did so surprisingly well. Not 
only did more people reach Bombay 
than was expected by even the most 

if you like LUXURY-THIS IS IT~ 
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Made from imported N.Z. sheep­
skin of special short hair variety. 
Warm in winter yet fantastically 
cool in summer. 
Used by N.Z. airline pilots to minim­
ise fatigue. Ideal for long distance 
driving. 
Models to suit either bench or bucket 
seats. Available in Black, Gold, 
Light Green, Light Blue, Steel Grey 
and Natural Wool. 

Small Bucket Seats-$20.95 
Medium Bucket Seats-$22.95 

Bench Seats-$24.95 

UDES all Import ies, Sales Tax and Postage. 
There are NO "Extras" 

FOURMEN 
First Floor (Suites 102 and 103) 

pry. 
LTD. 

82 Alexander Street, 
CROWS NEST, N.S.W., 2065 

Phone 439-1386. 
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optimistic forecasters before the start, 
so that it really was a case of first 
come, first served for berths on the 
Chusan ready for the cruise to Aus­
tralia, but even the Australian desert 
failed to live 'up to its build-up. Of 
course it was bad, but as the whole­
sale destroyer of cars predicted by old 
Aussie hands, it was a bit of a flop. 
Not that conditions were not difficult 
- but compared with the efforts put 
into preparing cars which would take 
a battlefield in their stride, it was 
something of an anti-climax. 

Will the makers learn anything from 
their experience in this Marathon -
will we have tougher cars as a result? 
Personally, I'm very doubtful. I can­
not help thinking that most of them 
will look on the run as an interesting 
exercise, but one that was too speci­
alised to affect materially the design 
of their production cars. 

Now I'm familiar with the old argu­
ments in favor of designing mass­
produced cars to suit the average man 
in average conditions, but I'm still 
dubious about their truth. I appreciate 
that you can't design every car so that 
it would accommodate a 2ft. midget 
and a ' 10ft. giant without adding 
greatly to the cost - but I'm 5ft. 
7tin. tall, and all too many cars I 
test give me the impression that any 
6-footers trying to drive them must 
feel distinctly uncomfortable. 

And this concept of "average con­
ditions" may well be equally inaccu­
rate. After all, there were several 
really genuine private entrants in that 
run who got through with very nearly 
standard cars - so, although rough, 

the roads couldn't have been impos­
sible. And how can we be sure that 
each one of us, through some unfor­
seen emergency, might have to cope 
with conditions like that in a standard 
production car, when it might be ab­
solutely vital that it doesn't let us 
down? 

But whatever the eventual benefits 
to car buyers, the Marathon has had 
one other very important side-effect. 
Everyone's had a lot of fun and a lot 
of interest, tompetitors and spec­
tators alike. A lot of people who fol­
lowed the results closely have n~ver 
been involved with motor sport before 
- if they can be driven as a result 
to find out what grand prix racing and 
international rallying have to offer, 
then it can do the sport nothing but 
good - for they could well be the 
enthusiasts of tomorrow. • 

ELEGANCE 
(Continued from page 78) 

speCial award. And he was placed 
second to the Bolwell in the popular 
vote. What else for a better-than-new 
TR which owes him $7000 and looks 
live every cent of it? 

Sonnewald, a trainee aircraft engi­
neer, built up the 1961 model car 
from three TRs. In doing so he modi­
fied and lightened the chassis con­
siderably, and spent $2500 dropping 
in a 2580 cc. 128 bhp engine, which, 
fitted with its twin 45 DCOE dual ­
choke Weber carburettors, has taken 

its owner to over 130 mph "in mid­
night testing". 

Examples of detail are the car's 
specially I built-up 72-spoke, chromed 
triple-laced wire wheels, which feature 
Aston Martin DB4 hubs imported at a 
cost of $16 apiece. 

Sonnewald did all his own restora­
tion - "all except the seat stitch­
ing," he apologises. 

No so sporting, but equally 
immaculate, was the 1938 Nash Am ­
bassador Six saloon of Frank Dallimore. 

This car, which has done a genuine 
50,000 miles since new, swept away 
with the Pre-1940 Touring Car award, 
and finished third in the popular vote. 

The car has a fairy-tale history. It 
was owned by a little old lady who 
passed it on to her daughter. Dalli­
more, a Classic and Historic Auto­
mobile Club of Australia member, 
bought it in February 1967. 

It was in such good order, that 
bodywise it needed only a touch-up 
repaint on the mudguards and wheels 
to bring it back to as-new condition. 

It has a 234 cubic inch six-cylinder, 
dual ignition motor, and according to 
Its owner, it drives "just like a mod­
ern car" . 

Which was the way I left the Con­
cours - in a modern car .... 

... While all the entrants were hav­
ing heart failure as the dust and 
gravel attacked their handiwork on the 
entrance road . 

... And while an immaculate MG 
TC stopped dead with a mystified dri­
ver and some obscure ailment. 

Sometimes it's nice just to drive an 
ordinary, dirty family car. . . . • 

PRESENTS FOR 
POPULAR 

APPLICATIONS 

YSTEM 
FOR 

FALCON 
va and GT 

"SPECIAL" 
HI-PERFORMANCE 

PISTON ASSEMBLIES 

Gllin extra power and efficiency 
from your VB Falcon by installing 
a Phillips Dual Sports System. 
Four fully fibreglass packed 
"straight through" sound abo 
sorption mufflers ensure a 
restrained note from the 2" over­
axle tailpipes_ The kit is soundly 
constructed throughout from 16 
S.W.G. steel with all welded 
mufflers; it comes complete with 
clamps, hangers and fitting 
instructions. 

Price $66_75 including Tax. 
Fitting service available if required. 

40 Anzac Pde., Kensington, N.S.W. 2033· 
PH_ 663-3319 PH. 663-3319 
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These assembl ies are 
boxed insets of 4 
and 6 depending on 
a~plication, compris­
ing finished pistons 
with correct clear-
ance, pins fitted 
with ci rclips , and 
piston rings ... a 
combination of top 
quality engine com­
ponents that wi II en­
sure TOP PERFORM· 
ANCE . .. all ready 
for immediate in­
stallation. 
Write, phone or call 
on us for listing and 
prices of special 
range available. 

SPECIAL PISTONS. We also make speCial piston 
assemblies to suit any particular application. 
You name it, we will make the pistons to suit. 
Ask for our estimates and expert advice. 

REPLACEMENT PARTS PTY. LTD. 
(A Division of Repco Ltd .) 

618 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, 3000 
Phone: 340421 

or branches throughout Victoria 

MODERN MOTOR - MARCH 1969 


	CCI04042013_00078
	CCI04042013_00079
	CCI04042013_00080

