
CONSIDERABLE size of automatic engine/transmission assembly can be gauged in 
this picture taken during BMC dyno testing (left). ABOVE: Ugly-duckling automatic. 

S
'NCE BMC introduced auto

matic versions of the Mini and 
Morris 1100 some months ago, 
the most glaring gap in their 

ranks has been in the big automatic 
field. 

They've fixed all that now with the 
introduction of an automatic Austin 
1800 which they expect will increase 
their share of the market. 

They're probably right because 
the kind of person who prefers the 
Austin's excellent ride and roominess 
to the m::lre popular six-cylinder cars is 
probably the kind of person who also 
likes automatics. 

Now, with this option available, 
BMC expect the 1800 to go even higher 
than its current sales of 1000 a month. 

At $2625 it is $260 more expen
sive than the manual car. 

It is the one automatic version in 

our experience that is actually 
FASTER than its manual counterpart 
- and this takes care of the auto
matic's old bogey, performance loss. 

The manual 1800 e tested back 
in December 1965 had a top speed 
of 83.5 mph and covered the standing 
quarter-mile in 22.1 sec. The auto
matic version covered he quarter in 
21.4 average and had a top speed of 
87 mph! 

The automatic IS faster than the 
manual right through the range. 
BMC say the difference is only frac
tions of seconds to a I speeds, and 
since all 1800s no a e higher com
pression than the car we originally 
tested, the difference won't be as 
great as those two f gures ":Ie quote 
indicate. But the automat ic IS a 
better performer. 

BMC say this is b ought about by 

BELOW LEFT: Front compartment shows floor clear except for s g centre bulge. 
BELOW RIGHT: Cutaway shows how chain is used to drive traT'S ss on east-wes . 

Here's one automatic ......... jAII 

car that actually 
performs better than 
its stick shift cousin ~ .......... ~ 

the automatic's gear 
slightly better keyed to 
power curve, and we'll 
explanation. 

Transmission 

ratios being 
the engine's 
accept that 

It's a Borg Warner 35, and this is 
the first time that such a trans
mission has been turned around to 
work in conjunction with an east
west fwd. This is done via a chain
drive. 

BMC and Borg Warner engineers 
combined on the job, and they 
achieved it with hardly any weight 
penalty. The automatic weighs only 
2 to 5 lb. heavier than the manual
depending on castings - and when 
you see how big the engine/trans
mission is, you realise just what an 
achievement this is. 

In its mode of operation it is just 
ke B::lrg Warner 35s fitted to dozens 

of 0 er makes. There are three 
speeds, and these can be selected 

a a y by using position "L" on 
e adrant. There is also a kick-

d device which selects a lower 
2" 0 when the accelerator is floored 

be 0 .... certain speeds. 
Klckdown into low can be achieved 

below 24 mph, and kickdown from 
op into intermediate is possible at 

speeds below 56 mph - useful for 
overtaking. 

When the transmission is allowed 
to change automatically in normal 
circumstances the changes are ex
tremely smooth - as smooth as any 
we've experienced on a four-cylinder 
motor. 

There's a slight delay with both 
manual up and down changes, and 
we found the kickdown the quickest 
and most convenient way of going 
down a cog. 

The selector quadrant is mounted 
in the facia to the r'ght of the steering 
column, and d rectly in front of the 
driver. 

We found it not very convenient to 
use, although it is certainly a better 
arrangement than some column 
selectors we've experienced. 
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BORG WARNER GOES EAST - WEST 
This position was chosen for safety 

reasons primarily. BMC say that with 
the selector in such a position it is 
impossible for anyone but the driver 
to reach it. True. 

The choice of location was also 
prompted by the American safety 
requirements. The committee re
sponsible for these requirements was 
at one stage giving consideration to 
safer locations for transmission selec
tors - about the time BMC were 
designing their automatic, apparently. 

The selector lever protrudes 
through a curtain of bristles which 
line the quadrant and help - we 
imagine - to exclude bugs, dust and 
other foreign bodies. 

The quadrant is lit at night by a 
really bright light, instead of the more 
commJn dim glow. 

Starting off from rest, with the 
transmission in park, we could never 
slip it through reverse quickly enough 
to avoid a slight backward hop before 
the car started moving forward. 

Manual down changes are easy 
enough because lock-up is directly 
under "Drive" and it is simply a matter 

Manufacturer; BMC (Aust.) pty. Ltd .• Victoria 
Park. N.S.W. 

Test car supplied by them. 

Price as tested ; $2625. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE 

Water cooled. four cylondeMl In line. trans· 
versely mounted. Cast oron block. f,ve maIn 
bearings. 
Bore x stroke 80.26 x 88.9 mm. 
Capacity 1798 cc ; 109.75 cu . in. 
Compression 8.6 to 1 
Carburettor Song e SU HS6 
Fuel pump Mechanical 
Fuel tank 10 i gallons 
Fuel recommended Super 
Valve gear Pushrod ohv 
Max. power (gross) 84 bhp at 5300 rpm 
Max. torque 100 lb. ft . at 2200 rpm 
Specific power output 47.8 bhp/li tre 
Electrical system 12v 
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of batting the lever down firmly. 
But as we said before, kicking the 

transmission down with the throttle 
was as quick-and more convenient. 

Not quiet 
Like most four-cylinder automatics, 

the 1800 is not especially quiet, al
though noise level doesn't seem to 
vary much once 70 mph is reached. 
It is possible to add another 10 mph 
without any discernible increase in 
noise from the mechanicals. 

The automatic will cruise between 
70 and 80 all day. At these speeds the 
engine/transmission assembly is 
very busy, a fact which is very obvious 
to driver and passengers. 

But the humming and vibrations 
are well keyed to one another and 
simply serve to heighten the impres
sion that the 1800 is really getting 
along. 

Handling and ride are unchanged. 
The weight difference between manual 
and automatic is, as we said, neg
ligible. Consequently, the trans
mission switch has not had any affect 
on handling. 

TRANSMISSION 
Th ree·speed torque converter automatIc. 

Mph/IOOO 
rpm Gear Ratio 

Rev. 2.09 
Low 2 .39 
Inter. 1.45 
Top 1.00 
Final drive rat io 

CHASSIS 
Wheelbase 
Track front 
Track rear 
Length 
W,dth 
HeIght 
Clearance 

7.3 
12.0 
17.4 

Kerb weillht .. 
WeIght dIstribution front/rear 
Ib/bhp 

SUSPENSION 

Max . mph 

37 
64 
87 

4 .19 to 

8ft. lOon. 
4ft . Bin . 

4ft. 7 i ln . 
13ft. 8 1 in . 

5ft. 7in. 
4ft . Hin . 

61n. 
ton 1 cwt. 

63 / 37 % 
29.5 lb. 

Front: Independent, wishbones. lower tra iling 
links. hydrolastic dis placers. 
Rear: Independent. swinging longitudinal 
trailing arms. anti·roll bar. hydrolastic dis· 
placers. 
Brakes: Disc/drum, servo assisted; 282 sq. 
m . of swept area . 

The 1800 is a strong understeerer, 
and it responds to shutting the throttle 
on corners in typical BMC fwd fashion 
- by tightening the radiuS of its line. 

It is a very controllable arrange
ment and once familiarity is estab
lished it can be thrown around with 
quite a degree of abandon. 

Driving position - the angle and 
size of steering wheel - are compro
mises, and when driving 1800s we 
find it necessary to sit closer than we 
like - so that the full diameter of the 
wheel is within comfortable reach. 

None of these things are new to the 
automatic, of course. 

The 1800 has its faults, most of 
them centred around its styling, and 
comparative lack of performance. 

The new automatic hasn't changed 
any of this. It is still not an especially 
attractive car, and the automiltic
despite slightly better performance
still isn't a ball of fire. 

But for people who value interior 
space and sheer comfort above those 
things, coupled with the convenience 
of automatic transmission, this 1800 
has much to offer. -

Steering 
Turns lock to lock 
Turning circle 
Wheels : Steel disc 
radial tyres . 

rack and pinion 
3.8 

37ft. 
with 175 x 13 tubeless 

PERFORMANCE 
Top speed 
Average (both ways) 
Standing quarter·mile 

Acceleration 
Zero to 
30 mph 
40 mph 
50 mph 
60 mph 
70 mph 

20·40 mph 
30·50 mph 
40·60 mph 
50·70 mph 

87.1 mph 
86.5 mph 
21.4 sec. 

seconds 
5.7 
8 .1 

12.3 
. .. 17.0 

25.4 
kickdown 

5.3 
7.6 
8 .9 

12.6 
Consumption: 20.5 mpg over 242 miles. in · 
eluding all tests . 
Speedo error: 
Indicated mph 30 40 50 60 70 
Actual mph 30 39.1 49.2 59.1 68.2 

27 
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