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HE futuristic Austin 1800 pic
tured here, the star of the Turin 
Motor Show, could well be the 
shape of B.M.C.'s products of the 

future. It is a shape that could go 
right through the range in one way 
or another from Minis to the 3-litre 
powered cars. 

It is a Pininfarina design study using 
basic 1800 engine and suspension 
and is MEANT as a production shape. 
It's a thoroughly practical car. 

The car shows real skill in converting 
an ugly duckling into a real swan. 

In prototype form it's a four-door 
four-seater - but with bench seating 
it could become a five/six seater. The 
bonnet line (with spare up front) is 
reminiscent of Citroen's DS-19. But 
put the two together though and you 
quickly spot the difference. 

Headlights are two feet from the 
ground, which covers them for most 
world lighting requirements. The 
encased surrounds might not match 
up to the new U.S. regulations but 
they satisfy safety requirements any· 
where else. 
Longer 

Despite its looks, the car is only a 
few inches longer than the standard 

LEFT: What the 
big American 
cars COULD 
like . .. Ghia's 
new Thor based 
on last year's 
Toronado is 
superb example 
of crisp styling. 

RIGHT: Austin 
1800, Farina 
style. Teflon
coated nose, 
sweeping ful/
length 
011 tail aI/ 
it approa 
dynamic 
tion. Inte 
right) is 
appointed for 
four people. 

Sleek Farina cladding lor BMC's 
. duckling was talk 01 Turin, 
says Harold Dvoretsky 



1800 and much shorter than the new The two rear seats carry headrests. 
3-litre from B.M.C. Pininfarina de- Behind them is a large and exposed 
scribes it as an aerodynamic venture boot which in production one imagines 
and claims the "lift-loss" is greatly would be covered along the same lines 
minimised by the shape of the axial as Renault's R-16. 
line. The whole aim is to keep wind Curved glass 
resistance to an absolute minimum Side windows are double-curved 
but at the same time provide sufficient and electrically operated. An air-
weight forces to make the car. excep- flow system of ventilation is incor-
tionally stable in all conditions. porated though the car could be 

The car has been fitted out to match adapted to take a cheap air-condition-
the new U.S. laws. Instruments are ing system. 
well placed and fitted into a dashboard Farina was obviously playing with 
made of anti-dazzle and plastic-elastic the design right up to the last minute 
material. Internal surfaces are com- - at 8 a.m. on Press morning the car 
pletely padded and all instruments had only just arrived. Rear quarter 
and door handles are inset. posts on the car as shown were of strip 

A newly-conceived horn control steel, louvred and glass covered. 
operates by light touch on the steering One of Pininfarina's handout pictures 
wheel spokes. Electrical impulses showed this as a narrower metal sec-
from the human body set it going. tion. Another unusual point was the 
The seats are anatomically shaped blackened nose - apparently covered 
and are equ ipped with a device for with Teflon finish - (nat a bad idea for 
continuous and micrometric regula- getting rid of insect and fly stains). 
tion of height, length and inclination, Steering column is . collapsible n 

LEFT: Styling leader Bertone does wonders for Fiat 125 with this 
dashing two-door coupe version, called the Executive. FAR LEFT: 
Inside the Executive--smart instrumentation to go with car's 
sophisticated 1600 cc dohc engine. BELOW: New Ferran Dlno 
GT coupe 206 has Farina body, east-west engine mounted at rear_ 



FOUR-SEATER electric car by Rowan of U.S. has two 9 hp motors in rear wheels, 
200-mile range on eight car batteries. Ghia designed unusual though practical body. 

the new safety fashion but the rake, 
though far better than the bus driver's 
attitude of the standard car, could still 
be improved. 

The B.M.C. 1800 study was such a 
surprise packet it took all eyes from 
Pininfarina's other design study on 
the Fiat Dino Berlinetta fastback 
coupe. 

Even before the Salon we guessed 
this was to be Pininfarina's Turin . 
Rumors of a new Ferrari Dino GT coupe 
206 with an east-west rear engine con-

figuration were being bandied around. 
They proved true . 

The new coupe differs little under
side from the original Dino coupe 
except for the engine going east
west a-Ia Lamborghini Miura. 

New Ferrari 
Bodywise the new car is much 

sleeker than before and the almost 
double sheer line used on the big 365 
G.T. 2 plus 2 Ferrari is used again . 

The two-seater sports coupe with 
its low frontal area, bulbous wings 
and air intakes starting midway along 
the door line into the rear wing, looks 
a really lush piece of property. There's 
no price on it as yet - even if you are 
interested. 

By the way - rumors that Fiat will 
take over Ferrari seem to be growing 
in strength. 

At Turin I had talks with affable 
Ferruccio Lamborghini. He told me 
(through an exceptionally charming 
interpreter) that he intends keeping 

production of his now famous ma 
down to 300 or at the outside 3 
year. This will be made up of both 
350 G.T. and Muira designs. So 
he has no plans for the Marzal 
he confided he was planning to 
darkened tinted glass along the 
waistline in the interests of privacy. 

Eyeclttcher 
Another eyecatcher was Osi's ' 

luro" Silver Fox - a twin-boom 
powered by a 1000 cc. Alpine 
With seats in each boom it 
up to the F.I.A. regulations for 
cars. If this manages to get in 
Mans it might cause one of the b 
riots in history. Osi hasn't said 
do it but that seems to be the ge 
idea 

And speaking of F.I.A. regs a 
how they can turn the hand of fate. 
on Abarth 's stand, taking a 
tacular place of honor, was a 
6-litres w,th four giant trip 
Webers fitted . Abarth claims the 
would give around 600 bhp. Th 
little doubt it was planned for a 
limited Le Mans that never came 

Most popular conversion 
the Italian body builders is of 
the 500 cc and 850 cc Fiat conve 
Best looker I thought was Moretti's 
coupe. Up the scale the 125 Fiat 
its ohc motor is the next 
Morretti did a coupe as did 
I couldn't decide which I preferred 
both were selling for under £1250 
Zagato, after his success with 
TCZ Rover at London, was 
showing it in Turin. He also 
an Alfa and a rather nice version of 
Fiat 125. 

Electric cars 
In the week before Turin I'd 

prominent car men answer me 
B.B .C. program to the effect 
electric cars just weren't on - in 
numbers that had been proposed 

(Continued on page 
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AUSTIN'S SHOW 
(Continued from page 54) 

some Americans a week or so before 
in New York. The next thing, up come 
Crompton Parkinson to say they'd 
acquired existing and future patent 
rights for the metal-air batteries being 
developed by Leesona Corp., of War
wick, Rhode Island, N.Y., the ones 
who'd started the latest electric furore. 

Before you could say "zap", B.M.C. 
got into the act and said they were in 
the deal too - through Austin Cromp
ton Parkinson Electrical Vehicles Ltd., 
set up 20 years ago. This group sup
plies about half Britain's electric de
livery veh icle production (about 1,000 
vehicles) a year. 

ANOTHER view of Ferrari's Dino 206 at Turin Show. Car has 1986 cc six-cylinder 
180 bhp rear engine mounted east-west, top speed of 147 mph. Price: $8500 plus. 

At Turin you'd think Italian de
Signers had all been to the same design 
schools the. night before. Moretti 
turned up with an electric Fiat 500 and 
so did Giannini - with batteries 
almost everywhere. They were in the 
rear (three) and two in the front. Where 
one was supposed to put the luggage 
I just don't know. 

seems obvious that Rowan will pro
duce their car in Europe and ship it 
back. Where better, where cheaper, 
than Italy? 

The Rowan is a reasonable four
seater with a fair amount of luggage 
space. The 9 hp motors are geared 
through neoprene cog belts to drive 
the rear wheels. The front wheels 
have disc brakes while the motors act 
as brakes at the rear. The tyres are 
Mini 10-in. jobs. 

But it was the electric car on the 
Ghia-Tomasso-Rowan stand and a de
sign sketched on the rear wall of the 
Moretti stand that took electric oar 
honors at Turin. 

The Rowan is powered by two 9 hp 
electric motors in the rear wheels. 
The motors and the chassis were 
developed by both compan ies and 
Ghia supplied the body design. There are luggage compartments 

fore and aft and the spare wheel is 
slotted into the one in front. 

It turns out that an outfit called the 
Rowan Controller Company of West
minster, Maryland, U.S., have taken 
over both Ghia and De Tomasso. 
Rowan's object is quite obviously an 
electric car for the States. But it also 

The interesting thing about the 
design is that the car sketched on the 
rear wall of Moretti's stand (his idea 
of what his electric car will look like) 
is almost identical with Ghia's Rowan. 
:rhe only difference is that Gh ia has his 
doors opening from the front (which 
will never be allowed) while Moretti 
plans to hinge his at the front. The 
body is of aluminium. 

The batteries are mounted in a 
central tray. They are accessible from 
the rear. They comprise eight 6-volt 
drive batteries with a separate 12-volt 
battery for accessories. Claimed dura
tion was about 200 miles at a speed 
of 40/50 mph. • 

WHEEL CONVERSIONS BY 
.~--< ~~~. 

~r- -"I WIDENED WHEELS ,,." ~~ 'l.' (Centre or Side Strip) 

.~. ~-I.!!)~, $8.25 (exchanCJe) 
at. DIiAGCHlff ~, 
~I SPEED EQUIPMENT \. 

'~1t~-l. 
WIDEYS!!! 
WIDEYS!!! 

IN ALL SHAPES AND SIZES 
10% Disc. to car club members. 
L.K.C. SALES, 95 Smith St. 

Fitzroy, 3065. 
Phones: 4191829, 4191892 

Trade Enquiries Welcome 

REVERSED 
WIDENED WHEELS 
$12.25 (exchanCJe) 

REVERSED WHEELS 
$5.95 

NEW 6" wide ONE
PIECE WHEELS 
$12.95 (exchanCJe) 

13" WHEELS with 
IS" CENTRES 
for Holden. $6.00 
(I x IS" & I x 13" wheel ex
change) 

CHROMED WHEELS 
Prices on application 

For full listing of Speed Equipment and two coloured 
"DRAGCHIEF" transfers send SOc to the above address. 
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3flTiI&e.. ... TR6 
the top-selling 

TRANSISTOR IGNITION 
chosen by Race Champions and Fleet owners 
alike because it IMPROVES YOUR 

CAR'S PERFORMANCE by up to 
140/0 

and fuel economy 
by 2 m.p.g. 

• 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR 
DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE 

• 
$32.85 

INCL. S/TAX 

~ 
Manufactured by 

T.L CYRONICS pn. LTD. 
" CHATSWOOD, N.S.W., 2067 Ph.: 4.0·0218 

- 0219 

--------------------~----, I 0 ~~~~:n ·~~~t. me 1 ·· ~·~·~i~~;-.. ~·h;q;:;;iM·:O~I-~~~.J;~:. Transistor " 
I 0 Please send Informative brochure. 
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