
B
MC's main contributions to the 

1967 Earls Court Motor Show 
(coming up as I write this story) 
are a six'cylinder, 3·litre addi· 

tlon to the MG sports·car range and a 
six·cylinder, 3·litre Austin Westminster. 

Readers down under will be in· 
terested to learn that the power unit 
for both cars is derived from the "Blue 
Streak Six" originally developed for 
the now·defunct Australian Austin 
Freeway and Wolseley 24/80 models. 

Capacity and output have been in· 
creased: the 3·litre engine develops 
125 bhp in the Austin Westminster, 
150 bhp (with help of better breathing 
and carburation) in the MG. 

The latter, tagged MG C Six, uses 
the basic MG B body (the B series con· 
tinues in production with four·cylinder 
engine). adding a bonnet hump to 
make room for the bigger power· 
pack's ancillaries. It replaces the 
Austin·Healey as the hairiest car in 
the BMC fleet. 

It's also the first BMC sports car to 
offer automatic transmission - you 
can specify the Borg Warner 35 in· 
stead of the standard four·speed all· 
synchro manual box. Brakes are 
enlarged to 11·1/16in. discs on the 
front wheels, 9in. by 2!in. drums at 
the back. Suspension and steering 
remain unchanged. 

Performance is really something: 
126 mph top·lick, 0·50 in 6 seconds 
flat . But I'll have more to say about 
the performance of the MG C - and 
of the Austin 3·litre - next month. 

Pricewise, in the U.K., the C models 
will cost around £125 stg. (basic) 
more than their MG B counterparts; in 
Australia the difference should be 
around $500, allowing for shipping, 
duty and sales tax. 

I'd class the MG C as a certain 
winner - but when it comes to the 
new Austin 3·litre, I'm not so sure. 

It looks - and let's be brutal, it is 
- an elongated Austin 1800. Take 
the centre section of the 1800, add a 
longer bonnet at one end, a decent· 
size boot at the other, and presto
the Austin 3·litre. I'm afraid that 
what looked perfectly functional, if 
not exactly elegant, in the smaller car 
seems out of place when blended with 
the longer lines of the 3·litre. 

No, the six'cylinder engine is NOT 
fitted east·to·west, and it does NOT 
drive the front wheels; its placement 

is conventional, and so is the tailshaft 
drive to the back wheels. 

But the car DOES have hydrolastic 
suspension - with the additional 
refinement of a self·levelling device 
at the back. Developed by Armstrong, 
this consists of hydraulic rams pres· 
surised by an engine·driven pump 
(shades of Citroen's DS·19) which 
keep the car level by utilising sus· 
pension reaction leverage to compen· 
sate for added weight. The system is 
controlled by' a height'sensing unit 
link between the vehicle and the semi· 
trailing arm . 

I should explain here that, while the 
front hydrolastic displacers are the 
same as on smaller BMC cars, the rear 
damping and springing units are 
separate; the trailing arms act directly 
on the dampers, which, by means of 
feed pipes, actuate the rubber springs 
attached to the underside of the body. 

Coupled with the Dunlop radial·ply 
tyres (around which the suspension 
was designed), the whole produces a 
quiet ride and superb roadholding. 

There's no lack of herbs, either. 
Top speed is around the 100 mark, 
and acceleration is better than that 
of the Austin/Wolseley 110 Mark " 
models, which is saying it 's fairly 

impressive. The 2912 cc, seven· 
bearing engine is low·stressed on 
8.2:1 compression, yet produces 125 
bhp at 4750 rpm (with twin carbs). 

The servo·assisted disc/drum 
brake system works beautifully, as do 
all the available forms of transmission 
(four·speed all·synchro box, ditto with 
overdrive, or Borg Warner 35 auto· 
matic); the long wheelbase (9ft. 
6!in.), wide track (4ft. 8in.) and 
moderate overall length (15ft. 6in.) 
contribute to the excellent handling, 
as does the power·assisted rack·and· 
pinion steering; the interior is roomy, 
and the 17 cu. ft. boot has a flat, clear 
floor (spare is in a tray below). 

But I'm not mad about the styling, 
and the interior is positively stodgy, 
especially that upright, bus·like steer· 
ing column with drab two·spoke wheel. 

U.K. basic prices are a shade above 
the Rover 2000: £1152 for the manual, 
£1232 for the automatic. Won't guess 
at the car's Australian price yet. 

For BMC England seem as unsure 
about it as I. They're building 100 
pre'production prototypes for cus· 
tomer evaluation at present and may 
yet make some changes before start· 
ing assembly, which isn't scheduled 
till next February. • 

• 

A 3-litre MG and a 3-litre Austin-both based on the 
Australian-developed "Blue Streak Six". Harold Dvoretsky reports 

FRONT and interior of new Austin 3·/itre make an odd contrast - the first is way·out, the second curiously old·fashioned. 



NEW 6·cylinder MG B 
comes in open or hard·top 
styling. Bonnet bulge 
makes room for 3·litre, 
150 bhp engine (right) 
based on :'B/ue Streak" 6 
originally developed for 
Australian Austin Free· 
way. Automatic drive 
(Borg Warner 35) can be 
had-for the first time 
on a BMC sports car. 

AUSTIN 3·litre (below) 
borrows 1800's styling 
and hydrolastic suspen· 
sion, but its 6 ·cylinder 
engine (a 125 bhp version 
of the MG unit) is placed 
conventionally, not 
East·West. Transmission 
offers choice of 4·speed 
manual box, ditto with 
overdrive, or the Borg 
Warner 35 automatic. 
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