
SCOOP PRE·RELEASE REPORT 

THE 
AUSTRALIAN AUSTIN 1800 
BMC1s new front-wheel-drive luxury challenger for Holden . 
and Falcon has more' than 40 changes from the 
English model. Here1s a special Modern Motor preview 

THE Australian version of the 
Austin 1800 will be announced 
on November 21 - a fortnight 
after this issue of Modern Motor 

hits the streets. 
Our pre-release round up of in

formation shows that BMC (Aus
tralia) have spared no effort to 
ensure the car is suitable for local 
conditions. 

Although they concentrated on 
hringing the car out here with the 
least possible delay, and consequently 
could not give it as long a testing 
period, BMC gave the test 1800s a 
thoroullh hammering over all types 
of country and evolved a long list 
of modifications - including some 
changes that are even more substan
tial than those to previous cars. 

The total li~t, we believe, numbers 
close to 4U modifications. Since this 
report is strictly unofficial, we were 
unable to get on to all of them; but 
here are the ones we have managed 
to ferret out - and we don't think 
anything substantial has escaped us. 

Mechanical Changes 
• The road wheels are completely 
new and locally made. The English 
specification, which requires wheels 
to withstand 30,000 cycles on the 
destruction machine, was not con
sidered strong enough for our roads: 
the Australian wheels are built to 
withstand 100,000 cycles. 
• New-type progressive speed-up 
throttle opening, has been introduced, 
operated by a graduated cam; early 
pedal travel is long but it shortens 
progressively as speed rises. With 
the new throttle goes a non-jamm:ng 
pla-tic-lined i!cceleration cable. 
• A similar type of non-jamrninl{ 
choke cable is also being adopted 
(both wiII go into the Minis and 
1100s) . 
• The engine mountings are being 
made here and strengthened. British 
method of rubber-to-metal bonding 
was considered too weak for bad 
roads. 
• Exhaust pipe mountings have been 
strengthened - also the joints be
tween pipe and muffler. 
• Gearbox seating has been improved 
to stop persistent oil leaks around 
push-pull cables leading from the 
remote-control lever into the box. 
• A new type steering rack has been 
fitted, giving a more direct ratio. 
The British 1800. needs 41 turns of 
the steering wheel to bring the road 
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wheels from lock-te-Iock ; BMC (Aus
tralia) sensibly reduced this-we be
lieve to approximately 31 turns. 
• The handbrake has been length
ened because it was found that a 
driv~r wearing a three-point safety 
belt could not reach it. Its general 
design has also been improved, and 
the new type non-jamming cable has 
been used. A pull-out type resembling 
H01den's, the handbrake now has ex
cellent positive action. 
• Radial ply tyres are fitted as 
standard. 
• This last is not a modification, 
but it is worth pointing out that the 
Australian 1800, like its En~lish 
prototype, has a deceleration-sensitive 
device in its disc-front drum-back 
brake system, which prevents the 
b3ck wheels locking in a crash stop. 

Body, Interior 
• Unlike the local factory's experi
ence with the Morris 1100, the body
work of the Austin 1800 required 
very little strengthening to stand up 
to rough-road usage. BMC claim 
this is the stron:;est, most rigid car 
body ever built here by any firm. 
• Door handle and door-lock 
mechanisms have been completely re
designed and are being made here. 
The original Wilmot Breeden hard
ware proved completely unsuited to 
local conditions; the locks tended 
to work loose or jam with dust and 
striker plates would not keep register. 
• Dust sealing has been improved 
throughout - considerable redesign
ing of the boot lid proved necessary. 
• Window glasses here are cut to 
three times closer tolerances than 
British. to make them slide better, 
and improve water and dust proofing. 
• The seats have been deepened and 
Hrengthened - particularly the front
seat cushions, which have been given 
an extra inch of padding, because 
testers found their bottoms hitting 
the frame work in original set-up. 
• Full Iayback front seats, giving a 
camper sleeping conversion, are fitted 
as standard. The straight backs arc 
also adjustable to in-between angles. 
• Three-point safety belts for driver 
and front passenger are fitted as 
standard-making it the first volume
production car in this country with 
this important provision-and anchor
ages are provided for optional belts 
to the back seats. 
• Trim and upholstery have been re
designed throughout, to suit our 
climate and raise Australian content. 

• Sound proofing has been . 
particularly at the engine QUIKln:" .. 

• The full-width parcel shelf 
the dash has been covered with 
skid material to prevent articles 
ing about and has a central 

Equipment 
• Little has been changed here, 
from the fact that twin padded 
visors are fitted as standard 
basic English model has 
driver's visor ); the visors swivel 
ways to stop side glare. 
• An excellent heater-demister 
standard. There is sume 
about this, as one of our . 
claims it is a locally designed 
while two others maintain that 
their original English type. 
• Press button-type screen 
;Ire ::llso standard. 
• Two useful British features 
have been retained are 
headlights for giving 
overtaking signals and a diIruJlin.g 
vice on the stop-lights which 
them to shine brightly in the 
time to ensure that they cannot 
following drivers at night. 

So much for the major Aus 
changes and equipment ; the 
the car's specifications are in 
accompanying data panel. 

Austin 1800s are now 
assembled at Zetland (Sydn~y ), 
the rate of 50 a day. 

Most of the modifications we 
listed are immediate, but a few 
not go in until after the first 1 
cars have been assembled. 

When BMC first planned to 
duce the 1800 in this country, 
expected it to retail for around £ 
tax-paid. However, careful 
believed to have brought this 
down below £ 1200 - one rumor 
it as low as £1140. 

This sum might be 
· - but with all its improved 
plus the superb handling combina 
of front wheel drive and 
smpension and the 
iness made possible 
tra nsverse engine Ia you t 
13ft. 8lin. long, the I is as 
inside as many 6-cylinder 
BMC's lates~ should be an 
buy, even around £ 1200. 

RIGHT: Interior .hot .hoUi. 
width divided parcel tray, 
looking carpet., upholstery. 
look at all that Iront 



THERE it ~C1a3 , 3illi"g 0" u Sydney parking meter; 30 Modern Motor ,mappet' this scoop picture 0/ .4u.,i" 1800. 

MAIN SPECIFICATIONS-AUSTIN 1800 
ENGINE: 4 cylinders, transverse moun 
ted, o.h .v.; bore 80.26mm., stroke 
88.9mm., capacity 1798c.c.; compres
sion ratio 8.2: 1; maximum b.h.p. 84 
(net) at 5300 r.p.m .; maximum torque 
99ft/lb. at 2100 r.p.m.; single SU HS4 
carburettor, electric fuel .pump. 
TRANSMISSION: Single dry - plate 
clutch, 4-speed, all synchro gearbox; 
ratios : 1st, 13.783; 2nd, 9.285; 3rd, 

5.794; 4th, 4.188; Final drive, 4.188:1 . 
SUSPENSION: Independent front by 
upper and lower arms, and locating tie
rods, swivel axles on ball ioints, Hydro
las tic displacers (interconnected front 
to rear); rear by trailing arms and in
corporating Hydrolastic displacers . 
STEERING: Rack-and-pinion; 3·~ turns 
lock-to-/ock; 34.5ft. turning circle. 
BRAKES: Disc/drum, servo assistecl: 

282 sq. in . of swept area. 
WHEELS : Steel disc with 175 by 13 
radial ply tyres. 
DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 8ft. lOin.; 
track, front 4ft. 8in .; rear 4ft. 7}in .; 
I~ngth 13ft. 8in.; width 5ft. 7in.; 
height 4ft. nin.; clearance 6in. 
(approx .). 
FUEL CAPACITY: 101 gallons . 
KERB WEIGHT: 23.6cwt. 
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