
FLOAT -ON-FLUID 
AUSTIN 1800 

Witlt plenty of power, great 
suspension and leeclt-like 
cornering, tlte J 800 setl new 
standards in comfortable, 
safe family motoring, says 
Douglas Armstrong 

TRANSVERSE engine i. ba.ed on MG-B'a, hal /itle main •• 

KTER flogging' around the 'Scot
tish Highlands for three days 
during a special pre-release 
Press preview of the Austin 

1800 I am sure that the British 
Motor Corporation have done it 
again. 

The four-to-five-seater 1800 (dif
ferent badge-engineered versions of 
other B.M.C. brands are sure to 
appear) follows .the usual Alec Issi
gonls configuration of front-wheel 
drive, transverse engine and Hydt'o
las tic suspension with a wheel at each 
corner to gain incredible interior 
space within tight overall dimensions. 

Of aU-steel unitary construction, 
the body .follows the same theme as 
the 1100, but an extra bulge on the 
rear of the trunk brings the luggage 
capacity up to 17cu.ft., and although 
this is not so large as some 1 i
litre cars, it is a well-shaped boot. 

Inside, the 1800's rear scat width 
is 56in., and legroom both iront and 
rear is outstanding in spite of an 
overall length of only 14ft. 6lin. -
more than nine inches shorter than 
the Austin A60, which the new 
model supplements. 

The 1798c.c. pushrod o.l •. v. engine 
puts out 84 b.h.p. (net) at 5300 
r.p.m. on a compression ratio of 
8.2:1 and a single SU HS4 carburet
tor. The basis is derived from the 
MG-B block with identical bore and. 
stroke dimensions of 80.2timm. and 
88.9mm. The new engine, however, 

44 

has five main bearings, and would 
seem to be the herald of a new five
bearing MG-B at a later date. 

The current three-bearing MG-B's 
power-output of 94 b.h.p. gives some 
idea of how an interesting new Mag
nette could eventually emerge as a 
high-performance version of the 
Austin. 

Despite Issigonis' views and re
marks on synchromesh for low gear, 
the new car has it. The four-speed 
gearbox is in unit with the engine and 
is a delight to use, although the travel 
of the floor lever could be reduced 
with advantage. Change~ g~ through 
very quickly with a light movement 
and second and third gears are good 
but audible, and in top there is a 
certain amount of gear-whine. 

The lightness of the controls, good 
driving position, powerful (self
adjusting front) brakes and excellent 
visibility make the 1800 an extremely 
pleasant car to handle. 

Everywhere the accent is on pro
viding the maximum seating, luggage 
and oddment space without adding to 
external dimensions. The transverse 
engine, of course, lends itself admir
ably to the scheme, but to gain the 
maximum the more sophisticated 
Hydrolastic units have been mounted 
horizontally within the crossmember 
at the front of the car. 

For once it is possible to report 
that the driving position is excellent 
on a new model, the front seats slid-

ing back far enough for a 
tall driver to have ample 
arm- and leg-room. The 
front seats have a reason
able amount of squab rake 
(reclining seats will be 
available on de luxe models) 
and the amount of space 
for arm movement is good. 

Even with the front seat 
slid back to the full extent 
of its generous travel there 
is unusually lav'lsh knee-
room ::or the rear-seat passenger. 
With a near-six-foot driver nt 
the wheel, a similar-sized rear-seat 
passenger has five inches clear knee
room and ample leg-room. . Rear 
occupants' feet fit into gaps beneath 
the front seats. All four doors have 
rigid parcel/map pockets, there are 
twin ashtrays in the front-seat backs, 
and there is a full width parcels tray 
under the facia in addition to the 
customary shelf behind the rear seats. 

The seats are well shaped, both 
back and front, but another couple 
of inches of support on the thigh area 
would make them even better. 

There is a splendid ventilation 
system bU.ilt-in to each side of the 
facia, consisting of plastic boxes with 
two levers each which control 
swivelling louvers to direct cold air 
in any direction. There is another 
three-stage lever under the boxes 
which controls the amount of air re
quired, and so the front-seat occu-
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LEFT: General ,hape 0/ 
1800 i. clo.e to 1100'., b", 
on grander .cale, .till with 
a wheel at each corner. 

BEWW: Ro".h road. ."it 
1800'. H ,. d r 0 I a. 'icall,. 
.uapended wheel •• Handlin" 
ia great on rhe.e ."r/ace •• 

BOTTOM: Wide interior 
ha. .pace lor ji.fJe, ea.,. 
acce .. , door bins and ample 
«Ia.. lor «ood fJiaibili,,.. 

ROAD 
TEST 



pants can sit with hot air flowing 
over their feet from the heater, ane! 
cool air over their faces. The air can 
also be directed on to the front-door 
windows to keep down mist in damp 
weather. 

The heating and demisting controls 
are positioned beneath the parcels 
tray, and although the heating was 
first-rate and the demisting reason
able, the levers are marked by a sur
prisingly cheap-looking pair of ad
hesive labels on the crash-safe pad
ding. 

The wind-up door windows have no 
swivelling quarter-lights and thus pro
vide the maximum visibility. To 
supplement the ventilating system the 
windows can be wound down a couple 
of inches to allow extra air to enter 
the interior. 

Performance, Economy 
Tearing about through the glens, 

sheep, and mountains in the two test 
cars I sampled produced a fuel con
sumption average of 25 m.p.g., even 
though the gearbox was used to the 
full . The engine was ~exible, pulled 
strongly from 15 m.p.h. without pinv;
ing, and would run up to 70 m.p.h. 
on any reasonable straight. 

Rough acceleration figures (two-up) 

..4BOYE: Sliced 1800 .how. how little room encine u.u, and large boo', 

BEWW: Although 'oil i. .tumpy, there'. 17cu.lt. 01 luggage 'pace, 

in the wet indicated 0-50 m.p.h.· in 
13sec. and 0-60 came up in 18sec. 
In the dry these were improved upon, 
and the manufacturers' claimed 0-50 
in 11.5 and 0-60 in 15.5sec. seem 
realistic enough. 

Best speedometer reading on the 
short straights of the Highlands was 
87 m.p.h., so the claimed maximum 
of 92 can hardly be in doubt. The 
Austin was still accelerating strongly 
at 8-7, and had recorded 75 in third 
with no trouble at all. 

At around 50 m.p.h. the cars were 
exceptionally quiet, but on one the 

structure rumble was marked at 
around 55, and on the second car at 
60. A fair amount of road noise was 
evident on " the sections of coarse 
tarmac which are so plentiful in the 
Scottish Highlands, but the car was no 
noisier than most monocoque designs. 
There are one .or two mass-produced 
British cars which fit in the same 
buyer's belt as the "new Austin, how
ever, which are definitely quieter. 

A great deal of thou.v;ht and testing 
have gone into the ADO 17, but there 
is still more to be done to the engine/ 

(Continued on pa.e 92) 

HEFTY .i,,·loo,er Armltrong trie. /ront and bach conpartntent., find. ,here'. plenty 01 .pace lor hI. Ie ••• 



AUSTIN 1800 
(Continued Irom palle 46) 

gear unit on the score of idling quiet
hess. At the moment the transfer 
gears between engine and transmission 
rattle happily a t idling speeds, but 
this is ironed out as the revs rise. If 
the clutch pedal is pushed out at 
idling speeds, the noise disappears as 
the gears stop revolving. B.M.C. will 
probably find the answer to the 
problem as the production line gets 
under way, but it would appear that 
early buyers will have to put up with 
a little clatter at low revs. 

Although B.M.C. stress the use of 
a mul ti-blade fan for quietness of 
operation in their publicity, it emits 
a healthy yowl as revs mount in the 
gears; but provided the engine is 
kept below three-quarter throttle 
(about 3900 r .p.m.) , it is unobtrusive. 

Excellent Handling 
four. and a half years ago Alec 

ISSlgoms told me that he believed 
the time was fast approaching when 
cars would all have to be designed 
around a braced-tread tyre. I t is 
now quite obvious that he had the 
ADO 17 in mind as he spoke for 
it is shod with Dunlop SP41 br~ced. 
tread tyres, and there is no doubt 
that these wonderful roadholders 

REMEMBER THIS NAME! 

improve the handling of an already 
outstanding car. 

Sensational, also, is the fact tha t 
the new model feels less like a 
front-drive than any in the B.M.C. 
range. The 1800 can be thrown fast 
into damp bends and corners, and 
even if the throttle is released 
abruptly there is practically no 
wind-up and the car keeps to it~ 
line as though on rails. 

Front/rear weight distribution 
(unladen) is 63/37, yet the car has 
almost neutral steering characteristics. 
When cornered hard with power full 
on, there is a little understeer ; but if 
the throttle is closed th is does not 
snap to savage oversteer. 

It is a delightful car to drive 
fast through uphill and downhill cor
ners, and the amount of roll is 
negligible. The Dunlop SP41 ( the 
new SP with C41 tread ) tyres aid 
the already remarkable roadholding, 
and in the wet the road surface can 
be practically ignored. 

Over rutted cart tracks the ADO 
17 could be driven at 55 m.p.h. with 
sure-footed steering, little deviation 
from the ~et course and complete 
absence of tramp. The Hydrolastic 
suspension could be heard working 
overtime with plenty of clonks and 
bonks through the bodywork, but the 
structure remained good and rigid. 

It's a good thing that the driv
ing position allows freedom of move
~ent: the rack-and-pinion steer-

S-T-B-B-B-L 
For Sure Sound Safety 

THERE IS NONE BETTER! 

STEBEL Italian Air Horns were immediately acclaimed as 
"The best" in England and on the Continent. Thousands 
are in use on all types of vehicles. 

ing is ultra-light, but 4.4 turns from 
lock to lock does result in a lot of 
work for the keen driver trying 
to exploit the performance. 

In the dry it was easy enough to 
record Ig. on the Tapley meter 
(30.2ft. from 30 m.p.h.), and even 

in the wet .85g. was possible (35.6ft. 
from 30 m.p.h.). There was no sign 
of fade during the testing, which ex
tended to about 200 miles a day. 

With 25 m.p.g. consumption under 
hard driving on difficult terrain, 
elimination of all !!;reasing points 
(except one on the pull-out hand
brake cable), just one oil reservoir to 
keep filled and changed, and a sealed 
water-cooling system, the new 
Austin should be a cheap car to 
keep on the road. 

Australian release date ?-Late 
1965, I'm told, and the car will appear 
under the Austin name, which sug
gests that it will replace the Austin 
Freeway, since it offers similar 
accommodation and should fall within 
the same price range (about £1200). 

THE FIRST NSU 
(Continued Irom pa,e 43) 

Crank like mad for about four tum$ 
and trv to get to the spark and gas 
levers for smooth idle. 

The quickest method is over the 
right-hand running-board, but then 

PROBLEM 

STEBEL is renowned for 
EFFICIENCY, RELIABILITY 
and FINISH. Ideal for ALL 
cars - SPORTS, SALOON 
or STATION WAGGON. Fit 
STEBEL air horns to your 
car NOW! BOOT EXTENSION 

RIlC;;C. 
Enquire at yaur neares! 

accessory house or wri!e 
direct to STEBEL for full 
information. 

* FITS WITHOUT FUSS. * NO DRILLING-NO HOLES. * SAFE AND WEATHERPROOF. * OVER 60% SPACE INCREASE. 

APPROVED BY 
N.S.W. POLICE AND 
MOTOR TRANSPORT 

DEPARTMENT 

STEBEL 64 BURNS BAY ROAD, LANE 
COVE, N.S.W., Phone JB6400 

POST OFFICE BOX 59, LANE COVE 
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* CARRY SUITCASES WITH EASE. * SAVES DAlIIAGE TO INTERIOR. * NO UNSIGHTLY ROOF RACK. 

Price £22-15-0 inc. tax 
An attractive acce .. ory by 

~~ 
38 THE AVENUE, HURSTVILLE, N.S.W. 57·3066 
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