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Blm[ PLAns FOR '1i9 
BLMe'S IMPENDING OVERHEAD 

camshaft, front-whee I-drive 1500 sedan 
is gOing to be more than just a startling 
new passenger car for the now six-month
old Australian combine. 

It is the key to a number of far reach
ing changes in the company's models 
and policy. 

From information I have gathered in 
Melbourne and Sydney for Motor Manual, 
I expect: 

• A new 1100cc Mini in late March 
or April. 

• A rationalisation of the current 
Morris 1100 series to the popular 1275 S 
series. 

• The launching of the new 1500 
model - basically a new engine and 
gearbox in a face-lifted Morris 1100 
shell with revised interior - around the 
middle of the year. 

• A larger engined six cyclinder 
Austin 1800 - probably of 2300cc east
west - in early 1970. 

• A 2.5 litre Coventry Climax V8 
engined car with conventional drive-line 
to be offered around the same time. 

• The fading out of the long-running 
Mini range by the end of the year or 
early in 1970. 

I understand that as part of the 
rationalisation of models following the 
English BMC-Leyland merger last year, 
BLMC Australia will be left with a basic 
two-model configuration - variations on 
the 1 500 and on the revised 1 800 series. 
1500 SEDAN 

Of prime interest is the new 1500 
sedan, which I expect to be released in 
manual, automatic and "S" versions. 

The new engine - a completely re
designed five main bearing "A" series 
cast-iron unit - is said to be of 1487cc 
capacity, with a power output of about 
95 bhp in standard form (as much as the 
current MGB). 

In "S" form, the car could be fitted 
with a special locally-made aluminium 
cross-flow cylinder-head, twin carburet
tors and hotter camshaft to produce 
110bhp approximately. 

The automatic version is to have a 
locally-made three-speed unit from Auto
motive Products. 

Transmission on the manual cars will 

BLMC 1500 will closely resemble letest 
Brlthh 1300 model. 

be a newall-synchromesh four-speed 
gearbox. 

Price of any of the new models is not 
yet known, but I would estimate that it 
would be slightly higher than the current 
1100 S which sells for $2136 - say 
$2275. 

The new mechanicals will be slotted 
into a face-lifted Morris 1100 body shell. 

This face-lift is expected to be almost 
identical to that carried out by BLMC 
(England) on their local Morris 1100 and 
1300 series for 1968. 

A 'power-bulge' may be needed to 
clear the larger 1500 engine. 

The English face-lift features a grille 
with wider spaced bars and a heavy 
chrome strip on the upper edge. At the 
rear, new larger tail-lights are set on 
a greater angle, a car-long chrome waist 
strip is fitted, and there are larger front 
parking and indicator lamps. 

Inside, the Australian model is ex
pected to depart from the English face
lifted car by having a completely new, 
locally designed dashboard and interior. 

The suspension is likely to remain 
unchanged, except for a little beefing up 
at the front end to take the extra weight 
of the larger motor. 
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1750cc ENGINE POSSIBLE 
A ' Iogical extension of the 1500 series 

to 1750cc is already on tap inside the 
BLMC framework. 

A new 1 750cc overhead camshaft, 
alloy - headed four - cylinder engine is 
already produced by Triumph for Swedish 
SAAB_ 

It would only be natural for this engine 
to appear in the Australian series perhaps 
late· next year - possibly in "S" form' 
initially - and later in other models, 
as has been BMC policy. 
1100cc MINI 

The addition of the Morris 1100 engine 
intO the Mini range would give the series 
a welcome boost. I believe the engine 
- 10 bhp more powerful than the cur
rent 40 bhp 998cc deluxe unit - will 
start being offered in late March or early 
April. 

Meanwhile the 998cc range will cer
tainly continue, as the Mini-Matic auto
matic transmission is not easily adapt
able to the larger engine. 
UP·GRADED 1100 

With the 1100cc engine going to the 
Mini, the Morris 1100 sedan will be 
up-graded to make the 1275cc engine 
standard ware. 

However as there are no plans to 
Introduce an automatic 1100 S at this 
stage, the 1100cc power unit will prob
ably be retained for use with the current 
automatic transmission. 
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OHC SIX LIKELV 
FORAUSTIN~BDD 

MINI'S DAYS NUMBERED 
While on the subject of the Mini 

- now eight and a half years old - I 
am prepared to stick my neck out and 
say that by this time next year, you 
will be waving goodbye to the last of the 
Australian made boxes. 

As a small car for BMC, the Mini 
has also been a company saver in Aus
tralia, but with a new range of medium
priced cars to concentrate on, and no 
forthcoming revised small car design, it 
would be only natural for the model to 
fade out . . . gently. 

SIX CYLINDER FOR 1800 
Having spent $14 million on a new 

engine plant, it would be indeed sur
prising if BLMC did not use it in some 
way to give badly-needed muscles to 
their slightly out-of-breath 1800 range. 

I believe there are facilities at the new 
plant to bore out four as well as six 
cylinder blocks. 

Thus an extended 1 500 block with 
two extra pots would result in half the 
capacity again - 2230cc. 

Such an engine could be expected to 
produce between 11 5 and 125 bhp -
just what the 1800 needs. 

But I think we would be lucky to 
see anything of the sort before about 
this time next year. 

Or perhaps BLMC may decide to ex
tend the car around the 1750 block to 

va engine I. likely to be .Iotted Into bodY' shell 
.Imllar to Au.tln Thr.. Llt,e .hown above. 

make 2625cc, but this seems less likely 
as an initial step. 
Va? 

Naturally with a new 1800 would come 
a face-lift and perhaps a V8 engined 
conventional drive line model to supple
ment it . 

Last August, Coventry Climax - a 
wholly-owned BLMC company - an
nounced a new range of lightweight 
engines, based on previous racing units . 

The engines, featuring transistorised 
ignition, fuel injection and bowl-in-piston 
combustion chamber design, are either 
in four or V8 cyiinder configurations, 
with many fully interchangeable parts. 
These allow capacity variations from 
about 11 OOcc to over three I itres. 

Compression ratios of between 8: 1 
and 12: 1 are available for the V8 unit, 
which in three litre racing trim develops 
over 200 bhp at 7000 rpm. De-tuned 
for road use, a power output of 140 to 
150 bhp could be expected. 
DAIMLER OR ROVER V8 TOO COSTLY 

Why not the 2 .5 litre Daimler V8 or 
the alloy 3.5 litre Buick-based, Rover 
V8 you may ask? The answer is simply 
cost. 

Both units are known to be expen· 
sive to produce, while the wholly-owned 

Climax works can do the deal economi
cally. In fact it is the Climax engine 
which is being tested locally now. BLMC 
Australia are naturally keeping very quiet 
about the unit, but a rather unusual HK 
Holden has been unearthed - the 
world's only Coventry Climax Holden, 
would you believe? 

Front or rear drive; each-west or 
north-south? Once again intelligent guess
work takes over. 

To turn the overhead camshaft V8 
sideways would be expensive and far 
from easy, but why bother when north
south it is compact anyway? Rear wheel 
drive by a front engine could defeat the 
space-saving design of the 1 800 series. 

But why would BMC be testing the 
unit in a Holden if they are not plan
ning to offer it in conventional form? 

Perhaps an extended 1800 body shell, 
like the front-engined, rear wheel drive 
three-litre shell used in England could 
clothe it . 

All production of the 1 800 series 
other than in Australia is expected to 
cease in the not-too-distant future, and 
BLMC Australia will probably supply the 
world with the new models. 

These plans, surmises and forecasts 
give a clue to the first fruits of the new 
BLMC company in Australia. 

They could be milestones on the road 
back to prominence for the range. 
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