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Sweet music by courtesy of BMC and Coronet Caravans .... 
SOMETHING THAT NEVER CEASES 

to amaze me is the number of comforts 
that can be built into the confined spaces 
of a modern caravan. 

And an excellent example of the cara
van designer's space-saving art is the four 
berth 12'6" van manufactured by Coronet 
of Ballarat, Victoria. 

This is the van that will be offered as 
first prize in the big competition to be 
featured in our February issue, and we 
have run a test to give our readers an 
idea of what an exciting first prize it will 
be . 

Like all other Coronet caravans, the 
seven 12'6" unit has a kiln-dried 
hardwood frame, all steel chassis and 
lock-seamed aluminium exterior. Weigh
ing in at 15 cwt, the van is not fitted 
with brakes-nor did they prove to be 
necessary during nearly 300 miles of 
testing over all types of roads. 

This can be attributed largely to the 
excellent braking power of Ollr tow 
vehicle - a Mark II Austin 1800. 

Released in late October, the Mark II 
1800 follows the BMC policy of constant 
improvement rather than annual styling 
changes, and many of the previous 
model's shortcomings have been paid 
some attention. 

Styling, too, has been given a subtle 
lift, and the Mark II loses the somewhat 
stodgy look that has characterized the 
1800 from its inception. 

The most important changes, however, 
relate to engine performance, ease of 
handling and interior comfort. 

Power output has been boosted to 87 
bhp at 5300 rpm and torque to 101 
ft./lb. at 2200 rpm, giving the Mark II 
quite a performance edge over its pre
decessor. 

All of which makes the car just that 
much better suited to van towing . 

Alterations to steering geometry have 
made for easier handling of the car at 
around-town speeds, although parking 
sti II requi res a lot of effort. 

But my verdict on the suitability of the 
Austin 1800 as tow car is; excellent. 

We took the Coronet to Halls Gap in 
the Grampians, 162 miles north west of 
Melbourne viii the Western Highway. 

And not once did we have an anxious 
moment, even though we covered most 
of the distance at quite respectable 
speeds over both wet and dry bitumen. 

In fact, it is no exaggeration to say 
that at most times it was possible to for
get that we had I 5 cwt of van in tow . 

The 1800's power boosted disc brakes 
hauled the 36 cwt rig to a stop with no 
fuss or any sign of fade, and with the 
extra power on hand, steep uphill grades 
were no couse for embarrassment. 

The only pOint that did leave some
thing to be desired was a slight tail-down, 
nose-up attitude which reduced ~round 
clearance beneath the drawbar and forced 
cautious negotiation of driveway en
trances, etc. 

[It is possible, however, to boost 
pressure in the 1800's "Hydrolastic" sus
pension system to counteract the draw
bar weight of a van in tow, but un-

fortunately lack of time prevented Us 
from having this fairly simple operation 
carried out.] 

Apart from the necessity for ultra
cautious culvert crossing though, I must 
admit that the handling of our particular 
rig left very I ittle to be desi red . 

The stability of the 12'6" Coronet was 
illustrated when we checked tyre pres
sures during a petrol refill about 40 miles 
out of Ballarat and discovered that al
though the off side tyre was running the 
correct pressure, the near side tyre was 
10 lb . down . Theoretically, this should 
have had some effect on handling, but I 
can truthfully say that had I not happen
ed to check the tyres, I could have com
pleted the round trip without realizing 
that something was amiss. 

Even though we covered almost 300 
miles with the van in -tow, we did not 
suffer unduly from travel fatigue at any 
stage . This outfit is one that can be 
pointed for distant hoi iday destinations 
without any qualms on the part of the 
driver or his passengers. 

Much of the credit for this long
distance ability must go to the Austin 
1800, with its vast interior space and the 
new-design, fully adjustable front seats. 
The effective fresh air ventilation was 
appreciatee during the trip, when the 
thermometer climbed to the mid-eighties, 
but all inside was cool and comfortable. 

Arriving at Halls Gap, we quickly set 
the Coronet up for our three days stay. 

The first pOint that we appreciated was 
the inclusion of a fold-away doorstep as 

more. 
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Above: 12' 6" Coronet Is an airy van. All opening windows are 
screened~ and the large roof hatch allows for good circulation of 

fresh air. 

Below: Cooking area i. well planned, although shelf space Is at a 
minimum 
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standard equipment - something that 
doesn't often appear on smaller vans. We 
also noted the very hefty safety chain 
that was attached to· the drawbar. 

The exterior was finished in white 
baked acrylic with a yellow identifying 
flash. All windows, except the rear, were 
of the hopper type and screened with 
fibreglass mesh-and it was gratifying to 
note that these screens actually fitted 
without leaving large gaps through which 
enterprising insects might find ingress. 

The interior layout made the best of 
the limited amount of space available and 
actual living space was quite generous
although making up the two double beds 
completely disrupted this. 

These two beds were in the form of a 
convertible settee across the rear of the 
van and a convertible dining arrangement 
at the front. Padded with five inches of 
foam and covered with durable vinyl 
material, the cushions made for restful 
slumber at night and comfortable seating 
by day. Both beds took up the complete 
width of the van, and provided just 
enough space to sleep two adults com
fortably. 

The backrest cushions in the dining 
area were thoughtfully attached to the 
van by press studs to hold them in place. 
while under way, and two large storage 
areas were provided beneath the seats. 



The table top, too, was secured by two 
hooks, but the rear mounting was not a 
tight enough fit to hold the top firmly 
in place, and even slight pressure on one 
edge would upset things more than some
what during meals. 

The Hallstrom refrigerator hindered 
access to the right hand seat and persons 
of larger stature than the Motorman 
testing staff would find it a difficult, if 
not impossible task to squeeze through 
the small gap between the table edge and 
the refrigerator. On the other hand, the 
table was a little too far removed from 
the seat on the other side-perhaps some 
re-designing in this area could make 
things more convenient? While we're on 
the subject of bed-time conversions, we 
must mention the settee arrangement at 
the rear which was just about the easiest 
to conv~rt of a II the settees we've yet 
used. 

To convert this to a full length bed 
was a five second operation, and con
verting back to a settee was equally as 
simple. Bed coverings were folded and 
placed out of sight beneath the seat 
cushion. 

In actual living space, this van almost 
equalled some vans of around 18'6" in 
length-although obviously it missed out 
on some of the advantages, such as being 
able to put children to bed in a separate 
room without disturbing the entertaining 
area. 

Cooking facilities were excellent for a 
small v.an; two burner gas stove with 
polyester sliding top, gas/electric refrige
rator, stainless steel sink, 12 gallon 
underslung water tank, plenty of cup
board space and adequate, if not abun
dant, shelf space . A vent beneath the 
overhead cupboards took care of most 
cooking fumes and any stray smoke or 
steam that did waft into the van quickly 
found its way out through the large 
screened roof hatch. 

This hatch was another example of 
good, thoughtful design, as the insect 
screening actually comprised two small 
hinged frames rather than one large, and 
awkward to operate, frame . 

The overhead cupboards in the Coronet 
provided plenty of stowage space for 
smaller items-yet I still can't quite 
understand why the actual cupboard 
doors could not have been made larger. 

A full length wardrobe with a mirror 
located on the left hand door was sup
plied and both the outsides and insides 
of the doors were of laminate material. 
(This applied to all other cupboards, too'> 

Between this wardrobe and the rear 
overhead cupboards, a very handy shelf 
which could contain quite bulky items 
was fitted. 

The floor was covered with hard-wear
ing vinyl tiles and the walls were of easy
to-clean laminate material. A very handy 
feature built into the Coronet was a spirit 
level which took any guesswork out of 
getting the van onto an even keel. 

Two 12/240 volt lights were fitted, 
and one power point was supplied. 

Headroom throughout the van was 
adequate, and the only object that I 
managed to bring my scalp into contact 
with was the lower edge of the rearmost 
overhead cupboard. 

After our all-too-short stay at Halls 
Gap, we returned the van to Coronet, 
where I made a brief tour of the factory. 

The standards of workmanship and the 
structural strength built into these vans 
are quite impressive. 

Frames are glued and bolted together 
-not merely nailed-and then bolted to 
the all-steel chassis. The roof, too, is fully 
framed and this contributes largely to the 
excellent overall rigidity. All vans over 18 
feet have insulated roofs, but we found 
that the heat-deflecting qualities of the 
white baked acrylic paintwork on our 
test van kept the interior quite com
fortable despite temperatures in the mid
eighties. Floors are of one-piece 
"Rescote" material. 

Coronet vans run on tapered roller 
bearings and are fitted with 13 inch 
Holden wheels with 6.40 x 13 tyres. 

The factory produces vans at a rate of 
between 20 and 30 a week, and sizes 
range from 9' to 30', with widths of 
seven or eight feet. 

After three days of "making tracks, 
Coronet style", we are firmly convinced 
that the lucky winner of next month's 
competition has many years of pleasarit 
caravanning ahead-and We confess to 
being just a wee bit envious even at this 
stage! 
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Above: Hallstrom gas/electric refrigerator is 
included In price. Note spirit level indicator 

on right hand side of picture. 

Below: 12' 6" Coronet is well equipped for a 
small van . Doorstep is a feature that is 

omitted on many vans of th:. size. 
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