
Chris de Fraga drives a .. 

-SHIP 
AUSTIN 
1800 

IT IS A Q-SHIP in the finest tradition 
and it runs a hot 100 mph - in the 
style of the marauding Q-ship it is 
almost impossible to pick from its 
more sedate brothers. Only a rubber 
securing strap on the bonnet lid warns 
that all may not be as it seems with 
this latest Repco research car - the 
Austin 1800. 

The car is an English model and 
this is clear from the leather upholstered 
seats to the thin black pin stripe along 
the body's creased flanks. 

But as soon as a door is opened, it 
is obvious this is no standard car. On 
the driver's door is a black box with a 
couple of toggle switches. A matching 
smaller box with one switch on the 
passenger's door confirms that the front 
door windows of the car are raised and 
lowered electrically. 

"Well it is rather a long stretch 
across to the passenger's window winder 
for the driver of an Austin 1800 and 
the ventilation in standard form can't 
cope well with Australian heat", said the 
man from Repco-Brabham, Frank 
Hallam. 

Beneath the 1800's standard in
struments were three extra instruments 
- tachometer ("I think it reads a 
little fast") , temperature and oil pressure 
gauges. 

Changes inside the car were minor 
compared with those under the bonnet, 
the changes which made the car into 
an entertaining Q-ship. 

As soon as the bonnet was opened it 
was obvious why there was a rubber 
strap added - there was no bonnet 
catch! Instead, the panel where it 
normally mounts was eroded to clear 
the air cleaners of an impressive pair 
of Weber 40 DCOE carburettors. They 
were sitting on the front of the motor 
because - that's right, it had a cross 
flow head. 
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The head was a light alloy HRG part 
intended for MGB's. Repco fitted it 
because they wanted four inlet ports 
instead of the normal Siamesed pair to 
test fuel injection equipment on the 
1800. 

When the injection equipment didn't 
materialise they doubled up a pair of 
Webers to get the car mobile. SU car
burettors were considered but wouldn't 
fit in the space. 

The manifolding for the Webers is 
sharply angled to the ports - again 
because of space limitations. 

The disc front, drum rear brakes of 
the standard car retained a vacuum 
booster with the takeoff for the vacuum 
coming from each inlet tract, and form
ing the balance pipe between them, a 
neat touch that marked the conversion 
to carburettors and cross flow head as 
more than just a casual affair. The 
whole engine had the air of a pro
fessional approach to the performance 
improvement. 

The Austin began life as a workhorse 
research vehicle. The bores of the motor 
in original form, were in Siamese pairs 
like the inlets and there were no water 
spaces between cylinders 1 and 2, 3 
and 4. To see what effect this had on 
the wear pattern and rate, Repco care
fully altered the motor, drilling between 
the bores and fitting new water passages 
directly to the drilled passages from the 
water pump. 

The effect of the modified motor on 
the car's performance was astonishing. 
A good bootful of revs. and a dropped 
clutch saw the front of the 1800 climb 
into the air as the wheels spun in 
enthusiasm to get under way. 

A grab to second gear, the lever's 
knob came off in my hand, and the 
car surged away again as I tried to feed 
the knob back onto the lever. 



Fifty mph whooshed past in less 
than eight seconds and the car was 
still accelerating strongly in third. Into 
top and the urge was still there. The 
tachometer needle swung to 6100 rpm 
in top and the car was fairly whistling 
along. Then I remembered this car had 
special gearing, not for acceleration, 
though. 

It came from England with a final 
drive ratio which gave approximately 
16.5 mph per 1000 rpm. - the Aus
tralian version has an even lower mph 
figure . An alternative ratio in England 
was 17.7 mph per 1000 rmp - and 
so this was fitted to the test car. 

In 16.5 mph form, it lost interest very 
quickly at about 83 mph instead of the 
standard 87 mph. With the tall gearing 
and modifications, it swept past 90 mph 
with insolent ease. 

At high speeds, the car proved stable 
with its Pirelli radial ply tyres, hydro
lastic suspension and the slower gearing 
of the English steering. 

BMC Australia are to be congratulated 
on their choice of a faster steering ratio 
for their Australian models. Wheel 
twirling for parking with the English 
model was annoying and wrapping on 
correction took many bites of lock. 
Exhaust note of the Repco 1800 was 
subdued so it was no wonder we saw 
some surprised faces as the car slipped 
silently past. 

In standard form, the 1789 cc four 
cylinder Austin 1800 motor turns out 

80 bhp net and the MGB version 95 
bhp net. The crossfiow model in the 
Repco car must have been pumping out 
better than 95 bhp to haul the 22.7 cwt. 
body along like that. (It hasn't seen a 
dynomometer as yet). 

At 90 mph, the gauges of the car 
indicated it was Rot straining and if this 
is the performance with a pair of 
Webers, the fuel injected model will be 
a tyre smoking fire eater worthy of It 

dragger's pride. 

Now there's a big heap of carburettion for you, twin Webers even yet. W~en the 
engine is further modified with fuel injection it should be the original rubber 
burner. 

~M~. 
MORE POWER 

PROTECT YOUR HEADLIGHTS 
FROM FLYING STONES 

only genuIne "L1GHTGUARD" Is 

• CHROMIUM-PLATED ON BRASS 

• IMPROVES HE'ADLIGHT APPEARANCE 

• UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 

• FIT IT YOURSELF • A PERFECT FIT 

• RANGE FOR ALL MODEL CARS ~H' 

FOR CARS, TRUCKS OR TRACTORS 
order at your Garage or 
VIC.: Lukey Mufflers. 953641 
N.S.W.: Jack Myers P/L. 666 9742 
QLD.: Lukey Mufflers. 51 5366 
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Insist on name stamped 'lUKEY' Mufflers' 

INSIST ON GENUINE "LlGHTGUARD" : 
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