
BIG BROTHER to the Mini and 
1100, the 1 800 will appeal to 

the family-man. It has a full 
sloper seat adjustment, the 
most road-smoothing suspen
sion on the market, power 
a ssisted disc brakes, easier 
rack and pinion steering, Syn
chromesh in every gear, a real 
woman's car too. 

B.M.C.'s new 
family compact 

1800 
This front-wheel drive 1800 embodies 

the same basic appeals of earlier "Iss i
gonis-concept" cars - unbelievably spac
iOlUs cabin, better-than-average comfort 
and exceptional road-holding ability. 
Though barely one foot six inches longer 
than a Morris 1100, the Austin 1800 is 
a medium-sized car with more usable 
cabin space than Holden or Falcon. It 
is of course much wider than an "1100" 
- 5 ft. 6-1- in. against 5 ft. at in . Power
wise it develops 84 - but being miles 
lighter than the same powered Free
ways and- Wolseley Sixes feels twice as 
lithe. 

Concessions to styling are so few as 
to be barely discernible (there are vest
igial fins on the rear fenders) even so 
initial reaction to the not-so-handsome 
appearance modifies with familiarity. 

The unitarily constructed body shell 
is said to be the stiffest structure ever 
built for a production Car of this cate
gory. Whether this is actually so is 
open to debate by more competent au
thorities, however it can be supported to 
some extent by the fact that tests on very 
poor roads failed to reveal evidence of 
twisting or shake. 

Fully independent "Hydrolastic" sus
pension gives a soft ride superior to that 
of most medium sized saloons and good 
[pad holding. There is some bounciness 
over undulations and deep holes cause 
the front suspension to "bottom" on tbe 
rubber buffers. Bodv tilt is evident on 
tight corners but otherwise stability is 
exceptionally good, as is to be expected 
from the wheel-in-each corner layout. 
For all round roadability the system 
seems bard to beat at the price. Even 
on fairly greasy surfaces, the "1800" 
understeers moderately and is pleasant 
to handle, and easy to control. 

The Austin 1800's four cylinder over~ 
head valve engine is an in-line. water
cooled. five main bearin~ unit of typic
ally B.M.C. design and is built in unit 
with clutch, gearbox and final drive. 
It is transversely ("East-West") mounted 
forward of the axle line and of course 
powers the front wheels. 

Fuel consumption was 25 miles a 
gallon. At this rate the lOt gallon reser
voir has a range of 260 miles, inade
quate for long distance touring. 

Despite some controversial features - ' 
the Austin "1800" is sure to find favour 
amongst many new car buyers whowm 
welcome the chance to again buy a 
competitive B.M.C. family sedan. 

Without a point 0' re'erence the r soo looks a large car but In 'ad It Is 
shorter than the Cortina. Styling Is obviously ufilltarlan and the greater part 0' the rsoo 's sophistication Is under Its skin. The big boof has no dl". hump. 

Adapting the Austin (cont.) 
Adjustable seat squabs. Lay-back front 

, seat squabs (optional on the U.K. 
model) and front door armrests were 
in<;luded as standard here for the same 
reason. 
Ignition setting: As is usual when con
verting any model from "European 
tune" the ignition setting was varied 
to suit our atmospheric conditions and 
f,uel. Also quite importantly B.M.C.'s 
local engine testing set-up is more 
sophisticated than that applied to 
" 1800" production in the U.K. Seen 
side by side, the original "1800" and its 
"colonial" brother bear little that is 

obviously different, one to the other, 
except perhaps for an air of luxury in 
the latter. 

Both cars are very good though 
neither is likely to win beauty parades 
or traffic light derbies. However, the 
locally-built units are undeniably super
ior in their capacity to withstand the 
rigors of motoring broadly incorporated 
under the banner. "Australian condi
tions", and in their ability to compete 

, successfully on this discriminating mar
ket. Improving a p'otential "world-beat

, er" is no mean feat and B.M.C.'s local 
team is to be commended for its success

, ful efforts. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

Make: AUSTIN 
Model: " 1800" saloon 
Price: £1165 ($2330) 
Test car from: B.M.C. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd . 
Engine: 

Cylinder: 4. Bore: 80.26 mm. 
Stroke: 88.9 mm. Capacity: 1798 c.c. 
Compression ratio: 8.2:1. Power 84 
b.h.p. at 5,300 r.p.m. Torque: 99 ft. 
lbs. at 2,100 r.p.m. 

Fuel System: 
- Tank: lOt gallons Carburettor: SUI 

HS6 semi-downdraft. 
Transmission: 

Clutch: single dry plate. Oears: 4-
forward speeds, all with synchromesh, 
remote tloorshift. 

Road 
Spud 

Gear Gear- Final at 1000 
Ratios Box Drive Overall r.p.m. 

m.p.h. 
Rev. 3.075:1 12.88:1 
1st. 3.292:1 13.79:1 4.98 
2nd. 2.217:1 9.29:1 7.39 
3rd. 1.384:1 5.80:1 11.84 
4th 1.00:1 4.19:1 4.19:1 16.39 

Suspension: 
Fully independent with interconnected 
Hydrolastic displacers. 

Steering: 
Rack and pinion. Turning circle: 37 
ft. 

Brakes: 
Power assisted hydraulic operating on 
9" diameter discs (front) and drums 
(rear) with "0 " sensitive pressure lim
iting device to minimise wheel locking. 
Swept areas: 282 sq. in. 

Dimensions:-
Wheelbase: 8 ft. lOt in. Length: 13 
ft. 8-3/16 in. Width : 5 ft. 6t in. 
Height: 4 ft. 8{ in. Road clearance: 
6 in. Track: F , 4 ft. 8 in .; R, 4 ft. 7t 
in. Tyres: 175-13 Dunlop SP41. Pres
sures: F , 28 p.s.i.; R, 22 p.sj. Boot 
capacity: 17 cubic feet. Weight: 22t 
cwt. 

PERFORMANCE 

Maximum speeds in gears: 
First - 30 m.p.h. 
Second - 44 m.p.h. 
Third -70 m.p.h. 
Fourth - 84 m.p.h. 

Acceleration: 
0-30 m.p.h., 5.4 seconds 
0-40 m.p.h., 8.2 seconds 
0-50 m.p_h., 13.1 seconds 
0-60 m.p.h., 17.6 seconds 
0-70 m.p.h .. 25.7 seconds 

Sfanding i -mile: 21.9 seconds. 
Fuel consumption: 25 m.p.g. 
Touring range. 262 miles. 
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